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EE 


O THE REV. MR. JOUNEAU®, 
$1 M, * 


HE reading of the letter, you have been ſo kind as to write 
to me, gave me great pleaſure; it ſeemed as if you were 
talking to me yourſelf, and as if I was in company with the man 
in the world I moſt eſteem, and whom I moſt ardently with to 
oblige. I would have anſwered it ſooner, had I not ſpent this 
week at the biſhop of Ely's [Dr. John More], who lives within 
fifteen miles of this place. I have, in that ſhort time, ſeen more 
of the country, which 1s very pleaſant about here, than ever I ſaw 
in all my life before. e 

I continue very cloſe to my ſtudies, which are as yet but Latin 
and Greek, becauſe the fair, which will be held in ten days, would 
have interrupted them; but, when that diverſion 1s over, I am to 
begin with civil law, philoſophy, and a little of the mathe- 
matics : but as for anatomy, I thall not have an opportunity of 


learning 


This gentleman deſcended from a very good proteſtant family in the iſle of Rhe, near 
La Rochelle, in France. He came over to England, with numbers of his brethren, whom 
the revocation of the ędict of Nantes, in 1685, drove from their native country. He was 
appointed miniſter of a French congregation of the church of England in Berwick-ſtreet, Soho, 
\ oung Mr. Stanhope, afterwards lord Cheſterfield, was put under his care by his grandmother, 
tie countels-dowager of Halifaxz and received from him his firſt inſtructions in languages, 
1: Htory, and philotophy, Le corceſponded with him during his lay at Cambridge, and an his 
| travels 


LETTRES DE MyLorD CHESTERFIELD. 


L 1 Vo Wc 


LETTRE I. 


A MR. JOUNEAU. 
MONSIEUR, 


Al eu un ſenſible plaiſir en liſant la lettre, que vous avez eu Ia 

bonte de nvecrire; il me ſembloit que vous me parliez vous 
meme, et que j'etois dans la compagnie de homme du monde 
que jeſtime le plus, & à qui je ſouhaite le plus ardemment de 
pouvoir faire plaiſir. J'y aurois repondu plutdt, n'eut été que j'ai 
paſſè cette ſemaine chez Veveque dEly, qui demeure a. quinze 
miles ici. Pai, dans ce peu de tems, vu plus de la campagne 
que je n'avois vu auparavant dans toute. ma vie, et qui ci-autour 
eſt tres agreable. 

Je continue bien ferme dans mes les quir ne ſont encore que 
le Latin et le Grec, & cauſe que la foire, qui va venir en dix jours, 
les auroit interrompues, mais après que ce divertiflement ſera fini, 
je dois commencer le droit civil, la philoſophie, & un peu de 
mathenatiques ;. mais pour Panatomie, je ne la pourrai point ap- 
travels to Holland and to France. He always profeſſed the greateſt regard and eſteem for that 
worthy man, and gave him repeated tokens of. triendſhip. The fix letters, we here give from 


the originals, are all that were preſerved; they ſhew, at that early period, the manner of 
thinking and feeling of our amiable nobleman, who was but enghtoen vcars old when that. cor-- 


reſpondence began, © | 
| ' hy: > | Je 
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learning it; for though a poor man has been hanged, the ſurgeon 
who uſed to perform thoſe operations would not this year give 
any lectures, becauſe it was a man, and then he ſays the ſcholars 
/ » 

I find this college, where I am, infinitely the beſt in all the 
univerſity; for it is the ſmalleſt, and it is full of lawyers, who 
have lived in the world, and know how to behave. We-have but 
one clergyman here; and he is the only drunkard in the college. 
Whatever may be ſaid to the contrary, there is certainly very little 
debauchery in this univerſity, eſpecially amongſt people of faſhion; 
tor a man mult have the inclinations of a porter to endure it here. 
Mlethiinks our affairs are in a very bad way; but, as I cannot 

mend them, I meddle very little with politics: only I take a plea- 
| ſure in going ſometimes to the coffee-houſe, to ſee the pitched 
battles that are fought, -between the heroes of both ſides, with in- 
conceivable bravery, and are uſually terminated by the total de- 
feat of a few tea-cups on both fides. 

I am afraid I have tired you too much : at leaſt, for fear I ſhould, 
it 18 high time I ſhould tell you that Iam,  5$1R, 

Your moſt humble ſervant, 


Trin. Hall, i P. STANHOPE. 


Aug. 22, 1712. 


LETTER 1. 


TO THE TAME: 
SI Ry 


| WO ULD not iſh the firſt opportunity of ſending you this wrifle, 
which I ſhould be aſhamed to do, without aſſuring you, at the 
ſame time, that I wiſh it was ten times more. I came to town laſt 
night, for a tew days, and hope it will not be long before I have the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing you. I am, S I Ry 
Sept. 21. | Your moiſt humble ſervant, 
P. STANHOPE. 


LETTER 


TO-AIS FAIENDSsS! "' BO6K i. IT. 1. 5 
prendre; car, quoi qu'il y ait eu un pauyre, pendu, le A ä — | 
qui avoit coutume de faire ces operations, nen a point voulu faire | 
cette fois, parce que C'etoit. un ROBUNG, cet alors il dit que les eco- | | 
liers ne veulent point venir. | | 

Je trouve ce college; dans lequel je ſuis, infiniment le meilleur | 
de toute Puniverſite, car ceſt je plus petit, & i eſt rempli avo- 
cats, qui ont && dans le monde, & qui favent Mvre. Nous avons 
quiun miniſtre, qui en auf ze Gul F{bvgne" dt college Quoi 
qu'on en diſe, il y a fort peu de debauche dans cette aniverſits, 2 
ſurtout parmi les gens de condition; car it faudroit avoir un Four de | 

portefaix ou de crocheteury pour 10 povolr Tubs re 
Il me ſenible que hous ſommes Fort rial dans nos affalfes, ais, 
ne pouvant les empecher, jene rae mèle gutre de politique: ſenement 
je me fais un plaiſir d'aller voir quelquefbis au caffé les batailles 
rangees qui Sy donnent, entre les heros de chaque chte, avec une 
bravoure inconcevable, et qui ne ſe terminent qu abr lentiere 
de faite de quelques taſſes de the des deux chtès. 


Je crains de vous avoir deja trop entiuye; au moins, de peur de 
le faire, il eſt bien tems de vous dire que je ſuis, | 


| mann : 
Trin. Hall, 2” Ls 1 
Aug. aa, 1712 | Votre tres humble ſerviteur, 


P. STANHOPE. 


* 


DET TR Bit IE 
A U M MB 2 M E. | 
| MONSIEUR, --- * 3 
J* rai pas voulu perdre la 3 oreaſior de vous envoyer cette 
bagatelle, ce que j'aurois honte de faire, ſi je ne vous aſſurois 
en meme tems, que je voudrois bien que ce fùt dix fois autant. Je 
vins en ville hier au ſoir, pour quelques jours, & Jjeſpere qu'il ne 
ſe paſſera pas longtems avant que j'aye le plaifir de vous voir. Je 
ſuis, 


MONSIEUR, 
Votre tres m ſerviteur, 
P. STANHOPE. 


Sept. 21. 


LET TRE. 
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811, 


HE diverſions of Newmarket, where P went three or four days, 

prevented my writing to you ſo ſoon as 1 intended; beſides, I 

have been i in a ſtrange buſtle in ſhifting my chambbers. I hope 1 am 
now ſettled for the time I have to continue here. 

It is now, Sir, I have a great deal of buſineſs upon my hands, 
for I ſpend above an hour every day in ſtudying the civil law, and 
as much in philoſophy; and next week, the blind man [Saunderſon] 
begins his lectures upon the mathematics; ſo that I am now fully 
employed. Would you believe too that J one! Lucian and Xenophon 
in Greek ? which is made eaſy to me; for I do not take the pains to 
learn all the grammar rules: but the man who is with me *, and-who 
is himſelf a living grammar, teaches me them all as I go e 1 
reſerve time for playing at tennis, for I with to have the corpus /anum, 
as well as the mens /ana; 1 think the one is not _ for much 
without the other. 

Since my return hither, I have received tic Jetter you had ſent 
to Oxford, ſomebody having changed it for Cambridge; and I think 
your memory, which you complain of ſo much, is a very excellent 
one, for, excepting a few little words, it is the very ſame as the 
other you ſent afterwards ; but I had not the leſs pleafure in read- 
ing it. | 

| Diecies repetita placebit— | 
which was the motto that a clergyman here (who married a very 
pretty girl the other day) put into the wedding ring. 

Write to me often, I beg of you, when you have nothing elſe to- 
69.3 and you will infinitely oblige, 

SIR, | , 
Your moſt humble ſervant, 
| STANHOPE. 
12 Oct. 1 17 12. 5 


* Nr, Crow. See Viemoirs of lord Cheſterfield, SeR. I, 
LETTER 
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TO: HIS! FRIENDS. Berl LET. in IV. 5 
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Av 21 1 M . | 
-M@NSK@UBS 107/127 it ci gnobizg bnfrods - DAG 
13 SQ | 7211 Q 229 ö 
Ls, divertiſſemenis de Ney r t, oe Hugh 3 duafre {= ; 
4 m'ont empecht de vous Eire ſitöt que J avois intention; 3, outre; 
que j'ai été dans un embarras furieux en e de 2 
Teſpere que me voici accorhods pour.le N demeurerai ici, 
Ceelt 3 a cette heure, Monſieur, que ai bien d des 5 85 ſur les bras, 
car 'employ e plus d'une heure par jour au droit civil, et tout au- 
tant à la philoſophie; et la ſemaine qui ent, raveugle commencera 
ſes legons de mathẽm atiques ; de ſorte que me voici bien occupe. 
Croitiez-vous bien auſſi que je lis Lucien N Xenophon en Grec ?..Ce. 
qui meſt rendu aſſez aiſe, car ie mbaraſſe point Tapprendre 
toutes les regles de la grammaire : mais homme qui eſt avec moi, 
et qui eſt une Srammaire vivante, me les enſeigne en liſant. Je me 
reſerve du tems pour jouer à la paume, car je ſouhaite auſſi bien le 


corpus ſanum. que le mens ſang ; by me ſemble que run ne vaut gueres 
fans autre. ol 


3.4 


Depuis mon * arriv6e 3 ici, j'ai regu la lettre que vous envoyates A 
Oxford, quelqu'un Yayant change pour Cambridge, & je trouve 
votre memoire (dont vous vous plaignez tant) excellente, car elle 
eſt, a quelques petits mots..pres,, juſtement la meme que l'autre que 


vous envoyates après, mais je neus pas pour cela moins de plaiſir en 
la Iifant. | my 4 Ty 


12 ertag ropetiza pace h 97. en Dad 
ce qui eſt la deviſe qu'un miniſtre ici (qui &pouſa oy jour une des 
jolie fille) mit dans la bague de noce. 


Ecrivez moi donc ſouvent, Monſieur, je vous en prie, quand vous 
waurez rien autre choſe à faire, Sc vous obligerez infiniment, he 


$ 2 BSfa 
of 


5 MONSIEUR, thu 5 
e Votre très humble ſerviteur, 5 F1LL6S 
12 Oct. 1712. | | | | STANHOPE, " 
= 8 EY | My . LETTER 
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BEG a thouſand pardons, Sir, for not anſwerw&your laſt letter 


ſooner: but I have, Of: * en very. much taken 
up Witli anavorny, beſides iy I e res! Toda have been 


in town before this time. 


Tam not much Atte 1 w ctvillties, which, x. your 3 ®, with 
Sir Gebtg Byuges chiltiten, "Heer with! from th rench. * x ought” 
indeed t. be very civil'th*us „ Ad chat is but Tor return. for all WP. 
have given ther. Os Cee yan 

1am greatly obti ged to Mr. chop for ſpeaking 8 fo well of me, 
and it is'not to return the com pli ent that f tell you he 18 a 5 
pretty yourig fal. Ig 3 119 211 o 9p 4 nay OED ne ; 

. You muſt not expect any: news Koh hence bo? that 1 ſhall © conclude 
by affuring you that I ſhall n not fail t to do what, v deſir ire, et 1 
come to an W which will be = and | that t in the me an time I I . 


4. ing 1 301 2 
+ eo.” ae Meta *_ | 
4 Y © 301 moſt tumble' ſervant; 8 
Holy Thurſday, 2 33 2 P. STANHOPE. 


E 


1 


1 


ZO Ii 


L E. I. T. E R Vs. 11100 
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TO THE-SAME. - 
$1R, | e | 

T SHOULD have thanked you ſooner for the letter you was ſo 
kind as to write to me, if I had not been prevented by ſome 
little excurſions 1 have taken lately, to, {eg the neighbouring places; 
ſuch as Amſterdam, Leyden, Utrecht, &. _ You have reaſon to 
upbraid me with my not writing to you, as 1 had promiſed ; and 
1 own there was ſome lazineſs in, the caſe; for, though 1 wiſhed 
nothing more than to exprefs the eſteem and reſpect I have for 
you, yet I put off, from day to day both the pleaſure and the 


trouble of writing to you. 
He was bred up a phyſician, and travelled with Sir George Byng's ſons. 


I 0 


TO HIS FRIENDS. |BOOK- 1. LET. Iv. v. 9 


L ET T RE. ny 


AU MEM R. 


E vous demande mille pardons, - Monſieur, de wavoir pas plvt6t 
rendu reponſe a votre demiere lettre, mais il y a quelque tems que 
Pai etè fort OCCuPe à Panatomie, outre mes exercices ordinaires, ou 
bien jaurois Ete en ville avant ce tems ici. 
je ne nvetonne gueres de Yhonnetete que votre fils, avec les enfans 
de Sr. George Byng, trouva de la part des Francois. En verité ils nous 
en doivent de reſte, et Ceſt une Pauvre . pour tout ce que 
nous leur avons donné. 

Je ſuis fort oblige a Mr. Chaſſeloup du bien qwil dit de moi, et ce 
n'eſt pas pour lui rendre la une que je vous dis que Ceſt un re 
joli garcon. | 

Il ne faut pas que vous attetulles des nouvelles ici, ds! forte que 
je finirai, en vous aſſurant que je ne manquerai pas de faire ce que 
vous me demandez, quand je ſerai à Londres, ce qui ſera en peu de | 
temps, & que cependant je ſais, | 


MONSIEUR, | 
nn. Votre tres wann ſerviteur, 
P. STANHOPE, 


Au  MEME. 
MONSIEUR, | 


E vous aurois pldtot remercié de la lettre que vous avez eu la 
bontè de meècrire, ſi des petits voyages que ; ai faits depuis peu 
pour voir les endroits a-Fentour: dici, comme Amſterdam, Leyde, 
Utrecht, &c. ne men euſſent en C'eſt avec juſtice que 
vous me reprochez de ne vous avoir pas'ecrit, ſelon ma promeſſe, & 
Javoue quill y avoit de la pareſſe dans mon fait; car, quoique je ne 
ſouhaitaſſe rien d avantage que de vous temoigner  Veſtime . & le 
reſpect que Jai pour vous, toutefois je remettois de jour en jour, 
et le plaiſir et la peine de vous &crire. | e 60 
'L OL II. C | Pour 


xo -- LORD CHESTERFIEED'S LETTERS | 

As for the deſcription of the towns in Flanders, which you aſk 
me for, I believe it would be needleſs to ſend it you; for you 
know it already better than I do, from perſons who were better 
able to judge of them: and, as for reflections, I could make none; 
for you know they ſhould be madg rather upon perſons than 
things, and, as I only paſſed through, I had not time to make 
any acquaintance ; but, if I had made any obſervations, I queſtion 
whether I ſhould have ventured to impart them to you. I am too 
well acquainted with your judgment and my own. | 

I have ſpent my time very agreeably here; for this place is 
quite charming in ſummer; and there is very good company, on 
account of the many foreigners who live here; for, as to the na- 
tives, it is certain they have not the moſt refined manners ; they 
are a good ſort of people, but converſe very little. 

I ſhall ſet out next week for a place which I am told will not 
be leſs entertaining : I mean Turin, where I ſhall continue till 
the carnival; then I ſhall go to bes ge and from thence to 
Rome, &c. * When you do me the pleaſure to write to me 
(which I hope will be very often), you need but ſend your letters 
to lady Halifax t, who will forward them to me; and, on my 
ſide, I ſhall not fail to thank you for them, and to aſſure you 


with how much ſincerity and reſpect I am, 


SIR, 
Hague, Aug. 10, N. 5, Your moſt humble Servant, 
f STANHOPE. 
I beg my compliments to Mrs. J. 


LETTER. 


TO THE SAME. 


S I Ry 


AM. very ſorry I did not receive the letter you mention in that 
which I received yeſterday; and the more, as I believe you 


* This proje& was laid afide by the death of queen Anne ; and our nobleman had never af- 


terwards an opportunity of reſuming it. 


5 + His grandmother ; to whoſe tender care and vrodenk management he was indebted for his 
ucation. 


gave 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK IL LET V. VI. 1 
Pour la deſcription des villes de Flandres, ue vous me de- 

mandez, je crois qu'il ſeroit afſez: inutile de vous Penvoyer, car 
vous la ſavez deja mieux que moi, par des perſonnes qui en ont 
pu mieux juger; et, pour des reflexions, je n'en ai pu faire aucune, 
car vous ſavez qu'elles doivent etre faites plutot ſur les perſonnes que 
fur les choſes; et, comme je ne faifois que paſſer, je nai pas eu le 
tems d'y faite aucune connoiſſance; mais, quand meme fer euſſe 
fait, je ne ſais ſi jaurois eu la hardieſſe de vous les bene e rk 
Je connols trop bien votre Jugement et le mien. | 

Le ſejour que j'ai fait ici a été fort agreable, car cet Ahoi 
eſt tout- a- fait charmant dans I'ete, et la compagnie y eſt fort bonne, 
à cauſe du grand nombre d'etrangers qui y demeurent; car, pour les 
gens du pais, il eſt certain qu'ils ne font pas d'un commerce le plus 
rafine : ce ſont d'aſſez bonnes gens, mais qui” ne ſe m&lent pas de 
la converſation. 

La ſemaine qui vient, je pars pour un - endirolt qu'on nraſſure | 
ne ſera pas moins divertiſſant, je veux dire Turin, ov je reſterai 
juſqu'au carnaval ; puis j'irai a Veniſe, de la a Rome, &c. Quand 
vous voudrez bien me faire le plaiſir de nvecrire (ce que jeſpere 
vous voudrez bien ſouvent), vous n'avez qu'a envoyer vos lettres 
chez my lady Halifax, qui me les fera recevoir; et moi de mon 
cotè, je ne manquerai pas de vous en remercier, et de vous affurer 
avec combien de fincerite et de reſpect je ſuis, 
MONSIEUR, 
Voue tres humble ſerviteur, 


We STANHOPE, 
Je vous prie de faire mes complimens a madame votre femme. 


De la Haye, ce 10 Aout, N. S. 


— 
— 


LETTRE: VL 


A AU MEME, 
MONSIEUR, 


J ſuis fort fäché de avoir pas regu votre lettre, dont vous me 
parlez dans celle que je requs hier de votre part, autant plus 
que je crois que vous ny donniez quelque occaſion de vous faire 

— F | PalüKlhaſſir, 
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gave me ſome opportunity of obliging you, which 1 ſhall 
always do with the greateſt readineſs. I am very glad lady 
Halifax has done what ſhe could in your favour. You re- 
proach me (and not without cauſe) for not having writ to you 
ſince I came to Paris. I confeſs my fault; I repent of it; and 
you will be convinced of the fincerity of my repentance, by the 
number of letters I ſhall trouble you with for the future. You 
will beg for quarters, but in vain: I will puniſh you for not 
having known your firſt happineſs. _ 

I had not been ſo long out of England, as to with to return 


- thither at any rate, elſe I could have liked to have been there at 


the arrival of the king, to have ſhared in the general joy it muſt 
have occaſioned. . Had I no other reaſon, the ſorrow alone which 
appeared in the French, and in the Engliſh who followed the 
pretender, on the death of the queen, would be enough to com- 
fort me for that event. But, when I ſee how far matters were 
already advanced in favour of the pretender and popery, and 
that we were on the very brink of ſlavery, I abſolutely look upon 
the death of that woman as the happieſt thing that has ever be- 
fallen England ; for, had ſhe lived three months longer, ſhe was 
certainly going to eſtabliſh her own religion, and of courſe ty- 
ranny, and would have left us, at her death, a baſtard for our 
king, juſt as great a fool as herſelf, and who, like her, would 
have been led by the noſe by a ſet of raſcals. The pretender's 
declaration, and a thouſand other things, are convincing proofs of 
the deſign of thoſe conſpirators, the miniſtry, to bring him 1n. 

If you will have me tell you freely what I think of France, 
you muſt give me leave to conſider you as an Engliſnman; and 
then I ſhall tell you that, except Verſailles, I ſee nothing here that 
we have not finer and better in England. I ſhall not give you 
my opinion of the French, becauſe I am very often taken for 
one; and many a Frenchman has paid me the higheſt compli- 
ment they think they can pay to any one, which is, “Sir, you 
are juſt like one of us.” I ſhall only tell you, that I am inſolent;. 
I talk a great deal; I am very loud and peremptory LF ſing and 
dance as I go along; and, laſtly, I ſpend a monſtrous deal of | 
Rey in powder, feathers, white gloves, _ "__ 


1 ſhall 
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plaifir, ce que je chercherai toujours avec empreſſement. Je ſuis 
bien aiſe que milady Halifax ait fait ce qu'elle a pu en votre faveur.. 
Vous me reprochez (et pas ſans quelque raiſon) de ne vous avoir 
pas ecrit depuis mon arrivee a Paris. Javoue ma faute, je m'en 
repens, & vous verrez la fincerite de mon repentir, par la quantite 
de lettres dont je vous accablerai dans la ſuite. Vous me deman- 
derez quartier, mais. vous aurez beau faire, je vous punirai de 
avoir pas connu votre premier bonheur. 

Il y avoit trop peu de tems que j'*tois ſorti de VAngleterre,, pour 
ſouhaiter d'y retourner a quelque prix que ce fut, autrement j'au- 
rois bien voulu y avoir ete à Yarrivee du roi, pour prendre part à 
la joye qu'on en devoit avoir. Si je n'avois point d' autre raiſon, la. 
ſeule triſteſſe que temoignent les Francois, et les Anglois de la ſuite: 
du pretendant, ſur la mort de la reine, ſeroit capable de m'en con 
ſoler. Mais quand je vois combien loin les choſes etoient deja. 
avanctes en faveur du pretendant, & du papiſme, et que nous 
etions a deux doigts de Veſclavage, je compte abſolument pour le 
plus grand bonheur qui ſoit jamais arrive a VAngleterre, la mort de 
cette femme, qui, 11 elle etit vecu encore trois mois, alloit ſans 
doute etablir ſa religion, et par conſequent la tyrannie, et nous 
auroit laifſe, apres ſa mort, pour roi, un batard, tout auſſi ſot 
qu'elle, et qui, comme elle, auroit &e mene par le nez par une 
bande de ſcelerats. La declaration du pretendant,, et. mille autres 
choſes, ſont des preuves convaincantes du deſſein qu'avoient ces 
conjures du miniſtere, de le faire entrer. | 

Si vous voulez que je vous dife franchement mes. ſentimens de 
la France, il faut que vous me permettiez de vous conſidèrer 
comme Anglois, et alors je vous dirai, que. harmis Verſailles, il 
n'y a rien ici que nous mayons de plus beau et de meilleur en 
Angleterre. Je. ne vous dirai pas mes ſentimens des Francois, 
parce. que je ſuis fort ſouvent pris pour un, et plus d'un Francois 
m'a fait le plus grand compliment qu'ils croyent pouvoir faire a 
perſonne, qui eſt, Monſieur, vous Etes tout comme nous.“ Je. 
vous dirai ſeulement, que je ſuis infolent ; que je parle beaucoup; 
bien haut, et d'un ton. de maitre; que je chante et que je danſe en 
marchant ; et, enfin, que je fais une depenſe furieuſe en. poudre,. 
— gands blancs, &c. 


Tecrirai 
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I ſhall write to Mr. Morris to give you half of that trifle ; and 
the reſt I ſhall have the honor. to give you myſelf in a very ſhort 
time. I am, | SI Ry 


Yours, &c. 


Paris, Dec. 7, | STANHOPE. 


® U 


L2 T-T-2-2-vl 
T0 MAb." > oc „ AT PAMILG 


UR letters, madam, ſeem to croſs each other only to furniſh 

an opportunity for exerciſing the delicacy of our mutual ſuſ- 
picions, and for the explanations that immediately follow; circum- 
{tances that do no harm in friendſhip, any more than in love. I 
confeſs I find ſomething flattering in your ſuſpicions ; and I proteſt, 
whenever you remove mine, which, by the way, are much better 
grounded, I am heartily glad of it. Theſe ſentiments, ſurely, which 
are very true, ought to convince you that the friendſhip on my fide is 
ſomething more than a chimerical proſpect ; or muſt rather prove 
that your pretended caſtle in the air is in reality a very ſolid edifice 
already conſtructed. Yes, madam, be aſſured that if you will con- 
deſcend to wiſh for, or even to accept, ſo inſignificant a friendſhip 
as mine, it is already your own, and for ever; and without appre- 
hending the illuſions of ſelf-love, you may rely on your own merit 
as a pledge of this truth. I therefore conſider our friendſhip as 
ratified by theſe preſents, and ſo well confirmed that for the future 
I ſhall avail myſelf of my rights without ceremony, and without 
{paring you. God knows whether in time I ſhall not ſo far abuſe 
them, as even to addreſs you in the ſtile of he and thou, for we ſel- 
dom keep within the proper bounds, and friendſhip is almoſt al- 
ways either abuſed by familiarity, or conſtrained by ceremony. I 
begin already by infulting you; and I acquaint you, that, in ſpite of 


have not the original of this letter; this copy was given me by lady Cheſterfield, but 
without the name of the perſon to whom it was written. 


2 your 
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J %crirai à Mr. Morris qu'il vous donne la moitie de cette baga- 
telle; et pour le reſte, Paurai Phonneur de vous le SUNG? moi- 
mme en tres peu de tems. Je ſuis, 


MONSIEUR, 


De Paris, ce 7 Dec. Votre, &c. 
STANHOPEs 


Ne 


— — — — 


L E TTR E VII. 
a ADEN co o4t6554 


OS lettres, madame, ne ſemblent ſe croiſer, que pour donner 

lieu à la delicateſſe de nos ſoupgons reciproques, et aux Eclair- 
ciſſemens qui les ſuivent de fi pres, circonſtances qui ne gitent rien 
en amitic, non plus qu'en amour. Javyoue que je me trouve flatte 
de vos ſoupgons, et je vous jure que chaque fois que je me vois de- 
trompe des miens, qui par parentheſe ſont beaucoup mieux fondés, 
Jen ai une veritable joye. Ces ſentimens, qui ſont tres reels, ne vous 
montrent-ils Pamitie de mon cote que comme une chimere en per- 
ſpective, ou plutdt ne vous prouvent-ils pas que votre chateau en 
Efpagne eſt un edifice, tres ſolide, et tout fait? Oui, madame, ſoyez 
perſuadee que, fi vous daignez ſouhaiter, ou meme accepter, une 
amitiè auſſi peu intèreſſante, qu'eft la mienne, elle vous eſt deja 
toute acquiſe, et pour toujours; et ſans craindre les illuſions de 
Famour propre, vous pouvez vous en fier a votre propre merite, 
comme garant de cette verite. Je conſidère donc notre amitie comme 
ratifice par ces preſentes, et fi bien ratifice meme, que pour jouir 
de mes droits je n'uſerai plus a Vavenir de politeſſe ni de menage- 
ment pour vous. Dieu ſait meme ſi avec le tems je ren abuſerai 
pas au point de vous tutoyer, car on ne ſe tient gueres au point 
convenable, et Tamite eſt preſque toujours, ou abuſèe par la fami- 
Harite, ou gence par les fagons. Je commence des a preſent par 
vous inſulter, et je vous annonce que malgr: vos voeux, votre 


ami, 


\ 
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your withes, your friend, not our friend.... . . is ſet out to-day * 
tor his country-ſeat; ... . . . . torn from the King by the majority of 
the parliament, and at the ſame time loaded with freſh marks of 
his favour, ſuch as the title of earl, a conſiderable penſion, places 
for his friends and dependents. His retreat does not ſeem 2s if 
it would be a very quiet one...... The new miniſtry is not yet 
declared; and, as you may well imagine, there is no ſmall buſtle 
Ol the occaſion : a few days will decide the matter. | 

So much for news, which I do not baniſh from our correſpon- 
dence any more than you, but I think them the leaſt effential ar- 
*icle ; for in truth I care much leſs for what kings do, than for what 
you tell me, and what you think ; and facts will always be that 
part of your letters which will intereſt me leaſt, Nor is this any 
great compliment to you, conſidering the preſent ſituation of my 
mind ; for, whether it be from philoſophy or lazineſs, or even in- 
dolence, I look upon all thoſe events, which ſo diſturb others, 
with the ſame indifference with which I read thoſe of antiquity ; 
and all the kings in Europe are to me no more than the kings of 
Perſia and Egypt. However, if my deſtiny or my connections 
ſhould oblige me to take ſome part in the public buſineſs, I muſt 
ſubmit to the yoke, and fulfil my engagements ; but it will not be 
without envying the lot of thoſe who remain maſters of their own 
time, actions, and words. 


— 


LETTER: VI: 


FROM Me DE MARTEL Þ. 
April 8, 1742. 
TE feel more than you, my lord, the burden of having 
maſters, and eſpecially of wanting to give maſters to others ; 
but, far from judging as you do, that it is an evil, I am almoſt 
tempted to believe, that man is only capable of feeling his liberty 
when he diſputes it ; that, without dominion, that precious bleſſing 


This fixes the date of this letter, viz. February 12, 1741, 


+ This is alſo a copy, for which I am indebted to lady Cheſterfield, From the contents and the 
date I ſhould ä it to have been an anſwer to the preceding. 


= * 
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ami, et non pas notre ami. +. eſt parti aujourd'hui pour ſa 
terre. .. arrache au Roi par la majorite du parlement, et 
en meme tems comble de nouvelles marques de faveur, comme titre 
de comte, penſion conſiderable, charges a vie pour ſes amis et d&pen- 
dans .... Sa retraite n'a pas la mine d'etre fort tranquille. .... II 
n'y a pas encore un nouveau miniſtere declare, et comme vous pouvez 
juger il y a bien du mouvement à cette occaſion: peu de jours 
en decideront. - WOES 

Voila pour les nouvelles, que je ne bannis non plus que vous de 
notre commerce, mais dont je fais Particle le moins eſſentiel, car par 
ma foi je me ſoucie bien moins de ce que font les rois que de ce que 
vous me dites et de ce que vous penſez, et les faits ſeront toujours les 
endroits de vos lettres qui nvinterefſeront le moins. Ce weſt: pas au 
reſte un grand compliment que je vous fais, vi la ſituation deſprit, 
dans laquelle je me trouve: car, ſoit philoſophie, ſoit pareſſe, ou 
meme indolence, Je regarde tous ces Evenemens qui agitent tant les 
autres, avec le meme ſang froid que je lis ceux de Fantiquite, et tous 
les rois de VEurope ſont pour moi les rois de Perſe et dE gypte. Si 
pourtant ma deſtinee, ou mes liaiſons, mobligent 4 prendre quelque 
part aux affaires, il faut ſubir le joug, et remplir mes engagemens, 
mais ce ne cera pas ſans envier le bienheureux ſort de ceux qui reſtent 
maitres de leur tems, de leurs actions, et de leurs paroles. 


—— 


— — 


LETTRE. Vi. 


DE MADAME DE MARTEL. - 
Ce 8 Avril, 1742. 


OUS ſentons plus que vous, mylord, le poids, d'avoir des 
maitres, & ſurtout q en vouloir donner aux autres; mais, loin 

de juger comme vous que ce ſoit un mal, je ſuis mae: tentee de 
croire, que Vhomme neſt capable de ſentir la liberte, que lorsqu'tl 
la diſpute ; que ſans domination, ce bien 11 ,precieux lui echapperoit, 
Vo. II. * D dà peu. 


1 
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would give him the ſlip, much the ſame as health. Murmurs, 
cenſures, and cabals, are excited; favourites are expelled; mi- 
niſters are turned out; vengeance is awakened; and war is ſtirred 
up. In the heat of this tumult, the mind exerts itſelf, and feels its 
own freedom. Let us compare this with the paſſive liberty of the 


ſavage, who never had a true ſenſe of it. An inſipid floth, uncom- 


trouled, leaves him in a ſtate of indolence. Can this indolence be 
ſaid to make him happy? No, there is no true happineſs but that 
which is felt, which fills the ſoul with a certain elevation in its 
projects, and a quick ſenſe of joy in the ſucceſs. Paſſions are neceſ- 
ſary ingredients to happineſs; equality would deſtroy moſt of them. 
Let us then allow men to make and unmake emperors and kings; 
the inſtinct that prompts them, both with you and with us, is too 
cunning for them, if I may be allowed the expreflion. Do not think, 
however, that I approve of this war; I have private reafons to dread 
it, I have an only ſon, who has no profeſſton but that of arms, 
according to the cuſtoms of the French nobleſſe. I atk all the world 


for peace, and I very willingly conſent that our nation ſhould be con- 


tent with governing by her faſhions, her luxury, and her trifling 
refinements of wit. This is what we excel in, and our favourite 
employment; witneſs Marianne, the Sopha, the confeffions of 
Monſieur le Comte, and ſo many other pretty trifles that daily pour in 
upon us, and are the ſtanding topic of almoſt all our converſations. 
Come, my lord, with the olive-branch in your hand, and reſtore 
us to our amuſements; come and make uſe of our cooks, and par- 
take of the ſweets of our ſociety. Send no troops to Flanders; live 
in peace with us. We only want to check the power of the. queen 
of Hungary, and then to ſhare with you the riches of trade, for the 
common good of Europe. On theſe conditions, I conſent to wear 


nothing but the wool of your ſheep, and leave the Dutch and the 


Germans to their own natural good ſenſe, without ever wiſhing to 
fubject them to our mode of wit, or to our epigrammatic turn. 
But I percerve that Jam rather unreaſonable, to continue writing 
ſo long to you, who think yourſelf a ſtranger” to me. As far 
as it has lam in my power, wit and. merit have never been ſo ; 
and I affure you, my lord, that, were you a Japaneſe; I ſhould not 


-be the leſs 


Your lordſhip's moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
5 MARTEI. 


1 


„ 
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a peu pres comme la ſante. On murmure, on blame, on cabale, 


on chaſſe les favoris, on deplace les miniftres, on ſe venge, on ſuſ- 
cite la guerre. Dans la chaleur de ce tumulte, Veſprit prend un 
nouvel eſſor, il ſe ſent libre. Comparez 4 cela Voiſive liberte d'un 


ſauvage; il wen a jamais eu le veritable ſentiment. - Une ennuy- 


euſe pareſſe, ſans aucun contradicteur, le laiſſe dans Yindolence. 


Peut-on dire que ſon indolence le rend heureux ? Non, il n'y a de 


vrai bonheur que celui qui fe fait ſentir, qui remplit Pame d'une 


certaine Elevation dans les projets, et dune joye vive dans les ſucces. | 
Il faut des paſſions ; Tegalite les ruineroit preſque toutes. Laiſſons 


donc faire et defaire aux hommes des empereurs et des rois; Vin- 
ſtinct qui les anime, chez vous et chez nous, eſt pour ainſi dive plus 
fin qu'eux. Ne croyez pas pourtant que japprouve cette guerre; 
Jai des raiſons particulieres de la craindre. Je rai qu'un fils 
unique, qui n'a q autre profeſſion que celle des armes, fuivant 
Fuſage de la nobleſſe Francoiſe. Je demande la paix a tout le 
monde, et je conſens de bon coeur que notre nation ſe contente de 
dominer par ſes modes, ſon luxe, et fon frivole rafinement deſprit. 
C'eſt notre juſte valeur, et notre occupation favorite, temoin Mari- 
anne, le Sopha, les confeſſions de Mr. le Comte, et tant d'autres 
gentilles bagatelles, dont nous ſommes journellement 'inondes,- qui 


font preſque ici le ſujet de toutes les converſations. Venez, mylord, 


le rameau dolivier a la main, nous rendre a nos amuſemens; venez 
uſer de nos cuiſiniers, et de la donceur de notre ſocitte. N*envoyez 
point de troupes en Flandres ; vivez en paix avec nous. Nous ne 
voulons que moderer la puiſſance de la reine 'Hongrie, et partager 
enſuite les richeſſes du commerce avec vous, pour le bien commun 
de Europe. A ces conditions, je conſens a n'tre vetue que de la 
laine de vos moutons, et a laiſſer les Hollandois et les Allemands a tout 
leur bon ſens naturel, ſans vouloir jamais les aſſujettir a notre tour 
M\eſprit, ni a nos perpetuelles epigrammes. 

Mais je nvappercois que je ne ſuis gueres raiſonnable, de vous 


ecrire fi longtems, a vous qui vous croyez un etranger, un inconnu 


à mon égard. Autant que je Vai pu, Teſprit et le mérite ne me Font 
jamais été; et ſachez, mylord, que quand vous ſeriez Japonois, Je 


men aurois pas moins Ihonneur d'Ctre 


Votre tres humble et tres obeiflante ſervante, 
MARTEL. 
D 2 LETTRE 
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FROM MR. CREBILLON®* TO LORD CHESTERFIELD, 


Fu, F ebruary 23z 17424 
MY LORD, 


Never read a word of yours, but what lays me under freſh obliga- 
| tion; and increaſes, if poſſible, the lively gratitude I owe for your 
| | favours. I have felt, more than I could expreſs, all that you have 
been pleaſed to do for me. | | 
I am not ignorant that it was in the midſt of pen Which 
were of importance to England, and which muſt have given you full 
employment, that you have condeſcended to think of my book, and 
to be anxious for my ſituation. I will not pretend to thank you for 
your generous concern; all I could ſay, my lord, would fall too 
far ſhort of what you do, and of what I feel. I ſhould not be aſham- 
ed of not ſpeaking elegantly, but I ſhould be ſo, to find that I 
could not expreſs, - as ſtrongly as I ought, the ſentiments of reſpect I 
have for your lordſhip. Permit me to uſe the word gratitude ; be 
the benefactors rank what it will, it cannot offend him. When the 
ſentiment it exptefles is a true one, I think it may be admitted, and 
it can only diſpleaſe when it is a mere compliment. 
A propos, my lord, I owe you one if our accounts are > true, but I 
think I ought to congratulate England, and not you f. Permit me 
then to beg that you will take care of your health. It will be doing 
a great ſervice to your country, if you preſerve your own life ; but 
this is a truth we know better than you, and I am very much afraid 
that all your friends together will not be able to convince you of it. 
[ At laſt, my lord, the Sopha is come out; and methinks it ſeems 
to take, but not without oppoſition. Though all our women think 
{ like Phenima, there is not one but is offended at the character of 
i Zulica. The ſevereſt criticiſm falls vpn. this 2 Nobody can 
0 CONCEIVE 


+ Son to the French poet of that name, and author of ſome witty and ſatyrical norels. The 
manners of the age, and eſpecially of the French nation, have been no where ſo ſtrongly marked 
1 as in the writings "of this author. He profeſſes that his object was to expoſe vice, and to mend 
jt | both the mind and the heart of his countrymen, It may be ſo : but virtue muſt bluſh that her 

adyocate 


LETTRE IX. 


DE MR. DE CREBILLON LE FILS,* AMYLORD CHESTERFIELD. 


Paris, 23 Fevrier, 1742. 


MYLORD, ; | 

J E ne lis pas un mot de vous, qui ne me ſoit un nouveau bienfait 

de votre part, et qui n'augmente, $'il eſt poſſi ble, la vive recon- 

noiſſance que je dois a vos bontes. Jai ſenti plus que je nai pu vous 
Fexprimer, tout ce que vous avez bien voulu faire pour moi. 

Je n'ignore pas que c'eſt au milieu de circonſtances importantes à 
VAngleterre, et qui devoient nèceſſairement vous occuper tout entier, 
que vous avez daigne ſonger a mon livre, et vous inquieter de ma 
ſituation. Je n'entreprendrai point de vous rendre graces de vos 


genereuſes attentions ; tout ce que je pourrois vous dire, mylord, 
ſeroit trop au deſſous, et de ce que vous faites, et de ce que je ſens. 
Je ne rougirois pas de ne vous point parler elegamment, mais je ſerois 
honteux de ne pouvoir pas vous exprimer, auſſi vivement que je le 
devrois, les ſentimens de reſpect que j'ai pour vous. Paſſez moi le 


terme de reconnoiſſance; quel que ſoit le rang du bienfaiteur, il 


ne peut pas Voffenſer. Lorſque le ſentiment qu'il peint eſt vrai, il 


me ſemble qu'on peut radmettre, et om ne doit Ty que 
lorsqu'il n'eſt que compliment. 


A propos, mylord, fi nos nouvelles Sar bonnes, je vous en 


dois un; mais il me ſemble que ce ſeroit Angleterre qu'il faudroit 


feliciter, et non pas vous. Permettez donc que je vous ſupplie de 
vous menager ; vous ferez beaucoup pour votre patrie en vous con- 
ſervant; mais Ceſt une choſe que nous ſavons mieux que vous 


meme, et que je crains bien que. tous vos amis reunis ne puiſſent 
pas vous faire entendre. | 


Enfin, mylord, le Sopha a paru. II me ſemble qu'il rèuſſit, mais 
ce reſt pas fans contradiction. Quoique toutes nos femmes penſent 
comme Phenime, il n'y en a pas une qui ne ſoffenſe du carattere 


de Zulica. Ceſt ſur ce morceau que tombent les plus vives critiques. 


advocate ſhould have indulged in images and deſcriptions likely to inflame rather than extinguiſh. 
paſſions. 


+ The report of lord Cheſterfield being appointed lord lieutenant of Ireland. 
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ccnceive there can be a man in the world ſo little acquainted with 
women, as to draw ſuch pictures of them. They tell you it is but an 
imaginary character, which is neither copied from nature nor from 
probability. Women are tender, very true ; they have their frail- 
ties, very well; poſſibly they may: but to ſuppoſe that they are 
groſly immoral, that they are falſe, that they can be determined by 
any other motive than ſenſibility, in ſhart, that they are to be con- 
quered in leſs than an hour; this is without example, and can only 
be repreſented by the blackeſt of men. What appears to me to be 
more rational than all theſe exclamations is, that I am charged with 
being tedious in this very ſtory, in which, by wanting to copy nature 
too cloſely, I have really been too prolix. If it is right to copy 
nature, it ſhould only be done, ſo far as it may afford pleaſure. It 
the likeneſs is ever ſo ſtriking, when it conveys none but diſagreeable 
ideas, or tires the ſpectator, the painter is but a bungler : this 1s the 
very thing that has happened to me. Perſuaded as I was, that the 
thing a woman owns with the greateſt reluctance, 1s the number of 
her gallantries, I have too long poſtponed Zulica's falſe confeſſion ; 
and though I have endeavoured to keep up the converſation, by 
introducing characters, and ideas, I found it impoſſible not to tire the 
reader. 

Another very ſerious accuſation is, that I had promiſed a tale, and 
have given a book, where have brought in morality, and a picture 
of human life. Strange and wild conceits, inchantments, magic 
tricks, this is what the public expected. I flatter myſelf, my lord, 
that the London critics will not attack me on. this article ; and that 
they will forgive me, if I have not been ſo trifling as I had given 
room to expect. The bigots exclaim ; hitherto, however, I am 
let alone, and I hope that, as my book is found ſo ſerious, the mi- 
niſtry will not proceed againſt it. Though my critics are ſo ſevere, 
I dare believe that the Sopha will not hurt my reputation, and that 
poſſibly it may, in time, be that of all my writings which will meet 
with the greateſt indulgence. It had been too well, and too long 
uſhered in, not to appear inferior to it's fame; and, had it been ever 

* In this he was miſtaken, as appears from the following letter. He was ordered to quit the 


capital, His puniſhment reſembled that of Ovid: the liberties he took with fome great men, 
and even with the ſovereign, were the true cauſes of his temporary exile, 
| ſo 
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On ne congoit pas qu'il y ait au monde quelqu'un qui connoifle aſſez 
peu les femmes pour en faire de pareils portraits. Ce reſt, dit- on, 
qu'un caractere ideal, qui n'eft pris ni dans la nature, ni dans la 
vraiſemblance. Les femmes ſont tendres, ſoit ; qu'on les peigne 
avec des foibleſſes, fort bien; il eſt poſſible qu'elles en ayent : mais 
leur donner des moeurs odieuſes; imaginer qu'elles ſont fauſſes ; 
que quelque autre motif que le ſentiment puiſſe les determiner ; 
quenfin en moins d'une heure, on en puiſſe triompher, voila ce 
qui ne ſ'eſt jamais vu, et ce qu'on ne peut peindre ſans ètre le plus 
noir des hommes. Une critique qui me paroit plus raiſonnable que 
toutes les exclamations, ce ſont les longueurs qu'on me reproche 


ſuis rèellement trop etendu, S'il eſt bien de la peindre, ce weſt 
qu autant qu'il en peut refulter de Pagrement; quelque fidele que 
ſoit la peinture, lorſquelle' ne donne que des idées deſagréables, ou 
quelle fatigue, le peintre n'eſt qu un maladroit : Ceſt ce qui neſt 
arrive. Perſuade que la choſe du monde qu'une femme avone le plus 
difficilement, eſt le nombre de ſes galanteries, Pai trop retarde le faux. 
aveu de Zulica; et quoique Jaye tache de ſoutenir la converſation 


un reproche encore tres ſerieux' quo me fait, - eſt d'avoir promis un 
conte, et de donner un livre on Fort trouve de la morale, et la pein- 


ture de la vie humaine. Des idees bizarres et folles, des enchante- 


mens, des coups de baguette, voila ce qu'on attendoit. Je me flat- 


te, mylord, que les critiques de Londres ne tomberont par ſur ce 


dernier article, et qubn voudra bien m'y pardonner de n'avoir pas eté 
auſſi frivole que je ſemblois Pavoir fait croire. Les devots crient ; 


cependant, juſques ici, on” me laiſſe tranquifte, et j eſpère que plus 


mon livre paroit {erieux, moins le miniſtere ſongera à ſeèvir contre. 


Quelque ardens que ſoient mes critiques, joſe eroire que le Sopha ne 
fera point de tort a ma reputation, et qu'un jour, peut=etre, ce ne ſera. 
pas celui de mes ouvrages qu'on me ſaura le plus mauvais gred' avoir 


fait. II Ctoit trop bien, et depuis trop longtems annonce, pour n'avoir 


pas du. pareitre au deſſous deifiirenomines ;.-et je doute, ſeiN eſit ee 


parfait 


dans le meme morceau, od voulant trop imiter la nature, je me 


par des portraits, et des idées, je Wai pu eviter dennuyer. Au reſte, 
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ſo perfect, I queſtion whether many faults would not have been found 


with it, on it's firſt appearance. 
It is not unlikely, my lord, that in a month's. time I ſhall have 


very different accounts to ſend you on this ſubject. I have ſhewn 
too little indulgence to the ladies, and to fools and knaves, to expect 
they ſhould not unite againſt me. Had I been more of the courtier, 
and leſs blunt, I ſhould probably have had more admirers ; perhaps 
too, it is only ſelf-love that makes me think ſo: for an author is 16 
fooliſh, his vanity is ſo eaſily hurt, he finds ſo many contrivances to 
eſcape being mortified, that I might very poſſibly. fancy I had ene- 
mies, when I had none but the. moſt equitable judges in the world. 
I heartily wiſh it may not have tired you, if you have given it 
a ſecond reading ; and would beg the favour of you, my lord, if you 
had time to ſpare, to give me your opinion about it; that, rectified by 
your criticiſm, I might one day give an edition of the Sopha, that 
would not diſgrace its protector. 

A ſingular thing, which I had forgot to mention, is that the wo- 
men have not found obſcenity enough in the book. I do not know 
what your London ladies may think of the matter. 

I have received but two of the three letters you have done me the 
honor to write to me. I treſpaſs upon your patience, ſo ſhall con- 
clude with TING that you will ſtill find time to read me now 
and then. 

I am, my lord, with all imaginable reſpedt, 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
CREBILLON, 


LE n 


FROM THE SAME. 
Paris, July 26, 1742. 


T would * be an 1 inſtance of good-nature, 
and ſuch as, in my heart, I could not approve, thou gh I were the 
obj ect of it, if you ſhould think me capable of ingratitude towards 


you, and could forgive it. I have been but three weeks without 
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parfait, que dans 16s! ee momens auto, on ne lui cbt pas 
trouve bien des defauts. c % PL ih re ae Net i 
y a quelque apparence, mylord, que FIG un amd Faurai 3 
ſur ce ſujet, des choſes à vous mander, fort diffèrentes de celles dau- 
jourdhui. Je meEnage trop peu les femmes, les ſots et les fripons;/ 
pour que tous enſemble wayent pas cherchè à me nuire. Plus courti- 
ſan, moins ruſtre, Jaurois vraiſemblablement trouve plus dupproba- 
teurs; peut- etre auſſi ne le crois4e que par amour proprè; car on eſt 
fi ſot quand on eſt auteur; on a une vanite fi facile à bleſſer; tant 
de reſſources en meme tems contre Thumiliation ; quil ſeroit très 
poſſible que je me cruſſe des ennemis, lorſque je waurois eu que les 
juges du monde les plus cquitables. Je defire ardemment, ſi. vous 
Pavez relu, qu'il ne vous ait pas ennuyé; et vous ſupplieroisp miy- 
lord, fi vous en aviez le loifir, de me dire ce que vous en avez 
afin que, redreſſè par votre critique, je puiſſe un jour donner duſ 
1 une édition qui le rende plus digne de fon protecteu. 
Une choſe ſinguliere, et que Joubliois de vous dire, Geſt que les 
a n'y ont pas trouve aſſez Fobſcenites. G7 ” ne oy fi les * 
de Londres auront penſe de meme. 0 lie 
Des trois lettres que vous avez fait Mad de bene je wen 
ai regu que deux. Fabuſe de votre patience, et je finis en vous r 
de trouver encore quelquefois le tems de me lire. 
Je NP mylord, avec tout le reſpect poſſible, 
5 votre tres humble et tres obliſſant ſerviteur, 


Ara en enen en rn CREBILLON. 


L. E I. T R E. X. 
Dy MEM 8B. 
| Paris 26 Juillet, 1742. 
70 U 8 ferien aſſurement d'une bonté ſans exemple, dune bonte 
que, dans le fonds du coeur, je mapprouverois pas, quoiqu'elle 
tompät ſur moi, fi pouvant me croire coupable dingratitude a votre 


&gard, vous pouviez me le pardonner. Jen ai ete que trois ſemaines 


{ans vous ecrire, et je ne m'etois meme permis cet intervalle que parce 
Vol. II. E que, 
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weitinip th you; and this interval Lallowed. myſelf, only bend in 
the laſt letter 1 ever received from you, which is that in which you 
ſet mè right in the affair of the Sopha, you told me you was going to 
Spa, and I thought I muſt allow you time to get thither. As the poſt 
has not thought proper to bring me your laſt letters, I knew nothing 
of your ſtaying, in England; and towards the beginning of this month, 
I|-wrote to you to Spa. H your ſhould recover that letter, my lord, you 
will ſee that I was. duly: ſenfible of what, your generous: friendſhip 
had ſuggeſted for me. As it is very poſſible it may never be ſent 
you, as the poſt has not of late been very attentive to, thoſe kind of 
things, I. will endeavour, my lord, to „nett Wh. I ſaid in that 
letter. 

von are the man in the: world from whom I ſhould ſooneſt accept 
affiftance, becauſe you are of all men him whom I maſt eſteem; and 
becauſe I am of opinion that the ſame; principle which prompts us to 
oblige, is the only one which can ſuffer us to contract obligations; and 
that nothing is ſo grating as to be beholden to me Whom you would 
be aſhamed to own as a benefactor. I beg, therefore, my lord, you 
will not think it is out of pride that I have rèfuſed your kind offer; 
Jam incapable of any ſuch impertinence. What I prize moſt in the 
world is your friendſhip. I had no right to expect that ſuch ſmall 
talents as mine ſhould ever entitle me to ſo valuable an acquiſition, 
and I ſhall never forget that I owe it much more to your goodneſs 
than to my own merit. I am ſo ſineerely devoted to you, that, with 
your generous diſpoſition, you muſt feel more ſatisfaction in having 
a faithful ſervant, than vexation in having an unprofitable one. 

I am glad you drink the Bath waters, as I ſuppoſe the phyſicians 
have thought them more advifeable than thoſe of Spa; but I could 
have withed it had been otherwiſe, as I had flattered myſelf that, at 
your return, you would have come and ſpent ſome time in France; 
and I had already laid ſome very pretty ſchemes for the time you 
would be amongſt us. 

At laſt my baniſhment is at an end; oY thank God, I can now | 
hold up my head in Paris. I dont think I ſhall-avail myſelf much of 
the permiſſion that has been granted me to live there, nor do I be- 

6 lieve 
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aue, dans Ia dernire lettre que Pai recue de dos, et qui Etoit celle 
cou vous voulez bien meclaircir fur affaire du Sophia, vous me 
mandiez que vous 'alliez à Spa, et que je croybis du moins devoir | 
vous y laiffer arfiver. Comme il ma pas plu à la poſte de laiffer par- 
venir juſquà moi vos dernières lettres, Jai ignore que vous reſtiez . 
en Angleterre; et an'cormmetcement de ce mois, je vous al crit 
A Spa. Si cette lettre vous revenoit, mylord, vous verriez que 7a 
ſenti comme je le devois ce que votre gëniereuſe arritiè votis avoſt 
ſaggere pour moi. - Cormme il eſt tres poſſible quon ne vous l Yen- 
voye pas, et que depuis longtems la poſte a perdu ces fortes batten 

tions, je crois pouvoir, n vous redire ici ce que je vous diſvis 
alors. 

Vous tes homme du monde de qui Jaccepterois te plus Go 
tiers du ſecours, parce que vous etes celui de tous que ſeftime fe plus, 
et que je crois que le meme principe qui nous porte à 5 5 eſt 
ſeul auſſi qui puiſſe nous laiſſer contradter des obligations; et $7 | 
a rien de plus cruel que de devoir de la reconnoiflance à quelq 
qui Jon ſeroit force de rougir den avoir. Ne croyez donc pas, Je 0 
ſupplie, mylord, que oe ſoit par hauteur que Fai refuſe ce que vous 
vouliez bien moffrir; elle ſeroit trop deplacte vis-a-vis de vous, et je 
ne ſerai jamais capable Tune auſſi grande fatuite. Le bien le plus 
précieux que Jaye au monde, eſt votre amitic. D'auſſi foibles talens 
que les miens ne devoient jamais me conduire à une acquiſition Pun 
auſſi grand prix; et je Woublierai jamais que je la dois beaucoup plus 
à vos bontes quia moi meme. Ceſt avec tant de finccrite que je 
vous ſuis attacht, que je ne doute pas, gencreux comme vous tes, 
que vous ne ſentiez plus le plaifir ᷑ avoir un ſerviteur fide, que le 
Chagrin de vous en Etre acquis un inutile. 

Je me rejouis que vous preniez les eaux de Bath, puiſqu- appa- 
remment les médecins les ont preferees pour vous A celles de Spa; 
y aurois cependant defire que les dernieres vous euſſent ëté néceſfaires. 
Je m toĩs flatt& qu'au retour de celles-ci, vous ſeriez venu paſſer 
quelque tems en France, et javois deja fait, ſur votre N our parmi 
nous, quelques chateaux fort agreables. 
Mon exil eſt enfin fini, et graces à Dieu, je puis marcher tete le- 
ve A Paris. Je cotapte profiter peu de la permiſſion qu on me donne 

| . E 2 | dy 
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level ſhall return thither before winter, unleſs you ſhould come, 
Which I cannot now hope for, after your Bath journey. 


We have nothin g new here, but an impertinence of Voltaire 85 


who has taken it into his head to congratulate the K. of P. on the 
fine trick he plays us. I think, if it is extremely fooliſh to be ſo 
wedded to one's own country, as to admire its follies, and to fancy 
that, no kind of merit is to be found but at home, there is an extreme 


meanneſs in not reſenting the affronts that are put upon it. The 
Philoſopher may be leſs hurt by ſuch things than another man, but 
he muſt be no patriot who can rejoice at them. Though the mini- 
ſtry have not been pleaſed with this letter, they have been wiſe 


enough to take no notice of it, and have not thought, like the pub- 


lic, that the author ought to be banithed. __ . 
I told your lordſhip in that letter which miſcarried that, 8 


by all the nonſenſe I heard about my laſt work, I was a long while 


before I would or could write any thing more, and when I could, 1 


did not find myſelf in a condition to go on with the book, of which 
you permitted me to read you a ſpecimen laſt year. However, as I 


was deſirous of employing my time, Which, in the country, rather 
hangs heavy upon the hands of a man who has. no avocations, who 
does not love cards, and Who! 1s free from all other paſſions, I betook 
myſelf to writing, and went on with a little novel, ſomewhat hiſtori- 
cal, very ſimple, and yet written in the moſt pompous ſtyle. It is a 
mere trifle, but I beſtow as much attention upon it as if it were the 


moſt conſiderable work in the world. In a word, I conſider that 


you are to read it; and that is ſufficient to induce me not to: neglect 
it. I hope it will be fit to en, and that you will e me to 
ſend it you. 

If it were not for Pamela, my lord, we mould be at a 1005 . 
to read, and what to talk of. I have at laſt read it in my turn, and, 
whatever our cenſorious triflers of both ſexes may ſay, who judge 
only by ſine writing, and make the jargon of their own tea-tables 
the ſtandard of every thing, I have found it very intereſting. I 
could have wiſhed indeed, that the tranflation had been ſomewhat 


more elegant. There are many low expreſſions, which ſeem to be 


more the tranſlator's fault than the author's. One thing 1 like, 
though many people diſlike it here, is, that he has kept up 
| to 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK. I. LET. X. 29 


d' habiter; et je ne crois pas d'y retourner avant Thiver, à moins que 
vous n'y vinſſiez faire un voyage; choſe que le votre aux en de 
Bath ne me permet plus d'eſpèrer. b 

Nous n' avons ici rien de nouveau, qu'une impertinence de Voltaire, 
qui geſt aviſe de feliciter le R. de P. ſur le beau tour quil nous joue. 
Il me ſemble que sil y a une extreme: ſottiſe a: tenir afſez à ſa pa- 
trie pour en admirer les ridicules, et croire que hors de chez ſoi; on ne 
trouve aucune forte de merite, il y a une extreme baſſeſſe a ne pas 
ſentir ce qui Yhumilie; Le philoſophe peut ttre moins ſenſible qu'un 
autre à ces ſortes de choſes; mais il n' appartient qu'a un mauvais ci- 
toyen de Sen réjouir. . Quoique le miniſtere wait. pas approuve' cette 
lettre, il a eu la ſageſſe de n'y pas faire attention, et n'a 700 pende 
comme le public qu'on en dit bannir Pauteur. 

Je vous mandois, mylord, dans cette lettre perdue, que dbcoviragt 
par toutes les platitudes que j avois entendu dire ſur mon dernier ou- 
vrage, j avois etè fort longtems ſans vouloir ou pouvoir travailler, et 
que, lorſque je Tai pu, je ne me ſuis pas trouvè capable de continuer 
le livre dont vous me permites de vous lire un eſſai l'annce derniere. 
Voulant cependant employer mon tems, choſe dont à la campagne, 
ſans grandes facilites, ſans. amour pour le jeu, et denuè de toute autre 
paſſion, Von a toujours de reſte, je me ſuis mis à Ccrire, et a continuer 
un petit roman, un peu hiſtorique, fort ſimple, et cependant écrit dans 
le ſtile le plus majeſtueux. Ceſt veritablement une bagatelle; je n'y 
apporte pas moins d attention que fi toit louvrage du monde le plus 

conſiderable. Je ſonge, en un mot, que vous le lies Ceſt vous dire 
aſſez que je ne le neglige pas. Jeſpere qu'il ſera en &tat de paroitre, 

et que vous voudrez bien me permettre de vous envoyer. | 
Sans Pamela, mylord, nous ne ſaurions ici que lire ni que dire. Fe 
Fai enfin lue a mon tour, et n'en deplaiſe a nos caillettes et a nos petits 
maitres cauſtiques, qui ne jugent que par ce qui eſt bien ecrit, ſans 
pouvoir ſe connoitre en ſtile, et qui reduiſent tout au jargon de leurs 
ruelles, je Vai trouvee fort intèreſſante. Jaurois ſouhaite, à la'verite 
que le traducteur ſe fiit un peu plus eleve. On trouve dans Fouvrage 
beaucoup de choſes baſſes, qui me paroiſſent Etre moins de Youvrage 
que de la traduction. Une choſe qui nven plait, quoiqu' elle deplaiſe 
ici 
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to the manners of the original, and has not fooliſhly ſubſtituted our 
own. Pamela in a French dreſs would, in my 6 have been 
very ridiculous. 

In the midſt of a thouſand little trifling ee which 4 in 
themſelves do not ſeem calculated to engage the attention, or to 
move the paſſions, but which neceffarily ariſe from the mean ftation 
of the heroine, the reader feels himſelf ſo affected as to ſhed tears; 
at leaſt the book has made me cry more than once. I find it full of 
ſound moral, ſentiment, truth, workings of the heart well hit off, 
and well laid open; but ſometimes too the ſame workings are 
brought on again, and produce no new ſenſation, which I think a 
great fault. For, in my opinion, the ſame thing ſhould never be 
repreſented over again, when once it has ſpent its force, unlefs it is 
productive of ſome freſh incident, ſtill more ſtriking than the for- 
mer; which is not the caſe with Pamela, where the very ſame 
picture is exhibited over and over, to no manner of purpoſe. 

For my part, my lord, I have found Pamela more vain than vir- 
tuous. Her pride is hurt by being attacked like a woman of the 
town, and ſhe is diſpleaſed at her admirer, for taking liberties 
without ever having made love to her. I ſhall ſay as Mr. B. 
I would lay any wager, that a French petit maitre, who ſhould 
have ſacrificed to Pamela's pride ſome of the pretty ſpeeches he re- 
ſerved for a dutcheſs, wrote her ſome &4//let doux, kiſſed her hands 
five or ſix times, and thrown himſelf at her feet, would have pre- 
vailed in leſs than a fortnight. 

If he repents having married her, he may thank himſelf. Beſides, 
to ſay the truth, I find her ſo filly and fo awkward after marriage! 1 
obſerve ſhe never prays in bed, which is, I believe, the only piece 
of furniture in her houſe that does not afford matter for her pious 
ejaculations, I am told the author is preparing a ſequel ; methinks 


his fourth volume ſhould be a warning to him to let that alone. But 


1 am aware that I am growing as tedious as that volume. You muſt 
forgive me, as I have been fo long without ſaying a word to you. 
I amy my lord, with all imaginable reſpect. and attachment, 


\ 


CREBIL LON. 
L E T- 
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ici à beaucoup de gens, c'eſt quelle a conſerve à Foriginal ſes moeurs, 


et ne lui a pas impertinemment ſubſtitus les ndtres. Pamela habil- f 


lèe à la Frangoiſe auroit, je crois, été bien ridicule. 


Au milieu de mille petits details, qui font peu faits, par eux 


memes, pour attirer Tattention, ou faire naitre Tintérèt, mais qui 


tiennent nèceſſairement à la condition vile de Yheroine, on ſe ſent 


attendri jusqu aux larmes. Du moins avoueraije que ce livre ma 
fait pleurer en plus dun endroit. Jy ai trouve des moeurs, du 
ſentiment, de la verite, des mouvemens du coeur bien ſaiſis, et bien 
developpes; mais quelquefois auſſi, il me ſerable que les mames 
mouvemens reparoiſſent, ſans produire rien de nouveau, ce qui je 
crois eſt un grand vice; car il me ſemble qu'une choſe ſur laquelle 


on a dé ja Epuilc rinterkt, ne doit plus ſe repreſenter, a moins qu'elle 


wamenat à ſa ſuite des Evenetnens encore plus frappans que les pre- 
miers, choſe qui ne ſe trouve point dans Pamela, qui vous preſente 
le meme tableau plus d'une fois a pure perte. 

Quant à moi, mylord, j ai trouvé Pamela plus vaine que vertueuſe. 
Son orgueil eſt mecontent de ce qu'on attaque comme une gour- 
gandine, et de ce qu'on prend avec elle des libertes, ſans lui avoir 
dit auparavant la plus petite fleurette. Je parie avec M. . 
qu'un. petit maitre Frangois, qui auroit ſacrifiè a Vorgueil de Pamela 
quelques uns de ces propos qu'il reſerve pour une ducheſſe, qui lui 


auroit ecrit quelques billets doux, lui auroit cinq ou fix fois baiſe les 


mains, et ſe ſeroit jette a ſes genoux, Fauroit eue en moins de 
quinze jours. | 
S'ib eft fache de avoir Epouſte, qu'il ne For prenne qua lui meme. 


Dailleurs, Vil faut tout dire, Je la trouve apres ſon marriage d'une 


begueulerie a la mauſſade. Jai remarque qu'elle ne prie pas Dieu 
dans ſon lit; Ceſt je crois le ſeul meuble de fa maiſon qui ne lui 
fourniſſe point d oraiſon Cjaculatoire. L'auteur, dit- on, prepare une 


ſuite; ſon quatrième volume ne devroit-il pas Payertir de n'en rien 


faire? Mais je m'appercois que je deviens auſſi long que ce tome IA. 
Pardonnez le moi; it y a fi longtems que je ne vous ai rien dit. 
Je * my lord, avec tout le reſpect et tout Pattachement: poſſible, 
 CREBIL LON. 


L E r- 


— 


fi 
| 
| 
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TO. MR. CAEBILLON, 


, 


"London, Aug, 26, O. 8. 


7 1 H E 0 has of late been more propitions to me u uſual, 
and has brought me your two laſt letters in due time. If 


it has brought you my letters as punctually, you will have ſeen by 
my laſt, that 1 was no longer under that uneaſineſs, which former 
diſappointments had given me. Now, I even think myſelf obliged to 


SIR, 


the poſt for its negligence, which has procured me ſuch flattering 


marks of your friendſhip, and of your ſentiments for me. I may 
aſſure you with truth that they are reciprocal; but it is my misfor- 
tune, . that though my ſentiments are the ſame, I have not the. ſame 
power of expreſſing them. i 

Some advantageous truths there are, which favour too much of 
flattery, for want of a certain delicacy in the manner of telling them; 
as there is a kind of flattery, which, by the help of that delicacy, 


appears to be but plain truth. That talent is peculiarly yours, and 
has almoſt made me believe that I deſerved all you ſay of me. 


I confeſs my foible with regard to flattery. I am as fond of it as 
Voltaire can poſſibly be; but with this difference, that I love it only 
from a maſterly hand. I am dainty, he is greedy of it. I have a 


good natural appetite for it, he an inſatiable craving, which makes 


him eagerly devour it, though ſerved up by the very worſt of cooks. 
I am very ſenſible that all this is juſt the ſame, as if I were to 


| ſay, Pray, fir, flatter me as much as you pleaſe, I ſhall be heartily 


glad of it. I do not deny the charge, nor am I aſhamed of it. 
Laudari d laudato viro, has at all times been accounted a very par- 
donable ambition; and Tully, writing to ſuch another as yourſelf, 
tells him more than once, orna me. 

I underſtand that perfectly well; but I cannot comprehend how a 


man is not diſguſted at the flattery of thoſe * approbation 
would be a diſgrace to him if it were real. 


Voltaire 
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rr Be 
48 Nun 2 ö 8 
A MR. DE CREBILLON. 


Londres, ce 26 Aout, V. & 
MONSIEUR, 5 | 


— 


E N dernier lieu la poſte m'a 2 te plus favorable que de coutume, 

et m'a apporte vos deux dernieres lettres à tems. Si elle m'a 
rendu juſtice auſſi aupres de vous, vous aurez vu par ma Prece- 
dente, que jetois raſſurè ſur ce que, pendant quelque tems, ſa ne- 
gligence nvavoit fait craindre. A preſent meme je lui ſais bon gre 
dune negligence, qui m'a procure des marques fi flatteuſes de votre 
 amitie, et de vos ſentimens a mon egard. Je puis avec verite vous 
aſſurer du reciproque par raport à mes ſentimens; mais malheureuſe- 
ment le reciproque 1 la, et me manque * le beſoin de vous 
Fexprimer. 

Il y a des verites eratagerifes, qui ſentent trop la flatterie, faute 
ck une certaine delicatefſe dans la maniere de les dire, comme il y a 
une flatterie qui, moyennant cette delicatefſe, ne paroit qu'une ſim- 
ple verite. Le talent vous en eſt perſonnel, et m'a preſque fait 
croire que je merite tout ce que vous me dites. 

Javoue ma foibleſſe pour la flatterie; je Vaime autant que vol- 
taire peut Paimer, mais avec cette difference, que je ne Vaime que 
de main de maitre. Jen ſuis friand, il en eſt goulu. J'y ai un 
bon appetit naturel, il en a une faim canine, qui lui fait devorer avec 
avidite tout ce que le plus mauvais gargotier lui preſente. | 

Je ſens bien que tout ceci eſt la meme choſe que fi je vous diſois, 
monſieur, flattez. moi tant qu'il vous plaira, Jen ſerai charme. Jen 
conviens, et je n'en rougis point. Laudari d laudato viro, a paſle 
de tout tems pour une ambition tres pardonnable; et Ciceron, ecri- 
. vant à un homme comme vous, lui dit plus d'une fois, orna me. 

Je comprens parfaitement cela; mais je ne comprens pas com- 
ment on neſt pas indigne de la flatterie de ceux dont Fapprobation 
. reelle ſeroit à mon avis humiliante. 


+} „„ Voltaire 
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Voltaire rehearſed to me laſt year, at Bruſſels, ſeveral paſſages out 
of his Mahomet, in which I found ſome very fine lines, and ſome 
thoughts more brilliant than juſt. But I ſoon perceived that he had 
Jeſus Chriſt in view, under the character of Mahomet; and I won- 
dered this had not been obſerved at Liſle, where it had been acted 
juſt before I arrived there. I even met with a good catholic at 
Lifle, who had more zeal than penetration, and who was greatly 
edified at the manner in which that impoſtor, and Oy to chriſ- 
tianity, was repreſentec. 

As for unconnected ſcenes, and muGplaced incidents, if you do not 
like them, you do not like Voltaire. In his writings, his ſubject is out 
of the queſtion; and all you are to expect is, bold ſallies, and a ſet 
of brilliant and ſingular notions, which he wants to convey to the 
public, no matter where or how. 

This I could overlook; he is not the fr author who has been 

earried away, by a lively imagination, beyond the bounds of rea- 
fon and ACCUFACY 3. but what 1 cannot forgive him, and What is really 
unpardonable, is the great pains he takes to propagate a doctrine, 
alike pernicious to civil ſociety, and contrary ta the general reli- 
gion of all countries. _ 
I much queftion whether it is allowable for 1 man to write 
againſt the worſhip and the belief of his. own country, even if he 
were convinced in his own mind that they were not free fronnerror;. 
on account of the diſturbance and diſorder it would occaſion. But 
I am very certain no man is at liberty to attack the foundations of 
all morality, and to break 'thoſe ties, which are ſo neceſſary, and 
already too weak, to reſtrain mankind within the bounds of duty. 

Notwithſtanding all the foppery, errors, and impertinence of 
authors, I will never conſent. to your giving up the name, much. 
leſs the trade. The public would be too great a loſer, and fo. 
ſhould 1, and yourſelf too. Beſides, the more defects are obſer- 
vable in any ſet of men, the more creditable it is to belong to that 
ſociety, and yet be free from its defects, which is the caſe with you. 
Amongſt writing animals, as you define authors, the animal 

that writes well is as ſcarce, as the animal that makes uſe of his. 
reaſon is amongſt rational animals, as we are called. Go on then, 
. | and 
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Voltaire ma r6cits Yannde: paſſto à Bruxelles pluſieurs tirades de 
ſont Mahomet, ou ſai'trouve de tres: beaux vers, et quelques penſces- 
plus brillantes que juſtes; mais Fai ꝙabord vu quit en vouloit à Jeſus 
Chriſt, ſous le caractere de Mahomet, et Jetois furpris quon ne Cen 
flit pas apperqu à Liſle, ou elle fut repreſentee immediatement avant 
que j'y paſſaſſe. Meme je trouvai à Lifte un bon catholique, dont 
le zele ſurpaſſGit la penetration, qui Etoit extremement édific de la 
maniere dont cet impoſteur et ennemi du chriſtianiſme &oit depeint. 

Pour les ſcenes decouſues, et les morceaux deplaces, ſi vous men vou- 
lez pas, vous ne voulez pas de Voltaire. Avec lui, il neſt pas queſtion. 
de ſon ſajet, mais des penſc es hardies, brillantes et 2 tt q\Fil 
veut donner au public, 'mimporte ou ni comment. 1 91 

Paſſe encore Pour cela; il n'eſt pas le premier auteur qu une ima- 
gination vive ait enlevè au deſſus de la raiſon et qe la juſtefle; mais 
oe que je ne lui pardonne pas, et qui weſt pas pardonnable, deſt tous les 
mouvemens qu'il ſe donne pour la propagation d'une doctrine auſſi 
pernicieuſe a la ſociete civile que contraire à la religion gent rale de 

tous les pais. 

Je doute fort sil eſt permis à un homme d'Ccrire contre le culte 
et la croyance de ſon pas, quand meme il ſeroit de bonne foi per- 
ſuade quilt y eũt des erreurs, à cauſe du trouble et du dl ſordre 
qu'il y pourroit cauſer; mais je ſuis bien ſur qu'il weſt nulle- 
ment permis d attaquer les fondemens de la morale, et de rompre des 
liens fi ncceffaires, et dija trop foibles pour retenir les hommes dans 
le devoir. 

Malgr< toute la fatuité, tous les Egaremens, et les impertinences 
ct auteur, je ne conviendrai jamais que vous renonciez à ce nom, en- 
core moins au mctier. Le public y perdroit, jy perdrois, et vous y 
perdriez auſſi trop. Dailleurs, il me ſemble que plus un corps eſt 
ſujet à des d fauts marquẽꝰ s, plus il eſt glorieux d'ttre de ce corps, 
et en meme tems, comme vous, d tre exempt. de ſes dl fauts. 

Parmi les animaux (crivants, comme vous d. finiſſez les auteurs, 
animal <crivant bien eſt auſſi rare, qu eſt parmi les animaux raiſon - 
nables, comme on nous definit, Vanimal qui ſe ſert de la raiſon. 
Continuez donc, en depit des caillettes et des petits wickeln, a meri- 

| 3 2 8 ter 
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and in fpite_of all the male and female coxcombs, continue to de- 
ſerve. the diſtinction you have acquired on ſo many accounts, and 
even add to it, by adding to the number of your volumes. Give us 
but enough, and I am in no care for the reſt. De te nam cetera 
fumes. 

Adieu, fir ; for I perceive that this 1 is fwelting to a volume, 
which would by no means reſemble thoſe I am * you * but 
would prove very tireſome to you. | 

J am, with all the eſteem you deſerve, 

Vour moſt humble fervant. | 
P. S. If you ſee Mrs. Herault, put her in mind of me; give my re- 
ſpects to her, and tell her withal, that if I had not an un- 
common greatneſs of ſoul, which renders me incapable of 
inſult or revenge, I would ſend her a number of Engliſh ſongs, 
occaſioned by certain ill ſucceſſes in Germany, which I would 

tranſlate into French, for the uſe of Mr. de Sechelles. 


. 


LET TER . 


TO MADAME DE TENCIN . 
London, Aug. 20, O. S. 


GITATE D with very different ſentiments, I have long been in 
ſuſpence, whether I ſhould venture to ſend this letter. I was 
aware of the indiſcretion of ſuch a ſtep, and how far it was intruding 
upon the kindneſs you ſhewed me during my ſtay at Paris, to aſk for a 
repetition of it towards another; but warmly ſollicited by a lady, 
whoſe merit ſecures her from a denial, and inclined to avail myſelf 
of any pretence to recall ſo pleaſing a remembrance, inchnation (as 
is commonly the caſe) has got the better of diſcretion, and I at 
once gratify my own inclination, and the earneft deſire of Mrs. Cle- 
land, who will have the honor to deliver this letter to you. I know 
by experience, madam, for I am myſelf an inſtance of it, that it is 


* This letter has been inſerted at the end of lord Cheſterfield's letters to his fon ; but as the copy 
which was put into my hands from lady Cheſterheld 1s ſomewhat more perfect, and the anſwer 
that follows was omitted in that collection, the readers may not be diſpleaſed to find both to- 
gether in this place, 


not 
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ter une diſtinction qui vous eſt due par tant dendroits, et ajoutez y 
meme, en ajoutant a vos volumes. Donnez nous ſeulement aſſez, 
je ne me mets pas en peine du reſte. De te nam cæœtera ſumet. 
Adieu, monſieur; car je m'apperœois que cette lettre approche 
preſque d'un volume, qui ne reſſembleroit nullement à ceux que je 
vous demande, mais qui vous ennuyeroit fort. Pain 
Je ſuis, avec toute Feſtime que vous mèritez, 14515 
Votre tres. humble ſerviteur. | 
P.S. Si vous voyez quelquefois madame Herault, faites la ſouvenir de 
moi, en l'aſſurant de mon reſpect, et dites lui de plus, que 
ſi je n'avois une grandeur dame unique, qui me rend 
incapable d'inſulte ou de vengeance, je hai enverrois bien des 
chanſons qu'on a faites ici, ſur certains mauvais ſuccès en Alle- 
magne, et que je traduirois en ee pour Fulage de: 
Mr. de Sechelless ::: i (2 + 


0 1 
- 


ET TRE IE: 


A MADAME DE TENCIN T. 
A Londres, - 20 Aout, V. S. 

OMB ATT U par des mouvemens bien differens, j'ai long- 

tems balance, avant que d'oſer me determiner a vous envoyer 
cette lettre. Je ſentois toute Vindiſcretion- d'une telle demarche, et 
a quel point Cetoit abuſer de la bonte que vous. avez eue pour 
moi pendant mon ſ&jour à Paris, que de vous la redemander pour 
un autre; mais ſollicite vivement par une dame, que ſon merite 
met a Vabri des refus, et porte d ailleurs à profiter du moindre 
pretexte pour rapeller un ſouvenir: qui mnyeſt fi precieux. que le votre, 
le penchant, comme il arrive. prefque toujours, a triomphe de la 
diſcretion, et je ſatisfais en m&me tems a mes propres inclinations, 
et aux inſtances de madame Cleland, qui aura Yhonneur de vous 
rendre cette lettre. Je ſais par experience, madame, car Jen ſuis 
moi-meme un exemple, que ce neſt pas la premiere affaire de la 


1 Sifter in law to the famous cardinal of that name. She was the patroneſs of men of learni 
and wit, and deſerved to be ranked amongſt them. She received once a week at her table the mo 
celebrated of the literati, and foreigners properly 1ecommended, who were in any wiſe | OT 
for ſuch company, Fontenelle — Monteſquieu were her. particular friends. | 
| SE 0 N | forts 
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not the firſt affair of the kind, that your reputation, which is not 
confined within the limits of France, has expoſed you to; but I 
fatter myſelf likewiſe, that you will not find it the moſt difagreea- 
ble one. Superior merit, a juſt way of thinking, a delicate mind, 
\\ adorned by the reading of all the beſt authors in every language, 
together with a great knowledge of the world, which have procured 
Mrs. Cleland the efteem and'reſpect of the beſt judges here, make 
me perfectly eaſy as to the liberty I take in recommending her to 
you, and even perſuade me that you will not be diſpleaſed witl/it; 
1 own, madam, it would be making you but a bad return for all I 
owe you, to trouble you with my countrymen and women, who are 
very unfit to add to the pleaſures of ſociety, and would be out of 
their element in that circle which your merit and your taſte draw 
to your houſe, and of which you are at once the ſupport and the 
ornament. But you have nothing to fear on that ſcore, for I do 
not carry my indiſcretion to ſuch a pitch. Mrs. Cleland is an Eng- 
liſh woman enly by birth, but a French woman by. regeneration, if 
I may be allowed the expreſſion. If you aſk me by what chance 
ſhe has made choice of me to introduce her to you, and how ſhe 
came to think I had any right to do this, I will frankly own, it is 
entirely owing to myſelf. I had done like moſt travellers, who, at 
their return, make themſelves of contequence at home, by their 
pretended connections with perſons: of the firſt rank abroad, and 
brag of the great, honors conferred upon them hy kings, princes, 
and minifters; and by thus, beafting of favours they never received, 
they often obtain a degree of reſpect and eſteem they do not deſerve. 
I have extolled your kindneſs to me, I have even, if poſſible, 
exaggerated it, and in ſhort, to conceal nothing from you, I have 
had the vanity and the aſſurance. to [give out, that I was your friend, 
your favourite, and the child of the houſe. Mrs. Cleland, who 
ſuppoſed this to be literally true, told me, „I am ſoon going to 
% France: my higheſt ambition is, to have the honor of being ac- 
“ quainted with madame de Tencin. As you are ſo intimate with 
%% her, you can eaſily give me a letter for her.“ et 
IT bis was very diſtreſſing; for after what I had faid, a denial 
| would have been an affront to Mrs. Cleland ; and to own that I had 
no > right to Go it, would have hurt my pride too much; ſo that I 
| 7 1 „ 
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ſorte, a laquelle votre reputation, qui ne ſe renferme point dans 
les bornes de la France, vous a expoſee; mais je me flattè auſſi que 
vous ne la trouverez pas la plus déſagréable. Un merite ſuperieur, 
un efprit juſte,.delicat, et ornè par la lecture de tout ce qu'il y a de 
bon dans toutes les langues, et un grand uſage du monde, qui ont 
acquis A Madame Cleland Feſtime- et la conſideration de tout ce qu'il- 
ya Chonnetes gens ici, me raflarent ſur, la liberté que je prends 
de vous la recommander, et me perſuadent meme que vous ne 
m'en ſaurez pas mauvais gre. 7 avoue, madame, que ce ſeroit vous 
faire un mauvais retour pour tout ce que je vous dois, que de 
vous endoſſer mes compatrictes, gens très peu faits ꝓour repandre 
des 'agremens dans la ſocistè, et qui ſe trouveroient fort deplaces, 
dans celle que votre mérite et votre bon gout ſorment chez vous, et 
dont vous Etes en meme tems et le ſoutien et rornoment. Mais ne 
craignez rien de ce cotè la; je ne pouſſe pas Findiſcretion a ce 
point. Madame Cleland neſt, Angloiſe que de naiflance, mais Fran- | 
coiſe par-regeneration, ſi je puis me ſervir de ce terme. Si vous me | 
demandez par haſard pourquoi elle ma choiſi pour ſon introducteur | | 
chez vous, et pourquoi elle a cru que je metois acquis ce droit 1a, . 
je vous dirai naturellement que c'eſt moi qui en ſuis cauſe. En cela | 
fai fuivi exemple de la pttipart des voyageurs, qui, à leur retour, 
te font valoir chez eux, par leurs -pretendaes liaiſons avec tout ce 
qu'il y a de plus diſtingue chez les autres. Les rois, les princes, et 
les miniſtres, les ont toujours combles de leurs graces, et moyennant 
ce faux etalage d honneurs qu'ils ont point requs, ils acquièrent 
ſouvent une confideration. qu'ils ne. méritent point. j'ai vante vos 
bontes pour moi, je les ai exagerees meme Pil etoit poſſible, et 
enfin, pour ne vous rien cacher, ma vanite a pouſſè Veffronterie au 
point de me donner pour votre ami, favori, et enfant de la maiſon; 
quand madame Cleland m'a pris au mot, et ma dit,“ je vais bientot 
*« en France : je my ambitionne rien tant que rhonneur de connoitre 
madame de Tencin; vous qui etes fi bien là, il ne vous coutera 
rien de me donner une lettre pour elle.” Le cas toit embarraſſant: 
car, après ce que j; avois dit, un refus auroit Ete trop choquant à ma- 
dame Cleland, et Vaveu que je n 'etois pas en droit de le faire, trop 
humiliant pour mon amour propre; ſi bien que je me ſuis trouve reduit 
A 


* 
* — OR * — = - 
—— —— — _ 


40 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
found myſelf under a neceffity of writing at all events; and I really 
believe I ſhould have done it, if I had not had the honor of being 
acquainted with you at all, rather than have contradicted myſelf in 
ſo tender a point. As I have got over my ſcruples, I would fain 
make the moſt of my boldneſs, and expreſs to you the ſentiments 
of gratitude which I feel, and ſhall ever retain, for the kindneſs 
you ſhewed me during my reſidence at Paris. I ſhould likewiſe be 
glad to expreſs all I think, of the diſtinguiſhing qualities of heart 
and mind which you ſo eminently poſſeſs, but that would carry me 
as far beyond the bounds of a letter, as it would be above my 
power. I wiſh Mr. de Fontenelle would undertake it for me. On this 
article, I may ſay without vanity, we think alike, with this differ- 
ence only, that he would expreſs it with that wit, delicacy and ele- 
gance, ſo peculiar to him, and fo ſuitable to the ſubject. 

As I am deſtitute of thoſe talents, permit me, madam, to aſſure 
you ſimply of the ſentiments of my heart, and of the eſteem, vene- 
ration, and reſpectful attachment, with which I ſhall ever be, 

Madam, 


Your &Cc. 


I believe You will pardon me, if I preſume to trouble you with 
my compliments to Mr. de Fontenelle. 


LETTER XIII. 


MADAME DE TENCIN'S ANSWER, 


J s 


WISH, my lord, you had been witneſs to the reception your 
letter met with. It was delivered to me by Mr. de Monteſquieu, 

in the midſt of that ſociety you are acquainted with. The flatterin 8 
things you ſay to me, prevented me for a while from communi- 
cating the contents ; but ſelf-love always finds means to be gratified. 
This it was that ſuggeſted to me, that it would be unjuſt to deprive 
you, under the pretence of modeſty, of the praiſe which was your 
[ due. | nes © et ra 


The 
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a riſquer le paquet, et je crois meme que je raurois fait, ſi je 
| TVavois pas eu Thonneur de vous connoitre du tout, Pott que de me 
donner le dementi fur un article ſi ſenſible. 

Ayant donc franchi le pas, je voudrois bien en profiest, pour vous 
expliquer les ſentimens de reconnoiffance que Pai, et que j aurai tou-. 
jours des bontes que vous m'avez temoignees à Paris; et je voudrois 
auſſi vous exprimer tout ce que je penſe des quilites qui diſtinguent 
votre coeur et votre efprit de tous les autres, mais cela me meneroit 
Egalement au dela des bornes d une lettre, et au deſſus de mes forces. 
Je ſouhaiterois que Mr. de Fontenelle voulũt bien ſen charger pour 
moi. Sur cet article, je puis dire ſans vanite que nous penſons de 
meme, avec cette difference, qu'il vous le diroit avec cet eſprit, 
cette delicatefle, et cette elegance qui lui ſont perſonnelles, et ſeules 
convenables au ſujet. Permettez donc, madame, que deſtituè de 
tous ces avantages de heſprit, je vous aſſure ſimplement des. ſenti- 
mens de mon coeur, de Teſtime, de la veneration, et de Pattache- 
ment reſpectueux avec leſquels je ſerai toute ma vie, 


Madame, 


Votre, Sc. 


Je crois que vous me. pardonnerez fi je vous ſupplie de faire mes 
complimens a Mr. de Fontenelle. 


LETTRE Xl, 
DE MADAME DE TENCIN. 


Paris, ce 22 Octobre, 1742. 


E voudrois, mylord, que vous euſſiez tte temoin de la reception 
de votre lettre. Elle me fut remiſe par Mr. de Monteſquieu 
au milieu de 1a ſocicte que vous connoiſſez. Ce que vous me dites 
de flatteur n'emp&cha quelques momens de la montrer, mais Yamour 
propre trouve toujours le moyen d'avoir ſon compte. Le mien me 
tuggera que Cetoit une injuſtice de vous ravir, ſous pretexte de mo- 
ei, des e dignes de vous. 
Vor. II. 9 5 La 
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The letter, therefore, was read, and read more than once. I muſt 
confeſs, the effect it produced was very different from what I ex- 
pected. That lord inſults us, cried Mr. de Fontenelle, whoſe ex- 
. clamation was repeated by the reſt of the company, by wniting in 
our language, better and more correctly than we do ourſelves. Let 
him be ſatisfied with being the firſt man in his own nation for parts 
and genius, and not engroſs our graces and our ſprightlineſs. 

The complaints and murmurs of the aſſembly would not have 
ſubſided to this hour, if, after having frankly owned that you were 
in the wrong, I had not thought of reminding them of the charms 
of your converſation. Let him come again then, ſaid they all at 
once, and we will forgive his having more wit than ourſelves. 
| I have a brother who is quite of the ſame opinion; he has ex- 

preſsly charged me to tell your lordſhip, that, if he had been here, 
he would have ſhared the honor you did me to frequent my houſe. 
It was but yeſterday that I had the pleaſure of ſeeing Mrs. Cleland. 
I am ſadly afraid I did wrong, from too great a deſire of doing 
right ; but it is your fault, my lord. Why did you lay me under 
a neceſſity of ſupporting the too favourable opinion which your par- 
tiality had given of me, to one of the moſt amiable, and, by your 
. own account, one of the moſt accompliſhed women in England? I 
have imparted to her a romantic ſcheme I am contriving. for you, 
which would not be altogether a caſtle in the air, if you would but 
concur in it. If we ſhould ever build ſuch a one as I have in view, 
I hope we ſhall add an appartment for Mrs. Cleland. 

I have commiſſioned my huſband to put you in mind of me now 
and then ; and I hope you will allow me to take the liberty of de- 
firing you, my lord, in return, to preſent my love to him. He 
would be anſwerable for me; but I ſhould have ſtrangely loſt my 
time, if I ſtood in need of a pledge, and if you were not fully con- 
vinced of my ſentiments for you, and of the en with which I 
have the honor to be, 

MY LORD, | | 
Your moſt obedient humble' Servant, 
: DE TENCIN. 

It is much to the credit of the French language, that an Englifh 
nobleman ſhould have taken the pains to learn it ſo perfectly as I ſee 

you 
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La lettre fut donc lue, & ne le fut pas pour une fois. Il faut 
vous Tavouer, effet qu'elle produiſit fut bien different de celui 
que j'attendois. Ce mylord ſe moque de nous, OCecria Mr. de Fon- 
tenelle, qui fut ſuivi des autres, d'ecrire en notre langue, mieux 
& plus correctement que nous. Qui ſe contente, (il lui plait, 
detre le premier homme de fa nation, d'avoir les lumieres & la 
profondeur de genie qui la caracteriſent ; et qu'il ne vienne point 
encore {'\emparer de nos graces, et de nos gentillefles. 
Les plaintes et les murmures de Vafſemblee dureroient encore, fi 
apres avoir convenu bien franchement de vos torts, je ne m'tois 


aviſèe de rappeller les agremens & la douceur de votre commerce.” 


Qu'il nous revienne donc, dirent-ils tous a la fois, nous lui paile- | 


rons alors d'avoir plus d'eſprit que nous. | 

Jai un frere qui eſt tout-a-fait de cet avis; il m'a chanjde ex- 
preflement de vous dire, mylord, que Pil avoit ete ici, il auroit pris 
ſa part de Ihonneur que vous me faiſiez de venir chez moi. Je 


n'eus qu'hier celui de voir madame de Cleland. Je meurs de peur quad 


force de vouloir bien faire, Je n'aye fait tout de travers: C'eſt votre 
faute, mylord; pourquoi me donnez vous a ſoutenir Yopinion trop 
avantageuſe que vous avez priſe de moi, aupres d'une des femmes 
de toute VAngleterre la plus aimable, et a ce que vous me mandez 
vous meme, la plus eclairee ? Je lui ai fait part d'un chateau en 
Eſpagne que je batis pour vous, qui ne ſeroit point fi chateau en 
Eſpagne, fi vous vouliez. En cas qu'il reuflit, j eſpère que nous y 
ajouterons un apartement pour madame de Cleland. 

Jai charge mon mari de vous faire ſouvenir quelquefois de moi; 
ne voulez vous pas bien, mylord, que je prenne la liberte de vous 
charger à votre tour de ma tendreſſe pour lui? ll ſeroit ma cau- 


tion, mais Jaurois bien perdu mon tems fi Jen avois beſoin, et ſi 


vous n'etiez pas bien perſuade des ſentimens qui nvattachent a vous, 

et du reſpect avec lequel jai Thonneur d<tre, 
MYLORD, | 
Votre tres humble et obeifſante ſervante, 
Dx TEN IN. 

Ceſt une gloire pour la langue Francoiſe, quun ſeigneur Anglois 

alt pris la peine Ge rapprendre auſſi parfaiternent que je vois que 

G 2 Vous 


OO PCr es Ss, co + 


44 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 

you have done, my lord; but give me leave to whiſper to you a 
word of advice. Beware how you provoke the jealouſy of our 
French authors. As for me, who pretend to ſome moderation, I 
| ſtill am, and ever ſhall be, with all imaginable reſpect, 

| ' MY LORD, N | 

— | | Your, 8c. | 
; TE FPoNrENELLE. 
| | MY LORD'S ANSWER. © 


If there were in the world any perſon's diſcernment I reſpected 
more than yours, I ſhould take it very ill, that you ſhould expoſe 
b me to the criticiſm of the ſupreme judges of taſte and eloquence, by 
= | ſhewing them a letter, which Mrs. Cleland's commands had ex- 
| torted from me, and which was fitter for oblivion than for exami- 
; nation. But, with all the reſpect I owe to thoſe gentlemen, if 1 
| am to be tried by you, I am very eaſy as to their verdict. I am 
fure they wall forgive me, and even approve this ſentiment. - 


* 1 
LEP 
o Mrs. u „ #* 
London, June 24, O. S. 1745. 


F is a very flattering circumſtance for me, madam, to find that 
you are in the leaſt ſenſible of my ſilence, and the more ſo, as 
: it maſt be owing to the juſtice you do to my fentiments, and not to 
my manner of exprefling them. I would long ſince have writ to 
you, had my numberleſs avocations left a few moments at my diſ- 
poſal; but the part I bear in the miniſtry here, together with the 
0 affairs of Ireland, where I am going in fix weeks time, overwhelm 
| fuch a lazy man as I am, who would gladly fpend my days in perfect 
tranquillity, and with no cares but thoſe of ſociety and friendſhip. 


* The originals of the following letters were ſent to me from. Paris, by a' noble and reſpectable 
friend of the lady, to whom they were written, I was laid by her and him under the difagreeable 
reſtriction of ſuppreſſing her name; and muſt content inyſelf with ſaying, that L obey with the 
greater regret, as that lady's accompliſhments and perſonal virtues are at leaſt equal to her birth 
aad bigh rank, Ales 
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vous la ſavez, mylord; mals trouvez bon que je vous donne un 
petit avis A Toreille. Prenez garde, Oil vous plait, de ne votis point 


trop attirer la jalouſie des auteurs Francois; pour moi qui aſpi pire a 
avoir un peu de raiſon, je ſuis encore, et ſerai toujours, avec tout le | 


: reſpect „ 2 © Pertiatanathde 
: eee 
FPForNrENELLE. 


REPONSE D'E MYLORD. 


gil. avoit au monde un diſcernement que je reſpectaſſe * que 
le votre, vous ſeriez fort mal avec moi, avoir expoſe à la critique 
des fouverains arbitres du gout et de Feloquence une lettre que les or- 


Joubli au lieu de examen; mais, avec tout le reſpect que je dois 
à ces meſſieurs, des qu'il me faut ſubir votre jugeinent, je ne me 
mets point en peine du leur. Je ſuis ſùr qu'ils me pardonneront, 
et meme quils approuveront ce ſentiment. 


L E TTR E XIV. 
A MaDang „ 


F * e of . 3 4 


L eſt bien flatteur pour moi, madame, de voir, que vous vous ap- 
1 percevez ſeulement de mon filence; et il me Teſt dautant plus 
qu'il faut neceflairement que ce ſoit la juſtice que vous rendez à mes 
ſentimens, et non ma manière de les exprimer, qui me procure cette 
attention. Je vous aurois écrit il y a longtems, ſi un nombre infint 
de differentes. affaires m'evt laiſſè quelques momens a mon choix; 
mais ma part à la regence d'ici, et les affaires Irlande, ou je vais en 


ſix ſemaines, accablent un pareſſeux comme moi, qui ſouhaiterois de 


paſſer ma vie dans une tranquillite par faite, et ſans autres ſoins que 
ceux de la ſaciete et de Vamaitie. | 
Vous 


s de madame Cleland nvavoient arrachee,et qui auroit du ſouhaiter 
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You have ſent me, madam, the moſt perfect contraſt in the w ugh, 
your own letter, and the preſident Cs ſpeech. Perſpicuity at- 
tends all you ſay, and the preſident ſets off your cbiaro by an in- 
imitable 9/curo. Surely that good man muſt have long racked his 
brain to be ſuch a proficient in nonſenſe. God never intended that 
man fhoüld think in that manner, any more than that he ſhould 
walk upon his hands, with his fect upwards; yet, by dint of labour, 
ſome perſons have attained to both theſe accompliſhments. This 
nonſenſe however, which you laugh at in France, and which would 
be equally laughed at in England, if it were tranſlated into Italian 
or Spaniſh, would be'the'.admiration of both thoſe nations, where 
nothing more accurate or clear has been written for theſe two hun- 
dred years paſt. I am ſure Voltaire's poem“ is not of this kind; it 
is extremely exact, and I have not yet ſeen any news-paper, where 
the lift of the killed and wounded at the battle of Fontenoy was more 
faithfully or more ſimply ſpecified. I fancy it is by chance that ſo 
accurate an account happens to be in verſe; and 1 ſuppoſe Voltaire, 
like Ovid, writes verſes without intending it. 1 think he has given 
us a much better deſcription, in proſe, of the battles of Narva and 
Pultowa; for proſe is much fitter for hiſtory. 

I can aſſure you, I wiſh for peace as much as you do; and I believe, 
if you and I were to ſet about it, it would ſaon be concluded: but 
as, unfortunately, it is not abſolutely in our chaice, how can it be 
brought about? You want to have it your own way, which would 
by no means ſuit us. We want an equitable peace, you are for an 
advantageous one; ſo that I am afraid it is further off than ever. 
We aim at nothing but the liberty and ſafety of Europe, you 
feek nothing but the advancement of your own deſpotiſm; how then 
can we agree? Only leave our queen what belongs to her, and what 
you yourſelves have guaranteed, and do not aſk for yours + what does 
MW not belong to her; and then we might hope for an accommodation. 
| May I preſume, madam, to put your friendſhip to the trial, to con- 
ſult, to employ, to plague you, about an affair that nearly concerns 
me? Methinks you anſwer, yes; ſo to come to the point, this is the 


* On tte battle of Fontenoy. 


thing. 
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Vous nvavez envoyc, madame, le plus parfait contraſt du monde, 
votre lettre, et le diſcours de monſieur le preſident C. . . La clarté 


accompagne tout ce que vous dites, et monſieur le preſident releve 
votre chiaro d'un oſcuro unique. Il faut que ce bon homme ſe ſoit 
donne la torture bien longtems pour parvenir a ce point de perfection 


dans le galimatias. Dieu n'a jamais eu intention que homme pen- 
ſat de la ſorte, comme il n'a pas voulu non plus qu'on marchat ſur 


les mains avec les pieds en Yair; mais, moyennant le travail, il y a 
des gens qui ſont venus a bout de Pun et de Fautre. Avec tout cela, 
ce galimatias dont on ſe mocque chez vous, et dont on ſe mocqueroit 
Egalement ici, traduit en Italien ou en Eſpagnol, feroit Yobjet de 


radmiration de ces deux nations, ou depuis deux cens ans on wa rien 


Ecrit de plus juſte, on de plus clair. Le poëme de Voltaire & neſt 
ſurement pas dans ce genre; il eſt dune grande juſteſſe, et je n'ai pas 
encore vu de gazette, dans laquelle la liſte des morts et des-blefles, a 
la bataille de Fontenoy, ait été plus fidelement et plus ſimplement - 


detaillee; je m'imagine que ce neſt que par hazard qu'une relation 
ſi exacte eſt en vers; et apparemment Voltaire, comme Ovide, fait des 


vers ſans y penſer. Je trouve qu'il a beaucoup micux-ecrit les réè- 
lations des batailles de Narva et de Pultowa en Pm puiſque la _— 


convient beaucoup plus à Yhiſtoire. 


Je vous aſſure que je ſouhaite la paix tout autant que vous; et je 


crois que sil ne tenoit qu'a nous deux de la faire, elle ſeroit bient6t 


faite; mais comme malheureuſement elle ne 'depend pas abſolument 
de nous, le moyen de Tavoir? vous la voulez a votre mode, ce qui ne 
nous conviendroit nullement; nous la voulons - equitable, . vous la 


voulez avantageuſe, de ſorte que je crains qu'elle ne ſoit plus eloignee 


que jamais. Nous ne ch&chons que la liberte, et la ſuretèe de 


Europe, vous n'y cherchez que votre deſpotiſme; comment donc 
S accorder? Laiſſez ſeulement à notre reine ce qui lui appartient, et 
que vous lui avez garanti, et ne demandez pas pour la votret, ce qui 
ne lui appartient nullement, et alors on pourroit s 'accommoder. 

Me ſeroit-il permis, madame, dabuſer de votre amitie, et de vous 
conſulter, de vous employer, et de vous ennuyer, ſur un affaire qui 


+ The queen of Spain, | | 
Be miintèreſſe 
7 ER 
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1 thing. I bave a boy who is now thirteen. I will freely own to 
| you, that he is not a legitimate child; but his mother is a gentle- 
woman, and has ſhewn a partiality for me beyond my deſerts. As 
| bor the boy, I may be prejudiced in his favour, but I think him 
| amiable, His perſon is pretty, he is very ſprightly, and does not 
i | . ſeem to want ſenſe for his age. He ſpeaks French perfectly well, 
knows a' good deal of Latin and Greek, and is thoroughly acquainted 

with ancient and modern hiſtory. Ile is now at ſchool, where I in- 

1 tend to keep him till May next: but as, in our ſchools, and indeed. 

in this country, little care is taken to form the morals and manners 

of young people, and as moſt of them are dilly, aukward, and rude, 

| in ſhort, ſuch as you ſee them when they come to Paris, at the age 

| of twenty or twenty-one, I will not let my boy ſtay here long enough 

| to contract thoſe bad habits, which, once taken, are ſeldom ſhaken 

0 F off; therefore at fourteen 1 ſhall ſend him to Paris, and put him to 

| board in ſome ſubſtantial family; but as he will be ſtill very young, 

and will not have nearly completed his neceſſary ſtudies, I ſhall fend 

an Engliſhman “ along with him, a man of conſummate erudition, 

who will keep up and improve his Latin and Greek, and teach him 

1ogic, rhetoric, and a little philoſophy. This learned man will have 

him entirely under his government at home, and all the morning; 

but as he is not altogether qualified to polith his manners, or, if you 

will, to give him the ton of good company, which, however, is highly 

neceſſary, and perhaps as ſerviceable as all the Greek and Latin of 

monſieur Vadius t, could not I get at Paris ſome man, or ſome abbe, 

who (for money which I ſhould gladly give) would undertake the 

care of the lad from four in the afternoon; who could carry him to 

K ttme play, to the opera, and even attend him to your houſe, if you 

would give him leave to wait on you? As J am infinitely fond of this 

child, and ſhall take a pride in making ſomething of him, ſince I 

believe the materials are good, my notion is to unite in him what 1 

have never yet met with in any one individual; I mean, what is beſt 

in both nations. For this purpoſe, I intend him his learned Engliſh- 


The rev. Mr. Harte; to whom, in return for his excellent care of his pupil, lord Cheſter- 
ſield procured a canonry at Windſor. 


+ One ot the characters in Molicre's play, intitled Les Femmes ſarvantes. 
man, 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK L LET. XV. 49 


» miintereſſe tres ſenſiblement? 11 me ſemble que vous me. repondez 
quoui; je vais donc au fait; le voici. J'ai un garcon, qui à cette heure 
a treize ans; je vous avouerai naturellement quil n'eſt pas legitime, 
mais 1a mere eſt une perſonne bien nee, et qui a eu des bontes pour 
moi que je ne meritois pas. Pour. le garcon, peut-ttre eſt- ce pre- 
vention, mais je le trouve aimable; ceſt une jolie figure, il a beau- 
coup de vivacitè et je crois de Feſprit pour ſon age, Il parle Fran- 
cois parfaitement, il ſait beaucoup de Latin et de Grec, et il a Vhiſtoire 
ancienne et moderne au bout des doigts. Il eſt a-preſent a Vecole, 
ou je compte de le tenir juſqu'au mois de Mai qui vient: mais comme 
aux écoles ici, et meme il faut ajouter, dans ce pals ici, on ne 
ſonge pas a former les moeurs ou les manieres des jeunes gens, et 
qu'ils ſont preſque tous nigauds, gauches et impolis, enfin tels que 
vous les voyez quand ils viennent a Paris a Page de vingt ou vingt 
et un an; je ne veux pas que mon gargon reſte aſſez ici pour prendre 
ce mauvais pli, dont on ne ſe defait gueres, des qu'il eſt une fois pris. 
Ceſt pourquoi quand il aura quatorze ans, je compte de Penvoyer 4 
Paris, et le mettre en penſion en quelque bonne maiſon bourgeoiſe; 
mais comme il ſera alors tres jeune, et qu'il n' aura pas à beaucoup 
pres fini les Etudes neceflaires, jenverrai avec lui un Anglois * d'une 
erudition conſommèe, qui continuera et augmentera ſon Latin et 
ſon Grec, et qui lui enſeignera en meme tems ſa logique, ſa rheto- 
rique, et un peu de philoſophie. Ce ſavant en ſera le maitre ab- 
ſolu, dans la maiſon, et toutes les matinèes; mais comme il ne ſera 
gueres propre à lui donner des manieres, ou fi vous le voulez le ton 
de la bonne compagnie, choſe pourtant tres nèceſſaire, et peut-etre 
auſſi utile que tout le Grec et le Latin de monſieur Vadiust, ne pour- 
rois- je pas trouver a Paris quelque homme, ou quelque abbe, qui 
(moyennant de argent que je lui donnerois volontiers) ſe chargeroit 
du ſoin du gargon depuis quatre heures Papres-midi; qui le mene- 
roit aux comedies, aux operas, et meme chez vous, ſi vous voulicz 
bien lui en accorder la permiſſion? Comme j'aime infiniment cet en- 
fant, et que je me pique d'en faire quelque choſe de bon, puiſque je 
crois que Ietoffe y eſt, mon idee eſt de reunir en 1a perſonne ce que 
juſquiici je Wai jamais trouve en la meme perſonne; je veux dire, ce 


' . quill y a de meilleur des deux nations. C'eft pourquoi je lui deſtine ſon 
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man, who is likewiſe a man of ſenſe, for the ſolid learning 1 would 
have him poſſeſſed of, and his French afternoon tutor, to give him, 
with the help of the companies into which he will introduce him, 
that eaſe, thoſe manners, thoſe graces, which certainly are no where 
to be found but in France. 
_ Having thus laid open my plan, 1 ouſt i intreat you, madam, to tell 
me whether it is practicable, and to inform me how I am to go about 
it. Could you find out ſuch a man, in whom I could abſolutely con- 
fide? And will you be kind enough to inquire for a decent family 
who would be willing to take him? And, it I may preſume to alk 
it, will you permit him ſometimes to be your page in an evening, to 
give out the cards, to preſent the coffee, and reach the chairs? That 
indeed would be his beſt ſchool, but I dare not ſo much as think of 
it. As the circumſtance of his birth might be prejudicial to him in 
the opinion of ſome, I think it is beſt not to divulge it, but to give 
out he is a nephew of mine, as the cardinals do. In this too I will 
be guided by you. 

You ſee plainly, madam, both by the length and the contents of 
this letter, how greatly I rely on your friendſhip, or rather how 
ſhamefully I intrude upon it; but I am ſo convinced of it, that 1 
ſhould think an apology was out of character, and if unfortunately 
I was miſtaken, apologies would avail me nothing, ſo I ſhall make 
none, and wiſh you a good night. 


LETTER XV. 
TO THE SAME. 

| London, July 26, O. S. 1745. 
ONE but yourſelf, madam, conld have not only pardoned my 
indiſcretion, but even humored it. You enter into my little 
concerns as if they were your own; and you ſeek that trouble, which. 
vulgar friends would find means to be excuſed from, and yet keep 
up the appearance of friendſhip. I feel this the more, as I am con- 
vinced that true friendſhip is better diſtinguiſhed in ſmall than in 
great things. We dare not be wanting in the great duties of friend- 
, | | ſhip; 


\ 
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pedant Anglois, qui eſt dailleurs homme d'eſprit, pour Ferudition ſo- 
lide que je hai yaudrois, et ſon precepteur Francois des apres-diners, 
pour lui donner, avec le ſecours des compagnies ou il pourra le mener, 
cette tournure aiſèe, ces manieres, ces agremens, que ſurement on ne 
trouve qu'en France. Vous ayant ainſi explique mon idée, ayez la 
bonte de me dire, madame, fi. vous croyez quil y ait moyen de la rem- 
plir, et de mindiquer comment. Pourriez- vous trouver un tel homme, 
ſur lequel on pourroit abſolument ſe repofer? Voudriez- vous avoir 
aufſi la bonte de vous informer de quelque bonne maiſon bourgeoiſe, 
ou il y auroit une famille honnete, pour y placer? Et, fi j'ofe le de- 
mander, voudriez-vous bien lui permettre d etre quelque fois votre 
page chez vous le ſoir, pour donner les cartes, le caffe, et les chaiſes? 
En ce cas 1a, ce feroit bien ſa meilleure ecole, mais je n'oſe pas ſeule- 
ment y penſer. Corame fa naiſſance pourroit lui nuire chez de cer- 
taines gens, je crois qu'il vaut mieux ne la pas declarer, et le don- 
ner pour mon neveu, ſelon Fexemple des cardinaux; en _cala auſſi 
vous me dirigerez. 

Vous voyez K et par la longueur et par le contenu 
de cette lettre, a quel point je compte fur votre amitie, ou pour mieux 
dire, à quel point jen abuſe; mais, convaincu comme jen ſuis, les 
excuſes ſeroient deplacees, et fi malheureuſe ment je m'y trompois, les 
excuſes ne me ſerriroient de rien, 7 ne vous en fais donc * et 
je vous donne le bon ſoir. 


L E T T R E XV. 


ALA MEME, 


A Londres, ce 26 Juillef, V. S. 1748. 


L n'y a que vous, madame, qui auroit pi non ſeulement par- 
donner mon indiſcretion, mais mEeme vous y preter. Vous 
entrez dans mes petits details comme Oils vous étoient perſonnels, 
et vous recherchez des ſoins, dont les amis vulgaires trouveroient 
bien moyen de fexcuſer, ſans pourtant bleſſer les apparences de 
Pamitie. Jy ſais d' autant plus ſenſible, que je ſuis perſuade que la 
veritable amitie ſe diſtingue plus dans les petites choſes que | 
dans les grandes. On moſe pas manquer aux grands devoirs 
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ſhip ; our reputation would ſuffer too much; but then, we often ful- 
fil them more from ſelfiſhneſs than from ſentiment, whereas a thou- 
ſand pretences might be found out to avoid little attentions, which 
would appear very troubleſome, if ſentiment did not make them even 
delightful. I will confeſs to you, that my fondneſs, or, if you will, 
my foible for this boy, is ſuch, that I am infinitely more anxious 
for him than I am for myſelf, and I ſhall always conſider the leaſt kind- 
neſs done to him, as the moſt ſolid and the moſt flattering mark of 
your friendſhip for me. With regard to the time of his going to 
Paris, that, as you. obſerve, will certainly depend upon the peace, 
and if it is not concluded within a twelvemonth, I muſt think of 
putting him ſomewhere elſe. - In that caſe, I have ſome thoughts of 
ſending him to Geneva; but if we have peace before that time, 
which I wiſh on many other accounts, I think Paris is the only place 
to form his manriers. As for the boarding houſe, I leave that en- 
tirely to you, and it will be no hard matter; but I am very ſenſible 
of the difficulties you point out with regard to the tutor, who is to give 
the poliſh. I am by no means bent upon his being an abbé, or a 


man of learning; I would have a man of ſenſe, whether a church- 


man or a layman, one who has ſeen the world, of a genteel ap- 
pearance, and fit to preſent the boy to good company, and teach 
him the behaviour of people of faſhion. , I ſhould rather wiſh that 
he would take the trouble to read over modern hiſtory and ſome 
works of genius with him, in order to inſtruct him in the knowledge 
of facts, and to form his taſte at the ſame time. The Engliſh tutor 
I ſhall ſend with him is a perfe& ſtorehouſe of Greek and Latin 
erudition, and in this light will be good company for abbe Sallier, 
but he is by no means calculated to introduce his pupil to the polite 
world, or even to attend him thither. At. his age, he cannot 
poſſibly go alone, eſpecially to the play and opera, and yet it is fit 
he ſhould go there ſometimes. If ſuch a man is to be had, you 
are the beſt judge I know, and I may very ſafely rely on your 
choice. I hope he will not pretend to talk to him about religion ; 
that would be ruining the boy in this world, and certainly - would 
not make him amends in the next. I am quite of your mind, that 
his birth ſhould be concealed, and that, for that purpoſe, I had 
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de -Famitie, on y perdroit trop du côté de la reputation, mais 
auſſi on les. remplit ſouvent plus par interet,' que par ſenti- 
ment, au lieu qu'il y a mille pretextes honnetes pour eviter les 
petites attentions, qui ſeroient tres embarraſſantes et incommodes, 
ſi le ſentiment ne leur donnoit meme des charmes.. Je vous avout 
que mon affection, ou fi vous le voulez, ma foibleſſe pour: ce 
gargon, fait que tout ce qui lui arrive nveſt infiniment plus ſenſible 
que tout ce qui me pourroit arriver a moi- meme, et me fera tou- 
jours enviſager vos moindres bontes pour lui, comme les marques 
les plus ſolides et les plus flatteuſes de votre amitiè pour moi. Par 
rapport a ſon arrivee a Paris, cela depend ſulrement, comme vous 
dites, de la paix, et ſi elle ne ſe fait pas dans un an ici, it faudra 
ſonger a. le placer ailleurs en attendant; et en ce cas la je fonge a 
Geneve, mais fila paix fe fait avant ce tems là, ce que par mille autres 
raiſons je ſouhaite, je tiens qu'il n'y a que Paris pour le bien former. 
Pour la maiſon où vous comptez de le placer en penſion, je m'en 
remets entièrement a vous, et cela ne ſera pas difficile; mais je 
concois bien les difficultes que vous me montrez au ſujet du poliſſeur. 
Je ne m'obſtine nullement ni à un abbe, ni a un ſavant; je 
demande ſeulement un homme defprit, ſoit laique, ſoit, eccleſiaftique, 
qui eftit du monde, et qui étant preſentable lui meme, pourroit pre- 
ſenter le garcon dans les bonnes compagmes, et lui donner le ton 
des honnetes gens. Je ſerois bien aiſe auſſi qu'il voulut lire avec 
lui Ihiſtoire moderne, et les ouvrages d' eſprit, pour en meme tems 
Tinſtruire des faits, et lui former le gout. Son Anglois, qui ſera 
avec lui, eſt un magazin derudition Grecque et Latine, et de ce cotè 
la ne deplaira pas a Vabbe Sallier; mais il ne pourra jamais Vintro- 
duire, ni meme Vaccompagner chez les gens du monde, A ſon 
age il eſt impoſſible qu'il y aille ſeul, ſurtout aux operas et aux co- 
médies, ou neanmoins il eſt bon qu'il aille quelquefois. Si un tel 
homme eſt à avoir, vous en jugerez mieux que perſonne, et je m'en 
rapporte en toute ſuretè à votre choix. Peſpere qu'il ne fe melera 
pas de lui parler au ſujet de la religion, puiſque ce ſeroit ruiner le 
garcon dans ce monde ici, et ſtirement ſans dedommagement' dans 
Tautre. Je ſuis entièrement de votre avis que fa naiffance ſoit 
abſolument cachee, et que dans cette vue, il vaut mieux que je 
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better be ſaid to be a more diſtant relation, and his guardian, tap 
his uncle; however, I would not impoſe upon monſieur de M.. 

I honor him too much to deceive him; and would rather forego oy 
the advantages that might accrue to the lad by being his for's 
errand-boy, than to obtain them by a fraud. 

I have ordered my equerry, who is. a thorough judge of horſes, 
to look for one all over England, which may anſwer the purpoſe 
of the duke of Nevers * as nearly as poſſible. If any thing could 
give additional weight to your orders, it would be the pleaſure 
of thinking I could be in the leaſt ſerviceable to a perſon of fuch 
known merit as the duke of Nevers. I have often lamented that J 
had not the honor and pleaſure of a perſonal acquaintance with 
him during my ſhort ſtay at Paris. I ſhall certainly do my utmoft 
to execute his commiſſion 3; but to find juſt fuch a horſe as he 
wants, I am afraid he muſt be looked for with a candle and lan- 
thorn in broad day-light, as the philoſopher looked for a man. 
I queſtion whether it would not be eaſier to find a wife for another 
man than a horſe, becauſe perhaps he can better do without one, 
and makes leſs uſe of her. When I meet with one, I will ſend 
him to Mr. Wolters at Rotterdam, and you will be pleafed imme- 
diately to direct fome perſon to go to the ſaid Wolters, and tell him 
he is the man who is commiſhoned to receive the horſe from 
the perſon I ſend as ſoon as he is landed. 

I ſhall ſet out for Ireland in three weeks; but the letters you 
will honor me with, may be directed to me at London as uſual ; 
they afford me too much. pleaſure not to take all imaginable pre- 
cautions that not one may be loſt.” Adieu, madam ; I am ſure 

I tire you. 


— * 
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TO THE SAME. 


London, November 28, O. S. 740. 
Thank you, madam, and ſimply thank you, becauſe it is 
from the bottom of my heart, for your kind concern for 


* Father to the preſent duke de Nivernois, He was a nobleman of great merit, ſeveral years 


older than lord Cheſte rfield, 


my 
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paſſe pour un parent plus &vigns, et Ton tuteur, que pour ſon 
oncle, mais pourtant je ne voudrois pas en impoſer à monfienr de 
M . . + » . - que j honore trop pour cela, et Jaimerois mieux re- 
noncer a tous les avantages qui reſulteroient au garcon dtre le ga- 
lopin de monſieur fon fils que den profiter par abus. 

Pai ordonne à mon &Ecuyer, qui ſe connoit parfaitement err 
chevaux, d'en chercher un par. toute PAngleterre, qui reponde 
autant qu'il eſt poſſible aux beſoins de monſieur de Nevers: ſr 
quelque choſe pouvoit ajouter du poids à vos ordres aupres de moi, 
ce ſeroit le plaiſir de pouvoir &tre utile dans la moindre choſe à une 
perſonne du merite reconnu de monſieur de Nevers. Jai mille 
fois regretts de avoir pas eu Phonneur et le plaiſir de avoir 
connu perſenellement pendant mon petit {our x Paris; je me 
ferai ſurement une affaire de reaffir dans fa commiliion; mais 
pour trouver un cheval preciſement tel qu'il le demande, je crains. 
qu'il faudra le chercher avec une Tanterne en plein jour, comme le 
philoſophe cherchoit un homme; je ne ſais pas meme Oil ne ſeroit. 
pas plus facile de trouver une femme pour un autre, qu'un cheval, 
parceque peut- etre elle eſt moins nèceſſaire, et qu'on Fen: ſert: 
moins. Quand ſen aurai trouvè un, je Venverrai a monſieur Wolters. 
2 Rotterdam, et vous aurez la bonte immediatement. de faire dire à. 
quelquun de Pannoncer au dit Wolters, pour homme qui doit rece- 
voir le cheval d' entre ſes mains desqwil arrivera. 
je pars pour Irlande en trois ſemaines, mais addreſſez moi les. 
lettres dont vous voudrez bien mhonorer, à Londres, comme a 
ordinaire: elles me font trop de plaiſir pour que je ne prenne pas: 


toutes les precautions poffibles pour nen pas perdre une. Adieu, 
madame; je vous accable. Sn 


* 
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A- LA. MEME.. 


A Londres, ce 1 Nov. v. 8. "I 
E vous remercie, madame, tout fimplement, parce que cet 
du fond de mon coeur, de Tinteret que voulez bien prendre à 
ma 
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my health, which is tolerably reſtored, in ſpite of all the pains 
the faculty have taken, having made me go through all the forms. 


Your friend is. enlarged u pon has parole, as are all the other 


_ officers, ſo that you lie under no particular obligation to me. on 


that ſcore. I cannot tell whether they are gone yet, but I know 
they only waited for a cartel ſhip. Do me, the fayour, madam, 
to preſent my moſt humble reſpects to madame de Martel, and 
tell her ſhe has done me a real pleaſure in honoring me with her 
commands, and that I ſent her letter to her ſon the moment 1 
received it, accompanied with one of my own, to. offer him my 
ſervice, and to beg he will not ſpare me. I long to receive the 
orders you promiſe me in your laſt, becauſe you ſay they relate 
to ſomething that perſonally concerns you. Good night, madam ; 
Jam obliged, much againſt my will, to detain you no longer. 


— r- 
LETTER XVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


n Dec. 2, O. S. 1746. 


0 U always contrive, madam, to leave your friends and ſervants 
no other merit than that of gratitude. I am an inſtance of this. 
I had the pen in my hand to communicate to you the change of my 
deſtination, as to the perſon in the world whom I with to diſtinguiſh 
by my firſt attentions, when I received the honor of your letter of the 
26th of laſt month, in which you ſo kindly expreſs your joy on the 
occaſion. That letter, the moſt delightful and moſt friendly one 
that ever was written, gave me ſuch emotions of pleaſure, and at the 
fame time of confuſion, as I cannot expreſs. This obliged me to 
alter my firſt plan, as you. was beforehand with me, and left me no- 
thing but gratitude; as for this ſentiment, be aſſured, madam, it is true 
and lively. 

Here am I then removed from an honorable and lucrative poſt, 
that could be filled without taking up too much of that time which 
I love to devote to the ſweets of ſociety, or even to my own lazineſs. 
len- 


SO SY AO YO 05> 0-5. " Y © 


P. 


TO His FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. XVI. XVII. 57 
ma ſantẽ, qui eſt paſſablement bien retablie, malgrè tous les ſoins 


de la faculte, qui m'a traité dans toutes les formes. 


Votre ami eſt relache ſur {a parole, auſſi bien que tous les autres 
officiers, de fagon que vous ne mien avez point d'obligation j par- 
ticuliere. Je ne puis pas vous dire pils ſont encore partis, mais 
je ſais qu'ils n'attendoient pour cela qu'un vaiſſeau de cartel 


Ayez la bonte, madame, d aſſurer madame de Martel de mes très 


humbles reſpects, et de lui dire qu'elle m'a fait un veritable 
plaiſir en me chargeant de ſes ordres; que Jai envoye fa lettre dans 
le moment que je Pai reque 4 monſieur ſon fils, Taccompagnant 
d'une de ma part, pour lui offrir mes ſervices, et pour le prier de 
ne me pas menager, Je languis de recevoir les ordres que vous 
me promettez dans votre derniere, parce que vous me dites que 
ceſt ſur quelque choſe qui vous regarde perſonnellement. Bon 
ſoir, madame, je ſuis oblige bien malgre moi i de ne vous plus retenir. 


3 r 


U@TTT HFS XVI. 
ALA MEM E. | 
A Londres, ce 2 Dec. V. S. 1746. 

Ne la fagon que vous vous y prenez toujours, madame, vous ne 

laiflez a vos amis et ſerviteurs que le ſeul merite de la recon- 
noiſſance. Jen ſuis un exemple; javois la plume à la main pour vous 
communiquer, comme a la perſonne du monde a laquelle je ſouhaite 
de temoigner par preference mes premieres attentions, le change- 
ment de ma deſtination, quand je requs Yhonneur de votre lettre du 
26 paſſe, qui me marquoit d une maniere fi flatteuſe la part que vous 
y preniez. Cette lettre, la plus aimable, et la plus amicale qui ait ja- 
mais ètè Ecrite, me cauſa des mouvemens de plaiſir, et en m&me tems 
de honte, que je ne puis pas vous exprimer. Il me fallut d'abord 
changer mon premier arrangement; préèvenu comme je I'Ctois, ct 
honteux de avoir que la reconnoiflance en partage; pour cette re- 
connoiſſance, ſoyez perſuadte, madame, qu'elle eſt vraie et vive. 

Me voici donc tire un poſte honorable, lucratif, et dont les fonc- 
tions ne prenoient pas trop ſur le tems, que jaime a donner aux dou- 
ceurs de la ſociete, ou meme de la pareſſe. Jy avois en mème tems 
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I enjoyed at once both leiſure and dignity. Whereas now 1 ſtand on 
a public pedeſtal, too conſpicuous for my ſite, which, as you well 
know, is by no means of the coloffal kind; and moreover, loaded with 
buſineſs above my ſtrength, both of body and mind. Judge then 
whether I am to be congratulated or pitied. 

You aſk me for peace as if I had it in my pocket; I wiſh I had; 
If you will take it ſuch as I would give it you, you ſhall have it to- 
morrow : but the misfortune is, you will have us take it ſuch as you 


_ chuſeto give it, and we like yours no better than you like ours. This 


being the caſe, I queſtion whether the plenipotentiaries at Breda will 
be clever enough to fix upon a reaſonable medium; and I am apt to 
think you will compel us to refer this negociation to a hundred and 
forty thouſand plenipotentiaries whom we {hall have in Flanders, and 
to ſixty thouſand more who are actually going to negociate in Pro- 
vence. I doubt not but you will ſend the like number of miniſters 
to meet them, and have as good an opinion of their abilities; and the 
reſult of their conferences will certainly be more intereſting and 
more deciſive than that of the conferences at Breda. But, to ſpeak 
my mind ſeriouſly on the ſubject, the fact ſtands thus: I own your 
ſucceſſes in Flanders; do you likewiſe own your loſſes in Italy. You 
are for a peace upon the footing of your ſucceſſes: ſuch a peace 
would be as fatal to us as the moſt unſucceſsful campaign, and we. 
had rather venture the one than ſubmit to the other. To make a 
ſhew of my reading, 1 ſhall obſerve, that it was a maxim with the 
Romans, never to make peace but when they were victorious. 
Poſſibly they might ſometimes carry this notion too far, but in the 
main it ſucceeded with them. Don't think, however, that I delight 
in miſchief. On the contrary, I do aſſure you, I am in the pacific 
ſyſtem, and ſhould eſteem myſelf very bappy if I could contibute to 
a ſolid peace, that ſhould not overturn the balance of Europe. 

Be ſo good, madam, as to preſent my moſt humble reſpects, and 
my beſt thanks, to thoſe amiable and reſpectable perſons, who have 
done me the tavour to think of me. As to yourſelf, I can only repeat 
the continuance of the ſame ſentiments you have long found in me; 
nothing can increaſe them, nor can length of time or abſence ever 
impair them in the leaſt. Good night, madam. | 

* | L 
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loiſir et dignite, au lieu qu? à-prèſent je me trouve place ſur un piedeſtal 
public, dans un certain point de vue, que ma figure, qui comme vous 
le ſavez bien, reſt nullement coloſſale, ne pourra gueres ſoutenir, 
et accable par deſſus le marche dun travail également au deſſus des 
forces de mon corps, et de mon eſprit. Faut-il donc me feliciter, ou 
ne faut-1l pas plùtòt me plaindre? 

Vous me demandez la paix comme fi je Pavois en poche; je Wu: 
drois bien Py avoir. Si vous voulez la prendre telle que je vous la don- 
nerois, vous VYaurez des demain; mais malheureuſement vous voulez 
que nous la prenions de vous telle que vous nous la voulez donner, et 
voila ce que nous ne voulons pas plus que vous ne voulez de la notre. 
Dans cette difference de ſentimens, je doute fort ſi les plenipotentiaires 
a Breda ſeront aſſez habiles pour conſtater un certain milieu raiſonnable; 
et il me ſemble que vous nous forcerez à renvoyer cette negotiation a 
cent quarante mille plenipotentiaires, que nous aurons en Flandres, et à 
ſoixante mille autres qui vont actuellement negocier en Provence. Je 
ne doute nullement que vous wenvoyiez à leur rencontre un nombre 
egal de miniſtres, que vous croyez auſſi habiles qu eux, et le reſultat de 
ces conferences ſera ſurement plus intèreſſant et plus decifif, que ne le 
ſeroit celui des conferences de Breda. Pour dire deux mots ſerieuſe- 
ment ſur cet article, voici la vèritè du fait. Javoue'vos ſucces en Flan- 
dres, avouez moi auſſi vos pertes en Italie. Vous voulez une paix ſur 
le pied de vos ſuccès; une telle paix nous ſeroit auſſi funeſte que la cam- 
pagne la plus malheureuſe, et il vaut mieux tenter Pune que de ſe ſou- 
mettre a l'autre. Pour faire montre de ma lecture, je vous remarquerai, 
que ctoit la maxime des Romains de ne jamais faire la paix que victo- 
rieux, peut- etre pouſſoient- ils cette idee quelquefois trop loin, mais au 
fond ils s'en ſont bien trouves. Ne croyez pas au reſte que je cherche 
playes et boſſes, au contraire je vous aſſure que je ſuis pacifique, et que 
je me croirois bien heureux de pouvoir contribuer à une paix qui fut 
ſolide, et qui ne bouleverſat pas VPequilibre de VEurope. 

Aſſurez, je vous en ſupplie, madame, de mes très humbles reſpects, 
et de ma parfaite reconnoiſſance, ces perſonnes également aimables 
et reſpectables, qui ont bien voulu ſe ſouvenir de moi. Pour vous 
meme, je ne puis que vous reiterer la continuation des memes ſenti- 
mens, que vous me connoiflez depuis longtems; rien n'y peut ajouter, 
et je tems, ni Tabſence n'y peuvent donner la moindre atteinte. Bon 


enn, madame. 5 
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LETTER XVII. 
London, April 13, 1747. 
TO THE SAME. 


INSTEAD of complaining of me, you ought to pity me, 

madam, that the croſſneſs of buſineſs ſhould ſo often call me 
off from my principal object, which is that of preſenting my 
reſpects to you. Reſpects, I don't like the expreſſion; methinks 
it is injurious to ſuch warm and delicate ſentiments of friendſhip as 
mine. Theſe ſentiments, therefore, and not my reſpects, are 
what I would repeat every poſt-day, if my buſineſs on one hand, 
and my diſcretion on the other, would permit. 

I am ſtill inquiring for a horſe for the duke of Nevers, but to no 
purpoſe hitherto ; and you may be ſure it is not owing to any neg- 
le, for I certainly would take any pains to procure him the ſmall- 
eſt pleaſure. Now I ſpeak of him, will you pardon the freedom I 
take to incloſe theſe two letters for the duke of Nivernois and the 
chevalier de Mirabeau, wha have both done me the honor to 
write me the moſt obliging letters in the world? I do not know 
where to direct to them. I know I am putting you to ſome charge 
tor poſtage, but I conſent you ſhould draw upon me for the ſum 
of three livres, provided you give me notice by a letter that cannot 


be paid, as is the caſe with all yours, Now we are upon the ſubject 


of letters, do you know I am very angry with you? I opened a 
letter directed to me by your hand, with my uſual eagerneſs for 
every thing that comes from you, and found only a letter for the 
dutcheſs of Richmond, and not a ſingle word for myſelf. I was 
on the point of taking my revenge, by not ſending it to her 
grace; but upon ſecond thoughts, I conſidered, that if ſhe va- 
taed your letters but half ſo much as I do, it would be too baſe a 


ſtroke. Good night, madam. 
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LET TAE XVII. 


ALA MIME. 


A Londres, ce 13 Avril, V. S. 1747. 


U lieu de vous plaindre de moi, vous devez me plaindre, 
madame, de ce que la malice des affaires fait fi ſouvent diverſion 
a mon objet principal, qui eſt celui de vous aſſurer de mes reſpects. 
Reſpects, le terme me ne plait pas, et me ſemble meme injurieux à 
des ſentimens d amitiè auſſi vifs et auſſi delicats que les miens; 
ce ſont donc ces ſentimens, et non pas mon reſpect, que je voudrois 
vous reiterer chaque jour de poſte, fi mes affaires d'un cdte, et ma 
diſcretion A votre Egard de l'autre me le permettoient. 3 

Je cherche encore un cheval pour monſieur de Nevers, mais 
juſqu'ici inutilement, et vous croirez bien que ce weſt pas faute 
de ſoin, puiſque aſſuréèment il n'y a pas de peine que je ne me 
donnaſſe pour lui procurer le moindre plaiſir. A propos de lui, 
me pardonnerez vous la liberte que je prends d envoyer ſous votre 
enveloppe ces deux lettres pour monſieur le duc de Nivernois, et 
monſieur le chevalier de Mirabeau, qui m'ont tous deux fait 
rhonneur de m'ecrire les lettres du monde les plus obligeantes ? 
Je ne ſais pas on les addreſſer autrement; le port meme vous 
en ſera couteux, mais je conſens que vous tiriez une lettre de 
change ſur moi pour trois livres tournois, pourvu que vous mien 
donniez avis par une lettre qui ne ſe paye pas, comme ſont toutes 


les v6tres. A propos de lettres, je ſuis irrite contre vous: jab 


ouvert une lettre qui qui m'etoit addreſſèe de votre main, avec mon 
avidité ordinaire pour tout ce qui vient de vous, - et. jy trouve 
ſeulement une lettre pour la ducheſſe de Richmond, ſans un ſeul 
mot pour moi-mème. Jai été ſur le point de men venger en ne 
la lui envoyant pas; mais apres y avoir penſè un peu, j'ai cru que 
fi elle faiſoit la moitiè du cas ſeulement de vos lettres que jen 


fais, le coup ſeroit trop noir. Bon ſoir, madame. 


LET 


G2 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS - 


LETTER XX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, July 375 O. S. 1747. 


1 Think, madam, I have at laſt met with a fine bay ſtone-horſe, 
five years old, with a noble fore-hand, the ſhoulders free, and 
well ſet upon his haunches. I have got him tolerably cheap, no 
more than five and fifty guineas: to keep him company on the 
road, I take the liberty to ſend the duke of Nevers a little grey 
horſe out of my own ſtud, who is but four years old, and has never 
been trained to the race ; as he coſts me nothing, the duke will 
be pleaſed to accept of him. He was got by the fineſt Arabian 
this country affords ; and his dam was a little Engliſh beauty, who 
was not inſenſible to the paſſionate atldreſs of the ſaid Arabian. For 
ſo young a horſe he is very gentle, and I would adviſe his grace 
to ride him himſelf, rather than the ſtone-horſe, who might play 
him an unlucky trick. Thoſe gentry are not to be truſted ; for 
they will grow unruly from one day to the next. | 
Mrs. * * gives me a wonderful account of Bagatelle“; we 
both wiſh we were there, it would be no bagzare/le (trifle ) for us; 
your trifles are full as good as the ſolid of others. Is it a great way 
from Paris? for though you will always make the moſt of every 
thing, I maintain that people of faſhion ought to be within reach 
of the capital. An agreeable ſociety is, in the end, the greateſt 
comfort of lite, and is no where to be found but in capitals. It 
is upon this principle that I am at preſent ruining myſelf in building 
a fine houſe in town, which will be finiſhed in the French taſte, 
with a deal of carving and gilding. 
I have not paper enough left to end with a compliment of a 
| proper length, ſo that I ſhall make none at all. Adieu then, madam. 


* The ,name of that lady's country houſe near Paris ; in compliment to which lord 
Cheſterfield ſtiled his own upon Flackheath, Babiole. 
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LETTRE XX. 
A LA MI N E. 


A Londres, ce 31 Juillet, V. 8. 1747. | 


J E crois avoir A 1a fin trouve un beau cheval entier bai de cinq 
ans, qui a VFencolure magnifique, . les epaules libres, et les 

hanches tres cadencees. Je Tai a aſſez bon marché, mayant coute - 
que cinquante cinq guinees : pour Paccompagner en chemin, je 
prends la liberte d' envoyer a monſieur de Nevers un petit cheval 
gris de mon propre haras, qui wa encore que quatre ans, et qui 
n'a jamais ete eleve a la courſe. Comme il ne me coute rien, 
monſieur de Nevers voudra bien qu'il ne lui coute rien non plus. 
Il eſt (chappè du plus beau cheval Arabe que nous ayons eu 
en ce pais, et madame ſa mere étoit une petite beaute Angloiſe, qui 
ne fut pas inſenſible aux fleurettes energiques du dit Arabe. Pour 
un ſi jeune cheval il eſt fort doux, et je conſeillerois a monſieur de 
Nevers de le monter lui meme, plutot que le cheval entier, qui 
pourroit lui jouer un mauvais tour. On ne peut guere ſe fier à 
ces meſſieurs là, qui deviennent mèchans du ſoir au lendemain. 

Mademoiſelle * * me dit des merveilles de Bagatelle“. Nous 
voudrions tous les deux y Ctre, ce ne ſeroit pas une bagatelle pour 
nous; vos bagatelles valent bien le ſolide des autres. Eſt-il loin 
de Paris? car quoique que vous tirerez toujours le meilleur parti 
de tout, je tiens qu'il faut que les honnetes gens ſoient a portee de 
la capitale. Une fſociete aimable eſt, a la longue, la plus grande 
douceur de la vie, et elle ne ſe trouve que dans les capitales. C'eſt 
ſur ce principe que je me ruine actuellement a, batir une aſſez 
belle maiſon ici, qui ſera ſinie a la Frangoiſe, avec force ſculptures 
ct dorures. 8 

Il ne reſte pas aſſez de papier pour finir par un compliment 
une longueur convenable, de ſorte que je wen ferai point du 
tout. Adieu donc, madame. | 
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3 V CHESTERFIELDS LETTERS 
LETTER XX. 
TO THE SAME, 


; London, Sept. 8, O. S, 1747. 

Am more than infinitely obliged to you, madam, for the Anti- 
1 Lucretins* you have done me the favour to ſend me, and which 
the abbe_de la Ville forwarded to me in the politeſt manner in the 
world, I have read it eagerly and with pleaſure; the work is worthy 
of its author; the poetry 1s elegant, and the Latin favours of the Au- 
guſtan age: in ſhort, if we can but diveſt ourſelves of our early pre- 
judices in favour of antiquity, we muſt confeſs that the Anti-Lucretius 
is at leaſt equal to Lucretius himſelf ; and in point of philoſophy, far 
ſuperior. We Engliſhmen, indeed, are diſpleaſed at his giving the 
preference to the Carteſian ſyſtem, and not rather adopting that of 
our Newton, -out of which we think there is no ſalvation. As for 
me, who'am no philoſopher, and conſequently no way prejudiced in 
favour of any ſyſtem, I own I find ſomething much prettier and more 
pleaſing in our Newton's univerſal attraction, than in thoſe naſty 
whirlwinds, which convey a notion of buſtle and tumult, whereas 
attraction on the contrary conveys ideas of a ſofter kind. The duke 
of Nevers, and I, we feel the whole truth of the Newtonian ſyſtem. 

I beg, madam, you will thank abbe le Blond from me, in the politeſt 
manner you are able, and I am no ſtranger to your abilities in that 
way. I had once a mind to write to him myſelf ; but I conſidered 
that, if I commiſhoned you to thank him for me, he might think I 
had indicted the pretty things you ſaid, ſo I choſe to reap the benefit 
of an error ſo advantageous to me. Now I talk of abbes, how is 


our 


* That poem, not leſs celebrated than its author, was begun by him, when very young, on his 
return from Poland, where he had been employed in ſome fruitleſs negociations, to place the prince 
of Conti upon the throne, He undertook it, in conſequence of ſome converſations, which he had 
with the famous Mr. Bayle in Holland. Religion having been their principal topic, and Lucretius 
often quoted by the author of the Dictionary, the young abbe de Polignac formed the plan of a 
p_ in oppoſition to that of the Latin author, and in the language as well as the ſtyle of Virgil. 

Je employed, in the execution of it, all the leiſure hours of a life divided between politics and the 
ftudy of fine arts, He was made cardinal on account of the great ſhare he had in the negociations 
for the peace of Utrecht. Being ambaſſador at Rome, he made one of the fineſt collections extant 

5 ot medals, urns, ſtatues, ſculptures, and other pieces of antiquity ; the beſt part of which, I think, has 
been purchaſed by the king of Pruſha, As he continued ſeveral years 1n that capital of the world, 


where 


I 
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| | A Londres, ce 9 Sept. V. S. 174). 
E vous ſuis plus qu infiniment oblige de l Anti-Lucrèce que vous 
avez eu la bonte de m'envoyer, et que monſieur Pabbe de la Ville 
m'a fait tenir le plus poliment du monde. Je Vai lu avec avidite et 
plaifir. Ceſt un ouvrage digne de fon auteur; la poëſie en eſt belle, 
et le Latin ſent le ſiècle "Auguſte; enfin fi Yon ſe degage des pre- 
juges dans leſquels on eſt Eleve en faveur de Fantiquite, it faut con- 
venir que IAnti-Eucrece ne le cede en rien à Lucrece meme, et 
qu'en fait de philoſophie, il Temporte de bien loin. Nous autres 
Anglois, à la verite, nous _— faches que le cardinal ait donn& ta 
preference au ſyſteme de Deſcartes, et quil wait pas płutôt adopté 
celui de notre Newton, hors duquel nous ne croyons pas qu'il y ait de 
ſalut. Pour moi, qui ne ſuis nullement philofophe, et par conſequent 
nullement prevenu en faveur de quelque ſy ſtèrne que ce ſoit, favoue 
que je trouve que Pattraction univerſelle de notre Newton a quelque 
choſe dinfiniment plus joli et de plus galant, que ces vilains tourbil- 
lons, qui ne me donnent que des idees de fracas et de tumulte, au 
lieu que Pattraftion en fournit de plus douces. Monſieur de Nevers 
et moi nous ſentons tout le vrai da Newtonianiſme. Au reſte, 
madame, je vous ſupplie de vouloir bien dire de ma part tout ce 
que vous pouvez dire de plus poli (et que ne pouvez-vous pas 
dire de la forte? ) a monſieur Yabbe le Blond. Jai voulu d abord lui 

ecrire moi-meme, pour le remercier ; mais Jai fait reflexion, que 
ſi je vous en chargeois, il pourroit peut-etre croire que je vous 
avois dictè ce que vous lui diriez, et ſai mieux aime profiter d'une 


where the poet lived, whom he had propoſed to himſelf as a model and an adverſary, he was in 
ſome meaſure inſpired with the ſame fire, and acquircd a pry as well as an elegance in writing 
Latin verſes, not unworthy of the court of Auguſtus. For near half a century, he amuſed himſel 
in compleating and poliſhing that extraordinary work, and added ſome verſes to it a few days be- 
fore his death, which happened in 1741, at the age of fourſcore. His poem was put in order by a 
reſpectable friend, ( abbe Kothelin,) whom he had entruſted with it. He did not live to publiſh it, 
and that care devolved to a third abbs equally well qualified for that taſk.. It was printed in 
1747, and received by all Europe with the fame ſentiments, which our noble author expreſſes 
in this letter. It was ſent to him both as to a judge of the work, and a friend of the writer; and 
that copy, which was the firſt that appeared in England, was conveyed by a trumpet from marſhal 
Saxe to the duke of Cumberland, directed for the earl of Clieſterfield. | 
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our abbé Sallier+? Does he ſtill enjoy his health, his library, his 
Hebrew, his Syriac, and all his ſtore of learning? Be ſo good as to give 
: my compliments to him. 
| You will allow me no feelin g, and at the ſame time you and 
| your duke of Nevers make me feel too much, at leaſt if jealouſy} is 
a proof of ſenſibility, as it certainly is; and I believe. you both agreed 
to ſend me his laſt letter to make me mad. It is certainly a bare- 
faced infult on his part: his upbraiding you with my triumph, 
plainly ſhews me his own, and his whole letter ſpeaks the language 
of a rival, who aſſumes the more modeſty and diſcretion, as. he is 
conſcious of his victory. What can I do? My heart tells me I muſt 
be angry with both, but my mind tells me you are both in the right. 
My rival muſt not expect that the little grey horſe ſhould be a fine 
one, for he would find himſelf much miſtaken; he 1s pretty enough 
, at moſt, but His paces are good, and he will find him eaſy. His 
| haunches are flim, but our race horſes are all ſo. Your mother's 
chiding you on my account is very flattering for me; I beg, madam, 
you will aſſure her of my gratitude and reſpect. 
Good God! what a letter here 1s! I am * aſhamed, and 
Tetire. 8 1 | 


Ap 


LET TER . 


TO THE SAME. 


London, OR. 29,0. 8. 1747. 


PON my EPR madam, you have ſpoiled me a good deal 
already, and if you go on at this rate, you will abſolutely ruin 
me. I ſwallow your flattery in large draughts; you prepare it ſo 
well that you make it downright nectar,” but it is but the more 
Anat, t 
| + He underſtood moſt antient and modern languages; and was Hebraic profeſſor in the univerſity 
of Paris, and keeper of the royal library. Several memoirs of his compoſition upon capital ſub- 
jects of hiſtory and literatme, have been inſerted in the memoirs of the Academy of Inſcriptions 
and belles letters, of which he was a inember. He belonged to ſeveral foreign academics, and to the 


Royal Society of London. He died in 1961 at the age of 75. 
4 That badinage about his rivalſhip with the old duke de Nevers is entirely in the F i ſtyle, 
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erreur fi avantageuſe pour mei- X Propos. WaBbts, comment ſe 
porte notre abbè Salliert ? jouit- il toujours de fa ſanté, de ſa biblio- 
theque, de ſon Hebreu, de ſon Syriaque, et de tout ſon NEGIEE: 
ſavant ? Ayez la bonte de lui faire bien mes complimens. 

Vous ne voulez pas nvaccorder le ſentiment, . et en m&me 
tems, vous et votre monſieur de Nevers, vous me faites ſentir que 
je ne Vai que trop, au moins ſi la jalouſie eſt une preuve du ſentiment, 
comme furement elle Veſt, et je crois que vous etes convenus enſem- 
ble de m' envoyer ſa derniere lettre, pour me faire enrager. C'eſt 
afſurement une inſulte des plus marquees de fa part: les reproches 
qu'il vous fait de mon triomphe ne font que nvannoncer le ſien; 
et j'y vois tout le language d'un rival 'Mautant plus modeſte et 
diſcret qu'il ſe ſent victorieux et ſur de fon fait. Que faire? le coeur 
me dit de me facher contre tous les deux, mais Peſprit me dit que 
vous avez tous deux raiſon. Que mon rival au moins ne s'attende 
pas que le petit cheval gris ſoit beau, car il ſe trouveroit bien 
trompe ; il n'eſt tout au plus que paſſablement joli, mais il a les 
allures bonnes, et il ſera commode; il eſt mince par derrière, mais 
voila comme tous nos chevaux de race {ont faits. oy 

Les reproches, que vous fait madame votre mere ſur mon ſujet, 
ſont bien flatteurs pour moi; ayez la bonte, madame, de Vaſſurer de 
ma reconnoiſſance et de mon reſpect. 

Bon Dieu ! quelle r Jen ai honte, je me Hs. | 


LETTRE' XXI. 
| 414 M . 151 
A 1 8»dres, ce 20 OR. V. 8. 1747. 


UR mon honneur, madame, vous avez deja fort gate, et fi 
vous continuez ſur ce mème ton, vort me ruinerez abſolument. 
Javale a long traits votre flatterie, vous Vappretez ſi bien que vous 
en faites un nectar, mais il n'en tourne la tète que plus pour cela. 
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1 have fhewn the Anti-Lucretius ta ſome of our literati who are 


men of taſte; they are all delighted with it: our lord chancellor *, 


in particular, has read it twice over, and has pronounced a moſt * 
vourable decree. I fhould allow the whole conclave five hundred 
years to produce fomething equal to it. 

Come, come away from Bagatelle; no body mur 1 be abſent from 
the capital when once fires are begun, there are then no _ wins 
ter quarters but Paris and London. 
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LETTER xXxII. 
10 SHE SAME. 


6 Bath, Feb. 15, O. 8. 1748. 


0 oompbein, madam, of my ſilence, which can be no loſs 
to you. Vour complaints are the more flattering for me, as they 


muſt proceed purely from ſentiments of friendſhip; this is the only 


tenure by which I mean to hold you, and though you will not 
allow me ſentiment- in general, do me the juſtice to make an excep- 
tion in your favour. It is true F am none of your univerſal friends; 
if I were, my friendſhip would be unworthy of yours. I muſt firſt 
be well acquainted with my folks, I will have no friend who is void 
of ſentiment, merely becauſe he has wit, nor will I have a ſentimen- 
tal friend who wants common ſenſe. There muſt be ſentiment on 


both ſides to form. a friendſhip, but there muſt alſo be ſenſe on both 


ſides to carry it on. On this confeſſion of my friendſhip-creed, I 
leave you to judge, madam, whether you axe not the firſt article of 
it. Letters, indeed, are the meſſengers both of love and friendſhip, 


but they are not always proofs. of either, and too often reſemble 


miniſters, who tell lies for the ſervice of their maſters. , On this foot- 
ing, then, if my letters have, been lefs frequent, of late, no, conclu- 
fon can be drawn, to m) WIITARAe Is. not. falſhood always far 


* The earl of Heodwick- who, in the 1. idſt of the aſſiduous and important functions of his' 
high, employments, underſtood, loved, and | cultivated: the belles lettres. 
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Jai montre PAnti-Lucrece à quelques ſavans dici qui ont en meme 
tems du goſit; ils en ſont tous charmes : entre autres notre 
grand chancelier * Pa Ju deux fois, et a prononce un decret. des plus 
avantageux. Je donne * cens ans à tout le conclave à produire 
quelque choſe qui 1 

Revenez donc de ae! 1 ne faut jamais etre hors de la ca- 
pitale quand une fois il faut faire du feu: il n'y a pas autre 
bon quartier chiver que Paris & Londres. 


LETTER XXII. 


A LA MIAT. 
A Bath, ce 15 Fév. V. S. 174% 

"OUS me reprochez, madame, un ſilence que votre eſprit ne 

peut pas regretter. Vos reproches me ſont qq autant plus flat- 
teurs que je les dois uniquement a vos ſentimens d'amitiè; Ceſt par 
la feulement que je pretends vous tenir, et quoique vous ne vou- 
hez pas m' accorder des ſentimens en general, ayez la juſtice de faire 
une exception en votre faveur. II eſt vrai, je ne ſuis pas ami ba- 
nal; ſi je Fetois, mon amitie-ſeroit indigne de la votre. Il me faut 
premièrement bien connoitre mes gens, je ne veux point un am# 
fans ſentimens, parce quil a de Veſprit, comme je ne veux pas non 
plus d'un ami a ſentimens, qui n'a pas le ſens commun. II faut des 
fentimens reciproques pour former Vamitie, mais auſſi i faut recipro- 
quement de PFeſprit pour la conduire. A cette confeſſion de ma for 
amicale, jugez, madame, fi vous n'en ètes pas le premier article. 
Les lettres, il eſt vrai, ſont les meſſagers & de l'amour & de Pami- 
tie, mais n' en ſont pas toujours des preuves, et trop ſouvent meme: 
elles reſſemblent pllitòt a des miniſtres qui mentent pour le ſervice de 
leurs maitres. Sur ce pied donc, {i mes lettres ont ete moins fre-- 
quentes en dernier lieu, cela ne decide de 11en à mon deſavantage z: 
la fauſſetè meſt-elle pas toujours infiniment plus exacte à remplir 
les devoirs extérieurs que la Verits Mais en tout cas, madame, 
gare: 


70  _- LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


more punctual in the diſcharge of external duties than truth? But, 
madam, beware for the future of the receſs I have juſt procured ; 


your complaints may ſoon be reverſed, unleſs your politeneſs pre- 


vents it. 
Twelve days: ago I reſigned my place of ſecretary of ſtate. You 


will certainly have been informed of it by the public papers; but as 


certainly you have not been apprized of the true reaſons of this 
reſignation, which the public ſeldom knows, and never affigns : be- 
ſides, they are too ſimple to be credited. They are in truth no 
other than the loye of eafe, and the care of my health, which re- 
quired ſome attention. To fill up that poſt tolerably, requires un- 
remitting labour, and conſtant attention, two articles that were by no 
means conſiſtent with my natural indolence, or with my crazy conſti- 
tution. Beſides, I was obliged to give up all the ſweets of ſociety 
and of private life; which agreed {till leſs with my diſpoſition. hn 
ſhort, upon mature deliberation, I have determined in favour of 
a quiet life, and if any thing could poſſibly have made me alter my 
mind, I muſt own the gracious and affectionate manner in which his 
majeſty ſtrove to diſſuade me from my 85 would have gone 
farther than any thing ele. E 

I now, therefore, enjoy that reſt, which is the ſweeter as I never 


taſted it before. In my younger years, diſſipation, and the tumult 
of pleaſure, 'to which I gave myſelf up without reſerve, left me 
none, and for the laſt twenty years, buſineſs left me as little; it was 


therefore high time I ſhould: enjoy it, and I thank God, I now enjoy 
it fully. For theſe ſix days I have availed myſelf of my liberty to 
drink the waters of this place, which never fail to recover me, and 
I already find my indigeſtions begin to ſubſide ; which I partly im- 
pute to the completely idle life we lead here. 

I long for the letters that are to explain your Quipos * and other 
a words in your laſt ; I have not yet received them, but I rely 
on the abbe de la Ville, to whom I have many obligations of this 
kind. Adieu, madam, abruptly, but not wy long. 


- * The ſtrings or threads uſed, it is ſaid, by the antient Peruvians to fupply amongſt them 


the want of writing; and laid hold of in a very ingenious manner by the French lady, madame 


de Grafigny, who wrote the famous Peruyian novel mentioned in the — letters. 


LETTER 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. XXII. 9x- 
gare Pavenir, et le loiſir que je viens de me procurer. Vos plaintes | 
pourroient bientòt ètre d'une autre ſorte, fi votre politeſſe ne & y op- 
poſe pas. 

Il y aa cette heure douze jours que 5; ai quittè mon poſte de ſecretaire 
Fetat ; vous Vaurez certainement ſu par les nouvelles publiques, 
mais vous wen aurez certainement pas ſu les veritables. raiſons que 
le public fait rarement, et wallègue jamais: MCailleurs, elles ſont 
trop ſimples pour Etre crues ; elles ne ſont donc veritablement que 
Famour du repos, et le ſoin de ma ſante, qui en exigeoit. Pour Sac- 
quitter paſſablement de cet emploi, il faut un travail fans interrup- 
tion, et une attention ſans relache, deux articles qui ne s' accordent 
nullement avec ma pareſſe naturelle, ni avec ma fante delicate. II 
y falloit auſſi ſacrifier toutes les douceurs de la ſociete et de la vie 
privee, ce qui convenoit encore moins a mon humeur : enfin, après 
y avoir mirement reflechi, je me ſuis decide. en faveur du repos, 
et Sil efit ètè poſſible de me faire changer de ſentiment, je dois 
avouer que la maniere gracieuſe et affectueuſe, dont le roi a tiche de 

me detourner du parti que Javois pris, auroit plus que tout autre 
choſe fait cet effet. 

Je jours donc a-preſent d'un repos qui a qautant plus de charmes, 
que je ne Tai jamais golite auparavant. Dans ma jeuneſſe, la diſſi- 
pation, et le tumulte des plaiſirs, auxquels je me livrai ſans reſerve, 
ne nven laiſſoient point, et pendant ces dernieres vingt annees, les af- 
faires m'en ont laiſſè auſſi peu; il ctoit donc bien tems den jouir, et X 

grace à Dieu jen jouis pleinement a preſent ; il y a fix jours que ; . 
je profite de ma liberte pour boire ces eaux ict qui ne manquent ja- 
mais de me retablir, et je nvappergois deja que mes indigeſtions 

' commencent a ſe corriger ; la parfaite oifivete de ce lieu ne laiſſe = 
que d'y contnbuer auſſi. 

Je languis pour les lettres, qui doivent m expliquer votre Quipos ® o 
et autres paroles myſtiques dans votre derniere; je ne les al pas 
encore regues, mais je m'en he bien aux ſoins de Tabbè de la Ville, a 
qui je ſuis redevable de mille attentions. Adieu, madame, tout 
bruſquement, mais pas pour long-tems. 28 


LETTRE 
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LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 15, O. S. 1748. 
O W that 1 am come from Bath, and ſettled in town, I ſhall 
be able to make you feel the effect of the waters, by the many 

letters I ſhall trouble you with. I am now free from all duties 

but thoſe of friendſhip, and to theſe you certainly have the firſt 
claim ; to this you may add, the pleaſure I find in the performance 
of this duty, and you will not queſtion my punctuality; perhaps 


you will rather have cauſe to complain of it. 


I am ſincerely affected with the tragical end of the count de C * * 
eſpecially on account of the marſhal, whom I honor as he deſerves. 
I fear the ſtroke may be fatal at his time of life. It requires the 
ſtrength and the avocations of an earlier period to bear up under 
ſuch afflictions, whereas he has nothing now to call him off from 
his melancholy reflections. Pray, madam, tell me all the particulars 
of that unfortunate affair. I intereſt myſelf in it enough to in- 
quire into the arcumſtances, which is often the caſe when we hear 
of misfortunes, though they only ſerve to increaſe their weight. 
1 write to the marſhal becauſe you bid me, for I am very ſure it is 


right, ſince you ſay ſo; otherwiſe I ſhould have thought it was 


beſt not to lift the veil from before paternal grief. 

My liberty gives me the more pleaſure, as it opens a proſpect of 
ſeeing you once more at Paris; when that time comes, which I 
truly long for, I ſhall think my place at my office very advanta- 
geouſly exchanged for a place at ſupper in your houſe. 1 reckon 
the peace wall certainly open the harbour of Calais for me before the 
year is out. We are ruining your trade and your navy, you are 
ruining our good allies the united provinces, we ſhall all grow 
weary of thoſe reciprocal ruins, and then we ſhall balance our 
accounts. | 

I have not yet received the Peruvian tales; I am impatient for 
them, and in the mean time your quipos puzzles me. 


will 
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| | A "Londres, ce 15 Mars, V. 8. TY | 
E v E N U flea. eaux, et etabli en ville, me voici en Etat, 
wt madame, de vous en faire reſſentir les effets, par le nombre 
de lettres dont je vous accablerai. Je ſuis a preſent degage de tous 
les .devoirs, excepté ceux de Vamiti6, où vous meritez ſurement une 
preference marquee z ; ajoutez auſſi, sil vous plait, a ce devoir, le 
plaifir que q ai à le remplir, et vous ne douterez plus de mon exac- 
titude; vous aurez peut-&re plütot ſujet de vous en plaindre. 
je ſuis en verité bien afflige de la triſte fin du comte de C..... 
ſurtout par rapport a monſieur le marèchal, que jhonore comme 
il le-merite. Je crains meme pour fa vie a Tage qu'il a: pour reſiſter 
A de pareils malheurs, il faut 1a force, et les occupations d'un age, 
moins avance que le fien; au lieu qu'a preſent il wa rien pour inter- 
rompre la continuite de * idees accablantes. Dites-moi, je vous 
en prie, madame, toutes les particularites de cette malheureuſe affaire; 
je m'y intèreſſe au point d'en demander les circonſtances, ce quon 
fait totjours dans les malheurs, quoigwelles ne ſervent ordinaire- 
ment qua en augmenter 1e poids. Jecris au mardchal par vos 
ordres, Ctant bien ſir que cela convient, puiſque vous le dites ; ſans 
cela Jaurois cru qu'il auroit mieux valu ne pas percer le voile devant 
la douleur paternelle. 

Ma liberté m'eſt q autant plus flatteuſe qwelle me preſente une 
perſpective de vous revoir un jour à Paris: quand ce jour, pour 
lequel je languis veritablement, viendra, je trouverai ma place A 
mon bureau, bien avantageuſement troquèe contre une place à 
ſouper chez vous. Je compte qu'afſurement la paix m 'ouvrira = 
port de Calais dans le cours de cette '*annee. Nous ruinons votre 
commerce et votre marine, vous ruinez nos bons allies les 
provinces unies : on ſe laſſera de part et Fautre de ces ruines reci- 
proques, et on en viendra à une liquidation. A 

Je rai pas encore recu les contes Peruviens; Je m — et 
en attendant, Votre quipos me donne la torture. | 1 
TTY . L 4 4 Voules 
* | 5 
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Will you be ſo obliging as to tell the princeſs of M* * * that 
I had already executed her commands before ever I had received 
them, and had obtained leave of the King, that the prince of 
M... . + - and ſome other priſoners, knights of Malta, might make 
their caravans. The marquis de Puiſieux had aſked it by lord 
Sandwich, and I have had the pleaſure of conchuding the functions 
of my office by that buſineſs. I think 1 ſhalt be leſs troubleſome to 
the princeſs of K.. if 1 don't write to her, merely to ac- 
knowledge the receipt of the letter fhe honoured me with. Adieu, 
madam, without a comphment. 

P. S. Be fo good as to remit the incloſed to my amiable rival 
monſieur de Nevers; 1 do not ſeal it, that you may ſee you 

have not yet driven us to a challenge. 


LETTER, XXIV. 


TO TH E SAME. 
London, May 3d, O. S. 1748. 
T. E employment I never will throw: up 38 long as 1, lives hut 
will zealouſly execute, is that, medam, of. your agent in this 
country; and though 1 have no longer the power of doing all. 1 
would in that office, give me at leaſt an opportynity of, daing all 1 
can. The moment I received your laſt letter I made intereſt for 
the enlargement of the. chevalier ꝙ Albert 2; but hapyily for, bim, 
and unfortunately far me, he had ſailed; for France above a fort- 
night before. Why did yqu not employ me in this buſineſs ſqoner? 
I ſhould either have done it, or at leaſt, have taken the merit of it 
to myſelf; for, to ſay the truth, I am ſo defirous, af having ſome 
merit with you, that I ſhould make Df; ſcruple of, raþbing, others 
of it. 
1 ara ſenſible that by. acknawledging. 0 many of your letters at 
once, 1 accuſe myſelf, that is. to ſay, ee, ape againſt me; 
ha Sat 


A man of great family and merit. He com ded the Magneyiny, 2a, Erengh man of war of 
74 guns, in which he was taken er a ſmart — by two oe of Sir Edward Hawke” $ 
ſquadron, on January.z1ft 1748. 6 - 

7 


— 
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| Voulez-vous bien avoir la bonts de dire à la princeſſe le M. ST” 
que; javois execute ſes ordres avant meme que de les avoir requs, et 
que Javois obtenu la permiſſion du roi pour que monſieur le prince 
de M.. . . .. et quelques eg. chevaliers de Malthe priſonniers 


Tavoit demaridee par le canal de mylord Sandwich, et fai eu le 
plaiſir de finir les fonctions de mon emploi par la. je crois incom- 
moder moins madame la princeſſe de M........, en ne lui 
ecrivant pas, fimplement pour accuſer la lettre dont elle m'avoit 
hofhore. Adieu, madame, ſans compliment. 


monfieur de Nevers. Je ne la ferme pas, afin que vous voyez que 


vous ne nous avez pas encore menès juſqu'au cartel.“ 
\/ 
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LE T T E R XXIV. 


A LA MEME, 


A Londres, ce 3 Mai, V. S. 1748. 

1 MP LOT que je ne quitterai de mes jours, mais que j exccuterai 

avec Zee, Ceſt celui, madame, de votre commiſfionaire dans 
ce pais; et quoique je maye plus le pouvoir de faire tout ce que je 
voudrois dans cette charge, donnez moi au moins les occafions dy 
faire tout ce que je puis. Dans le moment que Jai regu Phonneur 
de votre dernière lettre, je me ſuis interefle pour la liberte de 
monſieur le chevalier Albert *, mais heureuſement pour lui et 
malheureufement pour moi, il y avoit plus de quinze jours quiil 
etoit parti pour aller en France. Que ne m'avez- vous charge.de 
cette affaire plat6t ? ou bien je Vaurois fait, ou en tout cas, jen 
aurois pris le mérite; car pour dire le vrai, je ſouhaite tant den 
avoir aupres de vous, que ne je ne me Keren pas conſcience d'en 
voler à d'autres. 

En accuſant tant de vos lettres à la fois, je ſens bien que je 
maccuſe moi- meme, C'eſt-à- dire que les apparences ſont contre 
moi; mais au fonds je ne fuis rien moins que ooupable, car r quoique 

nk 2 | je 


puſſent Rare leurs caravanes. Monſieur le marquis de Puiſieux 


Ayez la bonté auſſi de donner Pincluſe 4 mon aimable rival . 


— — D — 


76 Lo CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


but in fact, I am far from being guilty; for though I have not had 
the honor of writing to you ſince I received three of your letters, 
I have not been the leſs buſied abort you. ' On the contrary, as I 
had for ſome time foreſeen that peace would ſoon be concluded, 
I have been. inceſſantly employed in- making quipos, to- load the 
firſt great ſhip that fails for Calais. What a fine and uſeful inven- 
tion the quipos are! I don't doubt but they are already in uſe at 
Paris. Indeed that of letters was worn out, it was dragged about 
the ſtreets, the very common people made uſe of it, and people of 
faſhion were at a loſs for ſome new method of conveying their 
ideas to one another. Will you tell me you have much trouble in 
decyphering my quipos? I anſwer, ſo much the better; our 
modern wits let you only gueſs at their meaning, and that but ſel- 
dom; | beſides, the old four and twenty letters were really not 
ſufficient to expreſs the new diſcoveries of the moderns, whereas the 
quipos ( eſpecially if they are entangled by the way) will much 
more naturally exhibit the new quintefſence of unfelt ſentiments. 
It is a common obſervation, that the reader muſt be flattered by leav- 
ing him ſomething ta find out ; therefore the quipos muſt be very 


flattering to the reader, as they leave him every thing to find out. 


After all, madam, however puzzling my quipos may appear to you 
at firſt, I have ſuch an opinion of your penetration, that I dare ſay 
you will underſtand them juſt as well as you have underſtood two 
thirds of the books that have been e in your country 
for theſe ten years paſt. 

Let us, madam, mutually congratulate each other on the conclu- 
ſion of the peace. I believe it was alike deſirable to both parties; 
we were ruining you by ſea, you were ruining us by land: you 
were making conqueſts which you did not want, at the expence 
of your trade and your navy, whilſt we were laviſhing the fruits 


of both on the continent. It was not my fault if this peace was 


not concluded laſt year; let us be wiſer for the future, and keep 


friends. Now each of us knows his proper element ; land is 
yours, and the ſea is ours, and we ſhall keep to it for the future. 
Had we ſupplied our allies but with half the money they have 


coſt us on the continent, and employed the other half in making 
additional 
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je n'aye pas eu Vhonneur de vous ecrire depuis que j'ai regu trois 
de vos lettres, vous ne m'avez pas moins occupè pour cela. Au 
contraire, ayant prevu depuis quelque tems que la paix ſe feroit 
bientot, j'ai travaille ſans relache a vous faire des quipos, dont je 
chargerai le premier. gros batiment qui ira d'ici a Calais. O! la 
belle et utile invention que les quipos ! je ne doute nullement qu'on 
ne ſen ſerve deja a Paris. En verite celle des lettres Etoit trop 
uſce, elle trainoit les rues, le peuple meme sen ſervoit, et oY 
manquoit aux honnetes gens quelque nouveau moyen de $'entre- 
communi quer leurs idees. Me direz-vous que vous aurez de la peine 
a dechiffrer | mes quipos? Je vous dirai que Ceſt tant mieux, et 
que les beaux efprits d aujourdhui ne ſe laiſſent tout au plus que 
deviner, et cela meme aſſez rarement; d ailleurs les vieilles vingt 
quatre lettres ne ſuffiſoient rèellement pas pour exprimer les nou- 
velles decouvertes des modernes, au lieu que les quipos (ſur tout Sils 
s' entortillent en chemin faiſant) depeindront bien plus naturellement 
la nouvelle quinteſſence des ſentimens qu'on n'a jamais ſentis. On 
dit toujours qu'il faut flatter le lecteur en lui laiſſant quelque choſe 4 
penſer; les quipos donc doivent bien flatter le lecteur, en lui laiſſant 
tout a penſer. Enfin, madame, quelque difficiles que mes quipos 
vous paroiſſent d'abord, je compte aſſez fur votre penetration. pour. 
etre perſuade que vous les comprendrez tout auſſi bien que vous 
avez compris les deux tiers des livres, qu'on a publics chez vous de- 
puis dix ans. Ty 
Feélicitons nous, madame, reciproquement de la paix faite. Je | 
crois qu'elle nous convenoit auſſi reciproquement; nous vous rui- 
nions par mer, vous nous ruiniez par terre: vous faiſiez des con- 
quetes ſur terre dont vous naviez pas beſoin, aux depens de votre 
commerce, et de votre marine, pendant que nous prodiguions ſur terre 
les fruits de Pun et de Vautre. Il ma pas tenu à moi que cette paix 
ne ſe flit faite année derniere; ſoyons plus ſages a Tavenir, et reſtons 
bons amis. Nous connoiſſons chacun a-preſent notre clement, le 
votre Ceſt la terre, le notre Ceſt la mer, et nous nous y tiendrons à 
Tavenir. $i nous euſſions fourni à nos allies en argent la moiti“ 
ſeulement de ce qu'ils nous ont coutè par terre, et que nous euſſions 
employe autre moitiè de ſurcroit par mer, vous auriez ete plutot las 
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additional efforts by ſea, you would have been ſooner tired of 
the war; by that means the queen of Hungary would have had 

- more numerous armies by land, for it is not men ſhe wants, but 
money, and we ſhould have had larger fleets, which not only coſt 
us nothing, but bring home immenſe ſums. It has been compu- 
ted, and I believe the calculation to be a pretty juſt one, that the 
value of the prizes we have taken in the courſe of this war amounts, 
would you believe it? to five millions ſterling at leaſt. To fay the 
truth, thongh the war has certainly been very glorious for you, we 
have been the greateſt gainers by it in the main. We have prefer- 
ved to the houſe of Auftria all thoſe countries which, at the com- 
mencement of the war, were given up for loſt ; we have procured 
her the imperial dignity '; our trade and our navy, far from having 
ſuffered, have been greatly improved by the war. It is true, on the 
other hand, that our armies in Flanders, and the ſubſidies we paid, 
have coſt us immenſe ſums. You have gained a ſettlement in Italy 
for the formidable Don Philip, you have obtained three victories in 
Flanders, and you have taken a great many towns, which you now 
reſtore ; but your trade and your navy have ſuffered fo much, as 
not to recover it in many years. Such are the fruits of the war on 
both ſides ; as for thoſe of the peace, the faireſt for me is the 
proſpect of paying my court to you at Paris or at Bagatelle. I long 
for that day, but cannot fix it as yet. Knowing you as I do, and 
wiſhing for that moment as I do, are but one and the ſame thing. 
Good night, madam. 


— * 1 —_— 
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f ' TO THE SAME. 


London, May 24, O. S. 1748. 


| A all our ſhips that go to France are ſo loaded with corn &, that 
| I have not yet found room for my bales of quipos, I write to 
you, Madam, after the old faſhion, the invention of Cadmus, who 


1 * The South provinces of France were greatly diſtreſſed for want of bread, which roſe to an ex- 


orbitant price at the end of the war; an they” were, upon the concluſion of the peace, ſuppli- 
ed in great abundance with corn from England. 


| is 
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de la guerre; car moyennant cela, la reine d Hongrie auroit eu de 
plus grandes armees par terre, puiſque ce n'eſt pas les hommes, mais 
Fargent quiꝰ lui manquent, et nous aurions eu de plus groſſes flottes, 
qui non ſeulement ne nous coutent rien, mais qui nous appor- 
tent des ſommes immenſes. On a fait un calcul, que je crois Etre 


guerre, et le croiriez-vous? il monte au moins à cinq millions de 
livres ſterlin. A dire le vrai, quoique la guerre vous ait ſürement 
ete fort glorieuſe, nous y avons gagne au fonds plus que vous. Nous 
avons conſerve à la maiſon d' Autriche tous ces pais, qu'au commence- 
ment de la guerre on regardoit comme perdus pour elle; nous lui 
avons procure de plus la dignite imperiale: notre commerce et notre 
marine, loin avoir ſouffert, ſe font beaucoup augmentts par la 
guerre. Il eſt vrai de Tautre cdte que nos armees en Flandres, et les 
- ſubſides que nous payions nous ont furieuſement coute, Vous avez 
gagne un ctablifiement en Italie pour le redoutable Don Philippe, 
vous avez eu trois victoires en Flandres, et vous y avez pris un grand 
nombre de villes que vous reſtituez; mais votre commerce et votre 
marine y ont ſouffert au point de ne ſe pas remettre de bien des an- 
Ages, Voila les fruits de la guerre de part et d'autre: pour ceux de 
la paix, le plus beau pour moi eſt celui de pouvoir un jour vous faire 
ma cour a Paris ou a Bagatelle. Je languis pour ce moment ſans 
pouvoir encore le fixer. Vous connoitre comme je le fais, et ſou- 
haiter ce moment corame je le fais, ne ſont que la meme choſe, Bon 
ſoir, madame. 
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. oS 
A LA MEME, 


A Londres, ce 24 Mai, V. S. 1748. 


0 MME tous nos vaiſſeaux qui vont en France ſont ſi charges 
de bleds*, que je mai pas encore pu trouver place pour mes 


| ballgts de gui pos, je VOUS ecris, madame, A la vieille mode, ſelon 


Tinvention de Cadmus, qui imagina, dit-on, les lettres il y a deux 
| | T 


aſſez exact, de la valeur des priſes que nous avons faites pendant cette 
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ll. is ſaid to have contrived letters two or three thouſand years ago, Or 
Il. longer; but whether I make uſe of the old or new invention, to 
0 convey my thoughts to you, I ſhall certainly find none that can 
expreſs the warmth and ſincerity of my ſentiments as I could wiſh, 
i | and 1 muſt always leave you ſomething to find out on that ſcore; 
but it gives me the leſs concern, as I know you have too much diſ- 
cernment not to do me juſtice. We commonly judge of others 
by - ourſelves; and thoſe who have ſentiments themſelves, always 
ſuppoſe the ſame in others, unleſs they have evident proofs to 
the contrary. 
| Your invitation to come ambaſſador to Paris, wad have been 
| very tempting ſome years ago, when, I confeſs, noiſe and ſplendor 
| had great attractions for- me; but now that all my wiſhes center 
N in a quiet life, I ſhall like better to pay my reſpects to you as a 
* little private man, and a traveller. Lord Cheſterfield would quietly, 
and without interruption, enjoy the ſociety and the delightful ſup- 
pers of #* #* *; whereas the ambaſſador would frequently be forced 
to give up theſe delicious moments, to receive or diſpatch tireſome 
packets, to go through ceremonies, or to treat with your miniſters. 
No, madam, I will have you be the ſole object, and not the epiſode, 
of my journey to Paris. However, it will not be this year, my 
private concerns will not admit of it; and beſides, in the preſent 
poſture of affairs, the public, who always ſeeks and finds ſecret 
Mmotives in every thing, would not fail to ſuppoſe I was gone upon 
ſome ſecret, and conſequently more important, negociation, 
The peace ſeems to be growing general; our good ally the queen 
of Hungary is already come into it, and no doubt your good Ca- 
tholic ally will do the ſame. All this might juſt as well have 
been done two years ago, if England and France had pleaſed, and 
it would have been better for both. Our ſeveral allies have coſt us 
very dear; let this be a leſſon for the time to come. 
Your pupil, whom you are ſo kind as to inquire after, is now 
at Leipſig, where he will continue ſeven months longer, to finiſh 
a a certain courſe of ſtudies, which that univerſity is very fit for, 
T mean the German language, hiſtory, and the public law of 
the empire. From thence he will take a turn to Turin, to poliſh 
him, that you may be leſs aſhamed of him when he has the honor 
6 of 
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ou trois mille ans ou plus; mais jaurois beau me ſervir des vieilles 
ou profiter des nouvelles inventions, pour vous communiquer mes 
penſèes, je n'en trouverai pas ſurement quelqu une qui vous expli- 
quera comme je le voudrois toute la vivacite et la verite de mes ſen- 
timens, et il me faudra toujours vous laifler quelque choſe à penſer 
ſur cet article; mais jen ſuis moins en peine parceque je ſais que 
vous penſez trop juſte, pour ne me pas rendre juſtice. Nous juge- 
ons ordinairement des autres par nous-memes, et ceux qui ont des 
ſentimens eux-memes, en ſuppoſent toujours aux autres, a moins 
qu'ils n'ayent fait leurs preuves du contraire. 

L'invitation que vous me faites de venir ambaſſadeur A Paris, au- 
roit ete bien tentante il y a quelques annees. Le bruyant et le 
brillant avoient, je Vavoue, des charmes pour moi; mais à preſent 
que la douceur de la vie eſt mon unique objet, je trouverai bien 
plus mon compte à vous rendre mes devoirs comme petit particulier 
et voyageur. Mylord Cheſterfield jouiroit à ſon aiſe et ſans inter- 
ruption de la ſociètè, et des aimables ſoupers, de * * *; au lieu que 
monſieur PAmbaſſadeur ſe trouveroit ſouvent oblige de renoncer à 
de. ſi doux momens, pour recevoir, et pour expedier des pacquets 
ennuyeux, eſſuyer des ceremonies, ou jouer au plus fin avec vos 
miniſtres. Non, madame, je veux que vous ſoyez Punique objet, et 
non pas Vepiſode, de mon voyage a Paris; ce ne ſera pourtant pas 
cette annee, mes arrangemens particuliers ne le permettent point, 
et Cailleurs, dans la ſituation preſente des affaires, le public, qui 
cherche, et qui trouve fineſſe en tout, me ſuppoſeroit negociateur 
ſecret, et Mautant plus important pour cela. 

Voici la paix qui s arrondit, notre bonne allice la reine d Hon grie 


y a pris deja fa place, et votre bon alli catholique, ſans doute, en 


fera de mème. Tout ceci auroit pu ſe faire également il y a deux 
ans, fi PAngleterre et la France reuſſent voulu, et elles y auroient 
toutes deux gagné: nos allies r6ciproques nous ont couté bien cher; 
profitons au moins de cette experience a Tavenir. 

Votre élève, dont vous avez la bonte de vous informer, eſt ac- 
tuellement à Leipſig, ou il reſtera encore ſept mois, pour finir un 
certain cours d tudes, auquel cette univerſite eſt tres propre, ceſt-a- 
dire la langue Allemande, Yhiſtoire, et le droit public de empire. 
De 1a il fera un tour, pour ſix mois, a Vacademie a Turin, afin de 
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of being yours at Paris. Yes, Madam, I ſay yours; for the mo- 
ment he is at Paris, he will be none of mine; you ſhall direct him 
as you think proper, and I will have nothing more to do with him. 
I am well aſſured your friendſhip will prompt you to take this 


trouble upon you, and there is nothing in which' you can oblige 


me ſo much. Hitherto his behaviour, and the progreſs he has 
made, give me great room to hope that he will not be unworthy 
of your regard. 


4 


— — „ 2 


LETTER XXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, July 5, O. S. 1748. 


| * OU don't do me juſtice, madam; I am highly pleaſed with 


the Peruvian letters, and it was by no means with a view to 
them, that I complained of the faſhionable refinements and embar- 
raſſments of writing; on the contrary, there is a great deal of nature 
and common ſenſe in theſe letters. Only I could have wiſhed that 
Zilia, juſtly provoked at the behaviour of Aza, had married Detter- 
ville out of gratitude. I don't ſay for love; love is not ſo ſoon 
transferred from one object to another, but it is certain that love 
may be extinguiſhed, and would be ſo at once for an object that 
had made himſelf ſo unworthy of it as Aza; then an indifference 
for all other objects enſues, and not only ſuffers, but inclines, us 
to give ourſelves up to ſentiments of gratitude' and eſteem. It is 
true, your French authors have applied themſelves, much more 
than ours, to the ſtudy of the human heart. La Rochefoucault * 
and la Bruyere + have ſearched into its inmoſſ receſſes; but their 
ſucceflors, who have thought themſelves obliged not only to go 
2yond them, but even to outdo each other, have ſpun out their 
analyſis to the utmoſt refinement of nonſenſe. 5 6 
You will pardon me, madam, if I am not quite of your opinion 
with regard to your pupil, 1 even hope to bring you. over to mine. 


* The maxims of that author were much admired by lord Cheſterfield. 

+ The celebrated French tranſtator and imitator of Theophraſtus. His ebara@ers will always 
maintain the-juſt reputation they have acquired, nctwithſtanding the efforts of ſome.critics to depre- 
ciate them. hy 


I Conſider 
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le decrotter, au point que vous en ayez moins honte, quand il aura 


rnonneur de vous appartenir à Paris. Oui, madame, je me ſers du 


terme de vous appartenir, puiſque du moment quil ſera à Paris, Jy 
renonce; Ceft à vous à en ordonner comme vous jugerez à propos, 


je ne men meèlerai plus. Votre amiti6 meſt garant que vous vou- 


drez bien vous charger de ce ſoin, et rien au monde ne peut metre 


ſi ſenſible. Jufquiici ſa conduite, et les progres qwil a faits, me don- 
nent tout lieu d'efperer 1258 ne ſera pas indigne de vos ſoins. 


L ET TRE XXVI. 
A LA MEME, 


| Andres, 5 Juillet, V. S. 1748. 

OUS me faites tort, madame; je goute infiniment les lettres 

q une Peruvienne, et ce n'ctoit nullement par rapport à elles, 

que je me plaignois des raffinemens, et des entortillemens à la mode; 
au contraire, il y a beaucoup de naturel et de ſens commun. Jaurois 
voulu ſeulement que Zilia, juſtement outree du procede d' Aza, edit 
epouſe Detterville par reconnoiſſance. Je ne dis pas par amour; 
amour ne ſe transporte pas ſi tdt d'un objet a un autre, mais il eſt 
ſir que amour peut s'teindre, et geteindroit tout a coup, pour un 
objet qui sen ſeroiĩt rendu auſſi indigne qu Aza; alors Vindifference 


par rapport à tous les autres objets ſuccède, et non ſeulement nous 


permet, mais meme nous porte a nous livrer aux ſentimens de re- 
connoiſſance et d'eſtime. Il eſt vrai que vos auteurs Frangois ſe 
ſont-appliques bien plus que les notres a ctudier le coeur de homme. 
La Rochefoucault * et la Bruyere + en ont bien developpe tous les pls, 
et les replis; mais leurs ſucceſſeurs, qui ſe ſont crus obliges, non ſeule- 
ment de rencherir ſur eux, mais auſſi les uns ſur les autres, ont pouſle 
leurs analyſes juſqu'au plus fin galimatias. 

Vous me pardonnerez, madame, fi je ne ſuis pas tout-à- fait de 
votre ſentiment au ſujet de votre eleve; je crois meme. vous mener au 
mien. Faites reflexion qu'il eſt tout couvert de la pouſſière des col- 
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Conſider, he is covered all--over, with the ruſt of the colle ges of 
Leipſig, that he has no kind of breeding, and that, with a, very 
pretty perſon, - he looks very aukward; and judge what would be 
the-conſequence, if he were to make his firſt appearance in ſuch 
a. world as Paris. Conſcious and aſhamed of not being like other 
people, he would ſhun good company, and be ſhunned by them, 
and would take refuge amongſt his elegant countrymen at the Eng- 
liſh coffee-houſe; whereas in a {mall place like Turin, where there 
is a very polite court, an academy, and good company, he will in- 
ſenſibly wear off his ruſt, without being diſcouraged; and afterwards, 
when he is more admiſſible, Paris, your kindneſs, and above all, 
your example, will put the finiſhing hand. I confeſs I am as im- 
patient as an author, to ſee a fine and correct edition of my work, 
which will never be, till you have been kind enough to correct it. 


——— 


LETTER XXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, July 30, O. S. 1748. 
Am juſt returned from a journey of forty leagues, which I have 
taken to drink ſome waters*, that have been of great ſervice to me, 
but have balanced that advantage, by depriving me of your laſt letter 
for a few days. I ſhall make another excurſion into the country to 
morrow for a fortnight, not from choice but neceſſity, for I have at 
preſent no dwelling-place. I am moving out of my old houſe, 


and my new one is not yet habitable, ſo that I muſt live upon my 


friends a few weeks longer. If la rue de u or Bagatelle were but 
between my two houſes, I ſhould not repine at the inconvenience 
that I now find ſo provoking. In ſix weeks time, I hope to be in 
ſome meaſure ſettled in my habitation, where I ſhall at laſt have 
a good houſe. I have fitted up moſt of my rooms quite in the 
French taſte. I have a ſpacious court-yard, and a large garden, two 
very uncommon things in this town, though very frequent at Paris. 


* Thoſe of Cheltenham, 
: In 
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leges de Leipſig, quil n'a point du tout de manieres, et que malgré 
une fort jolie figure, il a tres mauvais air; et jugez ce qui en ſe- 
roit, ſi ſon premier debut etoit dans un monde comme Paris. Ne 
ſe ſentant pas fait comme les autres, et honteux de ne Vetre pas, 
11 Eviteroit les bonnes compagnies, qui Veviteroient auſſi a leur tour, 
et il ſe refugieroit aupres de ſes aimables compatriotes au caffe An- 
glois; au lieu que, dans un petit endroit comme Turin, ou il y a. 
pourtant une cour tres polie, une academie bien reglee, et bonne. 
compagnie, il ſe decrottera inſenſiblement ſans ſe rebuter ;. apres- 
quoi, devenu plus preſentable, Paris, vos bontes,. et ce qui plus eſt 
encore, votre exemple, y mettront la derniere main. Javoue que je. 
m'impatiente, comme un auteur, pour voir une belle et correcte. 
edition de mon ouvrage, ce qui n'arrivera qu'apres que vous aurez. 
bien voulu le corriger. | 


„ 
K 1 A M E NM K. 

"Jp Londres, ce 30 Juillet, V. S. 1748. 

E reviens d'un voyage que j'ai fait a quarante lieues d ici, pour 
prendre des eaux, qui m'ont fait beaucoup de bien, mais qui ont 
contrebalancè ce bien, en me privant pour quelques jours de votre 
derniere lettre. Je fais encore demain une autre courſe à la cam- 
pagne pour quinze jours, pas par choix mais par neceſlite, car actuelle- 
ment je rai point de domicile, je demenage de ma vieille maiſon, 
& Je ne puis pas encore entrer dans ma nouvelle, de facon quil 
me faudra encore quelques ſemaines vivre aux depens de mes amis. 
Encore fi la rue dea ou Bagatelle ſe trouvoit entre mes deux 
maiſons, je ſouffrirois volontiers le derangement, qui. me fait enra- 
ger a cette heure. Dans ſix ſemaines jeſpere d'ctre etabl, tant 


bien que mal, dans mon h6tel, où à la fin je ſerai bien. loge, Pai ac- 


commode la pliipart de mes chambres entierement a. la Francoiſe. 
Jai une grande cour, et un grand jardin, deux choſes très-rares 
dans cette ville, quoique tres-communes. a Paris. Enfin, venez la 
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In ſhort, madam, come and fee it; it is but a ſtep from your- 
houſe, and I will engage that, except good hving, good company, and 
all that makes ſociety agreeable, you would ſtill think yourſelf at 
Paris. - 
A little pamphlet has. lately been imported from Paris, which 13 
not much amiſs, entitled the year 1748 *: it foretells a great change 
that is to happen on the firſt of next month; no leſs than a total 
and reciprocal exchange of ſexes. As for me, who am not natu-. 
rally over-credulous, I can ſcarcely beheve it, though I ſhould gladly 
conſent to it upon one condition, which is that you and I ſhould 
make the exchange one with the other. It is true you would be a 
great lofer by the bargain, but it is not leſs true that I ſhould be a 
great gainer; and, in effentials, who cares what their friends loſe, 
if they do but get ? Decency requires that we ſhould ſacrifice ſome- 
thing to our friends in leſſer matters, and that we ſhould ſhew them 
ſome attentions that coſt us little or nothing ; but a man would be 
eſteemed a ſavage, who ſhould ſtrain the ſentiments of friendſhip 
beyond this. Would to God then, madam, that on the firſt of next 
month I ſhould all on a ſudden find myſelf to be you, and that you 
ſhould find yourſelf to be your moſt humble ſervant! 


” 


i 


— 


LETTER XXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Auguſt 22, O. S. 1748. 

B E ſo good, madam, I conjure you, as to ſay to the prince 

of Conti, in my name, all that you would ſay yourſelf if you 
were in my place; then, witty as he is, he will think I am fo 
too, for I expect you ſhould affirm at the ſame time that I have 
writ to you word for word what you are to fay. I don't ſup- 
poſe you are ſo miſerly as to deny me this ſmall preſent, which you 
can eaſily ſpare, and which I only aſk you to beſtow out of 


* Lannee merveilleuſe, by abbe Coyer. This was an ingenious imitation of the annus mira- 
bilis by Dr. Arbuthnot. 
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voir, madame; il n'y a qu'un pas de chez vous ici, et Jole vous 
affurer, qu'a rexception de la bonne chere, de la bonne compagnie, 
et de tous les agre: emens de la ſociete, vous vous croiriez encore a 
Paris. 

On nous a apporte dernierement de Paris une petite brochure, pas. 
mal <ecrite, intitulèe Pannee 1748*, qui predit, pour le premier du 
mois prochain, un changement tres-conſiderable ; il ne s'agit de rien 

moins que de la m{tamorphoſe totale et reciproque des deux ſexes. 
Pour moi, qui naturellement ne ſuis pas trop credule, j'ai de la peine 
à le croire, quoique Jy conſentirois volontiers à une condition, qui 
ſeroit que vous et moi nous changeaſſions Pun contre autre. II 
eſt vrai que vous perdriez bien au change, mais il eſt auſſi vrai, que 
jy gagnerois beaucoup, et dans les choſes eſſentielles, qui eſt-ce qui 
s'embaraſle de ce que leurs amis perdent, pourvu qwils_y gagnent 
eux-memes? La decence veut qu'on ſacrifie a ſes. amis de petits ob- 
jets, et qu'on leur tè moigne des attentions, qui ne coltitent que peu. 
ou rien; mais on paſſeroit pour Iroquois, fi on pouſlvit plus loin 
que cela les ſentimens d amitiè. Plut-a-Dieu donc, madame, que le 
premier du mois prochain, je me trouve tout-à- coup vous, et * 
vous vous trouviez votre tres-humble ſerviteur! 


* 


1 TT RN ETHEL 


A LA MIS ME. 


A Londres, ce 22 d' Aout, V. 8. 1748. 


YEZ la bonte, je vous en conjure, madame, de dire pour moi 
a monſieur le prince de Conti tout ce qu'en ma place vous di 
riez vous-mẽme; alors, avec Feſprit qu'il a, il croira que j'en ai auſſi 
beaucoup, car je pretends que vous lui ſouteniez, en mème tems, que: 
je vous Pai ecrit mot a mot. Je ne penſe pas que vous ſoyez aſſez 
ladre pour me refuſer ce petit preſent, dont vous ne ſentirez pas le: 
beſoin, et que je ne demande que de votre ſurabondance. Au reite,, 

| — ajoutez, 
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| your overflowings. Be pleaſed to add, that. I hope to ſend him 
ſome recruits of that ſort of hounds ſome time hence. The breed 
had been neglected, ſince there were no more wolves in Ireland, 
but I have writ to ſome of my friends to get ſome made for me. 
Your warriors will have leiſure for hunting, at leaſt for ſome time, 
though I do not ſee that they bring this definitive treaty to a con- 
cluſion. I know not whoſe fault it is, as it has plainly appeared 
that you wiſh for peace, and it is very certain we wiſh for it too; 
and methinks when we are agreed, our reſpective allies muſt alſo 
come into terms. 25 | 

Could you inform me, madam, who is intended to be your am- 
Paſſador here? We ſuppoſe there are two competitors, monſieur de 
 Mirepoix and marſhal de Belleifle ; for my part, I only wiſh he 
may be a friend of yours, and conſequently that he may have the 
fame opinion of you as I have. 

I will endeavor to procure the papers your brother-in-law wants, 
but all the gentlemen who could help me to them are ſtill in 
Flanders; and beſides, I very much queſtion the exactneſs of our 
military people in thoſe matters. They muſt be allowed to fight 
well, but they have not that attention and that taſte for their 
profeſſion as yours have. = 

I ſee plainly you are not convinced by my reaſons with regard to 
your future pupil : that is nothing very ſurprizing ; but what is 
more ſo is, that I ſhould not acquieſce in yours. In every thing 
there muſt be gradations, and the leſſer cities will gradually pre- 
pare him for the larger. Paris ſwarms at preſent with Engliſh- 
men, whom I would not willingly propoſe to him for models or for 
acquaintance, and they would infallibly be both, it he were to 
go there juſt now; whereas Turin will break him from his native 
country, and then, when he belongs to none, he will certainly 
adopt yours. Adieu, madam, I excuſe you the reading of a whole 
Page ; pray reward me by adding one to the next you honor me 
with. 


LETTER 
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ajoutez, $11 vous plait, que je me flatte de pouvoir en quelque tems 
dici lui envoyer des recrues de cette forte de chiens : on en. avoit 
neglige la race, depuis qu'il n'y avoit plus de loups en Irlande, mais 
Jai ecrit a quelques-uns de mes amis de men faire faire. 

Vos guerriers auront, du moins pour quelque tems, le loiſir de 
chaſſer, quoique pourtant il me ſemble que ce traitè definitif ne finit 
point. Je ne ſais à qui en eſt la faute, puiſqu'il a paru aſſez claire- 
ment que vous voulez la paix, et qu'il eſt tres-ſur que nous la vou- 
lons auſſi; et il me ſemble que des que nous ſommes d'accord, il 
faut bien que nos allies reſpectifs marchent. 

Sauriez-vous, madame, qui l'on deſtine chez vous pour ambaſſa- 
deur ici? Nous ſuppoſons ici qu'il a deux concurrens pour cette com- 
miſſion, monſieur de Mirepoix, et monſieur le marèchal de Belleiſle; 
pour moi je demande ſeulement qu'il ſoit de vos amis, et que par 
conſequent il penſe comme moi fur votre ſujet. 

Je tacherai de procurer pour monſieur votre beau-frere les papiers 
qu'il ſouhaite, mais a preſent tous ceux qui ſeroient en état de me les 
fournir ſont encore en Flandres; et d'ailleurs, pour vous dire la verite, 
je doute beaucoup de exactitude de nos militaires dans ces matieres 
la. Ils ſe battent bien, il en faut convenir; mais ils n'ont pas cette 
attention, et ce gout pour leur metier, qu'ont les votres. . 

Je vois bien que vous ne convenez pas de mes raiſons au ſujet de 
votre futur eleve: cela weſt pas extraordinaire; mais ce qui Veſt, Ceſt 


que je ne me rende point aux votres. Il faut en tout des gradations, 


et les petites villes le prepareront- peu-à- peu pour les grandes. Pa- 


ris fourmille actuellement d' Anglois, que je ne lui donnerois pas vo- 
lontiers, ou pour modeles ou pour connoiflances, mais qui ſeroient 


infailliblement Fun et autre s'il y alloit prèſentement; au lieu que 
Turin achevera de le depaiſer, apres quoi, meétant plus d' aucun 
pais, il adoptera ſirement le votre. Adieu, madame; je vous fais 
grace dune page entiere, recompenſez- moi en en ajoutant une a 
celle dont vous m'honorerez. 


N LETTRE 
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LETTER XXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 

London, Sept. 5, O. S. 1748. 

Vs indeed, madam, 1 have a howudoir (pouting room) but it has 
one fault, which is, that it is ſo chearful and ſo pleaſant, that 
there will be no ſuch thing as pouting in it when I am alone. That 
is a fault on the right ſide, for one who is ſuch an enemy to pouting 
as I am, and may be remedied at any time, by introducing thoſe 
clumſy, tireſome, and difagreeable people, which I am obliged to 
admit now and then. When an animal of that ſort ſends in his 
name, I ſhall directly run to my boudoir, as to my ſanctuary, and 


there receive him; there he will have leſs effect upon me, for we 


are ſo framed, that external objects have no ſmall influence on the 
mind, and many a fool, who would tire me to death in a diſmal 
room, may chance to amuſe me in a pleaſant and ornamented cloſet. 
The reſult of all this is, that the true etymology of bowdoir is (to 
ſpeak Latin) 4 non boudare, as lucus a wood à non lucendo; that is 


to ſay, that you neither pout in the one, nor ſee in the other. If 
this ſtroke of profound erudition puzzles you, abbe Sallier, whom I 


ſalute with all my heart, will explain it, and make you ſenfible of 


its ſolidity. Will you have a deſcription of my 40udoir, as well as 


its etymology? Here it is. The wainſcot and. ceiling are of a fine 
blue, with a great deal of carving and gilding; the hangings and 
chairs are worked in tent ſtitch, m a beautiful pattern of flowers on 
a white ground. Over the chimney, which is of Grallo di Sienna, a 
great deal of glaſs, with carved work and gilding, and in the mid-- 
dle is the picture of a very fine woman done by Rofalba. I would 
deſcribe the reſt of my houſe ; but as the ſecond Phny failed in at- 
tempting a deſcription of his, which is wholly unintelligible, I could 
not preſume to ſucceed, and you know a. wiſe man will not attempt 
what is beyond his ſtrength. - 
Sure your cuſtom-houſe Cerberus's muſt be much more inexora-- 
ble than ours, for I gave ſtrict charge to my merchant not to ſuffer 
7 | the. 


1. E TT RE, XK» 


A LA MEmME. 
A Londres, oe 5 Sept. V. S. 1748. 

Ou. vraiment, madame, j'ai un boudoir, mais il a un defaut, ceſt 
wil eſt fi gai et fi riant, quon ny pourra jamais bouder quand 
on y = ſeul: Ceſt un defaut aimable pour qui aime la bouderie auſſi 
peu que moi, mais en tout cas, il eſt facile de le reparer, en y recevant 
les gens mauſſades, facheux, et deſagreables, que de tems en tems 
on eſt oblige d'effuyer. Quand on myannoncera un animal de la 
ſorte, je courrai ꝙ abord a mon boudoir, comme à mon ſanctuaire, I'y 
recevoir; 1a il aura moins de priſe ſur moi, car, de la fagon que nous 
ſommes faits, les objects exterieurs ne {ont nullement indifferens par 
rapport a Veſprit, et tel fot qui m accableroit dans une chambre lu- 


gubre, pourra peut- tre m'amuſer dans un cabinet ornè et riant. 


De tout ceci il reſulte, que la veritable Etymologie de boudoir Eſt 
(pour parler Latin) 2 non boudare comme lucus un bois 4 non lu- 
cendo Celt a dire qu'on ne boude point dans Pun, et qu'on ne voit 
goutte dans autre: au reſte fi ce trait de profonde ęrudition vous 
embaraſſe, Pabbe Sallier, que je ſalue de tout mon coeur, vous Vex- 
pliquera, et vous en fera ſentir toute la ſolidite. Voulez-vous la de- 
ſcription, auſſi bien que l'etymologie, de ce boudoir? La voici. La 
boiſure, et le platfond ſont d'un beau bleu, avec beaucoup de ſculp- 
tures et de dorures; les tapiſſeries et les chaiſes ſont d'un ouvrage 
a fleurs au petit-point, d'un deſſein .magnifique ſur un fond blanc; 


par deſſus la cheminee, qui eſt de Giallo di Sienna, force glaces, 


ſculptures, dorures, et au milieu le portrait ꝙ une tres belle femme, 
peint par la Roſalba. Je vous ferois la deſcription du reſte de la 
maiſon, mais comme le ſecond Pline a echoue en voulant donner la 
_ deſcription de la ſienne, od Yon n'entend abſolument rien, je nai pas 
pu eſpcirer dy pouvoir rèuſſir, et vous ſavez quiil eſt de la ſageſſe de 
ne pas tenter des choſes au deſſus de ſes forces. 

Il faut que vos Cerberes de la douane ſoient bien plus inex- 
orables que les nd6tres, car j'ai bien inſtruit mon marchand de ne le 
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the ſilks to be ſeized, for want of a certain compliment, which goes 
a great way with thoſe gentlemen. I hope your controller will be 
ſo civil as to releaſe priſoners that are to be ſo near your perſon, 

For goodneſs ſake, madam, tell me why your parliament is ſo 
exaſperated againſt a book I have juſt been reading, entitled, /es 
Moeurs*, As I had feen the arret, before I read the book, I ex- 
pected to find it full of impiety and profligacy; whereas I have 
found religion and natural law ſtrongly eſtabliſhed and inculcated, 
ſtrict morality, and all the duties of man fully pointed out. It is 
true, the author adopts no particular ſect or mode of external wor- 
ſhip, as a part of religion; but this was no buſineſs of his in treating 
of morality. I know the clergy of alt religions will be offended at 
it, but is that a reaſon why the parliament ſhould be ſo too? Indeed 
I find a great deal of good in that book; there is good ſenſe, wit, 
and ſtriking pictures; ſometimes, indeed, the reaſonings are rather 
pretty than ſtrong, and frequently the author ſeems to chuſe rather 
to adorn than to puſh his argument. Is it fuſpected at Paris who 
he is? For my part, if I were to give a gueſs, I ſhould ſuſpect the 
author of the Perſian letters. 

Does the prince of Conti think I have an amiable and delicate way 
of ſaying things? That is to ſay, madam, have you faithfully deli- 
vered my meſſage to him in the manner I told you? It 1o, kings 
would be very happy to be ſerved as I am; for then, perhaps, 
none but the few who approach them would know that they want 
underſtanding. 

A propos, the time is over, and the metamorphoſis I ſo much 
withed for has not taken place, and now I deſpair of it; for, when 
a prophecy is not fulfilled at the time appointed, there is an end of 
it. At leaſt I have been a gainer by the impoſture, and what you 
ſay to me upon the ſubject is almoſt as good as the metamorphoſis 
itſelf, for I take it all literally, and ſhould be very ſorry to examine 
too narrowly into that matter. A man feels too happy when he is 
deceived, or deceives himſelf, to his own advantage. I wiſh you 

0 could 
This beck, which has been tranſlated and publiſhed in Engliſh, was compoſed by Mr, 


Foutlaint, The offence, which it gave to the clergy, on account of ſome flings at Chriſtianity, 
obliged 
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pas laifſer prendre les etoffes, faute dun certain compliment, auquel 
ces meſſieurs ſont d ordinaire tres ſenſibles. Il faut eſpcrer que mon- 
ſieur votre comptroleur aura la Politeſſe de relacher des — 
qui doivent vous toucher de ſi près. 

Dites moi de grace, madame, pourquoi votre parlement de Paris 
a tant ſevi contre un livre que je viens de lire, intitule, Les Moeurs*, 
Comme javois lu Tarrèt, avant que d'avoir lu le livre, je m'attendois à 
trouver dans ce dernier toutes ſortes d'impiétès, et de relachement; 
au lieu de quoi j'y ai trouve la religion et la loi naturelle fortement 
etablies et inculquees, une morale meme rigoureuſe, et tous les de- 
voirs de Phomame bien conſtates. Il eſt vrai que auteur n'adopte au- 
cune ſecte particulière, ni culte extérieur en matiere de religion, auſſi 
n'etoit-ce pas de ſon reſſort en traitant des moeurs. Je ſens. bien 
que les eccleſiaſtiques de toutes les religions en ſeront offenſes, 


mais eſt-ce une raiſon pour que le parlement le ſoit auſſi? En verite 


je trouve beaucoup de bon dans ce livre, il y a du bon ſens, de Feſprit 
et des portraits bien caracteriſes; il eſt vrai-que quelquefois les raiſon- 
nemens ſont plus jolis que forts, et il ſemble que Fauteur aime 
mieux ſouvent orner que pouſſer ſon argument. $Soupgconne-t-on 
à Paris qui Ceſt? pour moi, ſi je voulois me livrer a des conjectures, 
Jen ſoupconnerois Vauteur des lettres Perſanes. 

Monſieur le prince de Conti, croit-il que jai Feſprit di licat et ai- 
mable? Ceſt-à- dire, madame, vous etes-vous acquittèe fidèlement 
de ma commiſſion. aupres de lui? en ce cas, que les rois ſeroient 


heureux detre ſervis comme moi, puiſqu'alors il. n'y auroit peut- 


etre qu'une vingtaine de ceux qui les approchent de plus pres, qui 
fauroient quils wont point deſprit! 

A propos, le tems eſt paſſè ſans que la métamorphoſe que je ſou- 
haitois tant ſe ſoit faite, et a-preſent jen déſeſpère, car des que les 
prophcties ne s'accompliſſent pas à point nomme,. Cen eſt fait. Au 
moins j'ai gagne par T'impoſture, et ce que vous me dites ſur ce ſujet 
vaut preſque la metamorphoſe meme, car je prends tout a la lettre, 
et je me donne bien garde d' aprofondir cette maticre. On eſt trop 


heureux qtètre trompè, ou de ſe tromper ſoi meme, agrèablement: 


Je voudrois bien que vous puſſiez nvavoir une pareille obligation, 


obliged the author to fly from his country, and take refuge in Pruſſia. Lord Cheſterfield was 
miſtaken in attributing this performance to Monteſquieu. 
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could have ſuch an obligation to me, but how can that be? You 
would not thank me for telling you truths that are generally ac- 
knowledged, and there ts no room for any thing beyond, You 
leave a great deal to think, but nothing to ſay. 


55 
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TO THE SAME. 
London, Sept. 22 O. S. 1748. 


RULY, .madam, I am at a loſs how to deal with you. You 
reject the plaineſt truths, becauſe they are to your advan- 
tage. As for compliments, we have long ſince baniſhed them from 
our correſpondence; and if you will hear of nothing but your faults, 
you muſt apply to ſomebody that can find them out. It is true, we 
like better to be told of what we with to deſerve, or, from ſelf-love, 
fancy we deſerve, than of what we rea}ly do deſerve. One of the 
antients, I forget which, ſaid to Trajan; Flattery is long ſince ex- 
hauſted towards your predeceſſors; all that remains for us towards 
you, is 70 dare be ſilent x. This then is the method I ſhall take with 
you. 
How I long for your arms, madam! The exprefſion appears ra- 
ther warm and tender; I muſt explain it, in caſe the letter ſhould 
be opened. I long then for the china arms (ſconces) you are 10 


kind as to ſend me by the return of my merchant, who, I am 
ſure, has never been ſo impatientiy expected ſince he was born. I 


truſt to your taſte, and care not what color they are of ; they 
cannot be amiſs, for I have already every poſſible color in my 
boudoir. I ſhall therefore plainly thank you for them, madam, 
with all my heart. Voiture+ would not ſo ſoon have diſmiſſed 1o 
fine a ſubject for his wit, nor the Chevalier d'Her— f for his epi- 


* Theſe are Pliny's remarkable words, “ Simul cum jampridem novitas omnis adulatione con- 
4 ſumpta fit, non alius erga te novus honor ſupereſt, quam ſi aliquando de te tacere audeamus 


Panegyr. lv. 3. 


c An author formerly much admired for his wit, and now univerſally deſpiſed, 
- Your 
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mais le moyen, vous ne me tiendriez aucun compte de verites re- 
CONNUES, et pourtant on n'y peut rien ajouter; vous donnez beaucoup 
a penſer, mais vous ne laiſſez rien a dire. — 


L E TTARE XXX. 


A LA MEME., 


A Londres, ce 22 Sept. V. S. 1748. 

ET ST que je ne fais plus comment m'y prendre avec vous, 

madame, vous rejettez les verites les plus ſimples parcequ elles 
vous ſont avantageuſes. Pour les complimens, nous les avions deja : 
bannis de notre commerce depuis longtems; et ſi vous voulez ſeule-- 
ment entendre parler de vos defauts, il faut vous adreſſer a quel-- 
quun qui vous en connoiſſe. II eſt vrai quon gentend dire plus 
volontiers les choſes qu'on voudroit meriter, ou que, par illuſion, on 
croit meriter, que celles qu'on merite reellement. Un ancien, je ne 
{ais plus lequel, diſoit a Trajan; 4a flatterie et epuiſee depuis longtems 
envers vos predeceſſeurs; tout ce qui nous reſte donc d votre. egard, c 
Poſer nous taire*, Voila donc le parti que je prens. 

Que je languis pour vos bras, madame! Lexpreflion : paroit vive ; 
et tendre; il faut Pexpliquer, en cas qu'on ouvre la lettre. Je languis 
donc pour ces bras de porcelaine, que vous avez la bonte de men- 
voyer par le retour de mon marchand, qui, depuis qu'il eſt au monde, | 
ma jamais ete. attendu avec une impatience egale a la mienne. Je 
m'en fie bien à votre gout, et je ne nvembaraſle pas de la couleur; 
Jai déja toutes les couleurs du monde dans ce boudoir, de fagon que 
vos bras n'y peuvent pas ètre deplaces, de quelque couleur qwils - 
ſoient. Je vous en remercierai donc, madame, de tout mon coeur, | 
et tout ſimplement. Voiture+ mauroit pas fi tot quittè un fi beau ſujet: 
pour ſon eſprit, ni le chevalier d Her —4 pour ſes epigrammes. . 


t The letters publiſhed under that name were written by Mr. de Fontenelle, when very young. 
They abound 1 in witticiſm and conceits, and are in, all reſpects unworthy of that author. 


Votre 


v 

96 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 

Your fire-man is employed in preparing the grand fire-works, 
that are to be played off here for the concluſion of the peace. I 
am only afraid his gunpowder will grow mouldy, and the prepara- 
tions be ſpoiled, before the end of the endleſs definitive treaty. I 
ſhould be very glad to be of ſervice to your artiſt; but you will for- 
give me, I am ſure, if, being juſt, come into my new houſe, I do 
not chuſe to give him an opportunity. of blowing it up or burning 
it down, or even of ſmoking the furniture, the uſual conſequen- 
quences of fire-works in the neighbourhood. As for your compo- 
ſer Adolphati, I ſhall tell you honeſtly, I preſage no good for 
him in this country. The opera we are to have this winter, 
being wholly managed by an 7rpre/ario from Italy, who brings 
along with him his own company and his own compoſer, there is 
no opening that way. As to oratorios, motets, and that kind of 
muſic, there is ſtill leſs. Handel, who is unqueſtionably the 
greateſt compoſer in Europe, has given ſo many that we are ſur- 
feited with them, and nobody goes to hear them. It is enough 
that he comes from you, to quicken my endeavours to ſerve him, 
but I doubt it will be to no purpoſe. 

I with you a good night, madam; the tediouſneſs of this letter 
may poſſibly contribute to give you one, 
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LETTER . 


TO THE SAME. 


London, November 21, O. S. 1748. 


1 T is but within theſe four days, madam, that I am returned 
from Bath. My old complaints had obliged me to have re- 
courſe to thoſe waters; and during my ſtay there, the head-ake 


and ſwimmings in my head have made me utterly incapable of 


ſaying the leaſt thing to you, and my head was not much in a 
condition to explain to you the ſentiments of my heart. My com- 
fort was, you have been long acquainted with them. In the mean 


time 
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Votre homme a feu eſt employe dans le grand feu d artifice quon. 
doit tirer ici au ſujet de la concluſion de la paix; je crains ſeulement 
que ſa poudre ne ſe moiſiſſe, et que ſes preparatifs ne ſe gàtent, avant 
que le traite definitif qui ne finit point ne ſe finiſſe. Je ſerois charme 
de rendre ſervice a votre artiſte, mais vous me pardonnerez, jen ſuis 
ſir, ſi en entrant d abord dans ma nouvelle maiſon, je ne lui donne 
pas Voccaſion de la faire ſauter ou bruler, ou den enfumer mème les 
meubles; ſuites ordinaires du voiſinage d'un feu vartifice. Pour 
votre compoſiteur Adolphati, je vous dirai naturellement que je Mau- 
gure rien d avantageux pour lui dans ce pais; Vopera, que nous de- 
vors avoir cet hiver, etant entièrement ſous la direction d'un ſeul 
impreſario qui vient d'Italie, et qui mene avec lui, et ſa troupe, et 
ſon compoſiteur, de ſorte que de ce cotè 1a il n'y a pas d'ouverture 
pour notre virtuoſo. Du cote des oratorios, des motets, et de cette 
ſorte de muſique, il y en a encore moins. Handel, qui ſans contredit 
eſt le plus grand compoſiteur de FEurope, en ayant tant donne qu'on 
en eſt las, et qu'on n'y va plus. Il ſuffit qu'il me vienne de votre 
part pour que je faſſe tous mes efforts pour le ſervir; mais franche- 
ment je crains que ce ne ſoit inutilement. 

Bon ſoir, madame; auſſi la longueur de cette lettre pourra bien 
y contribuer. 


L ETT RARE XMXXI. 


ALA MEM E. 


A Londres, ce 21 Nov. V. S. 1748. 


E reviens, madame, depuis quatre jours ſeulement des Bains, 
auxquels mes vieilles indiſpoſitions m'avoient oblige d'avoir 
recours. Pendant mon ſejour 1a, des vertiges, et des migraines, ren- 
doient ma t6te tres-indigne de vous dire la moindre choſe, et elle 
n'toit gueres en Etat de vous expliquer les ſentimens de mon cceur: - 
ce qui m'en conſoloit, cetoit que vous les connoiſſiez depuis long- 
tems. En attendant, je me trouve endette de quatre lettres, que 
Vol. II. O | | Jai 
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time, I. find myſelf indebted to you in four letters, conveyed by 
different channels. This is a debt I ſhall never be able to pay in 
coin of the ſame value, and I mean to acquit myſelf only by my 
obedience to your commands. 

It muſt be confeſſed that in all reſpects the French theatre out- 
does all others, not excepting that of the antients, with all the 
reſpect that is due to them. 

I am delighted with the honors paid to monſieur de Richelieu. 
He deſerves them, or would have deſerved them at Genoa, if he 
had been under a neceſſity of defending it; but thanks to our 
good allies the Auſtro-Sardinians, that city was not ſo much as 
beſieged. Indeed there was the ſhew of an army before the town, 
but not more numerous than the garriſon, and wholly deſtitute of 
all the requiſites for a ſiege. Thus it is that we have been every 
where ſupported by our allies; thirty thouſand Auſtrians have 
repreſented ſixty, that were to have been in Flanders, and that we 
paid as if they had been complete. Happily the peace has put an 
end to all thoſe abuſes, and it fignifies nothing to look back. 

I have not yet got the ſconces Iſo much long for, but they are ar- 
rived, and I hourly expect them; that is all that is now wanting in 
my boudojr, which is finiſhed, and is really charming. I ſhall come 
into it at Chriſtmas. | 1 

Adieu, madam, for this time; my letter is the for my 
head, and 1 can aſſure you my head is already the worſe for my 
letter. a 
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LETTER XXXII. 


TO THE SAME, 
London, Dec. 26, O. S. 1748. 


HEY are ſafe arrived, madam; I have got them, I am delight- 
ed with them, they are quite in taſte; you may be ſure I mean 
your arms (ſconces), and not a finger is. broke off. They will 
certainly ſtmke every one's eyes, but they will ſtill more ſtrike 
my heart. The delicate hand of the artiſt is what I ſhall conſider 
Leaſt 
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jai reques de vous par differens canaux ; C'eſt. une dette que je ne 
pourrai jamais payer en efpeces de meme valeur, et je pretends ſeule- 
ment m'en acquitter par mon obeifſance a vos ordres. 

Il faut convenir que le theatre Francois lemporte en tout genre 
ſur tous les autres, et meme ſur les anciens, avec tout le reſpect 
que je leur dos. 

Je ſuis charme des honneurs, dont monſieur de Richelieu eſt 
comble ; il les mérite, ou bien les auroit merites a Genes, s Sil elit 
ete queſtion de la defendre, mais, graces a nos bons allies les 
Auſtroſardes, cette ville n'a pas ſeulement ete affiegee. Il eſt vrai 
qu'il y avoit une ſoi-diſante armee devant la ville, mais pas plus 
nombreuſe que la garniſon meme, et manquant abſolument de tout 
ce qui etoit neceflaire pour faire un ſiege. Voila comme nous 
avons ete ſoutenus par tout de nos allics; trente mille Autrichiens 
en ont repreſente ſoixante, qui devoient ſe trouver en Flandres, 
et que nous payions comme complets. Heureuſement la paix a 
mis fin a tous ces abus, et il eſt inutile de regarder en arrière. 

Je nai pas encore les bras, pour leſquels je m'impatiente ſi fort, 
mais ils ſont arrives, et je les attends a tous momens ; c'eſt tout ce 
qui manque à preſent a mon boudoir, qui d'ailleurs eſt fini, et 
charmant ; j'y entre a Noel. 

Adieu, madame, pour cette fois; ma lettre ſe reſſent de ma tete, 
et je vous aſſure que ma tète ſe reſſent deja de ma lettre. 


— . © 


L ET T RE XxXxXbl. 
ALA MEME : 
A Londres, ce 26 Dec. V. S. 1748. 
LS ſont arrives ſains et ſaufs, madame, je les ai, jen ſuis charme; 
le golit en eſt parfait; vous jugez bien qu'il eſt queſtion de 
vos bras, dont il n'y a pas un doit de caſſc. Ils flatteront ſurement 


les yeux de tout le monde, mais à moi, ils me flatteront encore plus 


le coeur, La main delicate de Touvrier ſera ce que Jenviſagerai le 
0 2 moins 


100 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


leaſt ; the remembrance and the friendſhip of the giver will give 
them the true value. But they have brought me into ſome dilem- 
ma, which you, madam, muſt help me out of, by your advice, 
I would fain make uſe of them, and at the ſame time I am afraid 
of uſing them. I am as proud of them as of a handſome miſtreſs, 
and as jealous. If I don't ſhew them, my vanity will ſuffer ; if 1 
do, who knows what may be the conſequence ? They are brittle, 
other people will handle them, and perhaps break them; at leaſt 
I ſhall tremble for them in my abſence. Decide then what I am 
to do. They fit the ſides of the chimney as if they were made on 
purpoſe. I have put them up, and taken them down again, fo 
that the matter remains undecided, and 1 do not, like moſt Props, 
aſk advice when my reſolution is taken. 

The ſickneſs and then the death of a beloved brother, whom 1 
tenderly loved *, added to my own indiſpoſition, which ſtill hangs 
about me, have ut me behind hand with you in point of letters; 
but who is there that is not ſo in all reſpects ? I have that 
in common with every body elſe, but don't imagine it is the 
caſe with the ſentiments of my heart ; that 1s the only point I ſhall 
diſpute with all your humble ſervants. 

P. S. The compliments of the ſeaſon are taken for 8 

and indeed I think that is better than to repeat what has been 
ſaid theſe fix thouſand years. 


Lr T-E' Xxx. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 26, O. S. 1749. 


A refpect your deciſions, madam, infinitely more than thoſe of 

the popes and councils, not excepting general councils; your 
{ſconces are diſplayed in my Soudoir, where they have the effect 
you may well imagine. To conceal nothing from you, two. other 


* The honorable John Stanhope, one of the lords of the adiniralty, who died towards tlie 
end of that year, 
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moins; mais ce ſera le ſouvenir et Pamitie de la perſonne, qui me les 


a envoyes, qui leur donneront leur veritable prix. Ils nont jettè 
pourtant dans un certain embarras, tirez m'en, madame, Par vos con- 
ſeils; Ceſt que je voudrois bien m'en ſervir, et en meme tems je 
crains de nven ſervir. Pen ſuis glorieux comme d'une belle ma- 
treſſe; mais Jen ſuis auſſi jaloux; fi je ne les produis point, ma 
vanite en ſouffrira, et ſi je les produis, que ſait-on? Ils ſont fra- 
giles, d'autres les toucheront, les cafferont peut- Etre, du moins je 
craindrai furieuſement pour eux dans mon abſence. Decidez donc 
ce que je dois faire. Ils vont aux deux cotes de la cheminee de mon 
boudoir, comme ils étoient faits expres, je les ai mis, et je les ai 
otés, de ſorte que Vaffaire eſt encore dans fon entier, et je ne de- 
mande pas votre conſeil comme on le demande ordinairement, après. 
avoir pris ſon parti. 

&- La maladie, et enſuite la mort, d'un frere que Jaimois tendre-- 


ment; joints a ma propre indiſpoſition, dont je ne ſuis pas encore 


tout-a-fait quitte, m'ont mis en arriere avec vous en fait de lettres, 
mais auſſi, qui ne Veſt pas vis-a-vis de vous en fait de tout? En 
cela mon ſort eſt commun, mais ne croyez pas pour cela que mes 


ſentimens le ſoient auſſi; au contraire, Ceſt le ſeul point que je 


diſputerai avec tous vos ſerviteurs. 
P. S. Les complimens de la nouvelle année ſont ſous-entendus; 
auſſi je crois quill vaut mieux les ſous-entendre que de dire 
ce qui geſt dit depuis ſix mille ans. 


L.E T T RE XXXII. 


A LA MEME.. 


A Londres, ce 26 Power V. 8. 1749. 


08 MME je reſpecte vos decifions, madame, infiniment plus 
que celles des papes et des conciles, fuſſent- ils meme cccume- 
niques, vos bras ſont arbores. dans mon boudoir, et y font Veffet 
que vous pouvez bien croire ; mais, a ne vous rien. cacher, deux 
2 autres: 


A 
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motives have contributed to determine me; the one, that the 
queſtions I ſhall be aſked about them will give me daily oppor- 
tunities of talking of you; the other, that my vanity will be ſoothed, 
by ſaying they are a preſent from you. Do you think vanity has 
no ſhare in the moſt refined ſentiments of friendſhip, or even of 
love? At leaſt, I confeſs, I am not proof againit the vanity that ariſes 
from the:tokens of your friendſhip, and it is well for you that it goes 
no further than friendſhip; for I proteſt I would not anſwer for my 
diicretian if it were any thing more. We never impute the par- 
tiality of ſome people but to our own merit; and it is partly on that 
principle that I ſet up your ſconces as a trophy of mine. 

I have attentively read the piece* you were ſo kind as to ſend 
me, and the more as it ſeems to have met with your approbation, 
You command me to give you my opinion about it. If I could obey 
you reluctantly, it would be on this occaſion, in which I ſee my 
opinion differs from yours. I own freely, madam, the piece has 
not anſwered my expectation, nor the idea I had conceived of it, 
both from the author, and from the time he has beſtowed upon it. 
I agree that there are ſome fine verſes, ſome brilliant ſtrokes, ſome- 
thing of the ſublime, and that the character of Catiline is well 


drawn; but then, the conduct of the plot diſpleaſes me. When 


a tragedy is founded on a ſtory that is but little known, or that is 
doubtful, for inſtance, of the Great Mogul, of a Sultan, of Oſmyn, 
a poet may be allowed to ſuit it to his own conveniency, and. as the 
true ſtory is not known, the poet becomes in ſome meaſure the 
hiſtorian: but to ſtrain ſuch a well-known and authenticated ſtory 
as that of Catiline, and perhaps the onlv piece of antient hiſtory, 
in which all the ſeveral authors agree, to ſtrain it, I ſay, to the degree 
that Crebillon does, 1s indeed abuſing the privilege of the theatre. 
Tullia was in leading ftrings when Catiline was killed, and Catiline 
would not kill himſelf to preſerve Crebillon's unity of time and 

| = place, 


* The tragedy of Catiline, written by old Mr. Crebillon. He kept it many years by him before 
e publiſhed it, and the wits at Paris ſaid it would be a tragedy of ſeven acts. Voltaire compoſed 
tus Reme ſauute (Rome preſerved) in oppoſition to it, and his piece met with a better reception 

PErnape 
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autres motifs ont contribute à m'y déterminer; le premier, que 
les queſtions qu'on me fera a leur ſujet me donneront tous les 


jours occaſion de parler de vous; Pautre, que ma vanite trouvera 


ſon compte à dire que je les tiens de vous: Croyez-vous que la 
vanite n'entre pour rien dans les ſentimens les plus delicats de Va- 
mitie, et meme de Pamour ? Au moins je vous avoue que je ne tiens 
pas contre la vanite qui me refulte des marques de votre amitie, et 
bien vous en prend meme, qu'il weſt queſtion que de l'amitiè, car 


ma foi je ne repondrois pas de ma diſcretion, s'il Etoit queſtion de 


quelque choſe de plus. Nous ne mettons jamais les preferences 
marqueces, de la part de certaines gens, que ſur le compte de notre 
propre mérite; et Ceſt en partie ſur ce principe que j<rige vos bras 
comme les. trophees du mien. | 

Fai lù avec attention la piece * que vous avez eu la bonte de nven-- 
voyer, et ꝙ aut agt plus quelle paroit avoir votre approbation. Vous 
mordonnez de vous en dire mon ſentiment ; fi je pouvois vous 
obeir a regret, ce ſeroit dans cette occaſion, dans laquelle je vois 
que mon ſentiment eſt different du v6tre. Je vous avouerai donc 
naturellement, madame, que la piece na pas repondu . a mon at- 
tente, ni a Videe que je men etois formee, tant par rapport à 
Vauteur, que par rapport au tems qu'il y a travaille. Je conviens 
qu'il y a de beaux vers, des endroits brillans, du ſublime, et que 
le caractère de Catilina eſt acheve ; mais apres cela, la conduite - 
de la piece me choque. Quand une tragedie eſt faite ſur une 
hiſtoire, on peu connue on douteuſe, comme quand il eſt queſtion. 
d'un grand Mogol, d'un Sultan, d'un Soliman, d'un Oroſmane, il 
eſt tres-permis a un poete de Paccommoder a ſes beſoins, et la verita- - 
ble hiſtoire étant ignoree, le poete devient en quelque fagon Thiſto- 
rien: mais de violenter, au point que fait monſieur Crebillon,., 
une hiſtoire ſi connue, ſi conſtatee, que celle de Catilina, et peut- 
etre la ſeule hiftoire ancienne ſur laquelle tous les differens auteurs 
ſont accord, Ceſt en verite abuſer des droits du cothurne. Tullie 
ctoit a la bavette quand Catilina fut tue, et Catilina n'eut garde de 


fe tuer lui-meme, pour ſatisfaire à Vunite du tems et du lieu de 


perhaps partly from prepoſſeſſion in favour of a younger author. He likewiſe wrote his Semira- 
l. oppoſition to that of Crebillon, and Oreſtes to beat down his Ele & ra; but not with the ſame 
ucceis. | 
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place, but choſe firſt to try the fate of a battle, where he was cut to 
pieces at the head of his army. If, for inſtance, he had given you - 
a tragedy of monſieur de Cinq Mars *, in which, for the conveniency 
of the poet, the poor man had killed himſelf, inſtead of dying as he 
did on a ſcaffold; in which he would have been beloved, betrayed, 
and informed againſt by madame de Combalet, and in which cardinal 
Richelieu ſhould only have been brought in to declare that he was ſad- 
ly frightened, and did not know what in the world to do, what would 
you 1ay, madam? Would you forgive the poet ſuch a treſpaſs 
upon hiſtorical truth? I beheve you would not; and yet the ſtory 
of monſieur de Cinq Mars is not more generally known, nor more 
fully authenticated, than that of Catiline. I had almoſt ſaid that it 
was hardly more recent, becauſe the books we have conſtantly in our 
hands inceſſantly recal the latter. Tully, it muſt be confeſſed, was 
naturally irreſolute and timid, but, unfortunately for the poet, the 
only inſtance in which he ſhone, and in which he ſhewed true firm- 
neſs and reſolution, is juſt that in which he makes him a milkſop; 
and the conſul, who is admired in hiſtory, only excites our contempt 
in the piece. Cato is brought in only to abuſe the Romans, for all 
he does ſignifies nothing. I could equally have diſpenſed with the 
| | \ . preſence of his excellency Sunno, the ambaſſador, who only appears 
to give the French the pleaſure of knowing, in our days, that the 
Gauls were the beſt kind of people in the world ſeventeen hundred 
years ago. I cannot make out the character of Tullia; is ſhe really 
in love with Catiline ? or does ſhe only make him believe ſo, the 
better to diſcover his intentions, and to ſave her country? That is not 
made plain enough. If ſhe truly loves Catiline, and at the ſame time 
her country and her papa, torn by ſuch oppoſite and yet ſuch ſtrong 
ſentiments, her ſituation ſhould be ſo violent, that every one ſhould 
intereſt himſelf in it; but truly I am very eaſy about it, and I let her 
go on as ſhe will. As for the character of Catiline, it is fine, great, 
and well ſupported to the end, and you love him in ſpite of his 
crimes. But give me leave to add, that I think that very circum- 


* He was tried» condemned and beheaded with de Thou, the ſon to the famous hiſtorian, on 


account of a plot, not againſt the ſtate, or the king, Lewis XIII; but to free both from the tyranny 
of cardinal de Richelicu, | 


{tance . * 
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monſieur de Crebillon, mais voulut Eprouver premièrement le ſort 
Tune bataille, ou il fut criblè de coups à la tète de ſon armee. Si, 
par exemple, on vous elit donne une tragedie de monſieur de Cinq 
Mars *, dans laquelle, pour la commodite du poete, cet infortune ſe 
ſeroit tue lui-meme, au lieu de mourir, comme il le fit, ſur Vechaf- 
faut; ou il auroit ete aime, trahi, et denonce par madame de Com- 


balet, et ou le cardinal de Richelieu n'auroit paru fur la ſcène que 


pour declarer qu'il avoit une peur horrible, et qu'il ne ſavoit au 
monde que faire, qu'en diriez-vous, madame? et pardonneriez-vous 
au poete un tel outrage fait a la verite hiſtorique ? Je ne le crois 
pas; et pourtant Ihiſtoire de monſieur de Cinq Mars n'eſt pas plus 
generalement connue, ni mieux conſtatèe que celle de Catilina. 
Fallois meme dire qu'a peine etoit-elle plus recente, puiſque les 
livres qu'on a preſque toujours a la main la renouvellent inceflam- 
ment. Ciceron, il faut Vavouer, Etoit naturellement irreſolu et ti- 
mide, mais, malheureuſement pour le poete, la ſeule occaſion ou il 
brilla, et ou il temoigna veritablement de la fermete et du courage, 
eſt juſtement celle ou il en fait un linge mouille; et le conſul, qu'on 
admire dans Vhiſtoire, fait ſeulement pitiè dans la piece. Caton paroit 
ſur la ſcene, uniquement pour gronder et dire pis que pendre des 
Romains, car tout ce qu'il fait ne mene a rien dans la piece. Je 
me ſerois paſſe auſſi volontiers de la preſence de ſon excellence 
monſieur l'ambaſſadeur Sunnon, qui ne ſe produit que pour don- 
ner aux Francois daujourd'hui le plaiſir de ſavoir que les Gaulois, 
il y a dix-ſept cens ans, étoient bien les meilleures gens du monde, 
Je ne puis pas demeler le caractere de Tullie ; aime-t-elle verita» 
blement Catilina? ou en fait-elle ſeulement ſemblant, pour mieux 


'decouvrir ſes deſſeins, et ſauver la patrie? Cela weſt pas aflez mar- 


qué. Si elle aime veritablement Catilina, et en meme tems ſa pa- 
trie, et ſon papa, dechiree par des ſentimens fi oppoſes, et pour- 
tant ſi forts, ſa ſituation devroit Etre ſi violente que tout le monde 
y prendroit intcret, au lieu que pour moi, franchement je ne m'en 
inquiette point, et je la laiſſe faire. Pour le caractère de Catilina, 
il eft beau, grand et ſoutenu juſqu'à la fin, et on Taime en depit 
de ſes crimes : mais permettez-moi auſſi ajouter, que je fais de 
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ſtance is a fault in the poet, who ought not to have made choice of a 
ſubject ſo oppoſite to the true end of tragedy, which is, to make 
vice appear odious and not amiable. One of our beſt Engliſh poets 
charges Milton, and not unjuſtly, with having, in fact, made the 
devil the hero of his poem, as throughout he is dextrous, intrepid, 


even amiable, and at laſt attains his end, which was to damn man- 


kind. A poet ſhould never make choice of ſubjects that muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be attended with ſuch conſequences. 

Thus,. madam, I have ventured to ſend you my little criticiſm. 
beg, that theſe crude obſervations may be kept to yourſelf; 
if they are juſt ones, I would not have them known, for the 
ſake of Mr. Crebillon, whoſe genius and character I reſpect; and if 
they are falſe, which is moſt likely, fince they do not coincide. with 
your opinion, I would not have them known, for the ſake of your 
humble ſervant, who does by no means ſet up for a critic, and had 
much rather find beauties than pick out blemiſhes. 

A propos of tragedies, Denys the Tyrant, by Mr. de Marmontel *, 
who, I am told, is not three and twenty, pronmies a great tragic poet; 
at leaſt his firſt trial appears to me almoſt a maſterly performance. 
Do pray, madam, ſend me the tranſlation of the Anti-Lucretius; be it 
ever ſo indifferent, it will ſtill have ſome merit, if it does but pre- 
ſerve a little of the ſenſe of the original. 


ir 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 12, O. S. 1749. 


Have received, madam, the tranſlation of the Anti-Lucretius t, 
which you have been fo good/as to ſend me. The abbe de la 
Ville, with his uſual politeneſs, has accompanied it with a very 
obliging 

* Several theatrical and poetical pieces, and ſome very intereſting moral tales have ſince ap- 


pea ared under his name, and fully confirmed lord Cheſtertield's good opinion of this author. His 
lifarius, in. eed, was condemned both by the French clergy and the French parliament j but 
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cela meme un crime au poete, qui mauroit pas di choiſir un ſujet 
ſi oppoſe au veritable but de la tragedie, qui eſt de rendre le crime 
haiffable, et non pas aimable. Un de nos meilleurs poetes Anglois 
reproche, et pas ſans raiſon, a Milton, que le diable eſt en effet le 
heros de ſon poeme, puiſqu'il eſt par-tout habile, intrepide, meme 
aimable, et qu'il vient a bout de fon deſſein, qui &toit de damner le 
genre humain. Il ne faut pas choiſir des ſujets qui entrainent ne- 
ceſſairement de telles ſuites. Voila, madame, ma petite critique. 
Au reſte, je vous en prie, gardez pour vous ſeule ces idees ha- 
zardees. Si elles ſont juſtes, je ne voudrois pas qu'elles fuſſent 
connues, pour Famour de monfieur de Crebillon, dont je reſpecte 
le genie et le caractere; et ſi elles ſont fauſſes, ce qui me paroit le 
plus vraiſemblable, puiſqu'elles ne font pas conformes aux votres, 
je ne voudrois point qu'elles fuſſent ſues pour Pamour de votre 
tres-humble ſerviteur, qui ne Yerige nullement en critique, et qui 
aime bien mieux trouver des beautes que chercher des defants.. | 
A propos de tragedies, Denys le Tyran, par monſieur de Mars 
montel*, qu'on m'aſſure n'avoir pas encore vingt-trois ans, annonce 
un grand poete tragique ; du moins ſon coup deffai me paroit 
preſque un coup de maitre. Envoyez-moi, je vous en prie, madame, 
la traduction de TAnti-Lucrece ; quelque mediocre qu'elle ſoit, elle 
aura toujours du merite, fi elle conſerve ſeulement un peu du 
ſens de Voriginal. ME IDES... 


_ » _— 
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AL AME ME. 
A Londres, ce 12 Mars, V. S. 1749. 


* requ, madame, la traduction de VAnti-Lucrece + que vous 
avez eu la bonte de menvoyer. Monſieur Tabbè de la Ville, 
avec ſa politeſſe ordinaire, Va accompagnee d'une lettre tres-obligeante, 


it was ſo for the very reaſon, which ought to have ſecured it the protection of the lovers of the civil 
and rel12ious rights of mankind. 

2 By the late Mr. 66 then ſecretary of the academy of inſcriptions and belles lettres 
at Paris, 
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obliging letter, We were at once friends and enemies at the Hague, 


and. it was not our fault if we had not a peace four years ago. I am 


flattered to find he remembers me, for I eſteem him much. I 


think the tranſlation a very good one; the beauties of the original 


are as well kept up as proſe will admit of; but a fine poem cannot 
but ſuffer conſiderably by a tranſlation, even in verſe. I cannot 


help lamenting, that one of the fineſt parts of the original, which 
in my opinion is the ſixth book, ſhould be founded upon 1o falſe 
and pitiful a ſyſtem of philoſophy as the auzomata of Deſcartes, 
who certainly did not believe it himſelf. 

Will the marquis de Mirepoix come here, . or has he been diſguſt- 
ed at certain incidents which I think rather improper ? I have not 
the honor of being perſonally acquainted with him, but what I hear 
of him from every body makes me wiſh he may come. His lady 


is a very amiable woman; I had the honor of being acquainted 
with her at Paris. I ſhall be very happy if I can be of any ſervice 


to them here, and will do my beſt to execute any commiſſion they 
may intruſt me with. Do me the favour, madam, if you can, to 
procure me the office of their agent. 

I will do my utmoſt to obtain of lord Crawford what your brother 
in law aſks for, but I muſt tell you I much queſtion whether I ſhall 
ſucceed, for I aſked the ſame thing ſome time ago of another of our 
officers, who gave me a flat denial, telling me he did not know 
whether he had a right to do it, or whether he might not himſelf, 
ſome time or other, publiſh memoirs of the late war. In ſhort, 
the Engliſh are not naturally communicative. 

I am at preſent in a fituation that is ridiculouſly diſtrefft ng. I 
am to go into my new houſe in two days, and it is not yet half 
furniſhed, though my old one is quite unfurniſhed. I live upon 
the alms of my friends; and for want of a table, I write this letter 
upon a book in my lap. I muſt put an end to it for your fake, but 
not to relieve myſelf from an uneaſy poſture, which I am not. 
ſenſible of when I am: converſing with you. 


LETTER 
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Nous <tions à la fois amis et ennemis à la Haye, et il n'a pas tenu 
à nous que la paix ne ſe ſoit faite il y a quatre ans; ſon ſouvenir 
m'a flatte, car je Veſtime beaucoup. Je trouve la traduction tres- 
bonne; les beautcs de Foriginal y ſont auſſi bien rendues que la proſe 
le permet; mais un beau poeme perd neceſſairement beaucoup a 
etre traduit, meme en vers. Je ne puis pas m'empecher de re- 
gretter, qu 'un des plus beaux morceaux de Toriginal, qui ſelon 
moi eſt le ſixieme livre, tienne a une philoſophie ſi fauſſe et fi 
pitoyable que celles des automates de monſieur Deſcartes, qui cer- 
tainement ne Va pas crue lui-meme. 

Monſieur de Mirepoix viendra-t- il ici, ou ſe ſera-t- il rebutte de 
certains incidens aſſez deplacts à mon avis? je wai pas Thonneur 
de le connoitre perſonnellement, mais ce que tout le monde dit 
de lui me fait ſouhaiter qu'il vienne. Madame de Mirepoix eſt bien 
aimable ; j'ai eu honneur de la connoitre a Paris; fi je pouvois leur 
etre bon a quelque choſe ici, jen ſerois charme, et je nvacquite- 
rois de mon mieux des commiſſions dont ils voudroient bien me 
charger. Ayez la bonte, madame, de me procurer, fi vous le 
pouvez, Temploi de leur commiſſionnaire. 

Je ferai tous mes efforts pour obtenir de mylord Crawford, ce 
que ſouhaite monſieur votre beau-frere ; mais j'avoue que je doute 
un peu ſi je rèuſſirai, car j'ai derrianids la meme choſe il y a quel- 
que tems à un autre de nos officiers, qui me Ta refuſe tout net; 
diſant qu'il ne ſavoit pas Sil etoit en droit de le faire, et qu'il pourroit 
peut- tre lui- meme donner quelque jour des mEmoires de la derniere. 
guerre: enfin, PAnglois weſt pas naturellement communicatif. 

Je ſuis a preſent dans une ſituation ridiculement violente; Jen- 


tre en deux jours dans ma nouvelle maiſon, qui n'eſt pas encore 


a demi meublee, quoique celle ou je ſuis foit tout-a-fait dEmeublee. 
Je ne vis que des aum6nes de mes amis, et j'ecris cette lettre, 
faute de table, fur un livre ſur mes genoux. Je la finis pourtant 


pour amour de vous, mais ce weſt pas pour me tirer d'une atti- 


tude genante, A laquelle on ne penſe pas quand on SYentretient avec 
vous. . F 


KET TRE. 


£20 LORD CUHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS. 
CETTES IY, 
TO THE SAME, 


London, May 1, O. S. 1749. 

Have actually, madam, three letters of yours under my eye, and 

not one have I anſwered. You may well imagine I bluſh, and 

ſo I do; but at the ſame time you muſt ſuppoſe I had ſubſtantial 

reaſons for it, and ſo I had. I ſhall not enter into a detail of thoſe 
reaſons, becauſe I chule to tire you as little as poſſible. : 

Now to come to the point, that is, the orders you have ſent me, 

which I take a pride and a real pleaſure in obeying. Firſt then, I 

have hired for madame de Mirepoix the little box, for I can hardly 

call it a houſe, which the Venetian ambaſſador had laſt year, a mile 


out of town. The payment begins next week, at three guineas a 


week. The landlord would wait no longer, as this is the ſeaſon, 
when thoſe ſmall houſes commonly lett for the ſummer half year. 
The lady muſt not expect large rooms, elegant furniture, ſophas 
or eaſy chairs, that is not the ſtyle of our little country 9 
they are neat and clean, and that is all. 

As to poor Adolphati, 1 will tell you very frankly, I could as ſoon 
get off fifty thouſand of his zr/os as fifty. We are tired, ſurfeited, 


glutted with muſic, and quite diſguſted at the numberleſs ſubſcrip- 


tions we are peſtered with, for cantatas, ſonatas, and a thouſand 
other things, in favour of very able compoſers, who have been 
ſettled here ſome time, and have made ſome friends, whereas our 
Adolphati is quite unknown, both here and in Italy. Between 
friends, thoſe who have heard his muſic here, have not been pleaſed 
with it. I have invited ſome good judges of muſic to hear him 
at my houſe, where he played ſome of his pieces, which they 


found very tireſome. I am heartily ſorry it is not in my power 


to oblige him, becauſe he ſeems to be a good creature, and ſtil] 
more becauſe you intereſt yourſelf for him: but indeed it is impoſ- 
ſible, and I am perſuaded the dutcheſs of Richmond will ſay the 
ſame. | 


The 
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LE TTR E XXXV. 


nr. | 
Ae e 1 Mai, V. 8. 1749. 


Jar ah devant mes yeux, madame, trois de. vos lettres, 
dont je mai pas encore accuſe une ſeule. Vous jugez bien que 
| Jen rougis, cela eſt vrai ; mais vous jugez bien en meme tems que 
javois des raiſons valables. Cela eft bien vrai auſſi; mais je ne 
vous les detaillerai point, Pour ne vous ennuyer que le moins — me 
ſera poſſible. 

Venons 4 preſent au fait, Geſt-à- dire, aux ordres dont vous wa- 
vez charge, auxquels je me fais gloire, et un veritable plaiſir, o- 
beir. Pai arrete donc, pour madame de Mirepoix, la maiſonnette, 
plùtòt que la maiſon, quia eu monſieur L ambaſſadeur de Veniſe Van- 
nee paſſèe, a un mille dici. Le payement en commencera la ſe- 
maine prochaine, qui eſt de trois guinees par ſemaine. Le proprié- 


os yo Maas hs 


a taire n'a pas voulu attendre plus long-tems, vu que Ceſt a preſent 
, la ſaiſon que ces petites maiſons ſe louent ordinairement pour les 
$ fix mois dete. Au reſte, que madame de Mirepoix ne $'attende pas 
: a des chambres ſpacieuſes, bien meublees, a des ſophas, et à des 

chaiſes commodes ; tout cela weſt pas le ton de nos petites maiſons 
1 mais pour la ſimple proprete, elle y eſt, et voila tout. 
2 Quant au pauvre Adolphati, je vous dirai très maturellement, que 
- je pourrois tout auſſitòt debiter cinquante mille de ſes 77705 que cin- 
d quante : on eft excede, accable, aſſommè ici de muſfique; on eſt tout- 
n a- fait rebute du grand nombre de ſouſcriptions qu'on ſollicite pour 
r des cantates, des ſonates, et tout ce qu'il vous plaira, en faveur 
n de compoſiteurs tres-habiles, etablis 1 ici depuis quelque tems, et qui 
d S'y ſont fait meme quelques amis, au lieu que notre Adolphati eſt 
n abſolument inconnu ici, et en Italie. Entre nous ſoit dit, ceux 
y qui ont entendu fa muſique ici ne Pont nullement 'gotitee. Jai prié 
r quelques bons connoifleurs pour l'entendre chez moi, ou il a joue 
I" de ſes compoſitions, qu'on a trouvees bien ennuyeuſes. Je ſuis bien 
. fache de ne pouvoir pas lui faire plaiſir a cet egard, parcequ'il me 
e paroit bon enfant, et encore plus parceque vous vous y intereflez, mais 

| en verite la choſe eſt impoſſible, et je ſuis perſuade que madame 

0 de Richmond vous en dira autant. 


a | Monſieur 
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The marquis de Centurioni and I have been all this while en- 


deavouring to meet, but we always miſs of each other. I am im- 
patient to ſee him, independent of all the merit he may be poſſeſſed 


of, becauſe he comes from you, becauſe he knows you, and conſe- 
quently honours you, and becauſe he will talk of you. 


L ET T E R XXXVI. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, June 13, O. S. 1749. 


PON my word, madam, the chiding ſtrain becomes you vaſtly, 
| and you ſeaſon it ſo as to make it palatable. Such upbraidings 
are inconſiſtent with indifference, and may be received with pleaſure, 
by one who 1s conſcious they are undeſerved; and this 1s the cafe 
with me. I! go to Aix-la-Chapelle without paying my court to you 
at Paris, either going or coming; this is indeed a ſuſpicion as inju- 
rious to my taſte, as to my ſentiments. I might poſſibly take the 
pretence of going to Aix-la-Chapelle, to ſatisfy my longing for 
going to Paris, but it would be far from being my only or my true 
inducement to croſs the ſea, No, madam, if I go on pilgrimage, it 
Mall be to pay my devotions in * * * ſtreet, or at Bagatelle, and 
there to renew my vows of reſpectful and fincere friendſhip; but 
for this year, I cannot poſſibly ſtir out of England. A tender en- 
gagement, and a great deal of ſerious buſineſs, keeps me here. The 


(4 


tender engagement is that of my new houſe, which I have not yet 


thoroughly enjoyed, and that is no ſmall item in love matters. She 
denies me her laſt favours, till I have completely decked her out, 
which will not be till towards winter; for my two fineſt rooms are 
not near finiſhed. My neceſſary engagements are family affairs“, 
where, . conſequently, law buſineſs comes in for ſomething, and 
delays for a great deal. 

Your marquis de Centurioni is really a man of -ſenſe, and ſome 
kearning, but if he had neither, your recommendation alone would 


On account of his brother's death. 
4 ſupply 


/ 
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monſieur le marquis de Centurioni et moi, nous nous ſommes 
cherches inutilement Fun autre juſqu'ici, nous croiſant toujours. Je 
m'impatiente de le voir, independemment de tout le mcrite qu'il 
peut avoir, parcequ'il me vient de vous, qu'il vous connoit, par con- 
ſequent qu'il vous honore, et qu'il me parlera beaucoup de vous. 


— 3 


LETT RE  XXXVL. 


A LA MIME. 


A Londres, ce 13 Juin, V. S. 1749. 


'$ ES T que le ton grondeur vous va au mieux, madame, et vous 

Pappretez d'une fagon que vous lui donnez un gotit flatteur. 
De tels reproches donnent Vexcluſion a Vindifference, et on eſt 
charme de les recevoir, quand on eſt bien ſtr de ne les avoir pas 
merites ; et je ſuis dans ce cas. Moi! aller a Aix-la-Chapelle ſans 
vous faire ma cour a Paris, ou en allant, ou en revenant ; Ceſt en 
verite un ſoupgon auſſi injurieux a mon gout qua mes ſentimens. 
Je pourrois peut- etre me ſervir du pretexte d'aller à Aix la Chapelle, 
pour ſatisfaire a mon envie aller a Paris, mais je mai garde d'en 
faire ou unique, ou le veritable objet d'un trajet de mer. Non, 


dans la rue de * * * ou a Bagatelle, et y renouveller les voeux 
Tune amitiè reſpectueuſe et ſincere ; mais pour cette annee, il nveſt 
impoſſible de ſortir "Angleterre. Un engagement tendre, et plu- 
ſieurs affaires ſerieuſes m'y retiennent; Vengagement tendre eſt 


celui de ma nouvelle maiſon, dont je rai pas tout-a-fait jou 


encore, et Ceſt un grand item en fait de tendreſſe. Elle me refuſe 
ſes dernieres faveurs, juſqu'a-ce que je Vaye entierement nipèe; 
ce qui ne ſera fait que vers Thiver, car mes deux plus belles picces 


pour quelque choſe, et les delais pour beaucoup. 


Pacquis, mais quand meme il men auroit point eu, votre recom- 
ö Q mandation 


madame, fi je fais un pelerinage, ce ſera pour faire mes devotions- 


LE . . . 
ne ſont rien moins que finies. Mes engagemens necefſaires font 
des arrangemens de famille *, ou par conſequent la chicane entre 


Votre marquis de Centurioni a reellement de Veſprit, et de 


* 
— 
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ſupply the want of both with me. You will ſee him ſoon, for he 
ſets out this week. The only fault I find in him is, that he will 
abſolutely be a Frenchman, and a fine gentleman; and that is not 
in every one's power. A French petit maitre is graceful with all 
his faults, and pleaſing in ſpite of reaſon, which certainly does not 
authoriſe his behaviour. But that ſparkling giddineſs, that charm- 
ing petulance, are quite out of character, when an Italian, a Ger- 
man, or an Engliſhman, attempts to put it on®. Nothing is pleaſing 
but the original, all tranſlations are wretched. A propos of tranſ- 


| lations, I am actually trying to get your future pupil, your adopted 


child, tranſlated into Italian. He is now in Italy, and is to ſpend 
his winter at Rome. I have a favour to beg of you, which is, that 
you would be ſo kind as to recommend him to the duke de Niver- 
nois, your ambaſlador. I ſhall do myſelt the honor to write to him 
myſelf, as a mark of the reſpect and eſteem I owe him; that is but 
a matter of form, but all the real advantage I expect from your re- 
commendation. I conceive that the duke, from his natural polite- 
neſs, would take him home to dinner or ſupper, two or three times 
during his ſtay at Rome, and this 1s all that is to be expected from 
common recommendations, but that would not anſwer my purpoſe. 
1 wiſh the duke would make him his errand-boy, that he would 
conſider him as a little French lad belonging to him, and that he 
ſhould be ſo much at home when in his excellency's anti-chamber, 
that by that circumſtance he might now and then have opportunitics 
of ſtudying the character of a truly genteel man, upon the beſt 
model I ever met with. This felicity cannot fall to his lot but by 
your means, and give me leave to tell you, it is your intereſt to pro- 
cure it for him. The more has. been done towards forming him 
before he is yours, the leſs trouble you will have with him, and a 
few leſſons at the hotel de Nivernois will be ſo much trouble ſaved 


for you. I reckon he will be at Rome towards the middle of 


December, and in a year, or a year and a half after, he will be at 
Paris, where I take it he will ſpend five or ſix hours every day at 
your houſe. I wiſh him no other Paris but that. Poſſibly I may 


* How could lord Cheſterfield expect that his ſon would ſucceed better, eſpecially after he had 
been, according to his own expreſſion, tranf/zted into Italian? He wiſhed to fee him an accom- 
pliſhed Frenclunan, but I am afraid he ſtopt half way. 

M : be 
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mandation ſeule les lui auroit bien valu aupres de moi. Vous le“ 


reverrez bientôt, puiſqu'it part dici cette ſemaine : le ſeul de faut 


que je lui trouve, Ceſt qu'il veut abſolument E&re Francois et petit 
maitre; et ne Veſt pas qui veut. Le petit maitre Francois a des 
graces, avec tous ſes defauts, et il plait en depit de'la raiſon, qui 
ſurement TMautoriſe point ſa conduite; mais cette etourderid 
brillante, cette petulance aimable, ſe trouvent tres deplacees, quand 
un Italien, un Allemand, ou un Anglois veut s'en parer *: il n'y 
a que Toriginal qui plait, toutes les traductions en ſont pitoyables. 
A propos de traductions, je tache de faire actuellement traduire 
en Italien votre futur eleve, votre enfant adoptif: il eſt en Italie, 
et 1] doit paſſer ſon hiver a Rome. J'ai une grace a vous demander 
ſur ſon ſujet, Ceſt de vouloir bien le recommander a monſieur 
le duc de Nivernois votre ambaſſadeur; j'aurai Phonneur de lui 
Ecrire. moi-mème, pour ſatis faire au reſpect et a feſtime que je 
lui dois: cela n'eſt que pour les formes; mais Ceſt de votre re- 
commandation que jattends tout le ſolide. Je concois bien que 
monſieur de Nivernols, par la politeſſe qui lui eſt fi naturelle, le 
prendroit a diner ou a ſouper deux ou trois fois pendant ſon {cjour à 
Rome, et voila ou finiſſent les recommandations ordinaires, mais 
ce weſt pas 1a mon fait : et je ſouhaiterois que monſieur de Nivernois 
en fit ſon galopin, qu'il le regardat comme un petit Francois de 
{a ſuite, et qu'il fut ſi domeſtique dans ſon antichambre, qu'il evt, 
moyennant cela, de tems en tems des occaſions d'ctwhier le carac- 
tere dhonntte homme, ſur le meilleur modèle que je conndiſſe. 
Ce bonheur ne peut lui arriver que par votre moyen, et permettez 


moi de vous dire que vous ©ctcs intereſſee a le lui procurer. Plus 


il ſera forme, avant que de vous appartenir en propre, moins il 
vous ſera a charge, et quelques legons a Vhotel de Nivernois vous 
epargneront bien de la peine apres. Je compte qu'il ſera a Rome 
vers le milieu de Decembre, et dans une annce, ou une annee et 
demie apres, il ſera a Paris; ou pour mieux dire, cinq ou fix 
heures du jour chez vous, je ne lui demande pas Cautre Paris 
que cela. Jy ſerai peut-ctre ſon avant-courcur, au moins je le 


22 ſou- 
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be there before him, and that is my only remaining wiſh, Age 
has extinguiſhed .thoſe of love, reaſon and experience thoſe of am- 
bition ; thoſe of friendſhip are ſurely due to you, madam, and I ſend 
them you very heartily. 


_—_— 


— _— 


L ET r 


TO THE SAME. 


Babiole, July 8, O. S. 1749. 


O, madam, you are determined I ſhould believe that you are 

ſeriouſly angry with me; with all my heart, your anger is 
too great a compliment to be refuſed, and my own innocence 
forbids my taking it otherwiſe than it is meant. A fair lady who 
ſhould break an appointment, though ſhe heartily wiſhed to go, 
would be very ſorry if her lover were not angry. He chides, he 
| ſtorms, ſhe juſtifies herſelf, he is appeaſed. She has given proofs 
of her good will, he of his eagerneſs, and they are better friends 
than ever. The caſe 1s the fame in friendſhip as in love, though 
they are very different ſentiments. I will maintain it, we are 
better friends now, than we have ever been, and I am very glad 
you are pleaſed with your long expected filks, which are at laſt 
come to hand. There 1s a degree of expectation that whets deſire, 
but there is another that grows tireſome. 

I can affure you, madam, our ambaſſador is highly pleaſed with . 
all the civilities you have ſhewn him, and has entertained me for 
an hour together with a recital of them. 

To be ſure, my name alone will go farther with the duke de 
Nivernois than all your recommendations! That is very polite on 
your part, but his grace would not be much obliged to you for it; 
however, do as it that were not the caſe, and recommend your 
pupil ſtrongly to him next November. I beg you will, for he will 
be at Rome in the beginning of December. The more he keeps 
company with the duke de Nivernois, the leſs you will be aſhamed 
of him, when he comes to be under your tuition at Paris. He only 
wants manners; for as to reading and learning, he has enough of 
that 


7 
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ſouhaite, et c'eſt le ſeul ſouhait qui me refte. L'age <teint tous 
les ſouhaits de l'amour, la raifon et Vexperience ceux de Vambition ; 
ceux de Pamitie vous ſont. bien dus, madame, et Je vous les addreſſe 
tres veritablement. | 


— 


LETTRE XXXVIL 
A LA MEME, 


A Babiole, ce 8 juillet, v. S. 174 


OUS voulez donc abſolument, madame, que je vous croye 

ſolidement fachee contre moi; je le veux bien, votre colere 
m'eſt trop glorieuſe pour la refuſer, et mon innocence fait que je 
n'y ſuis ſenſible que du bon cotèe. Une belle, qui manqueroit a un 
rendez vous, ou d' ailleurs elle auroit ſouhaite de ſe trouver, ſeroit 
bien fachee fi ſon amant ne l'etoit point. Il gronde, il s emporte, 
elle ſe juſlifie, il Cappaiſe. Elle a prouve ſa bonne volonte, lui ſon 
empreſſement, et ils n'en ſont que mieux apres. Il en eſt de meme 
dans l'amitiè que dans amour, quoique d ailleurs ces ſentimens ne 
ſe reſſemblent gueres. Je ſoutiens que nous ſommes actuellement 
mieux enſemble. que jamais, et je ſuis charme que vous ſoyez con- 
tente des etoffes, qu'à la fin vous avez reques; elles ſe ſont fait 
trop longtems attendre : il y a un point d'attente qui pique, mais il 
y en a un autre qui lafle. A propos du bagage du notre ambaſſa- 
deur, je puis vous aſſurer que Yambaſladeur meme eſt tres ſenſible a 
toutes vos politeſſes, dont il m'a entretenu une heure de ſuite. 

Mon nom ſeul, ſans doute, ſera plus efficace que toutes vos re- 
commandations aupres de monſieur le duc de Nivernois. Cela eſt 
tres-poli de votre part, mais monſieur de Nivernois.ne vous en auroit 
gueres dobligation : en tout cas, faites comme ſi cela n*etoit point, 
et recommandez-lui fortement votre elicve, je vous en ſupplie, au 
mois de Novembre prochain, puiſqu'il ſera a Rome au commence- 
ment de Decembre. Plus il frequentera monſieur de Nivernois, 
moins vous en rougirez quand. il ſera ſous vos ſoins a Paris. II ne 
lui manque que les manieres, car pour la lecture et le ſavoir, il 
en a à revendre.. Au reſte, ne croyez pas que C'eſt ſon arrivee à Pa- 

| ris. 
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chat, and to ſpare. Dort imagine his arrival at Paris will determine 
mine; on the contrary, I would not for the world ſee him, till he 
has been poliſhed at Paris; for if I ſhould find him a German 
or an Italian, and he muſt be a medley of both, I thould take a 
diſlike to him for the remainder of my days. I am not over-fond 
of thoſe two nations, though on very different accounts. 

I am juſt recovering from a violent fever, which had very near 
carried me off. Your kind ſtars, madam, have ſaved me, not 
willing that you ſhould ſo ſoon loſe ſo faithful a ſervant. I beg 
you will procure me the continuance of their influence for ſome time; 
for, if you think proper, I ſhould like to live ten or twelve years 
longer, to ſhew you the better the conſtancy of my friendſhip. I am 
now, for change of air, in x very ſmall houfe I have, about. five ſhort 
miles from London. I would have named it Bagatelle, were it 

not out of reſpect for yours; but I call it Babiole, in token of fub- 
_ ordination, and to leave Bagatelle the preference which is due to it. 
Babiole is ſituated in one of the royal parks, a hundred paces from 
the Thames, where you daily ſee about fifty large merchant ſhips, 
and ſome men of war, paſſing and repaſſing. It has the fineſt 
walks imaginable, and 1s always dry. and the air 1s extremely pure, 
About five hundred years ago, ſome friendly fairy or magician 
might, with eaſe, have wafted Babiole to the bois de Boulogne in 
an inſtant to pay her reſpects to Bagatelle: but now-a-days we don't 
know who to apply to for thoſe kind of frolics. Indeed we are told 
that the age is unworthy, faith is wanting; without putting your 
faith to too hard a trial, you may believe me to be the moſt zealous 
and faithful of your ſervants. 


* oO — * — « 


LETTER XXXxVIIL 


„ 
* 


TO THE SAME. 
| | . Sept. 7, O. 8. 1749. 
Have been wandering about from place to place, for above this 


month, like a Jew, without having any fixed abode. You take my 
I meaning, 
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ris qui decidera de la mienne; au contraire, je ne voudrois pas pour 
choſe au monde le voir, avant quil eat etè bien forme et poli 4 Paris, 
car ſi je le trouvois ou Allemand ou Italien, et il doit naturellement 
etre un compoſe de ces deux, Jen prendrois du degout pour le 
reſte de mes jours: ces deux nations, quoique par des raiſons très- 
differentes, n'ayant pas Vhonneur de me plaire infiniment. 

Je reviens depuis quinze jours Tune fievre chaude, dont j'ai penſe 
ne pas revenir du tout: Ceſt votre étoile, madame, qui m'a ſauvé, 
et qui n'a pas voulu que vous perdiſſiez encore un ſi fidele ſerviteur. 
procurez-moi, je vous en prie, pour quelque tems, la continuation 
de cette influence, car ſi vous le trouvez bon, je voudrois encore 
vivre dix ou douze ans, pour vous mieux prouver la conſtance de 
mon amitié. Je ſuis actuellement, pour me retablir, à une tres 
petite maiſon, que j'ai a cinq petites milles de Londres, et que 
jaurois appelic Bagatelle, fi ce neut étè par reſpect pour la votre; 
mais que j'appelle Babiole, pour en marquer la ſubordination, et 
pour laiſſer a Bagatelle la preference. qui lui eſt due. Babiole eft 
ſituèe dans un des parcs du roi, a cent pas de la Tamiſe, on l'on 
voit tous les jours une cinquantaine de gros vaiſſeaux march ands, 
et quelques vaiſſeaux de guerre, qui vont et qui viennent: les pro- 
menades ſont #es plus belles du monde, iy fait coujours ſec, et 
Pair y eft extremement fin. Il y a cinq cens ans qu'il mauroit preſque 
rien coute à quelque fce ou magicien de nos amis, de tranſporter 
dans un moment Babiole au bois de Bologne, pour faire ſa cour A 
Bagatelle, mais a-preſent on ne fait a qui Saddreſſer pour ces. 
ſortes de choſes 1x; il eſt vrai, comme on dit, que le fiecle n'en 
eſt pas digne, la foi y manque. Au moins, ſans mettre votre foi 
a de grandes Epreuves, vous me croirez bien le plus zele et le plus 
attache de vos ſerviteurs. 


„ 


rn XXIV 


ALA MEM E. 


A Londres, 7 Sept. V. 8. 1749. 


0 T que Fai battu la campagne PILE plus dun mois, comme 


un Juif, ſans awoir de ſéjour fixe. Vous comprenez bien, 
madame,, 
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meaning, madam. Beſides, what could I have anſwered to your 
laſt letter, which almoſt turned my brain? I proteſt I only eſcaped 
it by the help of ſome mortifying reflections, which forced them- 
ſelves upon me in ſpite of ſelf-love, but which I will not impart to 
you. If you are really in an error, that error is too flattering for 
me to undeceive you; and if you only mean to impoſe upon me, 
vou do it ſo prettily, that I will not deprive myſelf of the pleaſure 
of ſecing myſelf, for a moment, in the deceitful glaſs you hold 
up to me. This is our way; a momentary deluſion charms us, 
though we know it to be but a deluſion : reflection ſets us right 
afterwards, but we are again open to the next, or the very ſame 
deluſion, if it comes dreſſed up with thoſe alluring graces with 
which you ſo well know how to ſet it off. In ſhort, it is in this 
as in every thing elſe; we live on in a conſtant courſe of fin and 
repentalice, 

Lord Albemarle has told you rather what I withed to do, than 
what I was able to perform, when he ſaid I ſhould have the honor 
of ſeeing you this year at Paris. The will was not wanting, and 
nothing but neceſſity can ever prevail againſt will; but this ſame 
neceſſity ſtands in the way, a neceſſity which is the more diſagree- 
able, as it ariſes from a multitude of intricate family affairs, which 
I heartily deteſt, and am very unfit for. How do you like our 
ambaſſador ? As for your handſome knight and his charming little 
lady, they do amazingly well here. They keep a noble houſe, 
ſpend a great deal of money, their manners beſpeak their birth 
and their acquaintance with the grand monde; they put up with 
every thing, and ſwear they are delighted with every thing. They 
allow me to ſee them frequently, and I avail myſelf unreaſonably 
of this permiſſion. I ſeek and find there the pleaſures of ſociety, 
which I ſhould ſeek in vain at the houſes of ſome of my own 
countrymen, | | | 8 

1 lately received a letter from little Centurioni. I love him 
dearly, but the giddy-brain has not given me his direction. May 
I beg the favour of you, madam, to ſend him the incloſed? He 
tells me he has brought me into a ſcrape, by informing you of 
my indiſcretion with regard to your ſconces. I confeſs the fact; 

| but 
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madame, ce que cela veut dire; Wailleurs, qu aurdis-je pu repondre 
à votre derniere, qui a penſè tourner ma tte? Je wen ai ma foi 
(chappe que moyennant certaines reflexions aſſez humiliantes, que, 
malgre mon amour propre, Jai fait fur moi-meme, mais que je ai 
garde de vous communiquer. Si vous Ctes reellement dans Ferreur, 
cette erreur nveſt trop flatteuſe pour que je tache de vous en deſa- 
buſer, et fi vous voulez ſeulement men. faire accroire, vous le faites 
avec trop d eſprit, et trop Tagremens, pour que je me prive du plaiſir 
de me voir, pour un moment, dans le miroir trompeur que vous me 
preſentez. Voila comme nous ſommes faits, un moment M\illuſion 
agr able nous charme, toute illuſion que nous la ſachions; la re- 
flexion nous deſabuſe apres, mais elle n'empeche pas que nous ne 
nous pretions avec la meme facilite a une nouvelle, ou ſouvent a la 
meme illuſion, des queelle ſe preſente avec les graces et la ſeduction 
dont vous ſavez bien raccompagner. Enfin il en eſt de Veſprit 
comme de tout le reſte; nous vivons dans une alternative perpctuelle 
de peche et de penitence. 

Mylord Albemarle vous a dit, pliitdt ce que Je nd faire, 
que ce que je pouvois faire, quand il vous a dit que j aurois Thonneur 
de vous voir cette année a Paris. La volonte au moins y etoit, et 
il n'y a que la nèceſſitè qui puiſſe jamais Vemporter ſur la volonte; 
mais cette necefſite ꝰ y eſt trouvee, neceſlite d autant plus deſagreable 
quelle rèſulte d'une infinite de details, et Varrangemens domeſtiques, 
que je deteſte, et auxquels je ne ſuis guères propre. A propos de 
notre ambaſſadeur, en ètes vous contens chez vous? Pour votre beau 
paladin, et votre aimable petite paladine, ils font à merveille ici. 
eſt un grand état, une belle d:penſe, leurs manières marquent bien 


leur naiſſance, et leur uſage du grand monde, ils Saccommodent A 


tout, et jurent quiils ſont charmes de tout; ils me permettent de les 
trequenter, et Jen profite juſquia Pabus. Je cherche, et je trouve 
chez eux, les agremens de la fociete, que je chercherois inutilement 
chez pluſieurs de mes compatriotes. 


Jai requ en dernier lieu une lettre du petit Centurioni, que Jaime 


beaucoup; mais Fetourdi ne m'y a pas donne ſon adreſſe. Oſerois- 


je vous prier, madame, de vouloir bien lui faire tenir Tincluſe? 11 


me dit qu'il m'a fait une tracaſſerie avec vous, en vous decouvrant 


mon indiſcretion au ſujet de vos bras. Je conviens du fait; mais 
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but who would not have done the ſame ? Indifference is commonly 
the parent of diſcretion; ſo that you have every thing to fear on 
my 7 Part, from the oppoſite ſentiment. 


LETTER. XXXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept 28, O. S. 1749. 


1 Am very glad, madam, I did not hear of your daughter's illneſs 

till I Heard of her recovery. I ſhould have ſhared your fears, 
as I now ſhare your joy, and as I ſhall for ever ſhare all your con- 
cerns. I apprehend your blood, and the pains you have taken, 
muſt have produced a daughter worthy of your tendereſt ſolicitude. 
On this occafion, ſhe muſt have experienced it in its full extent and 
delicacy, and it muſt have endeared you to each other, by the danger 
of a ſeparation, which perhaps you had neither of you ever con- 
ſidered in its utmoſt rigor. We never thoroughly know the value 


of a bleſſing, till we are on the point of loſing it. May you, 


madam, long enjoy ſo dear a one as this you have juſt recovered ! 
Nor does the preſervation of her beauty go for nothing with me. 
Whatever your ſententious ſaints and philoſophers may ſay to the 
diſparagement of beauty, I will maintain that it is a real advantage, 
as it adorns and recommends the moſt judicious mind, and the moſt 
ſolid merit. I may appeal to you, for you muſt know whether I 
am right or not. 

I know not by what fatality things do not go on ſo well as I 
ſhould have expected, between * #* and your people. I think 
him an amiable and polite man; he loves pleaſure and indulgence, 
and that is the taſte at Paris, and yet things don't go on ſmoothly. 
Our ambaſſador has one advantage over yours; he has found you 
at Paris, and I'll engage monſieur de Mirepoix will not find you 
in London. | 


Your 
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qui men auroit pas fait autant! Lindifference eſt ordinairement la 
mere de la diſcretion, de ſorte que vous avez tout a craindre de ma 
part, Tun ſentiment contraire. 


LETTRE XXXIX. 


A LA MEME, 


A Londres, ce 28 Sept. V. S. 1749. 


E ſuis bien-aiſe, madame, de ravoir appris la maladie de made- 
moiſelle votre fille qu'en meme tems avec ſa convaleſcence. Jau- 
rois pris part a vos allarmes, comme Jen prends actuellement a vo- 
tre joie, et comme jen prendrai eternellement a tout ce qui vous tou- 
che. Je congois bien que votre ſang et vos ſoins doivent neceffaire- 
ment avoir forme une fille digne de vos plus tendres inquietudes. 
Cette occaſion lui en aura fait ſentir toute I'&tendue, et la délicateſſe, 
et vous vous ſerez reciproquement plus cheres, Pune a l'autre, par le 
danger ou vous avez ete toutes deux d'une ſeparation, dont peut- tre 
ni une ni autre n'avoit encore fenti toute la rigueur. Nous ne 
conndiſſons jamais tout le prix d'un bien, que quand nous nous voyons 
au moment de le perdre. Puiſſiez- vous longtems, madame, jouir 
dun bien fi cher que vous venez de ſauver! Je ne compte pas non 
plus pour rien la conſervation de ſa beauté: les devots, et les philo- 
ſophes, ont beau parler ſentences contre la beauté, je ſoutiens qu'elle 
eſt un avantage reel, puiſqu'elle orne, et qu'elle recoramande meme 
Feſprit le plus juſte, et le merite le plus ſolide; je m'en rapporte a 
vous, vous devez bien ſavoir fi j'ai raiſon ou non. | 
Je ne ſais pas par quelle fatalite cela ne va pas ſi bien que je Va 
rois cru, entre * * * et vos gens. Je le trouve tres-aimable, et poli; il 
aime les plaiſirs et la volupte, Cceſt 1a auſſi le ton chez vous, et pour- 
tant cela ne gagence point. Notre ambaſſadeur a un avantage ſur 
le votre, il vous a trouvee à Paris, et joſe aſſurer monſieur de Mire- 
poix qu'il ne vous trouvera pas a Londres. | 
R 2 n 
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Your boy will be at Rome in two months, ſo you may write to 
the duke de Nivernois as ſoon as you have nothing better to do; 
but be ſo good as to tell him, he muſt expect to ſee a young man, 
. who has neither carriage nor manners, but is {till covered with 
Engliſh ruſt, thickened by that of Leipſig. He has applied ſo 
cloſely to his ſtudies, that he has not allowed himſelf time, if he, 
had opportunity, to contract the air and manners of a man of faſhion. 
I hope the air of the hotel de Nivernois will be favourable to him. 


— 


E. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, OA. 23, O. S. 1749. 
N/ OU prohibit compliments, madam; be pleaſed then to give me 
* a definition of them, that I may not make you any without in- 
tending it. I have inſinuated that there was a poſſibility of your 
daughter's being pretty; you. affirm that ſhe is not. The queſtion 
reſts upon a matter of fact, and it muſt be decided. But how? you 
will jay. TU tell you how; and, what L believe is ſeldom the caſe, 
we ſhall both be ſatisfied. I will refer it to the young lady herſelf; 
her lips will decide in your favour, and her heart in mine. Now for 
yourſelf, madam. You ſay I never ſaw you but when you were 
altered and emaciated, and conſequently I muſt think you have 
always been very diſagreeable. Nægo, madam, to uſe the elegant 
phraſe of Thomas Diafoirus*; I will bring an action againſt you 
for this, and will leave you the choice of your judges; the triumph 
will be mine, and you. will have the pleaſure of being condemned 
with coſts of ſuit. | 
I am ſorry our friend, who might pleaſe if he would, does not 
chuſe it, I have long ſince known of his attachment for the ſul- 
tana, to whom he ſacrifices his evenings, that is his life, at Paris; but 


* In Moliere's Malade imaginaire. 


I was 


.4 
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Votre gargon ſera a,Rome en deux mois, de faqon que vous n'avez 
qu'a eEcrire a monſieur de Nivernois auffi-tot que vous Waurez rien 
autre choſe à faire; mais ayez la bonte de leprevenir ſur un article, 
qui eſt, qu'il doit s'attendre a voir un jeune homme, qui n'a ni tour- 
nure ni manicres, mais qui eſt encore incruſtè de la crotte An- 
gloiſe, Epaiſſie meme de celle de runiverſitè de Leipſig. Il eſt ſi-fort 
applique a ſes études, qu'il ne Seſt pas donne le tems, quand m&me 
ii en auroit eu les occaſions, de prendre Vair et les manieres d'un 
honnete homme: Jeſpere que Pair de Photel de Nivernois lui ſera. 
favorable. | 


LECTRE KL 


A LA.MEME.. 
A Londres, ce 23 OA. V. S. 1749. 


Vo Us defendez. les gentilleſſes, madame; ayez donc la bonte de 

les definir, aſin que je wen die pas ſans y penſer. Jai infinue 
qu'il etoit poſſible que mademoiſelle votre fille put etre jolie, vous 
ſoutenez qu'elle ne Peſt point. Voici une queſtion de fait, et j'en 
veux la deciſion, mais le moyen, direz-vous ? le voici, et je crois, 
ce qui rarrive gueres, que nous en ſerons tous deux contens. Je 
mien rapporte a mademoiſelle elle-meme ; ſa bouche decidera en 
votre faveur, ſon cœur en la mienne. A vous, madame, à cette heure. 


Je ne vous ai vu, dites-vous, que changee et deperie, et par con- 


{equent je dois croire que vous avez toujours ete fort deſagreable. Nægo, 
madame, comme dit elegamment Thomas Diafoirus *; je vous intente 
proces la deſſus, et je vous laiſſerai meme le choix de vos juges ;. 
Faurai le triomphe, et vous aurez le plaiſir, de vous voir condam-- 
nee avec frais et dé pens. 
Je ſuis fache que notre ami, qui pourroit plaire Sil le vouloit, ne. 

le veuille point; j'ai ſu depuis long-tems ſon attachement pour la ſul- 
tane à laquelle il ſacrifie ſes ſoirèes, Ceſt-a-dire ſa vie, à Paris; mais 
Jeſpcrois. 
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I was in hopes he would offer up his oblations in the morning; 
at leaſt, formerly, that was the right time for ſacrifices. 

1 fay nothing, either to you or to the duke of Nevers, concerning 
the letters you have written to the duke of Nivernois, in favour of 
your pupil. Politeneſs and kind offices are fo familiar to you both, 
that they are always expected; one 1s never diſappointed, and they 
ſeem to be ſo much things of courſe, that it requires ſome reflection 
to think one is under any obligation, We hardly mind a good 
clock whilſt it ſtrikes true, and only take notice when it ſtops, be- 
cauſe then we are ſurprized. Yet it ought to be juſt the reverſe; 
the one is very difficult, and the other is the eaſieſt thing in the world. 

I with your pupil had done with Italy, that I might get rid of 
him, and ſee him in better hands than my own; for I can tell you, 


the moment he gets to Paris, I have done with him, he will be 


your property, and you ſhall be anſwerable to me for his behaviour, 
his politeneſs, and his very ſentiments. Without a compliment, I 
know you can make whatever you pleaſe of him. He ſhall be de- 
livered to you by the poſt, at Paris, next May twelvemonth. 


— 


— 


LET TEN  ALb 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Dec. 4, O. S. 1749. 


HE dukes of Nevers and Nivernois both act in character; 

nothing can be more obliging than the letter you ſent me, 
madam, which the latter wrote to the former. I beg you will exert 
yourſelf, and {ay to both, from me, all the handſome things I ought 
to ſay on the occaſion, which you will expreſs much better than 
I ſhould. 


In the letter, I took the liberty to ſend the duke of Nivernois by 


your boy, I called him my nephew, as the popes do. That appel- 
lation is no diſgrace at Rome; and if afterwards he ſhould detect the 
innocent cheat, I flatter myſelf he will not be offended at it. We 
muſt, as you obſerve, humour eſtabliſhed prejudices, and it is juſt 

in 


* 


oY , a. Was 8\FGeaed bd ©, 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. XL. XLI. 127 


jeſperois qu'il lui feroit ſes ſacrifices le matin : cetoit au moins autre- 
fois la belle heure des ſacrifices. 

Je ne vous dis rien, ni a monſieur de Nevers non plus, au ſujet 
des lettres que vous avez ecrites a monſieur de Nivernois en faveur 
de votre Eleve. Chez vous deux, les politeſſes et les amitiés coulent 


de ſource, on $'y attend toujours, on ne 8'y trompe jamais, et elles. 


paroiſſent fi fort dans Tordre, qu'il faut quelque reflexion pour vous 
en avoir de obligation. On ne fait preſque pas gre à une bonne 
pendule pendant qu'elle va juſte, et on n'y fait attention que quand. 
elle manque, parceqwalors on eſt furpris. Ce devroit pourtant Etre 
tout le contraire; Pun eſt très- difficile, et il n'y a rien au monde de ſi 
facile que Pautre. 

Je voudrois bien que votre eleve elit fini ſes affaires en Italie, afin 
que jen fuſſe quitte, et que je le viſſe dans des meilleures mains que 
les miennes ; car ſachez que du moment qu'il arrive à Paris, je nai 
plus rien a faire avec lui, il vous appartiendra en propre, et vous me 
repondrez de ſes manieres, de fa politeſſe, et meme de ſes ſentimens. 
Gentilleſſe a part, je ſais que vous en pourrez faire tout ce que 
vous voudrez. Il vous ſera livre par la poſte à Paris, du. mois de Mai. 
en un an. 


L EFT REX N. 
A LA MIME. 
A Londres, ce 4 Dec. V. S. 17493 
ONSIEUR de Nevers, et monſieur de Nivernois, ne ſe de-. 
mentent ni Yun ni autre; il ne ſe peut rien de plus obligeant 
que la lettre du dernier au premier, que vous avez eu la bonte, ma- 
dame, de m'envoyer. Evertuez- vous, je vous en ſupplie, pour dire 
de ma part a un et à autre, tout ce que je devrois leur dire a cette 
occaſion, et que vous direz bien mieux que moi. Dans la lettre que 
Fai pris la libertè d' envoyer a monſieur de Nivernois par votre gargon, 


je Pai appelle, a la mode des papes, mon neveu, titre qui ne de- 


grade pas a Rome: fi apres cela il decouvre la petite ſupercherie, 
je me flatte qu'il ne gen offenſera pas. Il faut, comme vous le 
dites, meEnager les Prejuges ctablis, et Ceſt juſtement la, que les pe- 
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in that caſe that a little deceit is allowable, to elude them, as we 
muſt not hope to cradicate them. My nephew then ſhall not have 
the honor of paving his court to you at Paris, before next May 


twelvemonth, becauſe I chuſe he ſhould go through all he has to 


learn before he goes thither. At his time of life, when once a 
young man has taſted of the pleaſures and diſſipation of the life of 
Paris, there's an end of all ferious attention, and all application to 


the harder ſtudies. But, madam, my own jourpęey to Paris is by 


no means connected with his; on the contrary, the: diſparity of years 
would rather incline me to wiſh we may not racet, as we ſhould 
ſtand in each other's way. 

As to chairs for gouty people, we have great variety of them, 
but J have ſeen none of the ſort you mention, that are put in mo- 
tion by a handle; the beſt contrivance I have 1ren, was a chair which 
monſieur de Broglio had ſent for from France, and preſented to the 
late queen, The perſon that ſits in it drives it along, by means of 
two pretty large wheels, one on each ſide, which are very eaſily 
turned with both hands. It does very well in a garden, upon plain 
ground, but not up and down hill. It, upon this deſcription, the 
duke of Nevers thinks he ſhould like ſuch a chair, I will get him 
one with the greateſt pleaſure. I have bought one lately for my 
own uſe, having, for this month paſt, inliſted into the gouty trater- 
nitv. The fit, indeed, has been ſhort, but rather a ſmart one in 
my left hand; I am not ſorry for it, as J hope it will keep off other 
complaints, and eſpecially thoſe in my head. Old age begins to 
call upon me for his dues, and I had rather pay a conſiderable ſum 
at once, in the form of gout, than be teazed by the levy of leſſer 
tributes, under the name of head-ach, giddineſs, ſickneſs at my 


ſtomach, faintings, &c. Now I talk of complaints, you have one 


that you have not told me of, to which, however, I am not in— 
different, I mean your pregnancy. I deſire you will end it by being 
{ately delivered of a ſon, for I would not have the wit and the 
talents you are poſſeſſed of, above the reſt of your ſex, deſcend to 
daughters. You may detach ſome ſmall province to portion your 
daughter, but I will have a ſon inherit your dominions. May he 
give you as little pain as poſſible on his entrance into this world, 
and all poſſible ſatisfaction in his progreſs through it! 

LE T- 
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tites ruſes ſont permiſes pour les eluder, puiſqu'on ne doit pas eſperer 
de les detruire. Mon neveu donc raura Phonneur de vous faire ſa 

cour a Paris qu'au mois de Mai en un an; Ceſt que je veux qu'il 
alt tout appris avant que d'y aller; des quia cet age on a goute les 
plaiſirs et la difſipation de Paris, adieu toute attention ſerieuſe, toute 
application aux Etudes un peu difficiles. Au reſte, madame, mon 
voyage a Paris ne depend aucunement du fien, au contraire, nos 
ages ne ſe conviennent pas aflez pour nous y trouver enſemble, et 
nous y ſerions deplaces vis-a-vis Pun de autre. 

Au ſujet des chaiſes pour les goutteux, jaurai Ihonneur de vous 
dire qu'il y en a ici de mille differentes ſortes, mais je n'en ai pas 
vu de la forte dont vous parlez, qui roulent moyennant une ma- 
nivelle : la meilleure que jaye vu, Ceſt une chaiſe que feu monſieur 
de Broglio avoit fait venir de France, et dont il fit preſent a la feu 
reine. Lon 8y roule ſoi-meme par le moyen de deux roues aſſez 
grandes, une de chaque cote, qu'on tourne tres-facilement des deux 
mains; elle ſert auſſi fort bien dans un jardin, ou le terrein eſt uni; 
mais pas ou il y a des montees et des deſcentes. Si, à cette de- 
ſcription, monſieur de Nevers croit qu'une telle chaiſe lui conviendra, 
je me ferai un veritable plaiſir de lui en eral, une. Je m'en 


ſuis achetè une en dernier lieu, ayant ete lle, depuis un mois, 
dans le nombre des goutteux. Lattaque a cte courte, il eſt vrai, mais 
aſſez vive à la main gauche; je wen ſuis nullement fache, dans Veſ- 
peèrance qu'elle me garantira des autres maladies, et ſur-tout de celles 
ar tete. La vieilleſſe commence à exiger ſes droits, et j'aime mieux 
en payer un conſiderable en forme de goutte, que d' etre chicane par 
la levee de pluſieurs moindres tributs, ſous les noms de migraines, 
vertiges, maux de cœur, langueurs, &c. A propos dincommodites, 
vous en avez actuellement une, dont vous ne m'avez pas fait part, 
et a laquelle pourtant je m'intèreſſe, Ceſt votre groſſeſſe. Je vous 
ſupplie de la terminer par Yheureux accouchement d'un fils, car je ne 
veux pas que Teſprit, et les talens, qui vous diſtinguent de votre ſexe, 
tombent en quenouille. Detachez en quelque petite province pour 
dot à mademoiſelle votre fille, mais je veux que ce ſoit un fils qui 
herite votre empire. Puiſſe- t- il vous cauſer le moins de douleur qu'il 
eſt poſſible a ſon debut dans ce monde ici, et toute la joye qu'il eſt 


Poſſible dans ſes progres ! 
or Hs. 8 LETTRE 


Ea — ST. WY 


= 


FOR 
x30 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S'LETTERS 


L E-F TEN MI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 1, O. 8. 1750. 


" T IIS day, which at Paris, Verſailles, and London, is a day 
of lying, is to me a day of truth, as nothing is truer or more 
ſincere than my wiſhes for your health and happineſs. 

This is the beginning of a letter of Rouſſeau's, that I chanced to 
read Juſt now, and I adopt it, madam, from the bottom of my 
heart, in writing to you the firſt day of our year. Theſe wiſhes, 
ever ſince I had the honor of being acquainted with you, have 
never been wanting in truth or ardor, but methinks this year they 
are more ardent than uſual, on account of your preſent ſituation, 
which makes your friends anxious for your ſafety, but, begging 
your pardon, is by no means ridiculous for you. What, muſt a 
lady be always with child, or never? or muſt there be a certain 
number of annual pregnancies, fixed by faſhion? What do you 
mean by your forty-three years? Do the laws of nature, the laws 
of the land, or the laws of 1 appoint that period for bar- 
renneſs ? On the contrary, I affirm, that your preſent pregnancy 
is a pregnancy of decency and duty. ' You had not done enough 
for ſociety; you owed her ſome more of your progeny, and you 
now begin again to acquit yourſelf of that duty. 1 foretell you 
four or five more. As neither you nor your daughter chuſe this 


ſhould be a boy, if ſuch a misfortune ſhould happen, ſend him to 


me; I will adopt him with all my heart, and ſhall take a pride 
in ſaying he is my own. It will be a work of reflection, you 
have taken a great deal of time to compoſe it, and I ſhall paſs for 
the author of a maſter-piece. Many a one is a plagiary for much 
dee. 

Your letter and that of the duke of Nevers have had the de- 
fired effect with the duke of Nivernois, in favour of your pupil. 


I received a letter from him two days ago from Rome, in which he 
| : tells 
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LET TRE XIII. 


A LA ME M K. 


A Londres, ce 1 Janvier, V. S. 1750. 


E jour ici, qui eſt à Paris, à Verſailles, et a Londres, la fete des 
menſonges, eſt pour moi un jour de verite, n'y ayant rien de 

plus vrai ni de plus ſincère que les vœux que je fais pour votre 
ſante, et pour votre bonheur. Ceſt la le commencement d'une let- 
tre de Rouſſeau, que par haſard je viens de lire dans le moment, et 
que j'adopte, madame, du fond de mon coeur, en vous ecrivant ce 


premier jour de notre annee. Ces vœux, depuis que j'ai eu Vhon- 


neur de vous connoitre, n'ont jamais manque ou de verite, ou d'ar- 
deur; mais il me ſemble que cette annee y a ajoute de la vivacite, 
a cauſe de la ſituation dans laquelle elle vous trouve; ſituation inquié- 
tante pour vos amis, mais, ne vous en deplaiſe, nullement ridicule 
pour vous. Quoi, faut- il donc Etre toujours groſſe, ou bien jamais 
groſſe? ou bien, faut-il un certain nombre de groffefies anniver- 
faires, fixe par la mode? Que voulez-vous dire avec vos quarante- 
trois ans? Eſt- ce que les loix de la nature, du pays, ou de la bien- 
ſeance, ont etabli cette Epoque pour la ſterilite ? Au contraire, je 


ſoutiens que votre groſſeſſe actuelle eſt une groſſeſſe de bienſeance et 


de devoir. Vous aviez trop peu travaille pour la ſociété; vous lui 


deviez encore de votre race, et vous recommencez a preſent a vous 


acquitter de ce devoir. Je vous en annonce encore quatre ou cinq 


de ſuite. Au reſte, puiſque ni vous ni mademoiſelle votre fille ne 
voulez abſolument pas que cet enfant ſoit un fils, en cas de ce malheur 


envoyez-le moi, je Padopterai volontiers, et je me ferai gloire meme + 
de dire qu'il eſt a moi. Ce ſera un ouvrage de reflexion, vous avez 
pris bien du tems à le compoſer; et je paſſerai pour Yauteur d'un chef- 
dceuvre : ily a des plagiaires pour bien moins que cela. 

Votre lettre, et celle de monſieur de Nevers, ont fait tout Veffet que 
je pouvois ſouhaiter aupres de monſieur de Nivernois, en faveur de 
votre Eleve ; jen ai regu une lettre avant-hier de Rome, dans laquelle 
8 2 | il 
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tells me the duke and dutcheſs have been exceedingly civil to him, 
and that he is there \as a child of the family, and a ſpoilt child 
too. If he does not deſerve this kindneſs, at leaſt he is ſenſible of 
it, and aſcribes one half of it to your influence. 

Pray, madam, ' let me know, by a line from a footman or a 
chamber-maid, as ſoon as you are ſafely delivered, for I am too 
anxious for that important moment, to wait till you are up again. 
Adieu, madam, once more. Mott e felici. 


; 5 x { 


LETTERES XUE 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 18, O. S. 1750. 


1 Have the honor, madam, to ſend you three pine- apples, which 
are good for nothing, firſt, becauſe they are out of ſeaſon, and 
next, becauſe tliey were gathered before they were ripe; elſe they 
would have been in a maſh when they reached Paris. I ſend them 
by a courier as far as Calais, where they will be delivered to the 
poſt-maſter, as you directed me. As the longings of women with 
child are ſatisfied rather with the name than by the merit of the 
thing, 1 hope theſe pine-apples will do for the dauphineſs as well 
as good ones, but it is fact that they are bad. The right 
ſeaſon is ohly from June to October. 

This letter, which likewiſe goes by a meſſenger, will, I hope, 
come in time to prepare you for all the requiſite ceremonies. Don't 
imagine theſe pine-apples come from Babiole, it would be too great 
an affront to my gardening. Mine are quite another thing, but 
I got theſe of the only man in England who raiſes any at this time 
of year. If you will promiſe me to come and taſte mine at Babiole 
in Auguſt, I promiſe to go and fetch you from Bagatelle in May. 


I have 
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i me marque que monſieur et madame de Nivernois Yont accable de 
politeſſes, et qu'il y eſt comme enfant, m&me gate de la maiſon. 
Sil ne mérite pas ces attentions, du moins il les reconnoit, et vous en 
attribue une bonne moitié. ä 

Faites-moi ſavoir, je vous en ſupplie, madame, par deux lignes de 
la main d'un valet, ou d'une fille de chambre, votre heureux accou- 
chement auſſi- tot qu'il arrivera, car en verite je m'intèreſſe trop à un 
moment fi important pour vous, pour en attendre la nouvelle, juſq ua 
votre convaleſcence. Adieu, madame, encore. Molti e felici. 


„ THE XLM. 


A LA MEME, 


A Londres, ce 18 Janv. V. S. 1750. 


* I Thonneur de vous envoyer, madame, trois ananas qui ne va- 

lent rien, premièrement parceque ce n'en eſt pas la ſaĩſon, et en- 
ſuite parcequ'il a fallu les cueillir avant qu'ils fuſſent mũrs, ſans quoi 
ils auroient ete en compdte a leur arrivèe a Paris. Je les envoye par 
un courier juſqu'a Calais, ou ils ſeront livres au directeur des poſtes, 
ſelon Yadrefle que vous nvavez donnee. Comme les envies des fem- 
mes groſſes ſe contentent plus par le nom, que par le merite des cho- 
les, jeſpere que ces ananas tiendront lieu de bons, aupres de madame 
la dauphine ; mais le fait eſt quits ſont mauvais ; la veritable ſai- 
4on weſt que depuis le mois de Juin, juſqu'a celui q Octobre. 

Cette lettre, qui va par un courier, les devancera, jeſpere, aſſez 
pour vous Preparer a toutes les ceremonies requiſes. Au moins ne 
croyez pas que ces ananas ſoient de Babiole, vous feriez trop de tort a 
mon jardinage. Les miens ſont bien autre choſe, mais j'ai eu ceux- 
ci du ſeul homme en Angleterre, qui les fait venir dans cette ſaiſon. 
Si vous me promettez den venir gouter à Babiole au mois d Aolit 


prochain, je promets de venir vous chercher a Bagatelle au mois de 
Jai 
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I have received the moſt obliging letter in the world from the 
duke of Nivernois, in anſwer to that which your pupil delivered 
him from me; I have made no reply, and that out of diſcretion ; 
for I know him ſo well, that it would have been giving him the 
trouble to write again; but be ſo good as to hint this to the duke 

of Nevers, and tell him how much I think myſelf obliged to them 
both. N a | Bey . 

Continue, madam, to honor me with your commands, when- 
ever I can be of any ſervice to you, for I proteſt nothing can equal 
the pleaſure I find in giving you proofs of my inviolable attach- 


ment. . 


LETTER XIIV. 


TO-THE SAME 


London, March 8, O. S. 1780. 


Have ſpared you, madam, for ſome time, but whether you are 
obliged to me, or blame me for it, I am alike exempt from 
merit or guilt. I have been troubled with the head-ach, and hur- 
r.ed to death with buſineſs ; family buſineſs I mean, and ſuch as 
J greatly diſlike, and am not very fit for. The pains in my head 
have left me, and I ſend you the firſt fruits of that head which is 
not quite ſettled yet; I doubt they will taſte of the ſoil. Sacrifices 
"Have at all times been more or leſs acceptable, in proportion to 
the circumſtances and intention of the perſons who offered them, 
and not to their intrinſic value. . Accept then my offerings, 
madam, ſuch as they are, as the tribute of a heart entirely devoted 
to you. 

I am mighty glad to hear the pine-apples ſucceeded ſo well, but 
ſurely nothing but a downright longing could make the dauphineſs 
find them good, and this ſeems to be a ſure proof of her being 
really with child. Should it prove ſo, you may poſſibly have 
been the ſaving of a duke of Burgundy to France, and I ſhall 
eſteem 
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Pai regu la lettre du monde la plus obligeante de la part de mon- 
ſieur de Nivernois, en reponſe a celle que votre Eleve lui a appor- 
tee de la mienne; je n'y ai pas replique, et cela par diſcretion, 
puiſque, fait comme il eſt, C eùt ete lui donner la peine decrire en- 
core; mais ayez la bonte d'inſinuer cela aupres de monſieur de Ne- 
vers, en meme tems que vous voudrez bien Vaſſurer de ma parfaite 
reconnoiſſance. 

Continuez, madame, à m{honorer-de vos ordres, quand je pourrai 

vous ètre bon a quelque choſe, car je vous proteſte que rien ne peut 
egaler le plaiſir que Jai a vous prouver mon attachement inviolable. 


LETT RE XIV. 
A LA MEME, 


A Londres, ce 8 Mars, V. S. 1750. 


E vous ai fait quartier, madame, depuis quelque tems, mais, 

ſoit que vous m'en teniez compte, ou ſoit que vous m'en blaà- 
miez, je n'y entre pour rien, egalement exempt de merite, ou. de 
crime. Pai ete accable de migraines, et excede d' affaires; d'affaires 
de famille gentend, et de détails qui demandoient un arrangement, 
auquel je ne ſuis ni naturellement trop porte, ni trop propre. Mes 
migraines m'ont quitte, et je vous envoye les premices d'une tete, qui 
weſt pas encore bien retablie ; ils auront apparemment quelque gout 
du terroir: les ſacrifices ont toujours ete regus plus ou moins favo- 
rablement, ſelon les moyens et les intentions de ceux qui les faiſoient, 


et point ſur le pied de leur valeur intrinſeque. Recevez donc, ma- 


dame, mes offrandes, quelque mèdiocres qu'elles ſoient en elles- 
memes, comme celles d'un cœur qui vous eſt tout devoue. 

Je ſuis charme dapprendre que les ananas ayent fi bien rèuſſi; 
mais affurement il ne leur falloit pas moins que fenvie d une femme 
groſſe, pour les faire trouver bons, et le gout que madame la dau- 
phine y a trouve, me paroit une preuve inconteſtable de ſa groſſeſſe: 
dans cette ſuppoſition, vous pourrez peut- tre avoir ſauve a la France 
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eſteem myſelf happy in having had it in my power to be inſtru- 
mental to the merit it Will give you. 

I have ſpoke to * ® * concerning the plans and manuſcripts his 
uncle left behind, but he would not hear of the leaſt communication 
of thoſe papers. He is a young man bred to arms, full of his 
uncle's ſuperior merit, and Who thinks that, in thoſe papers, he 
is in ſole poſſeſſion of immenſe and matchleſs treaſures. 

We have had a ſecond earthquake this morning, ſmarter ftill 
than that of this day month. All the houſes in London have 
been ſhaken, and ſome chimnies thrown down. It happened at 
half paſt five. I was faſt aſleep, but the violence of the ſhock 
awakened me, and ſtartled me ſo, that I thought I was going to 
be cruſhed that moment. Have you felt it on your ſide the water, 
or have we had that phænomenon all to ourſelves ? If you have felt 
it, I hope it has not frightened you in your preſent ſituation ; your 
works well deſerve to be brought to perfection. 

I much queſtion my having the pleaſure to pay my court to 
you this year: you may be ſure the will is not wanting, but I 
foreſee many hindrances to that journey. However, I ſhall en- 
deavour, if poſſible, to remove them, as there is nothing I more 


ardently wiſh for, than» the pleaſure of once more affuring you 


in perſon'of the reality of my ſentiments, and of the inviolable 
attachment with which 1 ſhall always be, 8c. 


LETTER XV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 19, O.S. 1780. 


had been too long diſuſed from a buſineſs, which can only 
be eaſy from practice, and I own I was under greater apprehen- 


Hons than I could or would tell you. If you intend to continue 
6 8 os the 


OW Iam 1 madam, ſince you are out of danger. You” 
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un duc de Bourgogne, et je ferai trop heureux avoir pu contribuer 
au merite que vous en aurez. 

Tai parle Aa * * * an ſujet des plans et des manuſcrits de feu fon 
oncle, mais il n'a pas voulu ſe preter à la moindre communication de 
ces papiers. Ceſt un jeune homme Eleve au metier des armes, en- 
tetèẽ du merite ſuperieur de ſon oncle, et qui croit poſſèder exclu- 
ſivement, dans ces paperaſſes, des trefors immenſes et uniques. 

Nous avons eu ici ce matin un ſecond tremblement de terre, plus 
vif encore que celui d aujourd'hui il y a un mois. Toutes les mai- 
ſons de Londres en ont ete ebranlees, et quelques cheminées ſont 
tombees ; C toit a cinq heures et demie ce matin. J etois profonde- 
ment endormi, mais la force de la ſecouſſe m'a reveille en ſurſaut, 
et jai cru voir le moment ou je ſerois Ecraſe, L'avez- vous ſenti 
chez vous, ou avons- nous joui privativement de ce phenomene? En 
tout cas, j eſpère qu'il ne vous aura pas effrayee dans votre ſitua- 
tion preſente : vos ouvrages meritent bien d' etre portes au dernier 
point de perfection. 

Je doute fort ſi Jaurai le plaiſir de vous faire ma cour cette annce: 
ce ne ſera pas au moins, comme vous jugez bien, la volonte qui 
manquera, mais C eſt que j enviſage bien des circonſtances peu favora- 
bles à ce voyage. Je tacherai pourtant de les Ecarter, Sil m'eſt 
poſſible, n'y ayant rien que je ſouhaite plus ardemment que le plai- 
ſir de vous aſſurer encore une fois en perſonne de la verite de mes 
ſentimens, et de Pattachement inviolable avec lequel je ſerai tou- 
jours, &c. 


L ET TRE XLV. 


A LA MIME. 


A Londres, ce 19 Avril, V. S. 1730. 
E voici hors d'inquiètude, madame, puiſque vous voila hors 
affaires. Vous vous etiez trop long-tems deſacoutumee d'un 
mctier, qui demande de Thabitude, pour etre facile, et je vous avoue 


que je craignois pour vous, plus que je ne pouvois, ou que je ne 
VoI. II. T | voulois 
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the trade of child- bearing, pray don't leave ſuch long intervals 
between, but let us have them in a quick ſucceſſion, and for the 
future I deſire you will be a little more attentive to the maſculine 
gender, One would think you are peopling only for the Amazons, 
but, for the honor of my ſex, I inſiſt upon your giving us a ſon 


like yourſelf. Your daughter's prayers have been heard in ſpite 


of mine; but I think ſhe is in the wrong, and hereafter ſhe will 
repent the ſucceſs of her wiſhes, for I ſhall be much miſtaken if 
the youngeſt lady is not your little Benjamin, whereas a brother 


would have eclipſed her only for a while, and his interpoſition 


between her and you would ſoon have been terminated by his 
removal to the army or to buſineſs. 

You upbraid me with my misfortune,, as if it were my own 
fault; that is ungenerous, madam, and not like yourſelf. I am 


ſufficiently mortified that I cannot have the happineſs of paying 


my caurt to you this year, without the additional diſpleaſure of 
ſeeing that you ſuſpect my will. To make myſelf ſome amends, 


I ſhall ſend you an ambaſſador extraordinary, inveſted with full 
powers, and I deſire you will give. credit to whatſoever he ſhall 


ſay to you in my name. It is your pupil, who will be at Paris 
about Michaelmas, ſettled in the academy of La Gueriniere. 1 
hope his late reſidence at Rome will have poliſhed him a little; 
if not, my reliance is on Paris, that is to ſay on you. If he is 
aukward, or unmannerly, I beg you will not ſpare him, but ſpeak 
to him very ſeriouſly, and now and then try the force of ridicule, 
which - frequently has a greater effect upon young people than 
grave remonſtrances. I have already informed him that he is 
your property, that I have transferred all my authority to you, 
and that the degree of favour in wich he will ſtand with me 
will wholly depend on the accounts I ſhall receive from you. It 
is a very pleaſing and beneficial ſlavery that I have allotted him, 
and if he has the Hare of ſenſe I am told he has, he will find 
it ſo, and will encertain for you the ſame ſentiments of regard, 


eſteem, affection and reſpect, with which I now wiſh you a good 


night, 
LETTER 
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voulois vous dire. Si vous comptez de continuer la fabrique des 
enfans, n'y mettez. plus, $1] vous plait, un ſi long intervalle, mais 
faites les tout de ſuite, et ſur-tout ayez a Pavenir un peu plus 
d'attention au genre maſculin. Il ſemble que vous ne peuplez que 
pour les Amazones; mais je veux abſolument, pour Phonneur de mon 
ſexe, que vous nous donniez un fils qui vous reſſemble. Au reſte, 
mademoiſelle la premiere, dont les vœux ont été exauces en depit 
des miens, par PFarrivee de mademoiſelle la ſeconde, a tort, et elle 
regrettera, avec le tems, le ſucces de ſes vœux, car je me trompe 
fort {i mademoiſelle la ſeconde ne ſera pas mademoiſelle Benjamin; 
au lieu qu'un frere ne Tauroit eclipſee que pour un tems, et ſon 
interpoſition entre elle et vous auroit bien-tot fini pour Parmee ou 
les affaires. e 

Vous me reprochez mon malheur, comme sil y avoit de ma faute; 
cela n'eſt pas genereux, madame, et je ne vous y reconnoils point. 
Il nveſt aſſez ſenſible de ne pouvoir pas avoir le bonheur de vous 
faire ma cour cette anne, ſans que vous y ajoutiez la mortification 
Fen ſoupconner ma volonte. Pour m'en dedommager un peu, je vous 
enverrai un ambaſſadeur extraordinaire, muni de mes pleins pouvoirs, 
auquel je vous prie ajouter foi en tout ce qu'il vous dira de ma 
part. C'eſt votre Eleve, qui ſera à Paris vers la St. Michel, ctabli a 
Pacademie de la Gueriniere. TJeſpere que ſon dernier ſèjour a Rome 
Paura un peu forme, mais en tout cas je compte ſur Paris, C'eſt- 
a-dire ſur vous: s'il eſt gauche ou impoli, je vous ſupplie de ne 
lui rien paſſer, mais de lui en parler tres-ſerieuſement, et de tems 
en tems lui lacher des traits de ridicule, qui font ſouvent plus 
effet ſur les jeunes gens, que les remontrances ſerieuſes. Je lui 
ai deja fait ſavoir qu'il vous appartient en propre, que je vous ai 
tranſportè tous mes droits ſur lui, et que ſon credit et ſa faveur au- 
pres de moi dependront uniquement des relations que Jen recevrai 
de votre part. C'eſt un eſclavage bien doux, et bien utile que je 
lui deſtine; et Sil a le bon ſens qu'on m' aſſure qu'il a, il le trou- 
vera tel, et aura pour vous les ſentimens de conſideration, d'eſtime, 
Tamitie, et de reſpect, avec leſquels je vous donne actuellement le 
bon ſoir. 
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TO THE SAME, 
London, June 28, O. S. 1750, 


AVE a care, madam; your anger is ſo flattering, and your 
revenge ſo mild, that I ſhall provoke you on purpoſe to put 
you in a paſſion; but though you are undeceived as to the motive 


of your anger, you muſt purſue your revenge, which you will. 


ſoon have an opportunity of doing; for your pupil will pay his re- 
ſpects to you in October next. You will now excuſe my being 
tediouſly particular on a ſubje& that ſo nearly concerns me. 1 
have ſettled every thing with Mr. de la Gueriniere, who 1s to take 
him into his academy; his governor will fix him there, and then 
leave him to return home. I thought, at his age, and without a 
governor, it was ſafer to put him to the academy, than to leave him 
in ready-furniſhed lodgings; and, beſides, at the academy, he will 
get acquainted with your French youths, and be more out of the 
way of his young countrymen, for I am exceedingly upon my 
guard againſt theſe. I ſhall direct his governor to abhe Sallier, to 


conſult with him, before he leaves him, about the maſters he will 


want for geometry, aſtronomy, and philoſaphy. I am perſuaded 


the abbe will be kind enough to direct him to proper perſons. As 


he has been accuſtomed, for above this twelvemonth, to have a good 


deal of liberty, which, by the way, he has never abuſed, I do not 


intend to ſhut him up in the academy; and I have ſignified to Mr, 
de la Gueriniere, that when the morning exerciſes are over, he is 
to allow him to go where he pleaſes, that is to ſay, within certain 
bounds. Thus every thing is ſettled with reſpect to learning, and 
to his exerciſes; but there is another very important article, I 
mean the manners, the politeneſs, the behaviour and addreſs of the 
beau monde. This, madam, is what you can contribute to, if you 
pleaſe, more than any body I know, and I beg you will. Aſſume 
an authority with him, ſpeak openly to him about his behaviour, 


if you find a neceſſity for it, and don't excuſe the leaſt thing. It | 


he 
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LETTRE XLVI. 


A LA MIME. 


A Londres, ce 28 Juin, V. S. 17 50. 
P RENE Z garde, madame, on vous fachera expres, tant votre 
colere eſt flatteuſe, et votre vengeance douce; mais quoique 
vous ſoyez deſabuſee du motif de votre colere, exbcutez pourtant 
votre vengeance, dont vous aurez bientòt Poccaſion, puiſque votre 
eleve vous fera ſa cour au mois d'Octobre prochain. Pardonnez- 
moi à preſent un detail ennuyant ſur un ſujet, auquel je prends 
un fi tendre interet. Jai donc fait mes arrangemens avec mon- 
ſieur de la Gueriniere pour le recevoir interne dans ſon académie; 
ſon gouverneur I'y etablira, et puis le quittera, pour Sen retourner 
ici. J'ai cru qwa ſon age, et ſans gouverneur, il ètoit plus ſar de le 
mettre dans Facademie, que de le laiſſer en hotel garni; et d'ail- 
leurs, qu'à Facademie il fera connoiſſance avec vos jeunes Francois, 
et ſera plus à Tabri des jeunes Anglois, contre leſquels je ſuis ex 
tremement ſur mes gardes. Paddrefſerai ſon gouverneur a Vabbe 
Sallier, pour concerter avec lui, avant qu'il Ile quitte, les maitres- 
qu'il lui faudra pour la geometrie, Vaſtronomie, et la philoſophie. 
Je ſuis perſuade que Vabbe Sallier voudra bien lui indiquer des ſu- 
jets convenables. Comme il eſt accoutume, depuis plus d'un 
d'avoir aſſez de liberte, dont par parentheſe il n'a jamais abuſè, je 8 
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de la Gueriniere quapres que les exercices du matin ſeront finis, 
il doit lui permettre dM'aller ou il voudra, cCeſt-a-dire dans des 
certaines bornes. Voila donc tout arrange par rapport au ſavoir, et 
aux exercices; mais il reſte un article bien intereflant, je veux 
dire les moeurs, les manieres, la politeſſe, le ton du beau monde; 
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compte pas de Venfermer dans Vacademie, et Jai fait dire a monſieur 


ceſt à quoi, {i vous le voulez bien, vous pouvez plus contribuer que 
perſonne, et joſe vous en ſupplier. Prenez avec lui un certain ton 
MTautorite, parlez-lui ouvertement, sil eſt néceſſaire, fur ſa con- 
quite, et ne lui paſſez point la moindre choſe. Sil eſt. gauche, 
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he is aukward, ungraceful, or unmannerly, laugh at him, and ri- 


dicule him; in thoſe articles that is often the moſt ſucceſsful me- 


thod with young people. When he 1s at your houſe, permit him 


to wait upon the company, treat him without ceremony, and do me 
the favour to tell me freely what you think of him. After the care 


I have taken of his education, independent of my fondneſs for him, 
I have ſet my heart upon his making a figure in the world, and 
ſhould take a pride in it. It is not by way of making you a ful- 
ſome compliment, but it is with great truth that I proteſt, I firmly 
believe his ſucceſs in the world will be more owing to you than to 


any thing elſe. I therefore recommend him, madam, to that 


friendſhip you have always honored me with, and of Which you 


cannot give me a ſtronger proof than by your Kindneſs to this 
ſecond ſelf. | 


L 


TO THE SAME. 


London, July 25, O. 8. 1750. 


ERMIT me, madam, to enter upon a little controverſy with 


you about the matter in hand; but not in the uſual ſpirit of 
controverſy, Where each party ſets out with a firm reſolution not to 
be convinced; as for my part, my mind is open to conviction, I 
have only ſome doubts to propoſe to you. If your pupil boards at 
la Gueriniere's, he will find very indifferent company, that will 
entice him to their card parties, and to frequent taverns and women: 
very poſſibly that may be the caſe; but if he boards out of the houſe, 
and comes every morning to learn his exerciſes, is he not expoſed 
to the very ſame dangers? Will he not meet with the ſame people, 
and will not thoſe people, for the reaſons you alledge, form an in- 
timacy with him, and frequent him, though he boards in another 
houſe? And will not Mr. de la Gueriniere have an eye over his 
conduct, and eſpecially the connections he might form, in his houſe? 
In 
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sil a mauvais air, Sil eſt impoli, mocquez-vous de lui, et tour- 
nez- le en ridicule; ſur ces articles-la, c'eſt ſouvent le moyen le plus 
efficace avec les jeunes gens. Permettez-lui d etre votre galopin 
chez vous; traitez-le ſans fagon, et ayez la bonte de me dire tout 
naturellement ce que vous en penſez. Apres les ſoins que j'ai 
eu de ſon Education, independamment de ma tendreſſe pour lui, je 
me fais une affaire, je me pique meme de fa rèuſſite dans le 
monde. Ce reſt pas pour vous faire un fade compliment, mais 
Ceſt tres-veritablement que je vous proteſte, que je crois que ſa 
reuſſite dans le monde dependra- plus de. vous que de toute autre 
choſe. Je le recommande donc, madame, a ces ſentimens d'ami- 
tie dont vous m' avez toujours honore, et dont vous ne pouvez pas: 
me donner une preuve plus ſenſible, que par vos bontes a cet autre: 
moi-meme. 


L ETTRE XLII. 


A LA M E M E. 


A Londres, 25 juillet, V. S8. 1750. 

ERMET TE Z-moi, madame, d' entamer une petite controverſe 
avec vous ſur Faffaire en queſtion ; mais pas pourtant dans Feſ- 
prit ordinaire des controverſes,. ou les deux parties debutent dans la. 
ferme reſolution de ne pas ſe laiſſer perſuader ; pour moi mon eſprit 
eſt ouvert a la conviction, j'ai ſeulement quelques doutes a vous pro- 
poſer. Si votre cleve eſt interne chez la Gueriniere, il y trouvera 
afſez mauvaiſe compagnie, qui Fengageront a leurs parties de jeu, de 
cabaret, et de filles: la choſe eſt très-poſſible; mais auſh en y 
allant, tous les matins, comme externe, pour apprendre ſes exer-- 
cices, n'eſt- il pas expoſe aux memes dangers ? N'y trouvera-t-il pas 
les memes perſonnes ? et ces memes perſonnes, par les raiſons que 
vous donnez, ne formeront-elles pas des liaiſons avec lui, et ne le 
trequenteront-elles pas quoiqu'il ſoit en penſion ailleurs? Monfieur 
de la Guerinicre n'aura-t-il. pas auſſi un peu Foil. ſur ſa conduite, 
2 | | 54 
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In a boarding-houſe, I ſhould think he would be much more ex. 
poſed to the inroads of his barbarian countrymen, and if he muſt 
be wild, I ſhould prefer French to Engliſh debauchery. Beſides, j 


have reaſon to think he cordially deteſts gaming and drinking; as 


for the reft, he has hitherto paid a due regard to his health, and to 
decency. It is not to be expected that at his time of life he either 
will, or indeed can, always keep company with perſons of a more 
advanced age. Young people will herd together, and where will 
he find better than at the academy? If he muſt go there every 
morning, to go through his exerciſes, will they not often be neg- 
lected? A cold, rainy, dark morning is diſcouraging; the coach is 
diſmiſſed, a friend comes in to breakfaſt, and there is an end of the 
morning exerciſes for that day. I have now ſaid all I intended. 


Every thing well conſidered, am I in the wrong? If you {till ſay 1 


am, I fhall acquieſce. I own, if he could be put to board in a 
family, where the maſter and miſtreſs were good genteel people, the 
huſband .a man of ſenſe, ſome learning, and a tolerable addreſs, and 
the wife one who has ſomething of a genteel behaviour, this indeed 
would be preferable to the academy; but the queſtion is to find 
ſuch a place. People of that ſort do not chuſe to be troubled with 
a young fellow of eighteen. "The huſband would be afraid for his 
wife, if ſne were young; and if ſhe were old, ſhe would be afraid 
for her daughters. In ſhort, I wait for your orders, and your ul- 
timate opinion, before I take my final reſolution. 


LB TT E-R XL. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 9, O. S. 


AT ſhall I ſay to you, madam? Your friendſhip, your kind- 
neſs, your attentions, are unparalleled. I am not accuſtomed 
to any ſueh thing, how then can I anſwer it? Place yourſelf, for a 
moment, in my ſituation, and be affured, that whatever your heart 
would 
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et ſurtout ſur les liaiſons qu'il y formeroit ?. En penſion, je le croi- 
rois beaucoup plus expoſe aux incurſions des barbares ſes compatriotes, 
et debauche pour debauche, je prefererois la Francoiſe à PAngloite ; 
q᷑ailleurs, j'ai tout lieu de croire qu i deteſte foncièrement le jeu, et 
le vin; pour le reſte, il a juſquiici eu des egards, et pour ſa ſante, 
et pour la bienſcance. On ne peut pas Ygattendre quia ſon Age, il 
veuille, ou meme qu'il puiſſe, toujours vivre avec des gens d'un 
age plus avance, et d'un certain caractere ; les jeunes gens ſe cher- 
chent, ſe trouyent, et ou en trouvera-t-il de meilleurs qua Pacade- 
mie? Sil doit y aller tous les matins faire ſes exercices, ne ſeront- 
ils pas ſouvent negliges? Un matin froid, pluvieux, ſombre, eſt 
decourageant ; on congcdie le caroſſe, un ami entre a déjeuner, adieu 
les exercices de cette matinee. Jai dit: toute reflexion faite, ai-je 
tort ? Si vous me dites encore que je Vai, jen conviendrai. Il eſt vrai 
que fi Yon pouvoit trouver a le mettre en une penſion, où le mai- 
tre et la maitreſle de la maiſon fuſſent des gens d'un certaine tournure, 
que le mari eùt de Veſprit, du. ſavoir, des manieres, et la femme 

un peu le ton de la paſſablement bonne compaguie; je comprends 
bien qu'il pourroit y ᷑tre mieux quà académie: mais où trouver une 
telle penſion ? Des gens de cette ſorte mont garde de ꝰembaraſſer 
dun jeune Etourdi de 18 ans; le mari craindroit pour ſa femme, fi elle 

etoit jeune, et ſi elle ctoit vieille, elle craindroit pour ſes filles. 
Enfin Pattends vos ordres, et vos idèes ulterieures, avant que de pren- 
dre ſinalement mon parti. 


LD TFP. 
A LA ME ME. 


A Londres, 9 Aouſt. V. 8. 


UE vous dirai- je, madame? Votre amitié, vos ſoins, vos atten- 
tions, ſont uniques; on neſt accoutume a rien de pareil, le 


moyen donc d'y repondre! Mettez-vous ſeulement, pour un mo- 


ment, dans ma ſituation vis-a-vis de vous; et ſoyez perſuadee que 
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would ſay in the like caſe, and it always ſays right, is juſt what ! 
think, what I feel, but cannot pretend to expreſs. 

In default of a better plan, we therefore determine in favour of 
the academy, for the reaſons I told you, which appear to have met 
with the approbation of abbe Sallier. Your pupil, or I am much 
miſtaken, rather wants to be rouzed by the company of your ſprightly 
youths, than to be checked; and I dread his too intenfe application 

to his ſtudies, more than his too great diſſipation in the world, 
What he chiefly wants is the addreſs, the air, the manners, that are 
ſo neceſſary for a young man to acquire. He has ambition, makes 
it a point to keep good company, and has a reliſh for it; ſo that I 
dare anſwer for it, he will form no connections but with the better 
| ſort at the academy. The letter, which abbe Sallier has writ to 
1 you, is quite in character, and abounds. with that good ſenſe and 
 good-nature, and with thoſe ſentiments, which have long ſince pro- 
cured him the eſteem and friendſhip of all worthy men, who are ſo 
| happy as to be acquainted with him. Be ſo good, madam, as to 
tell him, from me, all that the warmeſt gratitude can ſuggeſt; I 
thall endeavour to do it myſelf very ſoon. 

You will ſoon have at Paris, lady Hervey, her fon, her daughter, 
her ſon-1n-law, and zutti quanti. She infiſted upon carrying you 
ſomething from me, ſo ſhe brings you a little ſnuff-box, but don't 
imagine I mean it as a prefent. To make you eafy upon that ſcore, 
I declare the box coſt me but two guineas, and I fend it you merely 
to let you ſce how well we imitate the Dreſden china, and for lets 
than a quarter of the price. 

I believe you will be ſorry to hear that the duke of Richmond 13 
paſt dead of a fever. His age and conſtitution promiſed many 
more years. Marſhal Coigny, whole age did not promiſe quite the 
{ame, is come off much better. I really rejoice at his recovery. 
He even enjoys life, for Mr. de Matignon affures Lord Bolingbroke 
that he is grown younger, and is more chearful than ever. He is 
really an amiable Anteus *. 


* That fabulous African giant, who, though thrown down ſeveral times by Hercules, always 
got up ttronger tan he was beiore,, 
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tout ce que votre coeur vous diroit en pareil cas, et il vous dit tou- 
jours tout ce qu'il faut, eſt preciſement ce que je penſe, ce que je 
ſens, mais ce que je ne pretends pas vous dire. 

Faute de trouver un meilleur parti, nous convenons donc de Vac- 
cademie, pour les raiſons que je vous ai données, et que Vabbe Sal- 
lier paroit approuver. Votre eleve, ſi je ne m'y trompe, a plus be- 


ſoin d' etre decrotte, par la compagnie de vos jeunes gaillards, que 


d'ètre retenu, et je crains plutot ſa trop grande application aux 
études, que ſa trop grande diſſipation dans le monde. Ce qui lui 
manque le plus, c'eſt cet air, cette tournure, ces manieres, ce monde, 
qui ſont nèceſſaires pour un jeune homme; d'ailleurs, il a de am- 
bition, et ſe picque, et ſe plait a ètre dans les bonnes compagnies, de 
facon que j'oſe repondre qu'il ne formera des liaiſons qu'avec les 
meilleurs ſujets de académie. Je reconnois bien Pabbe Sallier dans 
la lettre qu'il vous ecrit; jy trouve le bon ſens, le bon coeur, et les 
ſentimens, qui lui ont acquis depuis longtems Feſtime, et Pamitie de 
tous les honnetes gens, qui ont le bonheur de le connoitre. Ayez 
la bonte, madame, de lui dire de ma part, tout ce que la plus vive 
reconnoiſſance devroit dire; je tacherai de la lui tèmoi gner moi- 
meme bientot en droiture. 

Vous aurez bient0t a Paris, mylady Hervey, ſon fils, ſa fille, ſon 
gendre et tutti quanli. Elle a voulu abſolument vous porter quel- 
que choſe de ma part, et en effet elle vous porte une petite tabatière, 
mais ne croyez pas que ce ſoit en forme de prèſent. Pour vous tran- 
quiliſer ſur ce ſujet, je vous declare, que la tabatière ne me coute 
que deux louis, et que je vous l'envoye, {implement pour vous mon- 
trer a quel point nous imitons bien la procelaine de TR; et pour 
moins que le quart du prix. 

Vous ſerez fiichee, je crois, q apprendre que monſieur le duc de 
Richmond vient de mourir d'une fievre continue; ſon age, et ſa force, 
lui promettoient encore bien des annees. Le marechal de Coigny, 
dont lage ne promettoit pas tout-à-fait la meme choſe, Seſt bien 
mieux tire de ſa derniere maladie, dont Jai en verite une joye ſen- 
ſible; il jou t meme de la vie, ſelon monfieur de Matignon, qui a 
aſſure mylord Bolingbroke, qu'il eft meme rajeuni, et plus gal que 
jamais: Celt bien un aimable Antce®*, | 
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LETTER XLIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 16, o. 8. 1750. 


Ob are fo well acquainted, madam, with my ſentiments, and 

with my readineſs to do any thing that can oblige you, that 

you will eaſily judge how unhappy I am, not to have it in my 

power to execute the commands you lately honored me with. At 

firſt ſight, I conceived it to be a difficult matter, but now I know it 

to be utterly impoſſible. I have ſounded the people in power, and 
- 


though I have no connection with the miniſters, I mentioned it to 


one of them, who told me plainly that it could not be done. You 


know, ſaid he, the ſpirit of rebellion that is rooted in thoſe people; 


theirs and the Punic faith are the ſame; they are not to be won by 
lenity, nor bound by the oaths they take to government. You 
know too, that two thirds of them that were in the laſt rebellion, 
were people who had been in the former, and who only enjoyed 
their lives and fortunes by virtue of the late king's indulgence and 
pardon. Many even held employments, for which they had taken 
the oath of fidelity, which did not reſtrain them, ſo ſoon as the 
{ſignal of rebellion was given. The very name of * , added he, 


(for I was obliged to tell him the name) implies rebellion from 


father to ſon. You knew that as well as J, and the ſecret practices 
of thoſe gentlemen, whilſt you were in the miniſtry; I leave you to 


judge, therefore, whether it is conſiſtent either with the ſafety or 


dignity of government, to be duped by them a ſecond time. I 
was forced, madam, to acquieſce in all he ſaid, as he was fully con- 
vinced that IJ knew it to be ſtrictly true. I can tell you, raoreover, 


that all thoſe rebels, who have fled to France and elſewhere, date 


only from the open rebeliion, becauſe they flatter themſelves that 


government is ignorant of their cabals, and ſecret machinations ever 


ſince; whereas on the contrary, they are fully informed of them. 


They ſee two thirds of their letters, they betray one another, and 


I have frequently had the very fame man's letters in my hand at 
5: once 


ICC 
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LETTRE: NE. 
A L AME M E. 


5 A Londres, ce 16 Aout, V. S. 17 50. 


ONNOISSA N comme vous le faites, madame, mes ſentimens, 

et mon zele pour tout ce qui vous touche, vous jugerez bien 

du chagrin que me cauſe Pimpuiſfance ou je me trouve Texecuter 
les ordres, dont vous nvravez honore en dernier lieu. Jai enviſage 
affaire, au premier abord, comme difficile, mais à preſent je ſais 
qu'elle eſt impoſſible. J'ai ſonde le gue, et quoique je ne ſuis 
nullement en liaiſon avec les miniſtres, Jen ai parle a un, qui ma dit 
tres-naturellement que cela ne pouvoit ſe faire. Vous ſavez, me 
dit-il, Veſprit de rebellion qui eſt enracine dans ces gens-la ; leur foi 
et la foi Punique cęſt la meme; la clemence ne les gagne pas, les 
ſermens qu'ils font + gouvernement ne les tient point; vous n'igno- 


re: pas non plus que les deux tiers de ceux qui ctoient dans la der- 


niere rebellion, étoient des gens qui avoient ete dans Vavant derniere, 
et qui ne jouiſſoient de leurs vies, et de leurs biens, qu'en vertu de 
Findulgence et du pardon du feu roi. Pluſieurs meme avoient des char- 
ges, pour leſquelles ils avoient prete ſerment de fidelite, qui ne les 


-xetint pourtant pas, des que le tocſin de la rebellion fut ſonne, Le 


nom meme de * &, ajouta-t-il, car je fus oblige de lui dire le nom, 
implique rebellion de pere en fils: vous ſaviez tout cela auſſi bien 


que moi, et les menees ſecrettes de ces meſheurs, pendant que vous 


ctiez dans les affaires; jugez donc Sil convient, ou a la ſureté, ou a la 
dignite du gouvernement, den eEtre une ſeconde fois la duppe ? Je 
me trouvai, madame, dans la nèceſſitè de convenir de la verite de 
tout ce qu'il me diſoit, puiſqu'il n'ignoroit pas que je ſavois que tout 
ce quit me diſoit etoit tres-vrai. Je vous dirai, de plus, que tous 
ces rebelles fugitifs chez vous et ailleurs, prennent datte ſeulement 
de la rebellion publique, ſe flattant que le gouvernement ignore 
leurs cabales, et leurs ſecrètes mences du depuis; au lieu que, tout 
au contraire, il en eſt parfaitement informe. 11 voit les deux tiers 


de leurs lettres; ils ſc trahiſſent les uns les autres, et Jai eu ſou- 


vent 
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once, ſome to try to make his peace with government, and others 
to the pretender, to aſſure him it was but a feigned reconciliation, 
the better to promote his cauſe. Notwithſtanding all theſe circum- 
ſtances, I am ſorry I can be of no ſervice to a perſon you with well to, 


I have writ, and indeed from the bottom of my heart, a letter of 


thanks to abbe Sallier, whom I love and reſpect. 


. r tha: Py 


LETTCERL . 
S-0.:'T BS SAME. 


| - London, Sept. 25, O. S. 1750, 
1 N ſpite of my promiſes, madam, not to ſaddle you with 
my countrymen, here is one whom I take the liberty to re- 
commend to you. Don't be afraid, don't be preſently angry, and 
I dare ſay you will thank me hereafter. It is the earl of Hunting- 
don, one of the firſt peers of England, whoſe family is celebrated 
in the moſt ancient records. His merit and talents are at leaſt 
equal to his deſcent ; he is diſtinguiſhed from all our young nobi- 
lity by his profound erudition ; in ſhort, he wants nothing to make 
him perfect, but what he will acquire with you, better than any 
where elſe, I mean an acquaintance with the polite world. 1 
will venture to add one merit more, which I flatter myſelf he 
will have in your opinion, which is that of being my particular 
friend. He looks upon me as his father, and I conſider him as 
my adopted ſon, I therefore earneſtly beg, madam, you will 
protect, encourage, and even adviſe him. He has too much diſ- 
cernment not to be ſenſible of the value of - your friendſhip, and 
too much feeling ever to forget it, 'To ſum up all in one word, 
he will ſoon be what his ſecond father is now, your very faithful 
ſervant, —— 
CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER 


"  - . A ü.. 
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vent entre mes mains, en meme tems, les lettres du meme homme, 
les unes pour tàcher de faire ſa paix avec le gouvernement, et 
les autres au pretendant, pour Taſſurer que ce n'etoit qu'une recon- 
ciliation ſimulèe, pour etre plus en état de le ſervir. Malgre tout 
cela, je ſuis faché de ne pouvoir pas etre utile à une perſonne, 
à qui vous vous intéreſſez. 

Fai écrit, et en verite du fond de mon cœur, une lettre de remer- 
cimens a Tabbè Sallier, que j'aime, et que je reſpecte. 


LETT RE I. 
* 


A LA ME ME, 
A Londres, ce 25 Sept. V. 8. 1750, 


N depit de mes promeſſes, madame, de ne vous point endoſſer 
mes compatriotes, en voici un que je prends la liberte de vous 
recommander. Au reſte, ne craignez rien, ne vous en fachez pas 
d'abord, et Joſe dire que vous m'en ſaurez gre apres. Ceſt mon- 
ſieur Ie comte de Huntingdom, un des premiers pairs d' Angleterre, 
et dont la famille eſt celebre dans les plus anciennes- chroniques., 
Son merite et ſes talens egalent au moins ſx naiſſance; une erw- 
dition profonde le diſtingue de toute notre jeune nobleſſe; enfin, 
il ne lui manque, pour la perfection, que ce qu'il trouvera chez 


vous, mĩeux que par tout ailleurs, ceſt-a-dire dz monde. Poſe ajou- 


ter un autre merite qu'il aura, je me flatte, aupres de vous, Ceſt celui 
detre particulicrement de mes amis. Il me regarde comme ſon pere,. 
et je le conſidère comme mon fils adoptif ; je vous ſupplie donc, 


madame, tres-inſtamment de vouloir bien le proteger, Pencoura- 


ger, et meme le conſeiller. Il a trop de diſcernement pour ne pas 
connoitre d' abord tout le prix de votre amitie, et trop de ſentimens 
pour jamais Youblier ; et pour tout dire, il ſera bientòt a votre egard, 
ce queſt a preſent ſon pere adoptif, et votre tres-fidele ſerviteur, 


CHESTERFLELDs 


LETTRE 
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„ 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 1, O. S. 1750, 


1 pod, madam, you ſhould give me credit for the ſilence ! 

have kept ſo long, from mere ſtrength of mind, in ſpite of the 
expoſtulations of my heart, which often murmured at it, and was 
continually wanting to ſay ſomething to you. This is the caſe: 
towards the latter end of autumn, my head-aches, giddineſs, and in 
Mort, all the ills that can plague a head, conſpired to demoliſh 
mine; and I am ſure much leſs would have done it. In this ſtate, 
that head, which well knows the reſpect it owes to yours, and 


which at beſt is very unfit to face it, wiſely determined to conceal 


itſelf till better times. Thoſe better times are come at lait.. ] 
have brought that head to this place, it's conſtant refuge, and 
have mended it tolerably, by drinking ; don't miſtake me, I mean 
water-drinking. Here then it comes, and once more reſpectfully 
bows to yours; that is to ſay, I am much better, and able to 
repeat to you the aſſurances of my eſteem and friendſhip, which 


are proof againſt all the ills in the world. 


So you have found means, as I made no doubt but you would, 


to keep lady Hervey at Paris: you are in the right, and fo is ſhe. 
Her letters are ſo many encomiums upon France and the French, 


to ſuch a degree as even to be injurious to us. She has the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you often, that alone would be ſufficient to make 
me ſay as much or more. I do not with however to be ſo often 


.the topic of your converſations; for, though you may both be 


ever ſo much prejudiced in my favour, you both know me too 
well not to introduce many ut, into thoſe converſations, whereas 
I had much rather have each ſeparately ſpeak of me to thoſe who 


da not know me, and then each might ſafely, and I flatter myſelf 


o 


would, ſtretch a little beyond. truth to my advantage. | 
Your pupil is at preſent in France, roving about Languedoc, 
Provence, Dauphiny, &c. He will have the honor of paying 
ns ©: | his 


* 


his 


/ 
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LET THE 11 
A LA MEM E., 


| | A Bath, 1 Nov. V. S. 1750. 
EN E Z-moi compte, madame, d un ſilence. que j'ai garde longtems 
par la force de mon eſprit, en depit des mouvemens. de. mon 
cœur, qui en murmuroit ſouvent, et qui a tous momens vouloit vous 
dire deux mots. Voici le cas; vers la fin de Pautonne, mes vertiges, 


mes migraines, et enfin tout ce qui peut deſoler une tete, s'unirent 


pour accabler la mienne ; il ne lui en falloit ſirement pas tant. Sur 
ces entrefaites, cette tete, qui fait bien le reſpect qu'elle doit a la votre, 
et qui, m&me quand elle eſt au mieux, ſoutient fort mal ce vis-à- 
vis, prit ſagement le parti de ſe cacher, en attendant mieux. Ce 
mieux eſt a la fin venu; Jai porte cette tete ici, {a reſſource ordinaire, 
je Vai retablie tellement quellement a force de boire, ces eaux $'entend. 
La voici donc qui revient, et qui ſe preſente derechef très- reſpectueu- 
ſement a la votre, Ceſt-a-dire que je ſuis beaucoup mieux, et en état 
de vous reiterer les aſſurances des ſentimens deſtime et d'amitie, qui 
ſont a Vepreave de tous les maux du monde. 
Vous avez donc trouve le moyen, comme je n'en doutois point, 
de garder madame d'Hervey tout Thiver a Paris: vous avez raiſon, 
elle auſſi. Ses lettres ſont autant déloges de la France, et des 
Francois, au point meme de nous etre injurieuſes. Elle a ſouvent le 
plaiſir de vous voir, cela ſeul me ſuffiroit pour en dire autant, ou 
davantage. Au reſte, je ne ſouhaite pas d'etre fi ſouvent le ſujet 
de vos converſations, puiſque, quelque prèvenues que vous ſoyez 


toutes les deux en ma faveur, vous me connoifſez toutes les deux 


trop bien, pour qu'il entre point bien des mais dans ces conver- 
ſations ; au lieu que jaimerois mieux que chacune parlat de moi ſe- 
parement à des gens qui ne me connoifſent pas, et alors chacune 
pourroit, et je me flatte bien quelle le voudroit, mentir impunc- 
ment a mon avantage. | 
Votre eleve eſt actuellement en France, rodant en Languedoc, 


Provence, Dauphine, &c. Il aura Vhonneur de vous faire ſa cour 


Vorl. II. X avant 
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his court to you before Chriſtmas. He goes to Paris to look for 
the graces; I told him where he would find them; if you. think 
I mifinformed him, be fo good, madam, as to direct him to their 
abode; at leaſt I dealt honeſtly with him. 

I learn from Berlin, that Voltaire has bid adieu to France for 
ever, and ſettled in the new reſidence of the muſes, under the 
Auguſtus, and at the ſame time the Mæcenas, of the North; but, 
it muſt be confeſſed, he has ſhewn more than. poetical art in the 
bargain he has made with that prince; for he has got the cham- 
berlain's golden key, the order of friendſhip, five thouſand crowns 
down, and as much a year for lite, two thouſand: of which. are 
ſettled upon his niece if ſhe ſurvives him. Thefe terms ſavour 5 
of one of the mountains of Peru, than of the hill of Parnaſſus. 
has already acted his Cicero there, by way of an appeal. from. 2 
poetical tribunal of France to that of Berlin, and your decree has been 
reverſed; but you have ſo many wits at Paris, that you will not miſs 
him. The very ladies ſupply the loſs of him. Madame de Graffi gny's 
pathetic play * is excellent in it's Kind, and I aſſure you madame 
du Boccage's + Milton has great merit. She has abridged it conſidera- 
bly, but with judgment ; and her tranſlation of Pope 8 Temple 
of fame is amazingly accurate. Good night, madam. 


— 


— — 


1 önmmñ DAMS 


LETTER LI. 


TO THE SAME. | | 
Bath, Nov. 5, O. S. 1750. 


UR laſt letters, madam, have croſſed each other. I received 

yours two days after I had ſent mine, ſo that my vindication 
was on the road at the fame time as my accuſation. This, there- 
fore, ſhall only contain my thanks for taking notice of my ſilence, 
which neither merited your regret nor your reproaches. 


*The comedy of Cenie, which was uncommonly well received at Paris, and might have been 
equally fo in London, if it had not been greatly altered for the worſe in the tranſlation under the 
title of Eugenia, 

+That amiable lady, whoſe poetical talents are ſufficiently known, was then juſt returned from 3 
trip ſhe had taken over England and Holland, accompanied by ber huſband, a gentleman of great 


4 \ That 


avant noel. II cherche les graces a Paris; je lui ai mande ou il les 
rrouveroit, {i vous croyez que je m'y ſuis trompe, ayez la bontè, ma- 
dame, de lui indiquer leur demeure, au- moins j'en ai agi de bonne 
foi avec lui. | 


France, et geſt etabli dans le nouveau ſéjour des muſes, ſous Au- 


auſſi, qu'il a montre plus que de art poetique dans le marche qu'il a 
fait avec ce prince; car il a la clef d'or de chambellan, l'ordre de 
Pamitie, cinq mille ecus d'entrce, et autant de rente viagere, dont deux 
mille, en cas de ſa mort, ſont ſubſtitutes ſur ſa niece. Ces condi- 
tions ſentent plus une des montagnes du Perou, que celle du Par- 
naſſe. II y a deja joue ſon Ciceron par appel, comme d'abus, du 
tribunal poetique de la France a celui de Berlin, et votre arret y a 
ete caſſè; mais vous avez tant de beaux eſprits à Paris, que vous 
ne vous reſſentirez pas de la perte de celui-ci. Les dames meme 
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figny eſt excellente *, dans ce gotit-1a, et le Milton de madame du 
Boccage a, je vous en aſſure, beaucoup de merite. Elle Va beau- 
coup abrege, mais avec jugement; et ſa traduction du Temple de 


( 


* 


madame. | a 


* m—— —_ 


— 


LET TIE II. 


A LA MEM. 


* 


A Bath, ce 5 Nov. V. S. 1) 50. 
OS dernieres lettres ſe ſont croiſèes, madame. J'ai regu la votre 
deux jours après avoir envoye la mienne; de fagon que ma 
Juſtification trottoit en mème tems que mon accuſation. Celle-ci ne 
ſera donc qu'un remerciment de Fattention que vous avez bien voulu 
faire à mon ſilence, qui ne meritoit pas vos regrets, ou vos reproches. 


knowledge and merit. Seven years after, ſhe took another journey to Italy, and ſtayed ſeveral 
months in Rome, where ſhe was received and careſſed by the late pope Lambertini aud his worthy 
friend cardinal Paſſionei, as ſhe had been in London by the judges of genius and wit, and in par- 
ticular by lord Cheſterfield, The intereſting account of her expedition, which was publiſhed by 
herlelf at Paris, was fince tranſlated into Engliſh, and printed at London in 1770. 
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Fapprends de Berlin que Voltaire a dit un adicu perpetuel a la 


guſte, et en meme tems le Mecene, du Nord; mais il faut avouer 


vous en dedommagent. La comedie pathetique de madame de Graf- 


la renommee de Pope eſt d'une exactitude Etonnante. Bon ſoir, 


f 
l 
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That bond of our intercourſe, that child, in ſhort, the object 
of thoſe expreſſions, which might appear ſuſpicious to any who 
ſhould have the curioſity to open our letters, will ſoon have the 
honor of paying his reſpects to you. He will ſtand in much 
greater need of your aſſiſtance, than if thoſe ſuſpicions were well 
grounded : ſuch a birth would have made full halt my care needleſs, 
I beg, .madam, you will ſupply this want by yours, and at leaft 
make him worthy of ſuch a birth, as would have made him 
more worthy of your care. You are able to do it, you who are 
capable of giving that to friendſhip, which others know not how 
to give but to more tender ſentiments. I really truſt to you alone, 
to make the fortune of that Heing which I commit to you; others 
will be civil to him, will ſay handſome things of him, but will 
not much trouble their heads about the reſt. He would re- 
main juſt what he is now; and at his age, if he does not get 
forward, he muſt go backward : but I am very ſure you will act 
quite otherwiſe. You will tell him of his faults with that authority, 
which always accompanies the juſtneſs of your remarks, and the 
manner of your delivering them. He muſt needs be aukward 
and ſhy. Germany does not give the graces, and Italy but little 
more. They are only to be acquired in the good companies of 
Paris; therefore you muſt not only permit but command him to 
frequent your houſe in the evening, whenever it ſuits you to 
admit him, and, to get rid of him yourſelf ſometimes, thruſt him 
into other companies ; this will be putting a very pleaſing, and a 
very advantageous, conſtraint upon him. He certainly has a great 
fund of learning; whether he has wit I know not, but this I 
know, that if he has, you will put the finiſhing hand to his ac- 
compliſnments, by giving him the carriage and the graces, that 
are an ornament to the beſt characters, and in ſome meaſure atone 
for the defects of the worſt. In the common run of the world, 
how many people do we ſee, who only make their way under 
favour of their manner, whilſt others, with great and ſolid merit, 
never can advance without that ſame addreſs! Mere learning wall 
not do it; it is the je ne ſais quoi that ſets it off; none but ſavages 
Wear jewels in the rough. | | 
1 Aden 


1 
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Ce lien de notre commerce, cet enfant enfin, VYobjet qui a donné 
lieu aux termes, qui pourroient Etre ſuſpects aux curieux qui ouvri- 


roient nos lettres, aura bientot Yhonneur de vous faire fa cour. II 


aura bien plus beſoin de votre ſecours, qu'il n'en auroit eu, Sil eùt 
6&te l'objet d'un ſoupcon bien fonde : une telle naiflance auroit rendu 
une bonne moitie de mes ſoins inutiles. Suppléez, madame, a ce 
defant par les votres, et rendez le au moins digne d'une naiſſance, 
qui Tauroit rendu plus digne de vos ſoins. Vous le pouvez, vous 
qui Etes capable de donner a Vamitie, ce que les autres ne ſavent 
donner qua des ſentimens plus vifs. Reellement je compte ſur vous 
uniquement, pour faire la fortune de cet &re que je vous remets; 
les autres lui feront des politeſſes, m'en diront du bien, mais ſe ſou- 
cieront très- peu au fond du reſte. Il en ſeroit preciſement ou il en 
eſt actuellement, et a cet age, Cceſt reculer que de ne pas avancer: 
mais je ſuis bien ſtir que vous en agirez d'une toute autre fagon. 
Vous lui direz ſes defauts avec cette autorite, qui accompagne toujours 
la juſteſſe de votre critique, et la mamere avec laquelle vous la ferez. 
Il faut neceflairement qwil ſoit gauche, et embaraſſe. L' Allemagne 
ne donne pas les graces, et IItalie ne les donne gueères plus. 
Ce n'eſt que dans les bonnes compagnies a Paris qu'on les peut ac- 
querir : permettez lui donc, non ſeulement, mais ordonnez lui de 
frequenter votre maiſon les ſoirèes, Ceſt-a-dire quand il n'y ſera pas 
de trop, et pour vous en ſoulager quelquefois, fourrez le dans d autres 
compagnies; ce ſera une contrainte bien douce, et bien avantageuſe 


pour lui. Il a furement un tres-grand fond de ſavoir; je ne ſais 


Sil a de Peſprit, mais je ſais bien que Sil en a, vous mettrez le com- 
ble a ſon caractere en lui donnant les manières, et les graces, qui 


ornent les meilleurs caracteres, et qui expient en quelque facon les 


fautes des plus mauvais. Dans le train ordinaire du monde, com- 
bien de gens ne voyons-nous pas, qui ne ſe ſauvent qu'en faveur 
de leurs manieres, et dautres qui, avec un mérite tres-ſolide,, ne ſe 
font pas jour, faute de ces manieres. On a beau ſavoir, Ceſt le je ne 


ſais quoi, qui le fait valoir; il n'y a que les ſauvages qui portent 
les pierres precieuſes brutes. 


Adieu, 
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Adieu, madam; I ſhall leave this place in three days, and the 
next news you have from your humble ſervant will be from 
London. 


LE TT N LI 
TO TE SAME. 


London, Dec. 7, O. S. 1750. 


He W flattering would your accuſations of wit, cleverneſs, and 
perſpicuity be, madam, if they were but well grounded! 
If that were the caſe, I ſhould gladly plead guilty, and ſhould 
make no defence, for fear of being acquitted; but what alarms me is, 
your menaces in.conſequence of my ſuppoſed crimes. You will alter 
the ftyle of your letters -—- do not for God's ſake, it would be too 
great a loſs to us both. Domt go and take up the faſhionable wit, 
but be content with your own, which I can aſſure you will never 
go out of faſhion. Carats are now the taſte, becauſe they come 
cheap, and are ſet in a thouſand whimſical forms; but they never 
could baniſh the faſhion of good large diamonds, which their own 
intrinſic value has ſupported hitherto, and will always ſupport. 
However, if you are determined to exchange your own for modern 
wit, I beg it as a favoyr that you will give your old to your 
pupil. If he has any himſelf, he will be well ſatisfied with yours; 
and it he has none, let others take the trouble of infuſing 
theirs; you would loſe your labour, and he would not think him- 
ſelf obliged to you. 
You ſay very right, that we muſt be what we are; and this is 
ſo true, that do what we will, we ſhall always remain ſo in the 
main; the materials will ſtill be the ſame. The workmanſhip 
may be varied, we may ſhape it into new forms, but when we 
Have done all, if it is lead, it will {till be lead; and if we attempt to 
give it the brilliancy of gold, we make it appear ridiculous ; that 
ponderous matter will not admit of it. As for external manners, 
ſociability and politeneſs, I believe they may be acquired by uſe, 
if 
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Adieu, madame, je pars d'ici en trois jours; et ce ſera de Lon | 
dres que vous aurez les premieres nouvelles de votre tres-humble. 


ſerviteur. 


L. E. T T RE LIII.. 


5 
A” LA MH ME. 


A Londres, ce 7 Dec. V. S. 1750. 
UE vos accuſations deſprit, d habiletè, et de nettete ſeroient 


flatteuſes, madame, ſi elles etoient fondees! En ce. cas-la, . 
je paſſerois volontiers -condannation, et je ne m'en defendrois point, 
de peur d etre abſous; mais ce ſont les menaces que vous me faites, 

en conſequence de mes crimes ſuppoſes, . qui m'allarment. Vous 


voulez. changer. le ſtyle et le ton de vos lettres — au nom 
de Dieu n'y changez rien, nous y perdrions trop tous les deux. 


N'allez pas prendre Veſprit a la mode, mais contentez vous de celui 
que vous avez, et dont je vous aſſure que la mode ne paſſera jamais. 


Les carats ſont, il eſt vrai, a la mode, Ceſt qu'ils ne coutent pas 


beaucoup, et on les met en mille figures fantaſtiques, mais ils 
mont pu bannir la mode. des bons gros diamans, que leur valeur 
intrinſeque a ſoutenus juſqu'ici, et ſoutiendra toujours: mais en 
tout cas, ſi vous voulez changer votre eſprit, pour prendre celui 
de la nouvelle fabrique, je vous demande en grace de vouloir bien 
donner votre vieux à votre eleve. S'il en a lui-meme, il ſe conten- 


tera bien du votre, . et- sil wen a pas, laiſſez aux autres le: ſoin de 


lui en donner du leur; vous y perdriez vos. Peines, et il ne vous en 


tiendroit pas compte. 


Vous avez bien raiſon-de dire: quil faut ètre ce quon eſt; cela eſt 
fi vrai que, quelque choſe que Yon faſſe, on le ſera toujours. au fond, 
la matiere reſtera toujours la mEme. . On en peut varier la fagon, . 
et y donner quelques nouveaux contours:; mais, on a beau faire, 
ſi ꝰeſt du plomb, ce ne ſera que du plomb4 vouloir. lui donner le 
brillant de Tor, Ceſt lui. donner un ridicule, ., cette lourde matiere : 


n'en eſt pas ſuſceptible. Pour les manieres exterieures, le. liant, 
la politefle, je crois qu'on les peut acquerir par uſage; pourvu, 
qui 


D 
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if there be but a certain. fund of common ſenſe; ſince we fo fre- 


quently ſee them conceal, nay ſometimes adorn, little minds and 


great defects: at leaſt you will carry your pupil to the beſt 


ichools for learning them. Introduced by you, he muſt be a moſt 


incorrigible dunce if he does not learn them. I reckon, in a fort- 


night, he will have the honor of paying his court to you, as he is 
actually upon the road from Provence to Paris. 

I have been trying for theſe two years to get ſome of thoſe large 
Iriſh dogs, but the breed is grown extremely ſcarce, by the ex- 
tinction of their enemies the wolves. I had two ſent me half a year 
ago, which I intended for the prince of Conti, but I diſcovered 
there was a mixture of the Daniſh breed, which made them clum- 
ſy, ſo I ſent them back again. I expect ſome ſoon of the right 
ſort, and ſhall do myſelf the honor to ſend them over immediately 
to his highneſs. In the mean time I beg you will ſend orders to 
ſomebody at Calais to receive them, and let me know who I am 
to direct them to. I ſhall always be glad to be of any ſervice to a 
prince of his merit. 


2 8 


— EIS 


11 


Lr 


TO THE SAME. 


T laſt, madam, Here is your future pupil, whom I have the 
honor to preſent to you. I do not very well know what ſort 
of a preſent I make you. I only know that, whatever he may be 
now, you Have it in your power to make him what he ought to 
be for the future. Some examples there are, which are more 
inſtructive than all the precepts in the world. As you are deter- 


mined to have no boys of your own, I intreat you to adopt mine, 


at leaſt for a while. Adoption is of far greater conſequence than 
the bringing of children into the world, which is ſaid to be all a 
chance. I have no ambitious views for your pupil; I do not wiſh 
him to conquer provinces, but only to win hearts, to be polite and 

| amiable 
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qui l y ait un certain fond de ſens commun, puisquon les voit fi 
ſouvent couvrir, et mème quelquefois orner de petits eſprits, et 
de grands defauts : au moins vous menerez votre elève aux bonnes 
ecoles pour les apprendre. Introduit par vous, il faut quwiil ſoit 
une bete des plus indociles, sil ne les apprend pas. je compte 
qu'en quinze jours dici il aura Thonneur de vous faire ſa cour, 
«tant actuellement ſur la route de Provence à Paris. 

Il y a deux ans que Je tache d'avoir de ces gros chiens dIflande, 
dont la race y eſt devenue extremement rare, par Pextinction de 
leurs ennemis les loups. On men envoya deux il y a fix mois, 
que je deſtinois pour monſieur le prince du Conti, mais je decouvris 
qu'il y avoit un melange de Danois, qui les avoit (paiſſis, de ſorte 
que je les renvoyai. Pen attends bientòt des veritables, que jaurai 
Ihonneur d'envoyer dabord a ſon alteſſe; en attendant, je vous 


prie d envoyer vos ordres a quelqu'un à Calais pour les recevoir, et 


faites moi ſavoir a qui je les y dois addreſſer. Je ſerai- toujours 
charme de pRunir. etre bon a quelgue. choſe a un prince de ce 
merite. 


_— 


— 


L E TT R E LIV. 


A LA MEME. 
\ | | 

OICI Ala fin, madame, votre futur eleve, que Jai Phonneur 
de vous preſenter : jignore pourtant aſſez quel preſent je 
vous fais, je ſais ſeulement que, quelqwil puiſſe ètre actuellement, 
il ne tiendra qu'a vous de le rendre bien preſentable a Tavenir. II 
ya de certains exemples qui ſont plus inſtructifs que tous les pre- 


ceptes du monde. Comme vous avez pris la reſolution de ne pas 
faire des garcons vous mème, adoptez pour quelque tems au moins, 
je vous en ſupplie, celui-ci ; Vadoption eſt cent fois plus importante 


que la fagon, qui neſt à ce qu'on dit que fortuite. Je Wai pas des 
vues ambitieuſes pour votre eleve ; je ne demande pas qu'il gagne 


des provinces, je ſouhaite ſeulement qu'il gagne des coeurs, quwiil 
Vol. II. * ſoit 


162 LORD CHESTERPIELD'S LETTERS 
amiable, to have the fentiments ard deportment of a man of 
faſhion, that is, that your may adopt him, and that I may call him 
the little Stanhope. Very ſeriouſly, madam, no indulgence, I 
beſeech you, no compliments on your part; but aſſume that au- 
thority with him, which is the leaſt of your claims, in virtue of the 
friendſhip you are pleaſed to honor me with. Let him be abſo- 
lutely under your government; it will be both a profitable and 
a delighttul ſlavery. | 


LETTER IV. 
T O THE SAME. 


b Jan. 2, O. S. 1752, 


I Am heartily 824 10 you are ſo well pleaſed with our 
child, as you condeſcend to call him; for my part I am very 
well ſatisfied, as long as you tell me the materials are good : Paris, 
under your auſpices and your direction, will do the reſt. I will 
not tell you what he ſays of you; your panegyric is not quite ſo 
well drawn up as Pliny's, but it ſeems to flow more from the 
heart. He has a deep ſenſe of your favours, and I ſee he knows 
the value of them, for he earneſtly recommends it to me, to beg 
that you will be kind enough to tell him freely of his ſmalleſt failings. 
You aſk me whether I intend to truſt him to his own diſcretion 
at Paris; I anfwer I do, for his governor, who is a man I can rely 
upon, aſſures me there is not the leaſt danger, as he ſeems to have 
no vicious inclinations. Where that is the caſe, I think it is beſt 
for a young man to be early accuſtomed to ſhift for himſelf, and 
nat to reſt upon another. Beſides, I have neyer found that a gover- 
nor facilitated his pupil's admiſſion into good company, but have 
often obſerved that he was a hindrance to it. A young man is 
tolerated in many a company, where he would not be ſuffered to 
appear, if he was always attended by a grave and moroſe governor. 
Beſides, I have ſo many ſpies over him at Paris, that I cannot poſ- 
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doit! poli, aimable et quil alt les fentimens, et les manjeres dun 


honnkte homme, Ceſtra-dire, que vous Tadoptiez, et que je puiſſ 
rappeller le petit Stanhope. Tres ſerieuſement, madaqhe, paint de 


menagemens, point de politefſes de votre part, mais prenez avec 
lui ce ton MCautorite,.  auquel. VYamitie dont vous mhonorez eſt le 
moindre de vos droits: gouvernez le deſpotiquement, un tel eſcla- 
vage lui ſera auſſi utile qu*agreabte. | 


LETTRE LY. 
aa MEMRE. 


p | A Londres, 7 Janvier, V. 8. 1751. 
E ſuis charme, madame, que vous ſoyez fi contente de notre en- 
fant, comme vous voulez bien Vappeller; pour moi je ſuis content, 
des que vous croyez quil eſt du bois dont on en fait. Paris, ſous vos 
auſpices, et vos ordres, fera le reſte. Je ne vous dirai pas ce qu'il m'a 
ecrit ſur votre ſujet ; votre panegirique n'y eſt pas tout-à- fait fi bien 
tourne que celui de Pline, mais il me paroit partir plus du coeur. 
Il eſt penetre de vos bontes, et je vois qu'il en connoit tout le prix, 
car il me recommande inſtamment de vous ſupplier de vouloir 
bien lui dire naturellement juſqu'a ſes moindres defauts. Vous 
me demandez, ſi je compte de le laiſſer a Paris ſur ſa bonne foi; 
je vous reponds qu'oui, et je vous en donnerai mes raiſons. Son 
gouverneur, auquel je puis me fier, m'aſſure qu'il n'y a pas le moin- 

dre riſque. Cela étant, nous voila en quelque facon a Tabri des 
grands ecueils de la jeuneſſe; et pour le reſte, je crois qu'il | 
qu'un jeune homme gaccoutume de bonne heure a ſe tirer affaire, 
et a ne pas Yappuyer ſur un autre: d'ailleurs, je Wai jamais vu qu'un 
gouverneur facilitat a ſon eleve Ventree dans les bonnes compagnies ; 
mais, au contraire, j'ai ſouvent viz quiils la leur fermoient. En 
effet, on tolere bien un jeune homme dans des compagnies, - ou on 
ne le ſouffriroit pas Sil etoit toujours accompagne d'un gouverneur 
ſerieux, et rebarbaratif. De plus, j'ai tant de ſurveillans ſur lui 
S itn; e WER 


- 


ſibly be ignorant of his conduct for a fortnight together, and he 
knows very well that the moment 1 hear of his going aſtray, I 
mal ſend for him _—_ | | 


| LETTER LI. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 24, O. S. 1757. 


Vun not repenting your n madam, is a very flattering 
teſtimony to your adopted ſon; for his part, I ſee he knows 

the value of it; he is ſo proud of it, that I ſuſpect him of being 
| ready to 'throw up my name and take yours, according to the an- 
) tient rules of adoption. As to me, I conſent; it behoves you to be 
upon your guard. I think he is in the right not to acknowledge 

you as his governefs, as that appellation carries along with it a 

notion of age and moroſeneſs, whereas the powers which ſuch a 

temper as yours gives to a mother, who is ſo by adoption, are far 

more extenſive, and more reſpected, than even thoſe of nature. 

They are obeyed with delight, and confequentty with profit. 1 

have writ to him to day, upon what you whiſpered in my ear yeſter- 

day, but in ſuch a manner, that he cannot have the leaſt ſuſpicion 

of its coming from you*, I recommended to him, amongſt other 

things, univerſal politeneſs, and an attention to every body, without 

giving the leaſt hint as if I knew that he was wanting in either, 

I enlarge upon it, and adviſe him to conſult you. Be ſo good then, 

madam, as to inculcate that general politeneſs, which every well-bred 

man ought to have; for I am fure what you fay to him will make 

more impreſſion than all I could fay, and ſo it oũght. It is true, 

the manners of the world are not to be acquired in a day, ſome time 

muſt be allowed, but at leaſt it is much fooner acquired when under 

ſuch directions as you are able to give. The polite circles, to which you 

have introduced nn cannot fail of en g him the addreſs and the 
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* + That letter is wanting in the colle Qion publiſhed by Mrs, Stanhope. 
I manners 
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à Paris, qu'il eſt impoſſible que Jignore ſa conduite quinze jours 


de ſuite, et il ſait eee Premier "Faux. Pas, Je le 1 
revenir. | | 


LETTRE LVII. 
a LA MEME. 


A Loans 24 Janv. V. S. 1751. 

* ST un temoignage bien flatteur pour votre fils adoptif, que 

vous ne vous repentiez pas, madame, de ſon adoption ; pour 
lui, je vois qu'il en connoit tout le prix; il sen fait tant dhonneur, 
que je le ſoupœonne de vouloir renoncer x mon nom, pour prendre le 
votre, ſelon les anciennes regles de adoption. Pour moi j'y conſens, 
Ceſt à vous A<tre ſur vos gardes là deſſus. Je trouve qu'il a raiſon 
de ne vous pas reconnoitre en titre de gouvernante, les idées Wage et 


de mauvaiſe humeur tant inſtparablement attach&es a ce caractère; 


au lieu que les pouvoirs que donne à une mere d' adoption, un eſ- 
prit et un caractere comme le votre, ſont bien plus etendus, et plus 
IR meme, que ceux de la nature. On y ob<it avec plaiſir, 

et par conſequent avec fruit. Je lui ai ᷑crit aujourdhui ſur le mot 
a Ioreille que vous mavez dit hier; mais dune fagon qu il eſt impoſſi- 
ble qu'il vous en ſoupconne le moins du monde *. Je lui conſeille, 
entre autres choſes, une politeſſe et des attentions univerſelles pour 
tout le monde, ſans faire le moindre ſemblant de ſavoir qu'il en 
manque. Je m' ëtends 1a deſſus, et je lui recommande de vous con- 
ſulter. Ayez donc la bonte, madame, de lui inculquer cette poli- 
teſſe generale, que doit avoir tout honn&te homme; car je ſuis ſur 
que ce que vous lui direz fera plus d'imprefſion far ſon efprit, que 


tout ce que je pourrois lui dire, et il a raiſon. L'uſage du monde 


ne Yacquiert pas dans un jour, il eſt vrai, il y faut meme du tems, 
mais au moins il Sacquiert bien plutòt quand il eſt accompagne de- 
conſeils tels que les votres. Les bonnes maiſons, ou vous Vavez place, 
lui donneront néceſſairement les uſages, et les manieres du beau 

monde, 
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manners of the beau monde, With vegatd' to learning, the teſti. 
ow of aur abbe Sallier, which you ſent me, does him great honor; 
I join my wiſhes to his, or rather, it would be the ſummit of mine, 
to ſee him think as you do. I beg, madam, you will tell our abbe, 
from me, all I ought to ſay myſelf, upon his attentions, civilities, and 
friendſhip; it will give him more pleaſure, and do me more honor, 
than if I were to put. him to the charge of poſtage, and not do it 


half ſo well. 


LETTER LVII. 


TO THE SAME. 

| 14655 | London, Feb, 7, O. S. 1751. 
8 you vill have it your pupil has talents; I do not pretend to 
+ diſpute it, for I really believe he has; but if they are not ſet off 
by good breeding, politeneſs, attentions, and all thoſe little external 
graces which are ſo pleaſing, and fo neceffary, they become in a 
manner uſeleſs, and no great advantage will accrue to the owner. 
A man of merit and learning will meet with reſpect and efteem, 
but that is not enough; the buſineſs is to pleaſe, and there is no 
Pleaſing without being agreeable and graceful. This is what I re- 
peat to him in all my letters: he ſeems to be thoroughly convinced 
of it, he has the beſt of models daily before his eyes, for I believe 
he hardly paſſes a day without ſeeing you; and if, after all this, he 
is not an accompliſhed young man, he muſt be ſtrangely out of luck, 
Pray, madam, tell me freely, do you find him improved fince he 1s 
at Paris? Does he grow a little more of the gentleman? Has Marcel 
given him a better carriage? And does he begin to take a tincture 
of the good companies that have done him the favour to admit him, 
and to bear with him? If he has gained ground, he will advance 
more and more; but if he be till juſt as he was when he firſt came 
to Paris, I ſhalt deſpair, notwithſtanding all the pains you take. He 


Places ſo much confidence in you, that what you fay will have a 
thouſand 


* 


— 


4. 
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de notre abe Sallier lui eſt bien glorieux; je joins mes vœux aux 
ſiens, ou pour mieux dire, ce ſeroit le comble des miens, de le 
voir penſer comme vous. Je vous ſupplie, madame, de dire A 


notre abbe de ma part, tout ce que je devrois lui dire moi-m&me, 


ſur ſes attentions, {a politeſſe, ſon. amitie : il en aura plus de plaiſir, 
et jen aurai plas dhonneur, que ſi je lui faiſois _ le port Tune 
lettre GI lui dire beaucoup moins bien. * 


L ET TAE EVI. 
1 1 4 10 1. 


e 7 Fer. V. 8. 175. 
Vo 8 voulez abſolument que votre elève alt du fond; je le veux 
bien, et je le crois meme; mais ſi ce fond n'eſt pas ornè par 
les manieres,, la politeſſe, les attentions, et toutes ces petites graces” 
exterieures, qui ſont fi aimables, et fi necefſaires, il devient aſſez inu- 
tile, et ne rendra gueres au proprictaire. 
On ſe fait reſpecter et eſtimer par un fond de merite, et'd'trudi-- 
tion; mais cela ne ſuffit pas, il faut plaire, et on ne plait que par 
les agremens et les graces. Ceſt le langage que je lui tiens dans 


toutes mes lettre-; il me paroit en ſentir tout le vrai, il a tous les- 


jours devant les yeux le meilleur modele, car je crois qu'il ne man- 
que gueres un jour de vous voir, et fi à la fin, avec tout cela, il ne ſe 
forme point, meme malgre lui, il faut qu'il joue d'un furieux mal-- 
heur. Dites-moi naturellement, madame, je vous en prie, lui trou- 
vez · vous du mieux à cet &gard depuis qu'il eſt à Paris? Se fait - il peu- 
a- peu? Marcel lui a-t-il donne un peu meilleur air? et commence- 
t-il à prendre la couleur de ces bonnes compagnies, qui ont bien 
voulu le recevoir et le tolerer.?: Sil a gagnè du terrein, il avancera 
toujours; mais sil en eſt encore preciſement là ou il en etoit a ſon 
arrivce à Paris, jen deſeſpererai, nonobſtant tous vos ſoins. Il a un 
Kh telle 
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thouſand times more effect upon him, than all my leſſons. He doats + 


on you, almoſt to adoration, and you may well imagine I encourage 


that diſpoſition; ſo don't be ſo gentle with him, but reprove him 
for the leaſt thing you ſee amiſs. As to the little ſecret he has en- 


truſted you with, relative to his expences, I muſt tell you I had left 


him at full liberty upon that article, with orders to draw upon me 
freely, for whatever was neceſſary, or even decent; but, ſince he 
chuſes rather to be at a certainty, and that you are of the ſame 


opinion, to accuſtom him to a certain regularity in his expences, I 


have no objection to it, upon condition that you will name the ſum 
that you think will be neceflary. For inſtance, ſhall I allow him a 
thouſand, fifteen hundred, or two thouſand livres a month? As, on 
the one hand, I would not have him launch out into needleſs and 
frivolous expences; ſo, on the other, I would not have him be in 
want of money to make a creditable figure. If you rate his ex- 


pences, for inſtance, at fifteen hundred livres a month, I would not, 
between you and me, be underſtood to mean that he ſhould never 


exceed that ſum, in a caſe of neceſſity; for I would not, out of an 
ill-judged parſimony, deprive him of the real advantages arifing 
from a certain freedom in his expences. Do me the favour, madam, 
to tell me what you think his ſtated allowance ſhould be, and he 
ſhall have it, with this proviſo, that we ſhall not fall out for a little 
more now and then. 

The abbe de la Ville's letter i is certainly very flattering for n me; [ 
have loved him, though an enemy, and as ſuch I eſteemed him 


enough to fear him; but ſince we have been allowed to be friends, 


I have retained the ſame ſentiments for him, refined from that allay 
which is inſeparable from fear. I beg, madam, you will preſent 


my beſt compliments to him when you ſee him. I hope his merit 


and talents will be as well rewarded as they are known, in the 
country from whence he dates his letter. To conclude, aſk yourſelf 
what I ought to be to you ; and be aſſured, madam, that I am fo. 


LETTER 
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telle confiance en vous, que tout ce que vous lui direz fera cent fois 
plus d' effet ſur lui, que toutes mes legons ; cela va preſque à Yado- 
ration, et vous jugez bien que j encourage cette diſpoſition. N'y allez 
donc plus ſi doucement, et ne lui paſſez pas la moindre choſe. Par 
rapport a la petite confidence qu'il vous a faite au ſujet de ſa depenſe, 
je vous dirai que je lui avois donnè carte blanche ſur cet article, avec 
ordre de ne me pas menager, en tout ce qui ſeroit neceſſaire, ou meme 
decent; mais puiſqu'il aime mieux ſavoir a quoi Sen tenir, et que 
vous tes auſſi de ſon avis, pour Taccoutumer a une ſorte de regle 
dans ſa depenſe, je le veux bien, à condition que. vous fixiez la 
ſomme neceffaire, par mois. Par exemple, voulez-vous mille, 
quinze cens, ou deux mille francs par mois? D'un cd6te, je ne 
voudrois pas lui fournir pour une depenſe inutile et frivole, et de 
Vautre, je ne voudrois pas qu'il manquat d' argent pour faire une de- 
penſe honorable ; ſi vous fixez, par exemple, ſa depenſe en gros A 
quinze cens livres par mois, je n'entends pas, entre nous, qu'en cas 
de beſoin il waille pas au dela ; car je ne veux point, par une epargne 
deplacee, le priver d aucun des avantages reels qui accompagnent 
une certaine depenſe honnete : ayez la bonte donc, madame, de me 
dire la ſomme que vous jugez a propos que je lui nomme, bien en- 
tendu toujours, que nous ne nous brouillerons pas ſur un petit 
excedent de tems en tems. | 

La lettre de Vabbe de la Ville eſt afſurement bien flatteuſe pour 
moi; je Tai aime quoiqu'ennemi, et comme tel, je Pai eſtime aſſez 
pour le craindre; mais depuis qu'il nous a été permis d'&tre bons 
amis, j'ai conſerve pour lui les memes ſentimens, epures de cet alliage, 
qu'y met toujours la crainte. Faites-lui, je vous en ſupplie, ma- 
dame, mille complimens de ma part quand vous le verrez. PFeſ- 
pere que dans le pais d'ou il datte fa lettre, ſon mérite et ſes talens 
ſont auſſi bien recompenſes, qu'ils y doivent etre connus : pour finir, 
demandez vous a vous-meme ce que je vous dois _e, et ſoyez e 
ſuadee, madame, que je le ſuis, 
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5 | LETTER LVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Feb. 25, O. S. 1751. 


'OBODY in the world, beſides yourſelf, knows how to combine 
the true and ſolid duties with the ornamentals of friendſhip, 
Others, from ſelfiſh motives, too often ſacrifice the former to the 
latter; they ſuppreſs what they ought to ſay, for fear of ſaving what 
will diſpleaſe, though it be ever ſo neceſſary it ſhould be known. 
You, madam, on the contrary, acquit yourtelt of the true duties of 
friendſhip, by unfolding the truth, be it ever ſo unpalatable, rather 
than ſuffer your friend to remain ignorant of an evil, which, perhaps, 
5 may be remedied now, but, in a ſhort time, might become incurable. 
In the picture you have ſent me, which I am certain is very like the 
original, there are ſome ſtrokes that ſhock me exceedingly, and quite 
| disfigure the whole, though ſome of the features are good. I am 
1 ſadly afraid it will be a hard matter to mend the original, ſince you 
* have hitherto loſt your labour, and I have laboured inceſſantly at 
it for theſe three years, and as it appears without ſucceſs. I again 
| ſend him a very ſtrong letter on that ſubject, by this poſt®, and, as 
| I would not have you appear in it, or ſet him againſt you, which 
would be loſing the only remedy I have any hopes from, I tell him, 
tumat at the ſame time” as I feceved a letter from you, which was 
| much to his credit, I received a very different account of him from a 
Friend at Paris; and then I pretend to ſend him an extract of that 
friend's letter, which contains his own picture, drawn from the hints 
you have given me; and I conclude with the ſtrongeſt remonſtrances, 
which I am ſure he will not ſhew. you. The better to put him 
upon a wrong ſcent, and to enable you to ſpeak more ſtrongly to 
him upon the ſubject, I tell him I have ſent you a copy of that 
picture, that you may tell me fincerely. whether it 1s like or not. 


* There is no letter of this date in the collection juſt mentioned; that which comes neareſt to it, 
as containing an extract of a letter received from an unpartial and diſcerning friend, is dated three 
weeks before, viz. February 4, O. S. but it differs in many particulars, 
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LETT RE Lv, 


A LA MEM E. 


A Londres, ce 25 Fev. V. S. 1751. 


L n'y a que vous au monde qui ſachiez combiner les vrais et ſolides 
devoirs, avec tous les agremens de Vamitie ; les autres ſacrifient, 


trop ſouvent, par des mouvemens q amour propre, les premiers aux 


derniers, ils ſuppriment ce quis devroient dire, pour ne pas dire 
ce qui deplaira, quelque neceffaire qu'il ſoit qu'on le ſache. Vous, 
madame, au contraire, vous vous acquitez des vrais devoirs de !- 

tic, en decouvrant la verite, quelque deſagreable qu'elle puiſſe 
etre, platdt que de laifler ignorer un mal, auquel peut-ttre on peut 
trouver du remede a preſent, mais qui, en peu de tems, Pourroit 
devenir incurable. II y a, dans le portrait que vous m' avez envoyè, 
et qui, je ſuis bien ſùr, eſt fort reſſemblant, des traits qui me cho- 
quent infiniment, et qui defigurent tout-a-fait Yafſemblage, malgre 
Vautres bons traits qui $'y trouvent. Je crains meme qu'il ne ſoit 
bien difficile de corriger original, puiſque juſqu'ici vous y avez 
perdu vos peines, et que, depuis trois ans, j'y ai travaille ſans relache, 


et comme il paroit ſans. ſucces. Je lui envoye encore par cette 


poſte une lettre, mais des plus fortes, ſur ce ſujet : et pour ne 
vous pas commettre avec lui, et le refroidir a votre cegard, ce qui 
ſeroit perdre Vunique remede que j eſpère, je lui dis qu'en meme 


tems que je requs, de votre part, une lettre qui lui ctoit tres-favo- 


rable, Jen recus une autre d'un de mes amis a Paris, ſur ſon ſujet, 
tune nature bien differente, dont je fais ſemblant de lui envoyer 
Pextrait ; après cela je lui fais ſon portrait, ſur les memuoires que vous 


m'avez fournis, et je finis par des remontrances les plus fortes, 


qu'il raura garde, je crois, de vous montrer. Pour le depaiſer en- 
core plus, et pour vous mettre en tat de lui parler encore Plus 
fortement ſur ces maticres, je lui dis que je vous ai envoyè en 
meme tems copie de ce portrait, pour que vous me diſiez veritable- 
ment s'il lui reſſemble ou non. Ayez donc la bonte, madame, de 
lui dire que vous avez regu une telle lettre de ma part, et que yous 

2 2 . vous 
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Be ſo good then, madam, as to tell him you have received ſuch a 
letter from me, and that you are greatly at a loſs how to anſwer it; 
that you ſee I am exaſperated at the bare ſuſpicion that the picture 
may be like him; what would it be if you were to confirm it? This 
will frighten him out of his wits, and at the ſame time furnith you 
with a fair opportunity of expoſtulating with him, under pretence 
of being loth to expoſe him to me. And, indeed, he is undone if 
he does not thoroughly mend his manners, and break himſelf of 
that propenſity to diſapprove every thing, of that inclination to diſ- 
pute with ſharpneſs, and to ſupport his own opinion in a peremptory 
manner. He may have good ſenſe, he may have ſomething good 
in him if you will, it is a good foil; but you know better than I, it 
is a ſoil that will yield very little, if it be not cultivated by good 
breeding, gentleneſs of manners, a gracetul deportment, a pleafing 
addreſs, in ſhort, by all that diſtinguiſhes the gentleman. Indeed 
he is {till young; but then, conſider that for this year and a half, he 
has frequented the very beſt companies in Italy, and even ſince he 
is at Paris, he ought to have improved, conſidering what good com- 
pany he has kept for above theſe two months, not to mention your 
precepts and example. Nothwithſtanding all this, you own, and I 
am ſure you make the belt of it, that his progreſs is very flow; that 
is to ſay, that he has made none at all. This makes me almoſt 
deſpair, and if I expect any remedy, it is from you. With regard 

to you, at leaſt, he thinks as he ought, and therefore he muſt wiſh 
to think like you in every thing elſe. To ingratiate you ſtill more 
with him, if poſſible, I tell him it is at your ſolicitation that I have 
at laſt brought myſelf to fix the ſum he ſhould ſpend monthly, 

which he had ſo often wiſhed I would do, that I think fifteen hundred 
livres a month a very handſome allowance, but that, however, we 
ſhall not fall out, if he ſhould occaſionally go as far as two thouſand; 
provided, as you adviſed me, he does not, on that account, aſſume 
an air of ſuperiority, or ſhew any contempt for thoſe who may have 
leſs. After all theſe precautions, you have nothing to fear, and 
necd not ſpare him. Tell him freely what you ſee amiſs in him; 
as it comes from you, he will liſten patiently and attentively. His 

fortune is abſolutely in your hands; and, if he mends, it will be 
2 entirely 
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vous trouvez extremement embarafiee fur ce que vous me devez 


repondre ; que vous voyez bien que je ſuis outrè meme du ſoup- 
con que ce portrait lui reſſemble : que ſeroit-ce donc fi vous alliez 
conftater cette reflemblance ? Ceci hai donnera Pallarme bien chaude, 
et en meme tems vous fournira une occaſion, non ſuſpecte, de lui 
dire les choſes du monde les plus fortes, ſous pretexte de menagemens 
pour lui vis-a-vis de moi. En effet, il eſt perdu Si ne ſe corrige 
pas foncierement de ces mauvaiſes manieres, de cette pente a deſap- 
prouver tout, et de ce penchant a diſputer avec aigreur et empire. 


Ou'il ait de Teſprit, qu'il ait du bon fi vous le voulez, ceft un bon 


fond; mais auſſi, vous ſavez mieux que moi que Ceſt un fond qui 


rapportera bien peu, Sil reſt pas cultive par les bonnes manières, 


la douceur, les graces, les agremens, enfin par tout ce qui vous 
diſtingue. Il eſt encore jeune, il eſt vrai; mais auſſi, depuis un an 
et demi, il a frequente tout ce qu'il y avoit de meilleure compagnie 


en Italie, et mème, depuis qu'il eſt à Paris, il auroit du s tre forme 


conſidèrablement, vu les bonnes compagnies qu'il y a frequentees 
depuis plus de deux mois, pour ne rien dire de vos preceptes, et de 
votre exemple. Avec tout cela, vous m' avouez, et je ſuis ſtir que 
vous mettez tout au mieux, que les progres ſont bien lents; C'eſt- 
a- dire qu'il ren a point fait du tout. Ceci me fait preſque deſeſperer, 
et je attends de remede, fi tant eſt que j'en attende, que de votre part. 
Sur votre ſujet, il penſe au moins comme il doit, et cela ètant, il doit 
naturellement ſouhaiter de penſer comme vous ſur tous les autres 


ſujets. Pour vous mettre auſſi encore mieux avec lui, sil eſt poſſi- 


ble, je lui ai mande que toit ſimplement à votre ſollicitation, que je 
m'etois à la fin portè a fixer la ſomme qu'il devoit dèpenſer par mois, 
et qu'il avoit ſi ſouvent ſouhaite, que je trouvois quinze cens francs 
par mois une ſomme treès-raiſonnable, mais que pourtant nous ne 
nous brouillerions pas, $'il prenoit, en cas de beſoin, juſquà deux 
mille; bien entendu toujours, comme vous me Pavez confeille, qu'il 
ne prit pas pour cela un ton de ſuperiorite, ou de mepris pour ceux 
qui n'en auroient point tant. Moyennant toutes ces circonſtances, 
vous n'avez rien a craindre en ne le pas menageant ; dites- lui libre- 
ment ſes verites, de votre part il les ecoutera patiemment ct avec at- 


tention ; ſa fortune eſt abſolument entre vos mains; Sil ſe corrige, ce 


Ig 
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entirely owing to you. Independent of all perſonal fondneſs, he 
has ſo long been the object of my tender ſolicitude, and I have ſo 
(et my heart upon making ſomething good of him, that it would- 
give me infinite concern ſhould I fail at laſt, which would certainly | 
be the caſe, if, with good natural underſtanding, and a great ſtock 
of knowledge, he ſhould want that * which is ſo requiſite 
to ſet them off. 

Forgive me, madam, theſe details; forgive the trouble I give you. 
I know you will, as I am convinced that your friendſhip knows no 
bounds : nor ſhall my gratitude have any, but ſhall continue to my 
lateſt breath. 


L E T iR I. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 11, O. S. 1751. 


EGGING your pardon, madam, it does not appear that 1 

have been too haſty, ſince you allow that my lectures have had 
ſome effect. With common people, and people of the age of your 
pupil, which are much alike, it is not amiſs to make things appear 
rather worſe than they are; and I muſt own I had made a caricature 
of the picture you ſent me, that he might ſee all his faults through 
a microſcope. I ſtill continue to preach upon the texts you have 
given me. I hope I do not preach to as little purpoſe as moſt other 
preachers. You can judge, and can beſt inform me, whether 1 
preach ſucceſsfully. Does he improve, does he catch the manners, 
the addreſs, the attentions, the graces of polite company ? Tell 
me, madam, I beg of you, whether he keeps: good company, whe- 
ther the connections he has formed with perſons of his own age 
are good ones, and what houſes he frequents moſt. I make no 
apology for all theſe impertinent queſtions, it is much too late, 
and you are uſed to them. 
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1 
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ne ſera que par vous. Independamment de toute tendreſſe perſon- 
nelle, il a &te fi longtems objet de mes ſoins, et je me ſuis tant 
flatte den faire quelque choſe de bon, qu'il me ſeroit tres-chagri- 
nant d'echouer pres du port; et ce ſeroit preciſement le cas fi, avec un 
ford” Teſprit naturel, et beaucoup d acquis, il lui manquoit les ma- 
nieres fi neceffaires pour les faire valoir. Pardonnez-moi, madame, 
ces details, pardonnez-moi la peine que je vous donne. Je ſais 
que vous me le pardonnez, puiſque je ſais que votre amitiè n'a 
point de bornes; ma reconnoiffance n 'en aura point non plus, et ne 
finira qu' avec mes jours. 


LE TT RE LX. 


A LAM IN M . 


A Londres, 11 A, V. S. 1751. 


E vous en deplaiſe, madame, il ne Paroit pas que faye pris la 
mouche trop fort, puiſque vous convenez, en meme tems, que 
mes mercuriales ont fait quelque effet. Avec le peuple, et les gens 
de Tage de votre cleve, qui ſont tres-peuple, il faut charger les ob- 
jets un peu au dela du vrai, et je vous ayoue que Javois fait ur2 
caricatura du portrait que vous aviez envoyé, pour qu'il vit ſes 


dèfauts au microſcope. Je continue actuellement de prècher ſur les 


textes que vous mavez fournis. Jeſpere que je ne preche pas aufli 
inutilement que font la plupart des predicateurs. Vous pouvez juger, 
et me dire mieux que perſonne, fi je preche avec fruit. Se forme- 
til aux uſages, prend-t-il le ton, les manieres, les attentions; les 
graces ? Dites- moi, Je, vous en ſupplie, madame, 8711 frequente les 
bonnes compagnies, ſi les liaiſons qu'il a formees avec des gens de 
ſon age ſont bonnes, et quelles maiſons il hante le plus. Je ne vous 
fais point dexcuſes de toutes ces queſtions, impertinentes; ce ſeroit 
trop tard, et vous y etes accoutumce. fl 
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received them before the day of their date. I was perſuaded you 
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In our tragedy of Cato, Cato is aſked whether Czſar does not 
bluſh to do ſo and ſo ; Cato anſwers, 


Cxſar aſhum'd ? has he not ſeen Pharſalia ? 


Make the application of this to your humble ſervant. 

As you now and then flatter me by complaining of my ſilence, 
which you ought rather to thank me for, I will be beforehand with 
you this time, and account to you for ray not anſwering the honor 
of your laſt letter ſooner. You muſt know that having no further 
buſineſs with terreſtrial bodies, I have been amuſing myſelf with 
the celeſtial, and am now ſo familiar with the planets, that, if you 
choſe it, I ſhould be able to give you a ſupplement to Fontenelle's 
Plurality of Worlds. Do not imagine, however, that I preferred an 
intercourſe with the planets to a correſpondence with you; far 
from it, on the contrary, it was in order to eſtabliſh your ſtyle in 
this kingdom, by act of parliament. I had long obſerved that 
you dated your letters eleven days earlier than I did, and that ! 


mulſt be right, and I mentioned it to ſome aſtronomers, who told me 
it was certainly ſo, and that if I inquired of the ſun and moon, 
they would not deny it; that even a pope * had been of your opi- 
nion, near two undred years ago, and had introduced what is 
called the new ſtyle. As a good proteſtant, I would have nothing 
to do-with a pope; but I wanted to adopt your own ſtyle, the very 
beſt I know of. However, for the ſatisfaction of the public, who 
have not the honor of being acquainted with you as I am, I was 
obliged to enforce my opinion by ſome aſtronomical arguments. 
Hence I am become an aſtronomer, and it 1s a pleaſure to hear me 
talk of tropical years, luni-ſolar years, intercalary years, &c. but 
at laſt your ſtyle is eſtabliſhed here. Thus it is that the public is 
almoſt always ignorant of the true cauſes of events, for nobody 
ſuſpects your having any hand in this. 


* Pope Gregory XIII. who in 1582 had the Julian calendar reformed, and gave his name to 
the correction. was introduced in all the catholic, and ſucceſſively in vera] of the proteſtant, 
countries; but was ſtill rejected in the Britiſh dominions, as well as in the North. 

LE T- 
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Dans notre tragèdie Angloiſe de Caton, quelqu'un demande à Ca- 
ton, ſi Ceſar ne rougit pas de faire telle et telle choſe ; Caton repond, 


Ceſar rougir! n'a-t- il pas vu Pharſale ? 


Faites en Vapplication a votre tres-humble ſerviteur. 

Comme vous me flattez de tems en tems, en me reprochant mon 
filence, dont vous devriez plfitdt me ſavoir gre, je vous previendrai 
cette fois ici, en vous rendant compte de ce qui m'a empeche juſqu'a 
preſent, de repondre à la derniere lettre dont vous nvavez honore ; 
Ceſt que n'ayant plus a faire avec les corps terreſtres, je me ſuis 
amulſe- avec les corps celeſtes, et je me ſuis fi bien familiariſe avec les 
planetes, que fi vous le vouliez, je ſuis en état de vous donner un 
ſupplement a la pluralite des mondes. Ne croyez pas, au reſte, que 


au contraire, Cetoit pour etablir, par acte de parlement, votre ſtyle 
dans ce pais ici. J'avois remarque, depuis longtems, que vous dat- 
tiez vos lettres onze jours plitt6t que moi, et que je les recevois avant 


, x ed. ICE CES TR. ion 


vous deviez avoir raiſon ; je le dis a des aſtronomes, qui maſſurèrent 
qu'oui, et que fi je m'en informois du ſoleil ou de la lune, ils ne 
vous deſavoueroient point; que meme un pape“ avoit ete de votre 
avis, il y a pres de deux cens ans, et avoit introduit ce qu'on appelle 
le nouveau ſtyle. Comme bon proteſtant je. ne voulois avoir rien a 


ſatisfaire au public, qui n'a pas Yhonneur de vous connoitre comme 
moi, le payer de quelques argumens aſtronomiques. De 1a je ſuis 
devenu aſtronome, et Ceſt un plaiſir que de nventendre parler d an- 
nees tropiques, années luni-ſolaires, intercalaires, &c. mais enfin 
voila votre ſtyle etabli ici. Voyez par 1a comment le public ignore 
preſque toujours les veritables cauſes des evenemens ; car il ne vous 
toupconne pas dentrer. pour quelque choſe dans celui-ci. 


je preferafſe ce commerce avec les planetes au votre ; rien moins, 


meme que le jour de leur datte fut venu ici. TJetois - perſuade que 


faire avec un pape, mais Cctoit votre ſtyle, qui eſt bien le meilleur 
que je connoiſſe, que je voulois adopter. Il nya fallu pourtant, pour 
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| LE TT ER LX 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 23, O. S. 1751. 

OURS is an excellent principle, madam, to anſwer ſpeedily 
when one can anſwer agreeably, and the practice is eaſy to 
you; but it is not ſo to others, who often have only the will, whereas 
you always have the power. Hence it follows, that you will always 
write ſoon, and from choice; I but ſeldom, and from duty. Your 
ſecond letter, which came yeſterday, before I had anſwered the firſt, 
now calls upon me for the performance of this duty. 
How I envy you in your viſit at * ** which I know, by ex- 
perience, muſt be a delightful one! If I were but as young as the 
amiable maſter of that charming abode, I would take poſt, and come 
and ſurprize you there. Lady Hervey, who has lately enjoyed the 
ſweets of that ſociety, tells me wonders of it; wonders, I mean, that 
are no wonders to me, who am ſo well acquainted with moſt of the 
performers, and chiefly with the part you act. But alas! it is my 
hard lot to feel the whole force of temptations, and not to have 
power to yield to them; for after all, it is a ſign of weakneſs not to 
give way. Pleaſures are but too thinly ſcattered; reaſon bids us 
ſeize them, weakneſs or lazineſs 1s all that hinders us from com- 
plying. I ſpeak of innocent pleaſures and temptations, and not of 
crimes, as you may well imagine. Inſtead of thoſe pleaſures, which 
have forſaken me, and which I think no more of, unleſs I could 
procure them to others, I am going next week to partake of the little 
amuſements of Babiole, that is, to walk about, to do one odd thing 
or other in my garden, and. to nurſe my pine-apples and melons; 
for I mean to excel in theſe two articles. Excuſe a little falſe wit, 
for I maſt tell you that the Menagianas, the Scaligerianas, and all 
thoſe kind of Anas, are not to compare to my Ananas. As for my 
melons, they are arch-melons ; by dint of culture and art, I bid de- 
fiance to our climate, and raiſe ſuch delicious melons, that if it were 


practicable to ſerve you as the emperor of the moon is ſerved, upon 
the 
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LET TAE LX. 


A LA MEM E. 


A Londres, ce 23 Mai, V. S. 1751. 


Vo 'F R E principe eſt excellent, madame, de repondre prompte- 


ment quand on peut repondre agreablement, et la pràtique 
vous en eſt facile; mais ce weſt pas la meme choſe avec les autres, 
qui voudroient ſeulement quelquefois ce que vous pouvez toujours. 
Il s'enſuit que vous repondrez toujours promptement, et par choix; 
moi rarement, et par devoir. Votre ſeconde lettre, qui m'eſt par- 
venue hier, avant que j euſſe repondu a la premiere, me met a pré- 

ſent dans le cas de ce devoir. | 
Que je vous envie votre ſéjour A.. .. dont je connois par expé- 
rience tous les agremens ! fi j tois auſſi jeune que Vaimable maitre 
de ce charmant ſejour, je prendrois la poſte, et je viendrois vous y 
ſurprendre. Madame d'Hervey, qui vient de jouir de cette ſocièté, 
men a écrit des merveilles; merveilles Sentend qui ne m'ont pas emer- 
veille, connoiſſant comme je faiſois la plupart des acteurs, et fur-tout 
le role que vous y jouez. Mais helas! je ſuis dans le pitoyable 
cas de ſentir toute la force des tentations, ſans avoir la force d'y ſuc- 
comber; car, au fonds, ce weſt que foibleſſe de ne s'y pas preter. 
Les plaiſirs ne ſont que trop clair-ſemes; la raiſon nous dit de les ſai- 
ſir, ce weſt que la foibleſſe ou la pareſſe qui nous en detourne. Je 
parle des plaifirs et des tentations des honnetes gens, et non des cri- 
mes, comme vous jugez bien. Au defaut des plaiſirs, qui m'ont 
abandonne, et auxquels je ne penſe plus, à moins d'en procurer 
vil metoit poſſible aux autres, je vais la ſemaine prochaine pren- 
dre, à leur place, les petits amuſemens de Babiole, Ceſt-à- dire m' y 
promener, chipoter beaucoup dans mon petit jardin, et y ſoigner 
mes ananas, ct mes melons: c' eſt que dans ces deux articles, je pre- 
tends briller. Paſſez-moi la mauvaiſe plaiſanterie, et je vous dirai 
que les Menagianas, les Scaligerianas, et tous ces ſortes "Anas, n'ap- 
prochent point de mes ananas. Pour mes melons, ils ſont archi- 
melons; a force d'art et de ſoins, je brave notre climat, et je fais 
venir des melons fi dclicieux, que Sil y avoit moyen de vous ſervir 
comme on ſert Vempereur de la lune, à coup AarbalCte, je vous en 
Aa 2 decoche- 
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the point of an arrow, I would now and then waft ſome as far as 
Bagatelle, which would put your beſt climate to the bluſh. 

Now I talk of.plants, you may ſay what you pleaſe, madam, of 
my laying too much ſtreſs upon the bark; let me tell you that, 
without the bark, the tree will decay, and will loſe much, not only 
of its beauty, but of its intrinſic worth. The caſe is the ſame with 
a man; with all the learning in the world, if he have not a defire 
to pleaſe, and the art and means of pleaſing, he will not be ſought 
after, but, on the-contrary, people are ſorry to meet with him. 
You ſay you will admit of no heſitation between ſolid merit and 
. frivolous externals; but where is the need of this alternative? Does 
ſolid merit neceſſarily exclude the graces? I think not; on the con- 
trary, I think a man's head wants ſomething, whatever talents and 
learning he may be poſſeſſed of, if he do not ſee the neceſſity of ac- 
quiring thoſe graces and accompliſhments, which are called frivolous, 
but are far from being ſo. We may acquire them if we pleaſe; 
they are things that are purely mechanical, and wholly depend upon 
obſervation and imitation. I am determined our boy ſhall have 
them; I threaten, I flatter, I ſtorm, I coax alternately. I ſhall ſend 
for him next Auguſt, to analyſe, reviſe, and correct him myſelf; 
but ſhall ſend him back to you in a month, to make, it poſſible, the 
additions that may be wanting. If he be ever ſo far from the mark, 
he would not advance a ſtep here. In chronical diforders, nothing 
will do but perſeverance in the uſe of medicines; and in his 
diſtemper, which ſeems to be an obſtinate one, Paris and your tuition 
are the only remedies I can confide in. I proteſt, the firſt time 1 
{ce him, if he 1s aukward, ungraceful, and unmannerly, he will 
throw me into a fever. I have it when I fee aukward people who 
are nothing to me; but ſhould he be fo, I ſhould grow ene 
delirious. 

You have played me a ſad trick, by ſhewing my laſt letter to 
Fontenelle; not that I dread his criticiſm more than your own, but 
becauſe his is at full liberty, and yours. is reſtrained by friendihip. 
As old as he is, he will be quuck-ſighted; as young as you are, you 
will be blind. The fillet of friendſhip, which I now prefer to that 
of love, will protect me from all I might have to fear from your 

judgment 


* 
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votre meilleur climat. 
A propos de plantes, &corce tant quil vous plaira, maclame, a 


laquelle vous dites que Jattache trop de prix, ſachez au moins que, 


ſans Tecorce, Varbre deperit, et perd, non-feutement de ſa beauté, 
mais de fa valeur intrinſèque. Il en eſt de meme dun homme, avec 
tout le ſavoir du monde, $i n'a pas le defir, Fart, les moyens de 
plaire, on ne le recherche point, mais au contraire, on eſt bien fi- 
che de le trouver. Vous ne voulez pas, dites-vous, qu'on balance 
entre le choix d'un merite ſolide, et des agremens frivoles; mais 


pourquoi faut-il opter? Le merite ſolide doit- il neceflairement don- 


ner Vexcluſion aux agremens ; je ne le crois Pas, mais bien au con- 
ttaire, je crois qu'il manque quelque choſe à la tète lun homme, 
quelques talens, et quelques connoiſſances qu'il ait d'ailleurs, Sil ne 
connoit pas la nèceſſitè de poſſèder ces graces et ces agremens, qu'on 
appelle frivoles, mais qui pourtant ne ſont rien moins. On les peut 
acquerir ſi Ton veut; ce ſont des choſes purement mechaniques, qui 
dependent uniquement de Tobſervation, et de Vimitation. Je veux 
abſolument que notre gargon les ait; je menace, je flatte, je ful- 
mine, Jamadoue tour a tour. Je le fais venir ici au mois d'Aolit 
prochain, pour en faire Panalyſe, la reviſion et les corrections moi- 
meme ; mais dans un mois je vous le renvoye, pour faire, $11 eſt poſſi- 
ble, les progres qui lui reſtent a faire. Quelque eloigne qu'il ſoit 
encore du but, il wavanteroit pas d'un pouce ici. Dans tes maux 
chroniques, Ceſt la continuation des remedes qui fait Feffet, ' et dans. 
fon mal, qui me paroit opiniatre, Paris, et vos ſoins ſont les ſeuls 
remedes auxquels Jai de la confiance. Je proteſte que la premiere 
fois que je le verrai, s'il eſt gauche, Sil ſe preſente mal, Sil a mau- 
vais air, et mauvaiſes manieres, il me donnera la fievre. La mauſ- 
ſaderie des gens auxquels je ne prends point dTinteret me la donne: 
bien; en pareil cas il me la donneroit avec tranſport au cerveau. 

Avouez que vous m'avez jouè un mauvais tour, en montrant ma 
precedente. a Fontenelle; ce weſt pas que je craigne ſa critique plus 
que la votre, mais Ceft que la ſienne a le champ libre, et la votre eſt 
retenue par FYamitie. Tout vieux quill eſt, il ſera clairvoyant ; jeune 
comme vous etes, vous ſerez aveugle. Le bandeau de Vamitie, que 
je prefere a-preſent a celui de amour, me garantira bien de tout 
2 ce 


decocherois de tems en tems Juſquih Bagatelle, qui feroient e 
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judgment. You wear that fillet tighter, and I reap the benefit 
more than any body I know; ſo pray only lift it up, the better to 
ſee the ſentiments, with which I with you a good night. 


m—_—_—— 


E:& FTI & KR LAG 


10 11 SAME. 


Babiole, Aug. 1, O. S. 1751. 


Have doubly lamented your filence, madam, as I too well knew 
the cauſe. Your pupil had informed me of it, and, to do him 


| juſtice, with all that feeling, which a lively ſenſe of your Kindneſs 


muſt inſpire. He had told me of your mother's illneſs, and con- 
ſequently of your fears. I would expreſs my own feelings, did ! 
not know that you are fully convinced of them. The ties of blood 
are not always thoſe of friendſhip; but friendſhip, founded on mu- 
tual merit, eſteem, and confidence, becomes more lively and tender, 
when it is cemented by the ties of blood. This was your caſe; and 
as you feel all you ought, with more than ordinary delicacy, I gueſſed 
at your ſorrow, before you expreſſed it in the laſt letter you have 
honored me with. That was what prevented my writing ſooner; 
vou was too much taken up to attend to a common correſpondence, 
and I think nothing is ſo idle, ſo troubleſome, and even fo imper- 
tinent, as conſolatory epiſtles, when ſorrows are real. In my mind, 
they can only take place, where one perſon wants to make a parade 


' of underſtanding, and the other of grief. Will any one pretend to 
| prove that I am not to grieve at the ſufferings or death of one I 


dearly love? Whoever could prove that would prove too much, 
and I ſhould not be the better for it; for it would neceffarily follow, 
that I am not to rejoice at their health and welfare. Whoever is 


inſenſible to the one will be ſo to the other; and it is on the oppoſite 


principle, that I now ſhare the joy you feel at the recovery, I will 
not ſay of a mother, but of ſo dear a friend. I beg, madam, you 
will aſſure her of it, with my moſt humble reſpects. 

| | I expect 
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ce que Jaurois bien lieu de craindre de votre jugement; vous portcz 
ce bandeau plus ſerre, et moi j'en profite plus que tout autre; ne le 
jevez donc a mon egard, que pour mieux We les ſentimens, 
avec leſquels je vous donne le bon ſoir. 


a... 


L-:S::T- FE: LA. 
A LA MEME. 
| A Babiole, 1 d'Aotir, V. S. 1751. 

J ' A I doublement regrettè votre ſilence, madame, men ſachant 

que trop la cauſe, dont votre eleve m'avoit inſtruit, et, je lui 
rends juſtice, avec tout Vinteret, que la plus vive reconnoiſſance de 
vos bontés devoit lui donner. Il nvavoit appris . la maladie de 
madame votre mere, par conſequent vos juſtes allarmes: je vous 
aſſurerois auſſi des miennes, fi je ne vous en croyois pas tres per- 
ſuadee. Les liens du ſang ne ſont pas toujours les liens de Famitic ; 
mais Famitic fondee ſur un mérite, une eſtime, une confiance ré- 
ciproques, devient plus vive, et plus tendre, quand elle eſt reſſerrèe 
par les hens du ſang. QCetoit bien votre cas, et comme vous ſentez 
plus delicatement que toute autre tout ce que vous devez ſentir, 
j'ai bien juge de votre douleur, avant que d'en avoir ete informe par 
vous meme, par la derniere lettre dont vous nvavez honore ; Ceſt 
ce qui m'a empeche de vous ecrire pliitdt. Vous etiez trop occupee 
pour un commerce ordinaire, et je trouve qu'il n'y a rien de plus 
frivole, de plus importun, et meme de plus impertinent, que 


— — 


des lettres conſolatoires, quand les chagrins ſont reels. Elles ne 


ſe trouvent places, a mon avis, qu'entre deux perſonnes, dont 
Pune veut faire parade de ſon eſprit, et l'autre de ſa douleur. 
Me prouvera-t-on que je ne dois pas m'affliger des malheurs 


ou de la mort dune perſonne que jaime? Qui me prouveroit cela 


prouveroit trop, et meme je n'y gagnerois rien; car alors, par une 
conſequence neceſſaire, je ne dois pas prendre part & leur plaiſir, leur 
ſante, et leur bonheur. Qui eſt inſenſible a Tun le ſera a Vautre ; 
Ceſt ſur le principe oppoſc, que je partage actuellement avec vous. 
la joye que vous reflentez de la convaleſcence, je ne dis pas dune 
mere, mais d'une amie ſi chere. Ayez auſſi la bonte, madame, de 
ren aſſurer de ma part, avec mes tres humbles reſpects. 

| 1 FTattends 
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heart. On the ſide of the heart, I traſt, for I am told fo, I ſhall 
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I expect your pupil here in a week's time, but, as he has been 
Your pupil but eight months, I expect to find the edition ſtill very 
imperfect, and it is in order to examine, reviſe, and correct it, that 
I ſend for him for ſix weeks or two months at moſt. At that age, 
there are commonly ſome certain faults, that fall under the cog- 
nizance of authority only; mere friendſhip can ſooner reprove a 
crime than a weakneſs. You are criminal, may very well be ſaid, 
in a certain manner, between friends; but, yow are aukward, un- 
mannerly, clumſy, a coxcomb, can only be told by an unqueſtionable 
authority on one ſide, to an acknowledged dependence on the other: 
ſo much is the vanity of the mind ſooner hurt than the virtue of the 


have little to do; but as to outward appearance, manners, attentions, 
and ſome millions of certain little nothings, which, by their number, 
amount to an object, I doubt I have a great deal of work cut out, 
The reception, which your protection and endeavours have procured 
him at Paris, has, I ſuppoſe, induced him to think, either that no- 
thing wanted altering for the better, or at leaft that there was no 
neceſſity for it. I ſhall fully convince him to the contrary, in the 
courſe of our interviews, provided you allow us time for it; for, if 
may judge by the ftrain of his letters, when he begins talking of 
you, and that ſtrain I am ready enough to fall into, it is more than 
probable you will be the chief topic of our converſation. 
For theſe three months paſt, I have been almoſt conſtantly here, 
where I have enjoyed my new gallery more than my garden, or the 
charming walks in the neighbourhood, owing to the badneſs of the 
weather. This ſummer has ſo well mimicked winter, that we 
might have miſtaken it, but for the help of the calendar. What 
little fruit I have is taſteleſs; but, by good luck, my pine-apples, 
which are ſaid to unite the taſte of all fruits, have withſtood the 
cold, as they always keep a good fire at home. Notwithſtanding 
all this, a few books, and a few friends, make time glide along 
pretty comfortably, and this is all I aſk; I no longer pretend to 

enjoy it. | 
frequently ſee our friend Bolingbroke, but I ſee him with great 
concern. A humor he has long had in his cheek proves to be 
; cancerous, 
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Fattends votre eleve; ici en huit jours, mais comme il weſt votre 
deve que de huit mois, je miattends a trouver encore edition aſſez 
impar faite, et Ceſt pour Texaminer, la revoir, et la corriger, que je 
je fais venir pour fx ſemaines, ou deux mois, tout au plus. A cet 
age, il y a ordinairement de certains defauts, dont la correction eſt 
uniquement du reſſort de Vautorite ; la ſimple amitie peut plus facile- 
ment reprocher un crime qu'une foibleſſe. Vous tes criminel, ſe dit 
fort bien, d'une certaine fagon, d' ami a ami; mais, vozs tes gauche, 
impoli, mauſſude, ou fat, ne ſe dit, et ne ſe peut dire, que par une 
autoritè decidee lun cote, a une dependance reconnue de autre: 
tant la vanitè de Veſprit eſt plus ſenſible que la vertu du coeur. Du 
cotè du coeur, je me flatte, car on men aſſure, que je n'aurai pas 
beaucoup a faire; mais quant a extérieur, aux manieres, aux at- 
tentions, et quelques millions de certains petits riens, qui par leur 
nombre deviennent objet, je crains que jaurat bien de la beſogne. 
L'accueil que votre protection, et vos ſoins lui ont procure A 
paris, lui aura fait accroire, ou bien qu'il n'y avoit rien à changer pour 
le mieux, ou du moins qu'il netoit point neceffaire. Ceſt de quoi 
je le deſabuſerat parfaitement dans nos entretiens enſemble, en cas 


que vous nous en donniez le loifir car, vu le ton ſur lequel il eſt 


monte dans ſes lettres, ſur votre fujet, et que c'eſt un ton, dont je 
prends facilement l'uniſſon, vous avez toute la mine d'tre le prin 


cipal objet de ces entretiens. 


Depuis trois mois, je ſuis preſque toujours ici, ou Jat plus jout de 
ma nouvelle gallerie que de mon jardin, ou des charmantes prome- 
nades voiſines, tant le tems a &tE mauvais. Cet ete a ſi bien contre- 
fait Yhiver, que, ſans le ſecours du calendrier, on $'y ſeroit trompe. 
Le peu de fruit que Jai n'a point de gout, mais heureuſement mes 
ananas, qui, a ce qu'on dit, raſſemblent les gouts de tous les 
fruits, ont brave le froid, moyer © un bon feu qu'ils tiennent 
chez eux. Malgre cela, quelque res, et quelques amis, font 
couler le tems aſſez doucement, et «eſt tout ce que je demande; 
je ne pretends plus en jouir. 

Je vois ſouvent notre ami Bolingbroke, mais je le vois avec bien 
du chagrin. Une humeur à la joue, qu'il a eue depuis longtems, 
Seſt dernièrement declaree cancereuſe, et fait de grands progrès 
Vol. II. | B b depuis 
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cancerous, and has made an alarming progreſs of late. Hitherto it 
is not attended with pain, which is all he wiſhes, for, as to the reſt, 
he is reſigned. Truly, a mind like his, ſo far ſuperior to the gene- 
rality, would have well deſerved that nature ſhould have made an 
effort in his favour, as to the body, and given him an uncommon 
ſhare of health and duration. 


Ae — 
—_ — . 
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Landes: OR, 1, O. 8. 1751, 


* Waited for the return of your pupil and ambaſſador, to make 
y anſwer to your laſt his recredentials. Indeed I have put 

it off much longer than I intended, my health having obliged me 
to have recourſe to the Bath waters, which have ſet me up, 
as far as my crazy and worn- out conſtitution would permit. The 
joy I have felt at your mother's recovery has promoted my own; 
for it was very ſincere, and nothing is more ſalutary than joy, 
eſpecially for me, when you are ſo nearly concerned in it. 
I muſt own your little ambaſſador ſtruck me prodigiouſly at firſt 
ſight, not by his graceful appearance, but by his air and manners. 
I cannot conceive where he had fiſhed them. I preſently ſet about 
rubbing off his ruſt, and I believe you will find I have not quite 
loſt my labor, though 1 confeſs he is very far from being what we 
with him to be. He holds himſelf better, enters a room better, 
does not kick his feet about ſo much, and has broke himſelf of 
many of thoſe pretty tricks he had learnt at ſchool, and had ſince 
cultivated in the company of the bears he had the misfortune to 
meet with in his travels. What gives me ſome hopes is, that he 
is now ſenſible of what is wanting, and earneſtly intreats me to 
requeſt of you to examine him narrowly, and to tell him of the 
leaſt thing you find amiis, to make him, if poſſible, a faultleſs 
edition. I readilv agree to Nis requeſt, and 1 conjure you not to 
ſpare 
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depuis: peu. Juſquiici cela ne lui a pas cauſe de douleur, ct Ceſt 
tout ce quiil demande, car pour le reſte, il a pris ſon parti! En 
veritè un eſprit comme le ſien, ſi fort au deſſus du commun, meritoit 
bien que la nature eùt auſſi fait un effort en ſa faveur, du cotè du 
corps, et lui eit donn une ſanté, et une durèe extraordinaires. 


— * 
— 


2 ER 
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A Londres, ce) Oct. V. S. 175. 


5 attendu le retour de votre Eleve, et ambaffadeur, pour faire 

de ma reponſe à votre derniere une lettre de recreance pour lui. 
Il eſt vrai que j'ai attendu bien plus longtems que je ne comptois, ma 
ſantẽ nvayant oblige d avoir recours aux eaux de Bath, qui ont rèta- 
blie, autant que mon chetif temperament gate le leur a permis. La 
joye que j'ai ſentie de la convaleſcence de matlame votre mere; wa 
pas nui à la mienne; car elle étoit tres ſincere, et il n'y a rien de 
plus ſain que la joye, ſurtout pour moi, quand vous y avez tant de 

Je vous Tavouerai, votre petit ambaſſadeur a ſon premier abord 
me frappa furieuſement, non par les graces qui Taccompagnoient, 
mais par ſon air, et ſes manières. Je ne comprends pas encore ou 
il les avoit peches. Je m'appliquai d abord a le decrotter, et je crois 


que vous trouverez que je n'y ai pas mal rèuſſi, quoique je convienne 


qu'il lui reſte encore bien du chemin à faire, pour ètre ce que nous 
voudrions qu'il füt. Il ſe tient mieux, il ſe preſente mieux, il ne 
tretille plus tant des pieds, et il Seſt corrige de pluſieurs de ces ma- 
nières gracieuſes. qu'il avoit appriſes a Vecole, et quil avoit cultivees 
depuis, ſous. les ſoins des ours, qu'il avoit eu lemalheur de rencontrer 
dans iſes voyages. Ce qui me donne de Ieſperance, -ceſt qu'il ſent 
2 preſent ce qui lui manque, et quiil me demande inſtamment de 
vous ſupplier de vouloir le revoir, et le corriger de ſes moindres de- 
fauts, pour en faire, sil ſe peut, une édition parfaite. Je ſouſecris 
volontiers a .La requete, et je vous conjure de ne hu rien paſſer; 

| B b 2 non- 
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ſpare him : he will not only take it well if you reprove or ridicule 
Him, but he will think himſelf obliged to. you. He thinks of 
you as he onght, and conſequently he is convinced you cannot but 
form a right judgment of him. If, after alt the pains we have 
taken, the high paliſh ſhould be wanting, I know no other way 
than to put him to Martin's. He will have the honor of pre- 
ſenting you two china baubles of our own manufacture; be pleaſed, 
madam, to accept them, not as a preſent, for they do not deſerve 
that name, but as a homage. The pope is not above accepting a 
mare, which the king of Naples ſends him every year, though the 
good man does not want one, or if he did, could get juſt as good 

in his own dominions ; but he conſiders it as a token of that mo- 

—_—_ s fidelity and ſubmiſſion to the holy ſee; and yet, I give you 
my word, his Sicilian majeſty is not more zealouſly devoted to the 
pope than I am to your ladyſhip. 
Will you let lady Hervey come home or not, or does ſhe chuſe 

to come away ? By her letters I ſhould ſuſpect her of a partiality for 
our marſhal * *: ſhe is eternally talking of him, ſhe is continu- 
ally going to * , and the better to maſk her game, ſhe pretends 
to be very fond of his lady; in ſhort, if any thing be wanting, it 
is certainly not the will. I doubly long for her return, for if ſhe 
do not come home, I ſhall have no body to converſe with about 
you, when your pupil is gone; and yet I muſt talk of you, were it 


only to the reeds. 


1 , 


3 


, 


LETTER LXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 30, O. S. 1751. 


EL L, I will no longer be the king of the two Sicilies, ſince, 

if you were pope, you would not be pleaſed with me, and! 
chuſe rather to be your vaſſal, and pay more frequent homage. 
I only wiſh my offerings were more worthy your acceptance. 


*: The famous inventor of the moſt beautiful varniſh at Paris. 
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non ſeulement i prendra en bonne part les reprimandes, ou le ridi- 
cule que vous lui donnerez, mais il vous en ſaura gre. Il penſe fur 
votre ſujet comme il doit, et par conſequent il eft convaincu que vous 
ne pouvez penſer que juſte fur le fien. Si apres cela, malgre tous 
nos ſoins, le beau vernis lui manque, il n'y a d autre parti à prendre 
que de le placer chez Martin . Il aura Fhonneur de vous preſenter 
de ma part deux babioles de porcelaine de la manufacture dici ; ayez 
la bonte, madame, de les accepter, non pas comme un preſent, car 
ils ne pretendent pas I'ttre, mais comme une redevance. Le ſaint 
pere accepte bien une jument, que le roi de Naples lui envoye tous 
les ans, quoique le bon homme men ait que faire, ou, en cas 
de beſoin, en trouveroit d auſſi bonnes chez lui; mais Ceſt quill la 
regarde comme une marque de la fidelite, et de la foumiſfion de ce 
monarque au faint ſiege ; et pourtant ſoyez perſuadee que le roi 
des deux Siciles n'eft pas plus zele papiſte, que je ne vous ſuis attache. 

Voulez-vous laiſſer retourner madame d'Hervey ou non, ou eſt- 
ce qu'elle ne veut pas Sen retourner? Par ſes lettres, je la ſoup- 
conne d'un arrangement avec notre marechal, il n'y eſt queſtion que 
de lui, elle eſt a tous momens A.. .. et pour mieux cacher fon 
jeu, elle affiche des ſentimens d' amitiéè, et d attachement pour la 
marèchale; enfin, fi quelque choſe manque a cet arrangement, ce 
neſt ſirement pas la bonne volonte. Je languis doublement pour 
ſon retour, car fi elle ne revient pas, a qui parlerai-je de vous, quand 
votre Eleve ſera parti? et il faut pourtant que Jen parle, fut-ce aux 
roſeaux. | 


* — — 
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LETT RE LXIII. 


A LA MINA. 
> 


A Londres, ce 30 Dee. V. S. 1757. 

E ne veux donc plus etre le rot des deux Siciles, puiſque, ſi 

vous etiez pape, vous ren ſeriez pas contente, et j'aime mieux 

relever de vous comme ſerf par des hommages plus frequens. Je 
les fouhaiterois ſeulement plus dignes de vous @tre preſentes, 


N'ètes- 
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Are not you greatly ſhocked, but I am ſure you are, at the 
.dreadful death of our friend Bolingbroke? The remedy has haſt- 
ened his death, againſt which there was no remedy, for his cancer 
was not topical, but univerſal, and had ſo infected the whole ma 
of his blood, as to be incurable. What I moſt lament is, that the 
medicines, put him to exquiſite pain; an evil J dread much more 
than death, both for my friends and myſelf. I loſe a warm, ap 
amiable, and inſtructive friend. I ſaw bim a fortnight befre 
his, death, when he depended upon a cure, and ſo did I ; and he 


— 
— 


.defired I would not come any more till he was quite well, which 
he expected would be in ten or twelve days. The next day the 
great pains came on, and never left him till within two days of his 
death, during which he lay inſenſible. What a man! what exten- 
ſive knowledge! what a memory! what eloquence ! His paſſions, 
which were ſtrong, were injurious to the delicacy of his ſentiments; 
they were apt to be contounded together, and often wiltully. The 
world will do him m re juſtice now than in his life-time. 

I hope, madam, your mother's perfect recovery will have contri- 
buted to comfort you for the loſs, of a friend, who loved and honored 
vou. 

You: think of nothing now at Paris but feſtivity, public enter- 
tainments, fireworks, in ſhort, you are all over fęſioons and afliragals*; 
whereas here, we have a ſucceſſion of mournings, and, for theſe 
nine, months, nothing is to be ſeen but black +, The duke. de 
Mirepoix, who was to have enlivened us a little, has dropped ius 

intention. Various reaſons are aſſigned, but no good one given; 1 
-believe he is not ſorry, and I don't wonder at it. For my part 
J have now no cauſe to be ſorry, for I have done with crow ds and 
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tumultuous pleaſures, 

Your pupil ſwears he frequents the beſt of companies, that he 
endeavours to behave well, and that he is even told that he has 
improved in his manners, and looks more graceful than he did. 
Is that very true, madam? He even quotes you as one of his putters, 
which I readily believe, though he may not deſerve it; for, in 


friendſhip, as well as in love, the judgment is often the dupe of 


zthe heart. 


*A line from Scudery, a bad French poet ridiculed by Boileau. 
| We 
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N'*@tes-vous pas bien · touchee, mais je ſuis ſir que vous Ites; de 
ja miſerable mort de notre ami Bolingbroke ? Le remede a avance 
{a mort, contre laquelle il n'y avoit point de remede, car ſon cancer 
n'etoit point ce qu on appelle topique, mais univerſel, et tout ſon. ſang 
en toit infectè incurablement. Ce que je regrette le plus, Ceſt 
que le remede lui a cauſe des douleurs cruelles; mal que je crains 
bien plus, pour mes amis et pour moi-meme, que la mort. je 
perds un ami chaud, aimable, et inſtructif; je Pavois vu quinze jours 
avant ſa mort, quand il comptoit, comme je faiſois auſſi, ſur ſa guè- 
riſon, et il me pria de ne plus revenir ſuſqu' ce qu'elle fut com- 


grandes douleurs commencerent, et ne le quittèrent que deux jours 
avant ſa mort, pendant leſquels il reſta inſenſible. Quel homme! 
Quelle &tendue de connoiſſances! Quelle mémoire! Quelle Hloquence! 
Ses paſſions, qui etoient fortes, faiſoient tort à la delicatefſe de fes 
ſentimens, on les confondoit, et ſouvent expres : on lui rendra plus 
de juſtice A preſent, qu'on ne lui en a rendu de ſon vivant. 

Jeſpere que la parfaite convaleſcence de madame votre mere aura 
contribue à vous conſoler de la perte d'un _ qui vous aimoit, et 
qui vous honoroit. | l 
I reſt queſtion chez vous actuellement ee de fees, jeux, feux 
Fartifices, enfin | nn 


K 
. 


Ce ne font que feſtons, ce ne ſont qu aftragates® 


au lieu que chez nous, les deuils ſe ſuccedent, et depuis neuf mois tout 
eſt noir f. Le duc de Mirepoix, qui de doit nous .Egayer un Peu, par 


ſa fete, Va laiſſè tomber. On en donne mille raiſons, et pas une 
bonne; en tout cas, il en eſt bien-aiſe, et je ne men étonne point. 


les plaiſirs bruyans netant plus de mon reſſort. RE” 

Votre eleve me jure qu'il krequente les bonnes compagnies, et 
quil täche de ſe former, et qu'on lui, dit meme quil a de meil- 
leures manières, et meilleur air quil n'avoit: cela eſt-il bien vrai, 
madame? Il vous cite meme pour une de ſes proneuſes, ce que je 
comprends bien, ſans qu'il Ie mérite; Teſprit cant en amitie, aufſi 
bien qu'en amour, ſouvent la dupe du cœur. 


On account of the death of the late prince of Wales, father to his majeſty, : 
Nous 


plette, à quoi il s' attendoit en dix ou douze jours. Le lendemain, les 


Pour moi, je ne ſuis plus dans le cas d'en etre fache ; les "ep © 8 
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We look upon lady Hervey as having forſaken her own country, 
and being naturalized a French woman. I regret, but do not 
blame her, for. I know others that would do the fame if they could, 
and would then no longer write to you, but would ſay to you by 
word of mouth what you have forbid me telling you in writing, 


LETTER LXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


| | London, April 2, O. S. 1752. 

OUR little boy, madam, tells me you are angry with me, 
That is juſt what I wanted, only I wanted you to tell me fo 
yourſelf. Your anger is becoming, and your chiding is a comp i- 
ment. Beſides, he that can excite anger is in no dan Ser of meeting 
with indifference. 

We are in poſſeſſion of lady Hervey's body, but without the heart 
and ſoul, which ſhe owns are ſtill at Paris. She droops, ſhe lan- 
guiſhes, ſhe breathes, it is true; but ſhe ſays ſhe lives no where but 
at Paris. I rather pity than blame her, as I know, by experience, 
the difference between the life ſhe led there, and that ſhe leads here; 
but I wiſh ſhe had a little more philoſophy, to enable her to make 
the beſt of it. | 

I ſhall ſoon put your little boy to the ſame trial, by recalling 
him from Paris in June. I ſee it is with reluctance that he thinks 
of coming away; but he will have been there ſixteen months, and 
if, under your tuition and example, he has not improved in that 
time, he would not improve in ſixteen years. He ſwears that this 
laſt time of his being at Paris, he has taken more of the air and 
manners of the polite world. Is that true, madam? For I miſtruſt 
his judgment too much in theſe rnatters, to take his word for it. 
He will viſit ſome courts of Germany, which he has not yet ſeen, 
in his way to Hanover, where he is to make ſome ſtay, and where 
I hope to procure him ſome employment, in the department of 


foreign 
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Nous regardons mylady Hervey comme expatri6s; et 'naturaliſte 
Francoiſe. Je la regrette ſans len blàmer; Jen connois autres 
qui en feroient autant, sil en étoient les maitres, et qui alors ne 


vous Ecriroient plus, mais qui vous diroient en Perſonne ce * 
vous Mavez de fendu de vous dire par ecrit. 12:21 


LET TRE LXIV. 
27 M R ME. 


A Londres, ce 2 Avril, V. S. 1752, 


Ver RE petit gargon, madame, me mande que vous etes fachéèe 
contre moi. Voila juſtement ce que je voulois; hormis que je 
voulois le ſavoir de vous- meme. Ceſt que vous vous fachez avec 
grace, et vos reproches ſont flatteurs. Dailleurs, qui peut exciter 
la colere peut ſe raſſurer contre Vindifference. 
Nous poſledons ici le corps de mylady Hervey, mais ſans le coeur 
ou Feſprit, qu'elle avoue Etre encore à Paris. Elle languit, elle 
Sennuye, elle reſpire à la verite, mais elle ne vit, dit- elle, qu'à Paris: 
Je la plains plus que je ne la blame, ſachant par experience tous les 
agremens du ſcjour qu'elle a quitte, et tout Pennui de celui-ci ; mais 
je lui ſouhaiterois plus de ARR aac. pour en tirer au moins le 
meilleur parti. 
Je mettrai bientòt votre petit gargon à la mème Gon en le 
retirant de Paris au mois de Juin. Je vois bien que C'eſt a contre- 
coeur qu'il ſe diſpoſe à partir; il y aura ete alors ſeize mots, et ſi, 
{ous vos ordres, vos ſoins, et votre exemple, il ne seſt pas forme 
dans ce tems-là, Il ne $'y formeroit pas en ſeize ans. Il me jure 
qua cette derniere repriſe a Paris, il a pris plus Pair, et les manieres 
de la bonne compagnie. Cela ſeroit-il vrai, madame? car je me defie 
trop de fon jugement ſur cet article pour Ven croire ſur ſa parole. 
ll prendra quelques cours d' Allemagne, quil n'a pas encore vues, 
dans fon chemin a Hanover ou il doit faire quelque ſéjour, et ou je 
compte pouvoir lui procurer quelque deſtination dans le departement 
Vol. II. CC : des 
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foreign affairs. The ſooner, he begins the better, as in that de. 
partment, they, in ſome - meaſure, rife by rotation, as they doin the 
army; but, however that may turn out, 1t will not be very long 
before he returns to Paris to pay his court to you, and perhaps in a 
handfomer manner, when he is more: advanced towards maturity. 

I am very angry with lady Hervey's baggage that is not come 
yet. I am out of patience, for I long to ſee your china, merely 
becauſe it comes from you, for I am no connoeur in china; but ! 
am enough of a connoifeur in friendſhip, to ſet a high value upon 
every mark of yours, and to retain the warmeſt and moſt reſpectful 


ſenſe of it as long as I live. 


LETTER LXV. 
TO THE SAME- 


London, May 77 O. 8. 1752. 


Love and reſpect the maſter of * * tod much to envy him 
the happineſs of your company at that charming place, but! 
with your choice alone had induced you to go thither. Drinking 
milk means that you are not well; I don't like that inference at all, 
and the leſs as I know you have weak lungs. Since I have ex- 
perienced what it is to have ill health, I am much more anxious for 
that of my friends than I was formerly. Thirty years ago I uſed 
to ſay, how is it poſſible to be ſick? Now I ſay, oh! if I could but 
find out the fecret of being well, I Would not exchange it for all 
the ſecrets in the world. I ſpeak feelingly, madam, at this very 
time. For theſe two months paſt, I have been troubled with deat- 
neſs, a complaint that pains the mind more than the body, and for 
theſe ten days, I have been lame from an unlucky fall from my 
horſe, and this pains my body more than my mind; ſo that, upon 
the whole, your humble ſervant is in a mighty pretty plight. The 


faculty boldly promiſe to ſet all to rights in a very ſhort time; but 
F 
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des affaires Etrangeres. Le pliitdt quit d&bute, c'eſt le mieux, puiſque 
dans ce departement Ila, on prend datte, en quelque fagon, Fanci- 
ennete, comme dans le militaire ; mais, arrive ce qui pourra, il re- 
tournera avant qu'il ſoit fort longtems à Paris, pour vous y faire fa 
et peut-etre avec plus d'avantage, quand il ſera un peu plus 
Le bagage de mylady Hervey, qui weft pas encore arrive, me 
deſefpere. Je languis, je mimpatiente pour votre procelaine, bien 
entendu pareeque Ceſt F votre, car je ne ſuis nullement connoiſſeur, 
mais je me connois affez en anmtie, pour cherir toutes les marques 
de la v6tre, et pour en conſerver le ſouvenir le at tendre et le 
plus reſpectueux tant que je vivrai. 


LETTRE LIXV. 


ALAMEME., 
{A lis ce 7 Mai, V. 8. 1752, 


Jan et je reſpecte trop le maitre de. . pour lui envier le 

bonheur de votre fejour dans ce charmant endroit, mais Paurois 
voulu que et ete umquement votre choix qui vous y edit envoye. 
prendre du lait veut dire que vous Etes malade; cette concluſion me 
deplait infiniment, et d' autant plus que vous avez la poitrine natu- 
rellement delicate. Depuis que Jai eprouye ce que eſt que la mau- 
vaiſe fante, je ſuis bien plus ſenfible qwautrefois à celle de mes amis. 
le diſois, it y a trente ans, mais comment peut-on ètre malade? 
je dis a-prefent, ah! ſi Yon pouvoit trouver le ſecret de ne Vetre pas! 
je ne le trocquerois pas contre tous les ſecrets du monde. Jen parle 
actuellement, madame, avec connoiſſance de cauſe. Depuis deux 
mois Pai etè ſourd, mal dont Feſprit ſouffre plus que le corps, et de- 
puis dix jours, j'ai ets eftropie une malheureuſe chùte que j'ai faite, 
de cheval, et dont mon corps ſouffre plus que mon eſprit; ſi bien 
que, Pun portant autre, votre tres humble ſerviteur eſt dans une 


tres jolie n La faculte me promet hardiment de mettre 
Cc 2 bientot 
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it the co-operation of faith is requiſite on my part, I doubt my cure 
will not be quite ſo ſpeedy. £3341 Ts 277k 

What a noiſe here is, indeed, for a trifle! Your parliament, as. 
you allow it but a ſmall ſhare in the affairs of this world, wants to. 
be meddling with thoſe of the next, and to grant paſſports for that 
country, without requiring the dying perſon to produce a certificate 
of health. Your prieſts, on the other hand, who claim this depart- 
ment as their ſole right, require a certificate of health, previous to 
the paſſports, that the dying man may not carry the infection from 
the country he comes from, to that he is going to; and the court 
ſeems to want—I know not what. Here we let people die as they 
like, ſo that our dead never diſturb. the peace of the living. 


— — 


LET Tin nn 
TO THE SAME. 


London, June 3o, O. S. 1752, 


T laſt, at laſt, madam, lady Hervey has received her parcels, 

A and I have received the china you have done me the favour to 
ſend me. It is charming, beautiful, and beats our manufacture all 
to nothing. I have ſhewn it to the manager, who was quite pro- 
voked, and begged hard that I would lend it him for a few days 
for a pattern, I could not refuſe him, and have beſpoke two or 
three of the ſame for uſe, for yours will be of no ſervice to me. 
I will not venture it in prophane hands, but it ſhall be conſecrated 
as an offering to friendſhip, and ſtand in my little room, which is 
already adorned with two precious tokens of your kindneſs. 
You have made me quite eaſy with regard to your health. 80 
then, it is to indulge in ſafety, that you have taken to a milk-diet ; 
this you may call ſtepping back to leap the farther. You ſay very 
right, madam, that we muſt indulge our appetites whilſt we can, 
with that moderation that is requiſite to make them laſting. I am 
grown a greater Epicure than I uſed to be ; and as I have one ſenſe 
leſs than I had, I make the moſt of the remaining ones. My * 
4 nels 
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bientdt bon ordre a tout cela; mais Sil y faut de ma part la co-- 
operation de la foi, je doute fort que ma gueriſon ſoit ſi prompte. 
Voila bien du bruit chez vous pour une ommelette au lard. Votre 
parlement, a qui vous laiſſez peu de part aux affaires de ce monde, vou- 
droit bien $'en dedommager ſur celles de l'autre, et accorder des paſſe- 
ports, pour ce pais 1a, ſans obliger le mourant a produire ſon billet de : 
ſante. Vos pretres, au contraire, qui Sattribuent ce departement ex- 
cluſivement, exigent un billet de fante, prealablement aux paſſeports, 
pour que le mouraut ne communique pas la contagion du pais don 
il vient, a celui ou il va, et la cour ſemble.vouloir—ma foi je ne ſais 
quoi. Ici nous laiſſons mourir les gens a leur gout, moyennant :: 
quoi, nos morts ne troublent point la paix des vivans. 
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L. ET TRE LXVLE 


A LA MEME., 

A Londres, co 30 Juin, V. S. 1752. 
La fin, a la fin, madame, mylady Hervey a regu ſes balots, 
et Jai regu la porcelaine que vous avez bien voulu m' envoyer. 
Elle eſt charmante, parfaite, et fait rougir notre manufacture d'ici. 
Je Pai montree a Vintendant, qui en a étè veritablement picque, ee 
qui m'a demande en grace de vouloir bien la lui-preter, pour quelques 
jours, pour lui ſervir de modele, ce que je Tai pas pu lui refuſer, 
et autant moins, que j'en ai commande deux ou trois de mEme, -, 
pour m'en ſervir, puiſque la votre me ſera totalement inutile. Je 
ne la riſquerai point dans des mains profanes, et elle ſera conſacree 
comme une offrande à Famitie, dans ma petite chambre, qui ſe 
trouve deja ornee par deux precieux temoignages de votre ſouvenir. 
Vous m'avez raffure au ſujet de votre ſantè; ce weſt donc que 
pour ètre impunement gourmande, que vous vous ètes miſe au lait, 
deſt reculer pour mieux ſauter. Vous avez raiſon, madame; il! 
faut profiter de nos gouts pendant que nous le pouvons, avec le 
menagement nèceſſaire pour leur durèe. Je ſuis devenu plus gour- 


mand qua mon ordinaire, et- ayant actuellement un ſens de moins, 
jo: 
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neſs continues, and conſequently my ſpirits fink. In vain do I a& 
the philoſopher, and endeavour to ſupply my loſs by reading, walk- 
ing, and good living : at my age we feet a ſtrange vacuity, when 
we can no longer enjoy the ſweets of ſociety. In the diſſi pation 
and tumult of youth, we are not ſenſible of its full value; it is at 
my time of life that it hecomes a real, and almoſt the only bleſſing, 
and it is juſt at this time that I ſee myſelf deprived of it. I own, 
it ſinks my fpirits exceedingly, in ſpite * all the conſolations that 
either reaſon or my friends can offer. 

Your pupil is in Germany, taking a ſurvey of the ſeveral courts 
in the empire, in his way to Hanover. I do not ſuppoſe they 
will give him that fine varniſh, which he has not taken at Paris, 
and upon which you ſeem to lay ſo little ſtreſs, but which I think 
highly neceſſary through life. He will certainly return to the foun- 
tain head, where he got the little he has, and where alone he can 
poſſibly get what is ſtill wanting; I mean, that he will come once 
more, and pay his court to you at Paris. He is beholden to you 
alone, madam, for all that is tolerable in him, and I can affure 


you he is very ſenſible of it; and as to my gratitude, you may 


depend upon it for life. 
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LETTER LXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 20, O. S. 1752. 


1 F a deaf man could receive any confolation, you, madam, would 

have adminiſtered ſome to me, by the laſt letter you have ho- 
nored me with. The flattering things you ſay to me, and the 
handſome manner in which you ſay them, aſſiſted by ſelf-love, 
which never fails to come to our ſuccour on theſe occaſions, might 
very poſſibly have ſoothed my mind: but the ſenſes are more ſtub- 


born, they reaſon better, and know the exact meaſure of their own 


extent and limits. I have almoſt loſt one of them, and cannot, 
even with your aſſiſtance, deceive myſelf as to that loſs ; but, if you 
would, 
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je tire tout le parti que je puis de ceux qui me reſtent : ma ſurdité 
continue, et par conſequent mon ennui augmente, Pai beau philo- 
ſopher, et tacher de m'en dedommager par la lecture, la promenade, 
et la table; il reſte, a mon age, un furieux vuide, quand on ne jouit 
plus des douceurs de la fociete. Dans la diſſipation et le tumulte 
de la jeuneſſe, on nen connoit pas tout le prix; eſt a mon age 
quelle devient un veritable, et preſque le ſeul bien, et ceſt juſte- 
ment a cette heure que je m'en vois prive, Je vous avou que jen 
ſuis extremement abbattu, malgre tout ce que ma raiſon, ou mes 
amis, peuvent moffrir de conſolations ſur ce ſujet. 

Votre eleve eſt en Allemagne, courant les cours de Vempire, dans: 
fon chemin a Hanover. Je ne fuppoſe point qu'il y prenne ces. 
couches de vernis, que Paris n'a pu lui donner, et dont vous pa- 
roiſſez faire ſi peu de cas, mais que je crois tres neceſlaires dans 
le cours du monde. UI retournera ſurement à la ſource od il a pris 
le peu qu'il a, et où il peut ſeulement, et excluſivement, prendre 
ce qui lui manque encore, Ceſt-à-dire qu'il viendra encore vous 
faire ſa cour à Paris. Il vous eſt uniquement redevable, madame, 
de ce qu'il a de paſſable; il le ſent bien, je puis vous en aſſurer: 
et pour ma reconnoiflance, ſoyez bien perſuadee, qu'elle ne finira 
quavec mes jours. 


— 


LEFT RE LXVMI. 


A LA MEME. 
A Londres, 20 Act, V. S. 1752. 
A un ſourd pouvoit avoir de Ia conſolation, vous men auriez 
donné, madame, par la derniere lettre que vous m'avez fait Phon- 
neur de m'ecrire. Les choſes flatteuſes, que vous m'y dites, et les 


graces avec leſquelles vous les dites, aidèes de mon amour propre, qui 


ne manque jamais de venir au ſecours de ces ſortes de choſes, auroient 
bien pu ſeduire mon eſprit; mais les ſens ſont bien plus opiniàtres, 
ils raiſonnent plus juſte, et connoiſſent preciſement leur etendue, et 
leurs bornes. Pen ai preſque perdu un, et je ne puis, mEme avec 
votre ſecours, me faire illuſion la-deſſus. Mais, $i vous le vouliez, 
VOUS 
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would, you could procure me ſome alleviation, by employing my 
eyes and my mind with the frequency and the length of your letters, 


which would make me full amends for what I have loſt on the ſide 


of my hearing. 


I congratulate you, madam, with all my kate, on the dauphin's 
recovery . Methinks the apprehenſions you have been in, on his 
account, ſhould introduce inoculation into France. It is univerſally 
eſtabliſhed in England; not one in a hundred has died of it, whereas 
it is computed that one out of ſeven dies of the natural ſmall-pox; 
beſides, nobody whatever is disfigured by it. I know your prieſts 
Oppoſe it, exclaim againſt it as a deadly fin, and talk a great deal of 
nonſenſe about it. Ours did ſo too at firſt; but we have let them 
talk on, and have not done the leſs for their outcry, And indeed, 


on their own principles, would not bleeding and taking of phyſic, 


by way of prevention, be equally criminal? If a tax were laid 
-upon inoculation, and appropriated to the patrimony of the church, 
I'll engage thoſe gentlemen would ſpeak well of it. Do you, madam, 
boldly introduce the practice, in ſpite of your ſpiritual guide, and 
inoculate your youngeſt daughter, for I would not have her com- 
plexion ſpoiled. 


LETTER LXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. | 
Bath, Nov. 11, 1752. 

OUR little boy has certainly, by this time, paid his reſpects 
to you at Paris, for the third time. I did not intend he ſhould 
go again ſo ſoon; he was to have ſpent his winter at the Hague, 
but he has begged ſo hard, and in ſo moving a ſtrain, that 1 
would permit him to ſpend at leaſt part of this winter at Parts, 
that I could not find in my heart to deny him; and ince2d I am 
not ſorry to ſee him have this inclination z which I cor.ſt ler as a 
proof of his good taſte. To bribe my conſer.t, he has promiſed 


4 * After the ſmall pox, | 
; | me 


| 
| 
( 
( 
] 
of 
( 
t 
] 
0 
1 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXVII. LXVIIL 201 


vous pourriez men procurer quelque dedommagement ; ce ſeroit en 
occupant mes yeux, et mon eſprit, par le nombre et la longueur 
de vos lettres, qui me recompenſeroient bien de ce que Jai perdu du 
cote de Louie. | 

Je vous felicite de tout mon coeur, madame, de la convaleſcence 
de monſeigneur le dauphin -x. Il me ſemble que Falarme que la 
France a eue de ſa maladie, devroit introduire, chez vous, Vinocula- 
tion de la petite verole. Elle eſt generalement établie chez nous, 
pas un de cent nen eſt mort, au lieu que, de la petite verole naturelle, 
on compte un de ſept ; d ailleurs, perſonne abſolument nen eſt gate: 
je ſais que vos pretres Sy oppoſent, crient au peche mortel, et diſent 
bien des ſottiſes 1a-defſus. Les nd6tres ont d'abord fait la m&me 
choſe, mais on les a laiſſè crier, et on ren a pas moins fait pour cela. 
En effet, fur leurs propres principes, les ſaignees, et les purga- 


tions, par precaution, ne ſont-elles pas egalement criminelles ? Si 


on mettoit quelque taxe ſur Vinoculation qui fut approprièe au pa- 
trimoine de Vegliſe, je m'engage que ces meſſieurs en feroient Veloge. 
Introduiſez cette coutume hardiment, madame, en depit de votre 
directeur, et en faveur de mademoiſelle votre derniere fille, dont) je 
ne voudrois par que le teint fit gate. 


LETT EREE LEYOT. 


A LA MIME. 


Aux Bains, ce 11 Nov. V. S. 1752. 

VorrE petit galopin vous aura, à coup ſur, deja fait ſa cour, 

pour la troiſieme fois, a Paris. Je ne comptois pas qu'il y re- 
tournat encore fi tot; il devoit hiverner a la Haye, mais il m'a priè ſi 
inſtamment, et meme d'une maniere ſi touchante, de vouloir bien lui 
permettre de paſſer encore au moins une partie de cet hiver à Paris, 
que je rai pu lui refuſer; et au fond, j'ai ete bien-aiſe de lui voir 
cette envie, que je conſidère comme une preuve de ſon bon gout. 
Pour obtenir plus facilement mon conſentement, il m'a promis de 
VoL II. Dd travailler 
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me to- ſtrive inceſſantly, to acquire thoſe laſt touches of high poliſh, | 
which are ſo neceſſary to all, and which he wants more than any 
one; at leaſt, it will be his own fault if he does not take them. 
If he is capable of improvement from the beſt models, he will ſee 
you and your friends; if, in return, you chuſe to learn the ac- 
compliſhments and graces of the Germanic body, he muſt be able 
to teach them you, having frequented the courts of half a dozen 
electors, and about threeſcore princes of the holy Roman empire. 
Whatever you do, madam, I beg you will not ſpare him; tell him 
the plain truth in the ſtrongeſt manner, ſhew no indulgence to 
any of his failings : he will believe you more than any body elle, 
and conſequently will be the better for it. 

The ſhare, you are pleaſed to take in my concerns, obliges me 
to ſay ſomething about my crazy health, which, otherwiſe, would 
not be mn ſpeaking of. Theſe waters have been of ſome ſervice 
to me: I hear better than I did when I firſt came hither, but 
not enough, as yet, to be reinſtated as a member of ſociety. I 
hear nothing but what is ſaid directly to me, and even there muſt 
be no other noiſe in the room, ſo that I can hear but in a ?&e-a-ete, 
and, alas! I have done with ?&te-a-7#tes. - What a melancholy 
thing it would be if I did not love reading, which frequently makes 
me forget, for the time, that I am no longer fit for any thing elſe! 
At all ages, we muſt make much of comfortable or pleaſing deluſi- 
fions ; in youth, they offer of their own accord, in old age, we mutt 


ſeek, or even make them; and for all that, time will hang heavy 


upon our hands in the decline of life. Leſt 1 ſhould infect you 
with my languor, I ſhall bid you good night, madam, without ſo 
much as telling you what I am to you. 


LET T.SR-LEIX: 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Dec. 18, 1752. 


ADY Hervey has, for theſe four months, had the gout in both 
hands, which ſhe orders mine to tell you. She is tired of her 


Sent, which, however, is not painful now, but has left ſuch a weak- 
nels 
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travailler aſſiduement a acquerir ces couches du beau vernis, qui ſont 
ſi neceſſaires a tout le monde, et dont il a plus beſoin que tout 
autre; au moins il ne tiendra qua lui de les prendre. Sil peut. pro- 
fiter des meilleurs modeles, il vous verra, et vos amis; fi, en 

echange, vous ſouhaitiez dapprendre le bon ton, les egritnens; et 
les graces du corps Germanique, il doit Etre en état de vous les en- 
ſeigner, ayant frequente les cours d'une demi-douzaine de lecteurs, et 
udne ſoixantaine de princes dw faint empire Romain. Au reſte, 
madame, je vous en ſupplie, ne le menagez point, dites- lui fortement 


ſes verites, ne lui paſſez rien, il vous en croira plus que tout autre, 


et par conſequent en profitera plus. 

L'intèrèt, que vous daignez prendre a ce qui me EP m oblige 
de vous dire deux mots au ſujet de ma chetive ſanté, qui dailleurs 
ne vaut pas la peine qu'on en parle. Ces eaux mont fait quelque 
bien; jentends mieux que je ne faiſois quand je ſuis venu ici, mais pas 
encore aſſez bien pour etre rehabilite comme membre de la ſociété. 
je mentends que quand on m'addreſſe la parole, et qu'il n'y a pas 
autre bruit, ceſt-a-dire, que je n' entends que dans les tete-a-tEtes; 
et hélas! les tète- a- tètes ne ſont plus de mon reſſort. Que mon ſort 
ſeroit triſte, fi je n'avois pas du goùt pour la lecture, qui me fait 
ſouvent oublier, pendant que j'y ſuis, que je ne ſuis plus bon à autre 
choſe. A tout age, il faut cherir les illuſions conſolantes ou agrea- 
bles; dans la jeuneſſe, elles ſe preſentent, dans la vieilleſſe, il les 
faut chercher, ou meme en faire, et avec tout cela, Fennui en eſt Vap- 
panage. Pour ne vous pas communiquer une partie du mien, je 
vous donne le bon ſoir, madame, et meme ſans vous dire ce que 
je vous ſuis. | 


a. 
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LIT 
| A LA MEM Es. : 
| A Londres, ce 18 Dec, 1752. 
1* y a quatre mois que mylady Hervey a eu la goutte aux deux 

mains, ce qu'elle ordonne à la mienne de vous dire; je lui ai 


montre votre lettre; elle simpatiente de ſa goutte, qui ne la fait 
| . Dd 2 pourtant 
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neſs in her hand, that ſhe cannot yet hold her pen. She deſires 
her beſt compliments to you. | 

I am very glad your boy is ſomewhat improved in his air and 
manners, but I cannot conceive how he is not much more fo, con- 
ſidering he has been ſeven years upon his travels all over Europe, 
and has really frequented the very beſt company in every country, 
He ought, by this time, to have not only the air, the politeneſs, the 
attentions, that are abſolutely neceſſary, but even the higheſt poliſh, 
and all that is moſt engaging in the art of pleaſing. Vet it is no 
ſuch thing, and he is ſtill tar below the mere neceſſary. How, 
madam, will you reconcile this with that juſt way of thinking, and 
that tractable diſpoſition, you ſuppoſe him to have? How is it 
poſſible to have a juſt way of thinking, and not ſee the neceſſity of 
pleaſing ; or a tractable diſpoſition, and not learn the means of at- 
taining that. end? If, as you fay, and as it is but too true, he be not 
thoroughly convinced of the neceſſity of pleaſing, when will he be 
ſo? A thouſand people have told him, over and over, all that can 
be ſaid about it; I have exhauſted the ſubject, in the letters I have 
writ to him for theſe four years, but ſome propoſitions are ſo ſelf- 
evident, that there is no making them plainer. 

I am come home from Bath, juſt as I went; I have no farther 
hopes, and here am I ſcratched out for ever from ſociety. I have 
no reſource left, but reading and reflection, the moſt pleaſing of 
which will be the friendſhip you have honored me with, and 
the ſentiments of eſteem and Sanne with which 1 with you a 
good night, 


— 


EETTT2 TAY 


TO THE SAME. 
| London, May 3, 1753. 


N old man, a deaf man, a hermit, could not contribute much to 
make Mr. d Ennery's“* ſhort ſtay here very agreeable; it was 
well for him that he had better guides, to conduct him through che 


* A gentleman of great merit, who poſſeſſes one of the fineſt collections of medals in Europe, 
and came ov er to England to enrich it. 
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pourtant plus ſouffrir a preſent, mais qui lui a affoibli la main, au 
point qu'elle ne peut * encore tenir la plume. Elle vous fait mille 
complimens. - 

Je ſuis bien-aiſe que votre petit galopin alt gagne un peu du cotè 
de Vair, et des manieres, mais je ne comprends point comme quoi 
il n'a pas gagne beaucoup davantage, vi qu'a preſent il y a ſept ans 
qu'il a 6te dans tous les pais de Europe, et qu'il y a reellement fre- 
quente tout ce qu'il y a de mieux. II devroit actuellement avoir, non 
ſeulement Pair, la politeſſe, et les attentions neceſfaires, mais meme le 
plus beau vernis, et tout ce qu'il y a de plus ſeduiſant dans Part de 
plaire. Ce reſt pourtant rien moins que cela; et il a encore un 
furieux chemin a faire pour parvenir au ndceifiire. Comment com- 
binez- vous cela, madame, avec Veſprit juſte, et la docilite que vous 
lui donnez ? Un eſprit peut-il etre juſte, et ne pas voir la neceſlite 
de plaire ? Et peut-il etre docile, et wen pas apprendre les moyens ? 
Si neſt pas encore, comme vous le dites, et comme il weſt que trop 
vrai, aflez perſuade de la neceflite de plaire, quand le ſera-t-il ? Mille 
perſonnes lui ont aſſez dit tout ce qu'on peut dire ſur ce ſujet, et 
jai Epuiſe cette matiere dans les lettres que je lui ai ecrites depuis 
quatre ans; mais il y a des propoſitions fi evidentes en elles-memes, 
qu'il n'y a pas moyen de les rendre plus claires. 

Je ſuis revenu des Bains, tout auſſi ſourd que j'y ſuis alle; je n'ai 
plus deſperance, et me voici biffè pour toujours de la ſociete. II 
ne me reſte donc d' autre reſſource que la lecture, et les reflexions, . 
dont les plus flatteuſes ſeront Vamitie dont vous avez bien voulu 
m'honorer, et les ſentimens d'eſtime et de reconnoiſſance, avec leſ- 


quels je vous donne le bon ſoir. 


L. ET T. NEM. EX. 
A 3 MEM E. 
1 8 A 1 ce 3 Mai, 1753. 


N vieillard, un ſourd, un n hermite, ne pouvoit gueres contri- 
buer a rendre le peu de ſejour que monſieur d Ennery * a fait 

ici agreable 3 mais heureuſement pour lui il avoit de meilleurs 
7 guides, 
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addreſs, than he had formerly; but you muſt own too, that there is 
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maze of London. He has. ſeen every thing, has been every where; 
and wherever he has been, they have withed to ſee bim again. His 
merit, his behaviour, and the Engliſh language, which he ſpeaks 
tolerably well, would, in time, have procured him an entrance into 
our beſt companies; but ſuch is our genius, that it would have been 
a work of time, had not our many young people, who had had the 
pleaſure of being acquainted with him at Pans, preſently initiated 
him into the myſteries of good- company. Your other child, to 
whom, indeed; you have been as kind as if he had really been your 
own, has, it is true, rather a genteeler figure, and a better air and 


great room for improvement, and that he is ſtill far from being that 
graceful, ſociable, amiable man-I with- him to be. I hope re- 
flection, and a farther intercourſe with the world, will make him ſo 
in time. Nothing is more neceſſary, not only in ſociety, but to- 
wards the ſucceſs of negociations. Good ſenſe and learning are the 
neceſſary foundations, but without the graces they are almoſt uſe- 
leſs: rough diamonds are not worn, yet they have their value, but 
they do no ſhine. 
Now, madam, is the ſeaſon for Bagatelle and Babiole; in-a few 
days, I purpoſe going to the latter, to bury myſelf, I- will not ſay 
alive, for that cannot be ſaid of a deaf man, but vegetating. I ſhall 
be there in the only company I am not new a burden to, I mean 
my cabbages. As for you, who have all the requiſites for enjoying 
and promoting the ſweets of ſociety, go to Bagatelle, recover your 
health, and forget your ſorrows. See your friends, divert yourſelt, 
and, as much as you can, drive away every painful and uſeleſs re- 
collection. We are more maſters of our feelings, and of our 
paſſions, than we generally imagine; they muſt, of neceſſity, have 
an object; but, by taking upon us a little, we can, in a great 
meaſure, chuſe thoſe objects, and ſubſtitute agreeable to diſagreeable 
ones. At Jeaſt, I practiſe what I preach; for, inſtead of ſinking 
under the greateſt misfortune that could have befallen me, at my 
time of life, I mean my deafneſs, 1 make it my buſineſs to look ont 
for every poſſible alleviation, and am the readier to lay hold of 
every 
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guides, pour le labyrinte de Londres. II y a tout vd, il a Eté par- 
tout, et partout ou il a été, on a ſouhaite de 'I'y revoir. Son mé- 
rite, ſes manieres, et TAnglois, qu'il parle tres-paſſablement, lui au- 
roient toujours fraye le chemin a tout ce quiil a de bonne compagnie 
ici ; mais, faits comme nous le ſommes, il lui auroit fallu du tems 
pour cela, au lieu que le grand nombre de nos jeunes gens, qui 
avoient eu le plaiſir de le connoitre a Paris, ont initie d abord dans 
dus les myſteres de la bonne compagnie. | 

Votre autre enfant, pour lequel, en verite, vous avez eu les memes 
bontes que s'il eùt ete reellement le votre, a, il eſt vrai, la figure un 
peu plus degagee, Vair un peu meilleur, et les manieres un peu moins 
mauvaiſes quautrefois ; mais vous m'avouerez auſſi, que, du point 
ou il eſt actuellement, aux graces, au hant, a Vaimable, il a encore 
un furieux chemin a faire, Peſpere que la reflexion, et Puſage du 
monde, les lui donneront avec le tems. Il n'y a rien de plus neceſ- 
ſaire, non ſeulement pour les agremens de la ſociete,, mais pour le 
ſucces dans les negociations. Le bon ſens, et le ſavoir, ſont des 
fondemens neceflaires; mais ſans les graces, ils deviennent preſqu'in- 


utiles: on ne porte pas les diamans bruts, la valeur y eſt pourtant, 


mais C'eſt que le luſtre n'y eſt pas. 

Voici, madame, la ſaiſon pour Bagatelle et Babiole ; en peu de 
jours je compte Caller a ce dernier endroit, m'y enterrer, je ne dis 
pas vif, car cela ne ſe dit pas d'un fourd, mais vegetant. Jy ſerai 
dans la ſeule compagnie, a laquelle Je ne ſuis pas a Charge actuelle- 
ment, Geſt-a- dire mes choux ; mais pour vous, qui avez tout ce qu'il 

faut pour goliter, et pour donner les douceurs de la fociete, profi- 
tez de Bagatelle pour le rètabliſſement de votre fante, et pour Toubli 
de vos chagrins. Voyez-y vos amis, amuſez-vous, et banniflez, 
autant que vous le pourrez, des ſouvenirs auſſi inutiles que defagrea- 
bles. Nous ſommes, plus que nous ne le croyons gencralement, 
les maitres des ſentimens de notre coeur, et des mouvemens de notre 
eſprit ; il leur faut nèceſſairement un objet, mais en prenant un peu 
ſur nous, nous pouvons en grande partie leur choifir ces objets, 
et en ſubſtituer d'agrèables aux deſagreables. Au moins je preche 
Fexemple, puiſqu' au lieu de ſuccomber ſous le plus grand malheur 
qui pouvoit m'arriver a mon age, la ſurdite, je m'occupe a en cher- 
ä cher 
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every amuſement that is within my reach. That, madam, is true 
philoſophy ; give me leave to recommend it to you. You will ſoon 
tee lady Hervey again; ſhe is heartily ſick of London, and longs to 
be at Paris. I ſhall lament her abſence, but cannot blame her taſte; 
it comes into my ſyſtem of philoſophy. I know ſome who would 
do the ſame, if circumſtances would permit them to wiſh oe a 
good night at Bagatelle, inſtead of doing it here. 


—— __—_. 


PERMIT, madam, your little ſervant, to add a ſmall poſtſcript 
to this letter, to aſſure you, that he will ever retain the ſtrongeſt 
ſenſe of gratitude, for the kindneſs you ſhewed him during his ſtay 
at Paris, and that he is with the moſt reſpectful attachment 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


P. STANHOPE, 


— * ä A — 


LETTER LXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Babiole, June 24, 1753. 


Von ſilence will not conceal you, madam ; all you do bears the 
ſtamp of friendſhip, and elegance of taſte, to a degree that mult 
betray you. I have actually before my eyes a proof of both. It is 
the fineſt piece of Vincennes china I ever ſaw in my life; the matter, 
| | the form, the coloring, in ſhort, all is perfect, and could come from 
TE none but you. I beg you will ſuppoſe all I ought to ſay upon the 
occaſion, and, as the Bourgeois Gentilhomme ſ. ays *, as if I did not 
| know what to ſay to you. 
I will confeſs to you, as it would certainly come round to you 
from other quarters, that your favours have made me indiſcreet, and 


*The title of one of Moliere's plays. 
that 
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cher tous les dedommagemens poſfibles, et je me prete d autant plus 
à tous les amuſemens, qui ſont a ma portee. - Voila, madame, la ve- 
ritable philoſophie, je vous la recommande. Vous reverrez bient6t 
madame d\Hervey, qui meurt d'ennui ici, et denvie pour Paris: je 
regretterai ſon abſence, mais ſans blamer ſon got; Ceſt' dans mon 
ſyſteme de philoſophie. Jen connois d'autres qui feroient'de meme, 


ſi les circonftances leur permettoient de vous donner a IN au 
lieu 4 le bon ſoir. 


A Wy 


— 


pERMETT EZ; madame, à votre petit ſerviteur d ajouter une 
petite apoſtille à cette lettre, pour vous aſſurer qu'il conſervera ᷑ternel- 
lement les ſentimens de la plus vive reconnoiſſance des bontes, que 


vous lui avez temoignees pendant ſon * a Paris, et qu'il eſt avec 
Pattachement le plus reſpectueux, 


Votre tres-humble et très- obéiſſant ſerviteur, 


P. STANHOPE. 


* 


L ETT RE LXXI. 


A LA MIME. 
A Babiole, 24 Juin, 17 83. 

VorRE ſilence ne vous cachera pas, madame; tout ce que vous 
faites eſt trop marque au coin de Vamitie, et du bon goũt, pour 
ne vous pas deceler. Jai actuellement devant mes yeux une preuve 
de Pune et de Vautre. Ceſt la plus belle piece de porcelaine de 
Vincennes que Jaye vu de mes jours; le fond de la matiere, la forme, 
les couleurs, enfin tout en eſt parfait, et ne pouvoit venir que 
de votre part. Suppoſez, je vous en ſupplie, tout ce que je devrois 
vous dire de la mienne, et faites (comme dit le bourgeois gentil- 

homme“) comme ſi je ne ſavois que vous dire là-deſſus. 
Je vous avouerai, puiſque vous le ſauriez d'ailleurs, que vos fa- 
veurs mont rendu indiſcret, et que je vous ai joue un tour de petit 
Vol. II. Ee maitre, 
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that I have played you a petit maitre's trick, in the preſence of Mr. 
Frances and Mr. Buchelay, by ſeating myſelf between your arms in 
my boudoir at London, and at the ſame time hinting to them that 
they were yours. I have had the pleaſure of ſeeing thoſe two gen- 
tlemen, both in. town and here, but I was obliged to catch them 
flying; for, as they were determined to ſee every thing, they were 
always upon the wing, ſo that I have ſeen much leſs of them than 
| I withed. * 

| - I ſuppoſe you are now at Bagatelle, where you may be ſaid to 
| | live; for this month paſt, I have been here, where I vegetate at beſt, 
| 

| 


Society, at leaſt, returns you ſome part of the pleaſure you give; 
for my part, I neither give nor receive any. 


—— 6—— 


| 

| 

| IF I have not a deſire of pleaſing in general, it is your fault, 
madam, and I lay the blame upon you. The honor of having been 
| acquainted with you. has made me too nice in my taſte, but I pro- 
miſe you, whenever I meet with perſons like you, my ambition to 
pleaſe them ſhall equal, if poſſible, the reſpect and gratitude with 
which I have the honor to be, : 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
| P. STANHOPT. 


LETTER LXXII. 


TO THE SAME. 
Babiole, Sept. 1.3, 1753. 


1 Have ſpared you of late, madam, but you ſhall not eſcape me, 
and as long as we are both in this world, I ſhall remind you, 
from time to time, that you have as. affectionate a friend, and as 


zealous a ſervant, in England, as any you can have in France; that 
7 


q 


2 
. 
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maitre, en preſence de meſſieurs Frances et Buchelay, en me placant 
entre vos bras dans mon boudoir à Londres, leur donnant en meme 


- 


. tems a comprendre que c'etoient les votres. Jai eu le plaiſir de voir 
7 ces deux meſſieurs a Londres et ici, mais il les falloit tirer en volant ; 
N car, comme ils vouloient abſolument tout voir, ils Etoient toujours par 
e voies et par chemins, de ſorte que je les ai vus bien moins que je 
fy ne Taurois ſouhaite. ” 

je ſuppoſe que vous &tes actuellement à Bagatelle, ou vous vivez; 
ay je ſuis depuis un mois ici, ou je vegete tout au plus. La ſociete vous 
. rend au moins quelques uns des agremens que vous lui donnez; pour 
£ moi je n'y donne, et je wen regois plus. 

SI je Wai pas de deſir de plaire en general, ceſt votre faute, 
It, madame, et je men prends a vous. L'honneur de vous avoir connue 
* ma rendu le goũt trop delicat, mais je vous promets que partout ou je 
of trouverai des gens qui vous reſſemblent, mon deſir de leur plaire 
w egalera, $1 eſt poſſible, le reipect et la reconnoiflance avec leſquels 
th Jai Ihonneur d'ètre, 

MADAME, 
- Votre très-humble et très- obeiſſant ſerviteur, 
P. STANHOPE. 
LETTRE LXXI. 
A LA MEM E, 

& A Babio'e, ce 13, e 1753. 
me, J E vous ai menagte dernièrement, madame, mais vous ne me- 
ou, chapperez pas, et pendant que nous ſerons tous deux dans ce 


monde ici, je vous ferai bien reſſouvenir de tems en tems, que vous 
avez en Angleterre un ami auſſi tendre, et un ſerviteur auſſi zele, que 
Les vous 
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is. ſaying a great deal, but no more than is true. Would you believe 
that your friendſhip is become of greater conſequence to me than 
ever, and that it is owing to our diſtance from each other? Deafneſs 
is productive of very odd effects, and inverts the natural order of 
things; epiſtolary intercourſe is the converſation of the deaf, and 
the only band of their ſociety. A friend, when preſent, is a burden 
to me, as he makes me doubly ſenſible of my misfortune, which 1 
forget, in ſome degree, whilit I am writing to him, or reading his 
letters. For inſtance, I ſhould hate to /e you tall, whereas I am 
overjoyed to hear you write, You will own, madam, this is a new 
kind of compliment, and the more ſtrange from me, as, not long 
ſince, my moſt ardent wiſh was, for the pleaſure of {ſeeing you once 
more at Paris. I fully intended it, but altri tempi, altri cure. 

Your little boy does not go to Venice, as I flattered myſelf he 
would; I thought myſelf ſure, but is any thing ſure at court? Yes, 
that they promiſe much, and perform little. Till ſomething offers, 
I have again removed him; he ſet out laſt week for Holland, and 
from thence he is to go and ſpend the winter at the electoral courts 
of Bonn, Manheim, Munich, Dreſden, &c. Is it to poliſh him, you 
will aſk, and to give him the varniſh you ſo much*wiſh him to have, 
that you ſend him to Germany? Indeed it 1s, madam, and I am per- 
ſuaded he will be the better for it. He has not a proper deſire of 
pleaſing, he has not the neceflary attentions, he does not love to 
conſtrain himſelf; he will be compelled to it by the German ſtiff- 
neſs, pride, and haughtineſs, which 1s the proper antidote againſt 
his carelefineſs. Beſides, there are no Englith to be met with in 
thoſe courts, which is no ſmall article in the account of good breed- 
ing and politeneſs. A propos of Engliſh, you will ſoon have one at 
Paris, that I think a 2 promiſing youth; it is the young lord 
Bolingbroke, nephew to our deceaſed friend, and, by his talents, no 
way unworthy to bear his name. You will certainly ſee him at 
hotel de * **; and your friendſhip for his late uncle will be a 
more effectual recommendation than any thing I could ſay to you; 
otherwiſe I would have taken the liberty earneſtly to beg you would 
grant him, not only your protection, but your advice, and even 
your authority. He is but a novice, but he wiſhes to be no longer 

ſo; 


en 
er 
ſo; 


ſouhaite de ne etre plus; il veut ſe former, et il ſe formera, Jai été 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXXII. 213 


vous puiſſiez en avoir un en France; Ceſt beaucoup dire, mais cela 
eſt vrai. Croiriez-vous bien que votre amitiè n'eſt devenue plus 
interefſante que jamais, et cela par notre Eloignement ? La ſurdité 
a des effets bizarres, et renverſe Yordre naturel des choſes; le com- 
merce de lettres eſt la converſation des ſourds, et unique lien de leur 
ſociètèe. Un ami preſent m'accable, en me faiſant ſentir plus vive- 
ment mon malheur, que Joublie, en quelque facon, en lui ecrivant,, 
et en liſant ſes lettres. Par exemple, je ſerois au deſeſpoir de vous 
voir parler, au lieu que je ſuis trop heureux de vous entendre ecrire. 
Avouez, madame, voici un compliment tout nouveau, et d' autant 
plus ſingulier de ma part, qu'il n'y a pas longtems que I objet le plus 
cher de mes vœux etoit le plaifir de vous revoir à Paris; je me 
le propoſois, mais altri tenipi, altri cure. 

Votre petit gargon ne va pas a Veniſe, comme je nven etois flatte ;: 
je m'en croyois ſur, mais Ala cour y a-t-il quelque choſe de ſir? Oui, 
qu'on y promet beaucoup et qu'on y tient peu. En attendant mieux, 
je Vai encore tranſporte; il eſt parti la ſemaine paſſèe pour la Hollande,, 
et de la il doit aller hiverner aux cours eleCtorales de Bonn, Manheim, 
Munich, Dreſde, &c. Eſt-ce pour le decrotter,, me direz-vous, et 
pour lui donner le vernis que vous lui ſouhaitez tant, que vous 
Penvoyez en Allemagne? Eh ! oui, madame, et je ſuis perſuade' 
qu'il y gagnera. II n'a pas le deſir de plaire qu'il lui faudroit, il n'a 
pas les attentions necefſaires, il n'aime pas a ſe contraindre; la roi-- 
deur, la hauteur, et la morgue Germanique I'y forceront, Celſt le 
contrepoiſon nèceſſaire pour ſa nonchalance. Dailleurs, il n'y a ja- 
mais d' Anglois a ces cours-la, ce qui eſt un grand article dans le 
compte des manieres,, et de la politeſſe. A propos d' Anglois, vous 
en aurez un bientd6t a Paris, dont Jaugure avantageuſement ; c'eſt 
le jeune mylord Bolingbroke, neveu de feu notre ami, et, par les 
talens que je lui connois, nullement indigne de porter ſon nom. 
Vous le verrez ſirement a Photel de. .. et votre amitie pour ſon 
oncle vous le recommandera plus efficacement que tout ce que je 
pourrois vous dire. Sans cela, Jaurois pris la liberte de vous prier 
inſtamment de lui accorder, non-ſeulement votre protection, mais 
vos conſeils, et votre autorite meme. Il eſt encore neuf, mais il 
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ſo; he is defirous of improvement, and he will improve. I have 
been in correſpondence with him, ever ſince his uncle's death, and, 
I do aſſure you, his letters are ſuch as would not have been diſ- 
owned by our late friend, either as to matter or ſtyle. _ 

I have vegetated this whole year, without pleaſures, and without 
ſorrows; my age and deafneſs forbid the former; my philoſophy, 
or perhaps my natural diſpoſition, (for the one 1s often miſtaken for 
the other) ſecures me from the latter. I go on, making the moſt 1 
can of the ſober amuſements of gardening, walking, and reading; 
and in this manner I wait for death, without either wiſhing or fearing 
it* ; till that moment comes, you may, madam, rank me in the 
number of thoſe who are moſt devoted to you, 


i. 


LETTER LXXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov. 12, 1753. 

E S, madam, let us fly, let us fly, nothing can be prettier or 

more convenient, no matter with what wings. But no, I 
am not for the wings of time, any more than you. Alas ! we fly 
but too ſwiftly upon theſe againſt our will. But why not the wings 
of the winds ? The Zephyrs have long had wings, and I am much 
- miſtaken if I have not ſeen, at the corner of a map of Lapland, 

the great bloated Boreas with enormous ones; but if it is not the 
faſhion to ſay ſo, we muſt think no more of theſe. If you are 
ſo difficult in your choice, we ſhall abſolutely have none left, but 
the wings of love, which you ſeem to have no mind to uſe. I have 
ſearched every where for the wings of friendſhip, theſe would have 
ſuited us to perfection, but ſhe has none, becauſe ſhe is not ſuppo- 
ſed to be fickle. So, as there are no others to be had, let us ſkim 
along on the wings of love, let us clap them on, and apply them 
to the uſe of friendſhip. Dear, how pretty they are, how ſwift 
they go! and they return as quick. The queſtion is only where to 


* A line of S. Evremond. 
find 
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en commerce de lettre avec lui, depuis la mort de ſon oncle, et je 
vous aſſure que celles que jen ai recues ne ſeroient pas deſavoutes 
par feu votre ami, ni par rapport a la matiere, ni par rapport au 
ſtyle. SH 

Jai vegete toute cette année ici, ſans plaiſirs, et ſans peines : 
mon age et ma ſurdite me defendent les premiers ; ma philoſophie, 
ou peut-etre mon temperament, (car on s'y trompe ſouvent) me ga- 
rantit des dernières. Je tire toujours le meilleur parti que je puis des 
amuſemens tranquilles du jardinage, de la promenade, et de la lecture; 


moyennant quoi, attends la mort, ſans la defirer ou la craindre u. Juſ- 


qu'a ce moment-la, comptez moi, madame, dans le nombre de ceux 
qui vous ſont les plus devoues. 


LETTRE LXXIII. 


A LA MFE ME. 


A Londres, ce 12 Nov. r753. 

UI, madame, volons, volons, il n'y auroit rien de plus joli, 

ni de plus commode, nimporte avec quelles ailes. Je me 
dedis pourtant, et je ne veux non plus que vous les ailes du tems. 
Helas ! nous n'y volons deja que trop vite malgre nous. ,Mais pour- 
quoi pas les ailes des vents? Depuis tres-Iongtems, les zephyrs ont 
eu des ailes, et je me trompe fort, {i je Vat pas vu, au coin d'une 
carte de Laponie, le gros bourſoufle Borèe, qui en avoit de furieu- 
ſes; mais des que cela ne ſe dit pas, il n'y faut plus penfer. Si 
pourtant vous etes fi difficile dans le choix, il ne vous reſtera abſolu- 
ment que les ailes de l'amour, dont vous paroifſez wavoir pas en- 
vie de vous ſervir. Jai cherche partout {i je pouvois trouver des 
ailes a Vamitie, c auroit ete juſtement notre fait; mais elle n'en a 
pas, parceque Tamitiè n'eſt pas cenſee Etre volage. Comme donc il 
ne nous en reſte pas d'autres, fendons les airs ſur les ailes de amour; 


prenons-les à bon compte, et mettons-les au profit de Vamitie. Eh! 


qu'elles ſont jolies, qu'elles vont vite, il eſt vrai qwelles reviennent 
1 25 ; de 
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find them. The poets are continually talking of them, as they 
would talk of poſt-chaiſes; but, between you and me, I believe 
they tell fibs, and the more as, when I conſider the ſpecific gravity 
of our bodies, and the ſubtlety of the air, I am inchned to queſtion 
whether men have ever flown at all. So I doubt we muſt be con- 
tent with ſome more ſimple and eaſy method, ſuch as a magician 
in our pay, a hippogryph, or at leaſt ſome kind genius, who hay- 
ing been hermetically impriſoned in a little vial *, will undertake, 
for the ſake of recovering his liberty, to waft us in a minute, or at 
fartheſt in a minute and a half, wherever we chuſe to go. How 
many trips we ſhould then take from Paris to London, and from 
London to Paris, as likewiſe from Bagatelle to Babiole, and from 
Babiole to Bagatelle ! In my way to Paris, to pay my court to you, 
I would ſtep to the moon, for a few minutes only, in hopes of find- 
ing my ears there, encouraged by the example of Aſtolpho, who 
found there the wit of Orlando f. Were I to find none but Midas's 
ears, I would ſeize upon them, for I muſt have the pleaſure of 
hearing you at any rate; it is well worth taking a journey to the 
moon. Seriouſly, madam, could not our abbe find out ſome ve- 
hicle of that kind, in all the conjuring books in his library, parti- 
cularly in Solomon's clavicula , or in the reſpectable Hebrew, 
Arabic, or cabaliſtical manuſcripts ? If he will help me to ſome, I 
bind myſelf by a vow to offer up to him ( the ancients always pro- 
miſed ſome offering to their deities and their prieſts to make them 
propitious )-a night gown with a grey ground, flowered with the 
fineſt roſe colour, that ever genius, ſylph, or fairy wore. It is 
their favonrite color, as well as that of the abbe. At all events, 
and till we can do better, I ſhall ſend you your things to-morrow 
by the uſual conveyance; the parcel is directed as you ordered, and 
contains the things you commiſſioned me to buy, and likewiſe the 
abbe's night gown. I beg, madam, you will give my beſt compli- 

* Le diable bozteux (the devil upon two ſticks ) of Le Sage is here alluded to. 

+ Arioſto, in the wittieſt as well as wildeſt of all poems, his Orlando Furioſo, introduces king 
Aſtolpho, taking a trip to the moon, and finding there whatever is loſt upon earth, as for inſtance the 


lover's tears and fighs, the time ſpent in gaming, the vain purſuits of learned ignorance, the prayers 
and yows to heaven, the promiſes of princes, &c. but eſpecially ſmall bottles filled with com- 


ments. 


5 
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de meme; reſte donc ſeulement a ſavoir-ou les trouver; les poëtes 
nous en parlent à tous momens, comme ils parleroient des chaiſes de 
poſtes; mais, entre nous, je crois qu'ils mentent, et ꝙ autant plas que, 
quand je conſidère la gravite ſpecifique de nos corps, et la ſubtilite de 
Pair, je doute un peu fi jamais on a vole. Je crains donc qu'il faudra 
que nous nous contentions de quelque moyen plus ſimple et plus facile, 
comme d'un enchanteur a gages, un hippogriffe, ou au moins de 
quelque genie bienfaiſant, qui ayant ete hermetiquement empriſonne 
dans une petite phiole *, voudra, pour regagner 1a liberte, nous 
tranſporter dans une minute, ou tout au plus dans une minute et 
demie, là ou nous le voudrions. Que de courſes nous ferions alors 
de Paris a Londres, et de Londres a Paris, comme auſſi de Bagatelle 
a Babiole, et de Babiole a Bagatelle ! En chemin faiſant, pour vous 
faire ma cour a Paris, Jirois pour quelques momens ſeulement, a la 
lune, dans Feſperance d'y trouver mes oreilles, encourage par Pexem- 
ple FAſtolphe, qui y trouva bien Veſprit de Roland +. $i mème 
je n'y trouvois que celles de Midas, je nven ſaiſirois, car il faut abſolu- 
ment que Jaye le plaifir de vous entendre, cela vaut bien un voyage 
a la lune. Serieuſement madame, notre abbe ne pourroit 11 pas 
nous trouver quelque voiture de la ſorte, dans tout le grimoire de 
{a bibliotheque, ſurtout dans la clavicule de Salomon f, ou dans les 
reſpectables manuſcrits Hebreux, et Arabes, de la cabale? SU 
m'en fournit, je fais vœu de lui offrir (les anciens promettoient 
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: toujours quelque offrande a leurs divinites, et a leur pretres, pour ſe |. 
—— les rendre propices ) une robe de chambre a fond gris, releve du * 
S plus beau couleur de roſe, qu'ait jamais porte genie, ſylphide, ou 1 
, fee. C'eſt leur couleur favorite, auſſi bien que de FYabbe : en tout 9 
, cas, et en attendant mieux, je vous enverrai demain, par la voiture | 


ordinaire, les petites commiſſions dont vous m'avez fait Phonneur 


© de me charger. Le pacquet eſt addreſſè ſelon vos ordres, et contient 

* auſſi la robe de chambre de Pabbe. Je vous ſupplie, madame, de 
lui vouloir bien faire mes complimens, et de Yaſſurer que, Sil ne 

ag | 

he mon aſs, ſuppoſed to make up for the deficiencies of thoſe, who have loſt either the whole, or 

ers part, of theirs. 

n- t A fabulous book, much eſteemed in the Eaſt, and aſcribed to king Solomon, as containing 
the key to all his ſecrets, in aſtrology, alchemy, and even the magic arts, that wiſe prince being 

ts thought to have been the king of conjurors, e | 
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ments to him, and; aſſure him that, if it lay in my power, inſtead of 
a night gown, I would ſend him a pall, — with a P of a 
deeper red than his favourite color. 

I am this moment arrived from Bath, and juſt as deaf, that i is 
to ſay as ſtupid as I went; but in point. of general health, I am 
better. My ſtomach is in good order, and my appetite laudable, 
though nat to compare to that of the-abhbe ; that /invulnerable: fto- 
mach 1s a gift of heaven, upon which I congratulate him from the 
bottom of mine; he muſt improve it to the beſt Owens that is 
to ſay, he muſt fill it well. 

Little Bolingbroke, nephew eto our late friend, is at preſent 
with me, and in ten or twelve days, will have the honor of being 
with you. I have promiſed him I would recommend him to you, 
and deſire you to affiſt and protect him. He has true and ſolid 
good ſenſe, real taſte, and knows a good deal. What he till 
wants, is a knowledge of the world, and the graces, ' which he is 
determined to acquire, if poſſible; and I dare ſay it will be poflible, 
as he ardently wiſhes to pleaſe, and to improve; and it is for that 
purpoſe that he intends to ſpend a "_ or two at PAS, without fre- 

queating his countrymen. | 

But what a volume of a letter! you are quite: exhauſted, [ perceive 
it. So good night, madam. 


— _T cc 
— 


— — 


CBT: ER ERM. 
| 5 N d 1 HE S AME. 


8 April 6, 1754. 


| 3 V 0 U have been very, near loſing one of your moſt faithful 

 ſeryants, madam, and 1 ſhould have been ſorry for your ſake, 

| as I. knoy, the warmth. my his friendſhip, and of his ſentiments to- 

| wards you; but as to himſelf, I care very little about it, now that 
he is fit for nothing, but is rather a burden to himſelf and others. 

It was my own ſelf who had well nigh walked off, with a rheu- 

matiſm, or, as the phyſicians called it, a flying gout. I have 

| kept 
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tenoit qua moi, au. lieu qune robe de chambre, je lui enyerrois un 
pallium accompagnè meme tun; bonnet Tan} rouge plus bonn, fe 


ſa couleur favorite. n 1 


4 "Te 


Tarrive des Bains ici dans ce moment, et tout aufn 8 Ceſt- | 


dire auſſi bete, que j'y ſuis alle; mais du cote de la ſante en general, 
jy ai gagne- Mon eftomae eſt en bon ordre, et mon, appetit, eſt 
louable, ſans comparaiſon pourtant avec ceux de Vabbe ; cet eſtomac 
invulnerable eſt un don du ciel, dont je le felicite du fond du 
mien, il faut le mettre à profit, ceſt-a-dire le bien remplir. 

Le petit Bolingbroke, neveu de feu notre ami, eſt actuellement 
avec moi, et en dix ou douze jours aura Fhonneur d'etre avec: vous 
Je lui ai promis de vous le recommander, et de vous prier de 
raider, et de le protéger. Il a un bon ſens juſte et ſolide, le govt 
ſur, et ne manque pas d'acquis. Ce qui lui manque encore, £c 1 
ruſage du monde, et les graces, qu'il eſt bien reſolu d' acquérir, ſi 
faire ſe peut, et joſe dire que faire ſe pourra, puisqu il cherche ardem- 
ment à plaire, et a ſe former. Celt auſſi pour cela qu'il compte de 
reſter une anne ou deux a Paris, ſans y frequenter ſes compatriotes. 

Mais quel volume que cette lettre! vous n'en pouvez plus, je 
mien appergols ; bon ſoir donc, madame. 


NI. 


1 b Be he 1 
LETTRE LXXIV. 


A LA MFE M E. 


- 


# 


A 1 6 Avril, 1754. 


0 U $ avez penſe perdre un \ de vos plus fideles ſerviteurs, et 
j'en aurois &tE fache pour Famour de vaus, madame, ſir comme 
je le ſuis de la vivacite de fon Apitie, et de ſes ſentimens, à votre 
egard; mais, par rapport à lui, je my prends que fort peu dinteret 
depuis qu'il ne m'eſt plus bon a rien, mais plutdt à charge. O toit 
preciſement moi- meme, qui ai penſe trepaſſer dun rhumatiſme, 
ou, ſelon les medecins, dune goutte voulante. Fen ai garde le lit un 
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kept my bed a month, my room two months, and my houſe three. 


At preſent, I have neither pain nor ſickneſs, but then I have neither 


health nor ſtrength, and cannot get completely well. I am willing 
to flatter myſelf that, from a certain ſympathy, which indeed cannot 
well be defined, your ſorrows have increaſed my illneſs, unknown 
to us both. Whether I believe it or not, I have whiſpered it to 
ſome people here, who have the honor of being acquainted with 
you, on purpoſe to give myſelf conſequence, and I really think 
they have ſhewn a greater regard for me ever ſince. Madam de 
Sevigne found great relief from her couſin count Buſſy's being let 
blood; you are as good in all reſpects as that lady; and except in point 
of wit, I am as good as the count *. Our friendſhip is certainly 
more ſincere than theirs was ; why then ſhould it not produce the 
ſame effects as their conſanguinity? Friendſhip is full as good as 


relationſhip, but relationſhip does not always imply friendſhip. 


At laſt, at laſt, madam, winter is over, and fine weather is 
coming on; we may once more ſee Bagatelle and Babiole. Upon 
my word this ſevere winter had froze my brain to ſuch degree, that 
I was no longer a thinking being; it is now far from being entirely 


thawed, as you may perceive by this letter, and therefore 1 ſhall 


conclude ſooner than uſual. 


LETTER. LXSY. 


TO THE SAME. 
3 Babiole, Oct. 2, 175+ 
OUR letter, 8 has removed my fears, occaſioned by 
your ſilence. I was afraid you were ill; I was almoſt as much 
afraid you had forgot me; and laſtly, I thought it by no means im- 
poſſible but. that, tired of fo unintereſting and trifling a correſpon- 
dence as mine, you might have come to a reſotution of dropping it. 
The leaſt afflicting of theſe fuppofitions was full enough ſo, for one 
who has {0 long been Von to Jou, but devoted on the only . true 


* Avery witty, but Rill more vain, F . 3 in the time of Lewis XIV. His me- 


moirs are very entertaining, and his letters almoſt equal to thoſe of his couſin, the celebrated 
mane de Sevigne, 


_ principles 
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mois, Ia chambre deux, et la maiſon trois; je n'ai a-preſent' ni dou- 
leur, ni maladie, mais en meme tems je n'ai ni fante, ni force, et je 
ne me rétablis point. Je veux me flatter que, par une certaine ſympa- 
thie, qu'on ne peut pas a la verite bien definir, vos chagrins ont 
augments ma maladie, et ma maladie vos chagrins, ſans que nous le 
ſuſſions un ou Tautre. En tout cas, que je le croye ou non, je Vai 

dit pourtant à Toreille à quelques perſonnes ici; qui ont Phonneur de 
vous connoltre, pour me faire valoir, et effectivement, il m'a paru, 
qu'ils men ont conſidèrè davantage. Madame de Sevigne ſe trouva 


extrèmement ſoulagee d une faignee, que fit ſon couſin le comte de 


Buſſy *; vous la valez bien a tous egards, et, a Veſprit pres, je: vaus 
bien monſieur de Bufly . Notre amitie eſt certainement plus ſin- 


cere que Netoit la leur; pourquoi donc ne feroit-elle pas les mẽmes 


effets que faiſoit leur parentè? L'amitiè vaut bien la parente, mais 
la parentè n'eſt nullement un terme ſynonime pour Famitie. - 

A la fin des fins, madame, voici Ihiver qui eſt fini, , et le beau 
tems qui commence, nous pouvons revoir Bagatelle et Babiole. En 
verite, les rigueurs de cet hiver nvavoient'glace la cervelle, au point 
que je n'etois plus un Etre penſant; il Sen faut bien qu'elle ſoit 
encore tout-a-fait degelee, comme vous le verrez bien par cette. 
lettre, que, pour cette raiſon, je finirai plùtòt qua Vordinaire.. 


tn. K „ 


L ET TAE LXXV. 
A LA MIME. 


A Babiole, ce 2 OR. 1754. 


"OTRE lettre, madame, m'a raffure ſur bien des craintes, que 


votre ſilence m'avoit cauſees. Je craignois que vous ne 
fuſſfiez malade; je craignois preſqu' autant votre oubli, et enfin, je 


croyois qu'il n'etoit nullement impoſſible que, laſſe q un commerce 


auſſi peu intèreſſant et auſſi futile que le mien, vous n'euſſiez pris 
le parti de le laiſſer tomber tout doucement. Le moins affligeant de 


ces cas toit bien aſſez, pour une perſonne qui depuis ſi longtems - 


vous a étè devouce, mais devouce far les ſeuls vrais principes d'une 
eſtime, 
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principles of a permanent eſteem and friendſhip, I mean. on reaſon, 

and a thorough knowledge of your worth. I had fent you a letter 
from Aix-la-Chapelle, and another from Spa *; but I ſee. they have 
both ſhared the ſame fate with the four laſt 1 wands to lady Hervey, 
who was then at Paris, and never received one: ſo the matter is 
now cleared up, and the myſtery unravelled on both ſides. 

The waters of Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa have only patched up my 
crazy building for a while ; for, not a fortnight ago, I thought it 
Was tumbling down. My giddineſs, and the pains in my ſtomach, 
which are either the cauſe or the conſequence of it, for the faculty 
have not yet been able to determine that point, have almoſt demo- 
hſhed me. All I feel now is weakneſs and languor. I believe your 
very humble ſervant is drawing near his end, for all the ills, that 
attend a more advanced age, are falling thick upon him. 1 even 
perceive that my mind weakens, as well as my body: it muſt be ſo 
of courſe, as the body has a great influence on the mind, during 
their union here below. What J moſt dread is, that my body 
mould outlive my mind, and drag on for years under the humilia- 
ting effects of a palſy, which is frequently the caſe. Nothing ſhort 
of that will ever make me ceafe to be your ------ 


n 9 _ W 


LETTER it. 


TO THE SAM. 


London, Jan. 10, 1755. 
* OU judged rightly, madam, that my filence was involuntary, 


and that it was owing to cruel neceſſity. For theſe fix months 
paſt, it ſeems as if all the complaints, that ever attacked heads, had 
joined to overpower mine. Continual noiſes, head-ach, giddinels, 
and impenetrable deafneſs ; I could not ſtoop to write; and even read- 
ing, the only reſource of the deaf, was painful to me. In this diſ- 
mal ſituation of the material part, the immaterial came in for a 


* Whither he was ſent by his phyſicians, for his cheuniatiſin, viddineſs and deafneſs; he 
received but little benefit from this expedition, | 
ſhare. 


re. 


— 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK 1. LET. LXXV. LXXVI. 223 


eſtime, et d'une amitie permanentes, je veux dire la raiſon, et la 
parfaite connoiflance de ce que vous valez.  JPavois eu Fhonneur de 
vous ecrire une lettre q Aix-la-Chapelle, et une autre de Spa“, mais 
je vois que ces deux lettres ont eu le meme ſort, que quatre autres 
lettres que jecrivis a madame d'Hervey, qui Etoit alors à Paris, et 
qui men a regu pas une ſeule: nous voici donc eclaircis, et nous voici 
auſſi au denouement reciproque. 

Les eaux d Aix la-Chapelle et de "GA mont fait que des repara- 
tions peu durables a mon chetif batiment, puiſqu'il n'y a pas quinze 
jours, que je crus qu'il $'ecrouloit. Mes vertiges, accompagnes des 
maux Meſtomac, qui en ſont ou la cauſe ou la ſuite, car la faculte- 
n'a pu encore decider la deſſus, mont accable: il ne men reſte a- 
preſent que la foibleſſe et la langueur. Je crois que votre tres hum- 
ble ſerviteur tire vers ſa fin, puiſque tous les maux dun age encore 
plus avance que le ſien lui tombent en foule ſur le corps. Je nrap- 
pergois meme que mon eſprit baiſſe auſſi; cela eſt tout ſimple, il faut 
s$'y attendre, le corps ayant beaucoup a dire far Feſprit, pendant leur 
union ici bas. Ce que je crains le plus, parceque cela arrive ſouvent, 
c eſt que mon corps ne ſurvive a mon eſprit, et ne traine, pendant 
quelques années, les effets humilians d'une paralyſie. Il ne me faut, 
aflurement, rien moins que cela pour ceſſer d etre votre &c. 


5 


EF 
A LAM IHM E: ; = 


"& Londres, 10 Janv; 1755. 


cte volontaire, mais qu'une dure neceilite me Va impoſe. En 
effet, depuis ſix mois, il ſemble que tous les maux qui ont jamais 
attaque des tetes, ſe ſont reunis pour accabler la mienne. Bruits 
perpetuels, migraines, vertiges, et ſurdite impenetrable, je n'ai pu la 
baiſſer pour ecrire, et la lecture meme, unique reflource des ſourds, 
m'a étè penible. Dans cette tritte fituation du matériel, Fimmate- 
ric] 
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OUS aurez bien juge, madame, que mon long ſilence na pas | 
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ſhare. Such is their union. -If I thought at all, it was fo little 
that I do not remember it, and only recollect that I wondered what 
you would think of my filence, and was ſorry I could not addreſs 
you on the new year, I will not ſay, with the compliments of the 


ſeaſon; I hate that word when I am ſpeaking to you, but with my 


ſincere wiſhes for all that was molt intereſting to you. 

It is very kind in you, madam, to think ſo much of my mis- 
fortunes, as to take the trouble of inquiring after the means of al- 
leviating them. I am perſuaded the perſon you mean, who cures 
deatnets, is the abbe de St. Julien, who has certainly performed 
great cures at Paris, but who has exerted all his ſkill upon me to nv 
manner of purpoſe. Two years ago, I ſent him an exact account 
of my caſe, he ſtudied it, anſwered all the articles one by one, and 
not only {ſent his preſcriptions in writing, but the very medicines 


themſelves, which I ſcrupulouſly. took; but my. diſorder proved 


ſtronger than he or his medicines. I have conſulted all the moſt 
noted phyſicians in Europe, but with no better ſucceſs ; and the 
obſtinacy of a hereditary deafneſs, which is now inveterate, has 
baffed all their efforts. I muſt have patience, it is the only remedy 
J have left; a ſad one indeed, and one that does not cure, but miti- 
gates, in ſome meaſure, the evils it cannot remove. I do not act 
the Stoic philoſopher; 1 feel my ſufferings, and I acknowledge them 
to be an evil, but, at the ſame time, I know, by experience, that we 
can take upon us much more than is generally imagined. If we 
be but willing, we are able to help ourſelves to a certain degree. 1 
ſeek every thing that can amuſe me, and divert the gloomy re- 
flections, which my misfortune would otherwiſe ſuggeſt. I partake 
of the ſmalleſt amuſements ; I endeavour to magnify them, and to 


make them appear conſiderable, By this means, and with the help 


of a chearful diſpoſition, I ſtill make ſhift to keep off melancholy. 
I divert myſelf but little, but then 1 do not afflict myſelf overmuch. 


LETTER 


> TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. Lxxv. _ 


riel y a ete pour ſa part; telle eſt leur union. Si Jai penſe du was 
Ca Ete ſi peu, que je ne m'en refſouviens pas, et je me rappelle ſeule- 
ment que j'ai penſe à ce que vous penſeriez de mon filence, et au regret 
que javois de ne pouvoir pas vous prevenir au renouvellement de 
cette annee, je ne dis pas, par les complimens de la ſaiſon, ce terme 14 
me choque vis-a-vis de vous, mais par les vœux finceres que je 
formois, par tout ce qui pouvoit vous interefler le plus. 

Vous avez bien de la bontt&, madame, de ſonger aſſez à mes 
malheurs, pour vous donner la peine de vous informer des moyens 
de les addoucir. je ſuis perſuade que le m&decin des ſourds, dont 
vous parlez, eſt VYabbe de St. Julien, qui a certainement fait de 
grandes eures a Paris, mais qui a très- inutilement employe tout ſon 
favoir faire ſur moi. Il y a deux ans que je lui ai envoye mon cas 
tres-exactement detaille ; il Ta etudie, il y a repondu article pour 
article, et il m'a non ſeulement envoye ſes ordonnances par ecrit, mais 
meme ſes remedes en eſpèces que Jai pris ſcrupuleuſement ; mais 
mon mal a ètè plus fort que lui et ſes remèdes. Pai confulte, de plus, 
tous les plus c&&bres médecins de I'Europe, mais avec le meme ſucces, 
et Popiniatrete d'une ſurditè herediaire, et a-preſent inveterce, a re- 
fiſte à tous leurs efforts. Il faut donc prendre patience, Ceſt le ſeul 
remede qui me reſte; triſte remede, A la verité, et qui ne guerit 
point, mais qui mitige un peu les maux, qu'elle ne peut pas gue- 
rir. Je ne fais pas le philoſophe ſtoicien; je ſens mon mal, et je 
conviens que cen eſt un, mais en meme tems je ſens par experience 
qu'on peut prendre beaucoup plus far moi- mème, qu'on ne croit ge- 
ncralement. En voulant s'aider, on s'aide a un certain point; je 
cherche tout ce qui peut m'amuſer, et faire diverſion aux triſtes re- 


flèxions, que mon malheur autrement m'inſpireroit. Je me prete aux 


moindres amuſemens; je tache de les groſſir, et den faire objet, 
moyennant quoi, et avec le fecours d'un temperamment naturelle- 
ment gai, je ſuis encore a Fabri de la melancholie ; je ne me divertis 
gueres, mais auſſi je ne nvattriſte point. 
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L E:T T. ERA LXXYIL 
TO THE SAME. 


Babiole, Aug. 21, 17 56, 


Never reckoned you, madam, in the number of thoſe vulgar 

grandmothers, who ſhew their ſtation by their wrinkles and their 
ill-temper. On the contrary, I have always taken it for granted, 
that under that character, you would have the ſame excluſive privi- 
leges as you have in all others; nor have I been miſtaken: you 
grow younger, you are grown plump, in a word, you adorn the dig- 
nity of grandmother, which is not always ſo favourable to other 
ladies. You took your meaſures very well, when you contrived to 
bring a ſecond. daughter into the world, to ſupply the place of the 


 firſt,, and to furniſh you with a ſucceſſion of thoſe pleaſing employ- 


ments, which maternal fondneſs beſtows on the education of a child. 


I doubt not but you will go on in the fame method, and I expect, 


that ten years hence, you will again notify the birth of a third, who 
will come to replace the ſecond. 

You want me to tell you how I ſpend my time at Babiole. Par- 
don me, madam; I really will not, for it would be the ready way to 
make you. change the place of. your exile. I would rather ſend you 
the fineſt deſcription in the world. of it, to induce you to come, and 
then, when you was undeceived by experience, it would be too late 
to recede. We are told, this is the way that the men often deal 
with women; but can that be true? I will not believe it. What 


you fay about lady Hervey's frequent journies is too true, and too 
| ſenſible, to leave me the leaſt hope of ſeeing you at Babiole. I believe 


you would ſooner confent to grow old, than to ramble about as ſhe 
does. I would chuſe once for all, and ſettle in the country 1 liked 
beſt. To be at eaſe, one muſt be at home; and it is having no 

home, to be always encamping and decamping like the Tartars. 
You deſire me, madam, to give you an account of your quondam 
toot-bov, who has not, I aſſure you, forgot how much he is indebted 
5 0 
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LETTRE LXXVI. 


| ALA MEM. 
A Babiole, 21 d' Abt, 1755. 
J E ne vous ai jamais comptee, madame, du nombre de ces grand- 


meres vulgaires, qui annoncent leur état par leurs rides, et leur 
mauvaiſe humeur. Au contraire, Pai toujours ſuppoſe que vous au- 


riez dans ce caractere les privileges excluſifs, que vous avez dans tous 


les autres. Je ne m'y ſuis point trompe ; vous rajeuniſſez, vous pre- 
nez de VPembonpoint, et enfin, vous ornez la dignite de grand- 
mere, qui de tems en tems depare un peu les autres. Vous avez 
auſſi bien pris vos meſures, et meme de loin, en faiſant mademoiſelle 
la ſeconde, preciſement dans le temps qu'il falloit, pour qu'elle 
remplacat mademoiſelle la premiere, et quelle vous procuràt cette 
ſucceſſion Moccupations. agreables, que Vamour maternel trouve 
dans les ſoins, et dans Veducation d'un enfant. Je ne doute pas que 
vous ne continuiez encore ſur ce ton-la, et je nvattens qu en dix ans 
qici, vous me ferez encore la notification d'une troiſieme mademot- 
ſelle, pour remplacer a ſon tour la ſeconde. 
Vous voulez que je vous detaille la vie que je mene a Babiole ; 
vous me pardonnerez, madame, mais je wen ferai rien, puiſque ce 
ſeroit le moyen de vous faire changer le lieu de votre exil. Je vous 
en ferois plutòt la plus belle deſcription du monde, pour vous y atti- 
rer, et puis, quand vous en ſeriez deſabuſee par experience, il ſeroit 
trop tard pour reculer. Voila comme on pretend que les hommes 
agiſſent ſouvent vis-a-vis des femmes, mais cela ſeroit- il poſſible ? Je 
ne veux pas le croire. Ce que vous me dites au ſujet des fre- 
quens voyages de mylady Hervey, eſt trop vrai, et trop ſenſe pour me 
laiſſer la moindre eſpèrance de vous voir a Babiole. Je crois que 
vous conſentiriez pluitot a vieillir, qua battre ja campagne comme elle 
fait. Jopterois, une fois pour toutes, et je me fixerois dans le pals 
qui me plairoit le plus: pour ctre a ſon aiſe, il faut ctre chez ſoi, et 
on wa plus de chez ſoi, quand on campe et decampe comme les 
Tartares. 
Vous voulez, madame, que je vous rende compte de votre petit 
galopin de jadis, qui n'a Das, je puis vous aſſurer, oubliè ce qu'il 
G g 2 vous 
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you. He thinks and talks of it as he ought, and it is not his fault, 
but mine, if I have not delivered the compliments he has often de- 
ſired me to preſent to you. He ſtudies, he applies, he informs him- 
felf: in that reſpect all is well; he neither games nor drinks, and as 
for the reſt, I neither ought nor will know any thing. 
It is rumoured here, as well as in France, that our two kings have 
taken it into their heads, ſhortly to declare us enemies; but I declare 
to them by theſe preſents, that they may do as they pleaſe, but'that 
I will ſooner run the riſque of being guilty of high treaſon, than 
not be devoted to you as long as I live. 


— 


— 


LETTER LUXXVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dee. 2 5, 1755. 


Y no means, madam, will I addreſs you with the threadbare com- 
pliments of the ſeaſon, which the falſhood of the heart has 
long made ſuſpicious, and the proſtitution of politeneſs has debaſed. 
A happy new year to you, then, and there's an end of it. I cannot, 
however, forbear aſſuring you of my wiſhes for your health, and J 
am ſure that is all you can want. My own ills have ſoftened my 
heart upon this ſcore, and I can hardly conceive there can be any 
other evils than ill health and deafneſs. Methinks natural evil 
. foftens as much as moral evil hardens the heart. I never give now 
to the poor who look healthy, I envy them too much, but I ruin 
myſelt in medicines and alms for the ſick. It is a bricole of ſelſ- 
love, I confeſs ; but it is human nature, and that ſame ſelf-love produces 
good as well as bad effects. Since the laſt letter I wrote to you, 1 
have not had a day's health. Faintings, giddineſs, pains in my 
ſtomach, vapors, all take it by turns, and ſometimes attack me in a 
body, and almoſt overpower me. In ſhort, I am viſibly dechning, 
and, or I am much miſtaken, you will ſoon have one very faithful 


ſervant leſs than you have now. A mind, united to ſuch a body, 
(and 
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vous doit. II y penſe, il en parle comme il doit, et Ceſt ma faute, 
et non la ſienne, fi je ne me ſuis pas acquitte des complimens, qu'il mia 
ſouvent prie de vous faire de fa part. II etudie, il Sapplique, il s'in- 
forme; à cet Egard-1a tout va bien: il ne joue, ni ne boit, et pour 
le reſte, je dois, et je veux IVignorer, 

II court un bruit ici, comme chez vous, que nos deux rois ſe ſont 
mis dans Teſprit de nous declarer bientòt ennemis, mais je leur 
declare par ces preſentes, qu'ils auront beau faire, et que je riſquerai 
plat6t le crime de leze — que celui de ne vous ètre pas de vouè 


tant que je vivrai. 


L. E TT RE LXXVII. 
A La u EN K. | 

A Londres, ce 25 Dec. 1755. 
J E rat garde, nine; de vous faire Ies complimens uſes de la 
ſaiſon, que la fauſſetè du cœur a depuis longtems rendu ſuſpects, 
et qu'une politeſſe proſtitute a avilis. Bon jour, bon an donc, et voila 
qui eft fait. Je ne puis pourtant pas m'empecher de vous affurer des 
vœux que je fais pour votre ſante; auſſi bien Ceſt tout ce qui peut 
vous manquer. Mes propres maux mont attendri ſur ce ſujet, et a 
peine puis- je comprendre qu'il y en ait autres que la mauvaile ſante, 
et la ſurditè. Il me ſemble que le mal phyſique attendrit, autant que 
le mal moral endurcit le cœur. Je ne donne plus aux pauvres, 


qui paroiſſent ſe bien porter, je les envie trop; mais je me ruine en 
medecines, et en aumones pour les malades. C'eſt une. bricole de 


ramour propre, il eſt vrai, mais Ceſt Fhumanite, et auſſi cet amour 
propre produit de bons comme de mauvais effets. Depuis la derniere 
lettre que Fai eu Phonneur de vous &crire, je rai pas paſſè un ſeul 


jour en ſante. Les foibleſſes, les vertiges, les maux Meſtumac, les 
abbatemens, ſe relevent tour- A- tour, et ſouvent S uniſſent pour m'ac- 
cabler. Enfin, je deperis à vue dil, et bient6t, ou je me trompe, 
vous aurez un tres-fidele ſerviteur de moins. Un eſprit uni a un tel 
1 corps, 


4 _— — — — 
=_ — 5 2 


"IS. 


a * 
—_ _— —— 
= —_— 


„ — 
J IQ PR 


$A EZ ns ; * 
7 — 
- —_ a — — * * 
_ — 
— —— ——— — — — — — — — 
. o 


— 
—— — — 


- — 


— 
— — — 


* — 
— - 
— —— le ets - 


COT 
** — — 
—— 
——— u— — —— — — — — 


— —_ _= —_ — 
p —— —— — 22 — * 
- "- 


rr . OO 


230 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS. 


(and unfortunately that union is a very intimate one) muſt not think 


of amuſing you, but muſt expect to tire you, if he did not haſten. 


to bid you good night, 


— 


—— 
- 


LETT EN LIIIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Little Chartrenſe, June g. 

HE late Babiole, madam, preſents her moſt humble reſpects to 
Bagatelle, and acquaints her that ſhe has changed her name, tv 

take that of the little Chartreuſe, which is far more ſuitable to her 
preſent ſituation. I thought it highly proper to give you this hint, 
by way of preparing you to receive very dull letters. And, indeed, 


what can I ſay to you from my cell, where I ſee nobody, and hear 


nothing? I fpare you the zniemento mori, which is what we car- 
thuſians ſay to one another, at the hours when we are allowed to 
ſpeak, becauſe I will not have you die, nor think of death, this great 
while. You have ſtill a great deal of time to live, and many happy 
days to ſee; and I ſay for you, what a dying cardinal ſaid for himſelf, 
when the prieſt, who adminiſtered the ſacraments to him, prayed to 
God to receive his ſoul, /, ma non adeſſo. (Yes, but not yet.) 

I have had no letters from your little ward, ſince he has ſeen you 


this time at Paris; but as I know you both ſo well, I know, as if ! 


had been preſent, that you have given him a thouſand proots of your 
friendſhip, and, that on his ſide, he has felt much more than he has 
expreſſed, for- he is rather too ſhy of ſpeaking. He has excellent 
goods in his ſhop, but he has not the knack of ſhewing them, and 
letting them off properly. In ſhort, after all the pains I have taken, 


he has ſtill too much of the Engliſhman about him. But hold: my 


» 9 — 


hour of ſilence draws near, luckily for you; and as ſolitude turns 
Fools to idiots, and wits to madmen, whichever is my lot, it is not 
fair that you ſhould be a ſufferer; ſo good night, madam, 


LET- 
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ſonger à vous amuſer, mais doit bien Sattendre a vous ennuyer, Sil 
ne vous donnoit pas de bonne heure le bon ſoir. 


LETTRE LXXIX. 


A LA TOI 


A la petite Chartreuſe; 5 Juin, 


'EU Babiole, madame, aſſure Bagatelle de ſes tres-humbles reſ- 
pects, et lui fait ſavoir quelle a change de nom, pour prendre 
celui de la petite Charteuſe, qui convient bien mieux à ſa poſition 
preſente. Jai cru qu'il Ctoit neceſſatre de vous donner ce petit avis, 
pour vous Preparer a recevoir des lettres fort ennuyantes. En effet, 
que puis-je vous dire de ma cellule, on je ne vois perſonne, et ou 
je n'entends rien? Je vous epargne le memento mori, qui eſt ce que 
nous autres nous diſons, aux heures que la parole nous eſt permiſe, 
parceque je ne veux pas que vous mouriez, ou que vous penſiez à la 
mort de longtems. Vous avez encore bien du tems, et bien du bon 
tems meme, A vivre, et je dis pour vous, ce qu'un cardinal mori- 
bond diſoit pour lai-meme, quand le pretre, qui lui donnoit les ſacre- 
mens, prioit Dieu de recevoir fon ame, i, ma non ade. 


Je wai pas eu des lettres de votre petit protege, depuis qu'il vous 


aura fait ſa cour cette fois à Paris; mais, vous connoiffant tous deux, 
comme je fais, je ſais comme fi j avois ete preſent, que vous lui avez 
donne mille temoignages de votre amitie, et que lui, de ſon cote, en 
a ſenti Ia plus vive reconnoiſſance, mieux qu'il ne Paura exprimee, car 
1 eſt aſſez, ou plùtòt trop taciturne. Il a de très- bonnes marchan- 
diſes dans fa boutique, mais il n'a pas le talent de les etaler, et de les 
faire valoir, comme il devroit. Enfin, malgre tous les ſoins que j'ai 
pris pour le decrotter, il eſt encore trop Anglois. Mais a propos, 
mon heure de filence approche, heureuſement pour vous, et comme 
la ſolitude rend les fots betes, et les gens d'eſprit fous, quelle que: 
puiſſe etre ma part a cette alternative, il meſt pas juſte que vous en 
fouffriez ; bon ſoir donc madame. 


LEr- 


corps (et cette union eſt malheureuſement très- intime) ne doit pas 


— . — _ 
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VV 


TO THE SAME. 


| as * | Bath, Dec. 7, 1762, 
T laſt, madam, things are once more returned into their right 
channel; our ports are open, the poſt goes as uſual, and our 
epiſtolary commerce is free. I prefer this commerce to that of 
America, It is not unlike it in one reſpect ; for I put you off with 
paltry ſhells, and, in return, you give me gold and precious ſtones, 
or, what I value infinitely more, your letters. Indeed, madam, they 
are the greateſt comfort of my melancholy life; they ſpeak to my 
eyes moſt delightfully, and now I can hear but through my eyes. 
I have been bathing here for a month, to remove, if poſſible, the 
remains of my rheumatiſm, but hitherto I find no benefit, ſo that 1 
reckon to return to town in a fortnight. All places are much alike 
to me, but I think home is moſt convenient. | 
As I know you are connected. with the duke of Nevers,. you may 
aſſure him that the duke of Nivernois is beloved, reſpected, and ad- 
mired by all the ſenſible people, both at court and in the town. 
My teſtimony ought not to be ſuſpected ; a carthuſian, like me, can 
have no intereſt to ſerve by flattering any one. I durſt not mention 
to him the affair of the reverend fathers ; it might be an indiſcretion, 
eſpecially if, as I ſuppoſe, there be ſome reaſon of ſtate at the bottom. 
I very much queſtion, whether their abilities, which have hitherto 
been ſo ſerviceable to them, will be able to extricate them now. The 
preſent age is not favourable to religious ſocieties, it is too much 
enlightened, and I tremble for the holy father himſelf in the next 
century. 8 
I can aſſure you, with great truth, that, had I not been deaf, 1 
ſhould have been wich you a fortnight ago, but I will frankly con- 
feſs, it would be too mortifying for ſelf-love, to ſhew myſelf in the 
condition I am in. I really believe a better climate might le of ſervice 


to my health in general, but, whilſt he who {peaks to me of climate 
| {peaks 


oo” 
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LETTRE.LXXX 
ALA M'E N B. ö | | * | 

A Bath, ce 5 Dec. 1562. 
La fin, madame, voila les choſes rentrees dans Tordre; nos 
ports ſont ouverts, les poſtes courent, et notre commerce de 
lettres eſt libre. Je prèfère ce commerce a celui de PAmerique, au- 
quel par un cotẽ, il reſſemble un peu, car je n'y fournis que des 
coquillages, et en Echange, vous me donnez de or, et des pierreries, 


ou ce que ſeſtime infiniment plus, vos lettres. En verite, ma- 
dame, elles font la conſolation la plus douce de ma triſte vie; 


elles parlent a mes yeux le plus agreablement du monde, et à-prèſent 


Ceſt par les yeux ſeulement que jentends. Depuis un mois, je 
prens les bains ici, pour guerir, fi cela fe peut, le reſte de mon rhu- 
matiſme; mais juſquici je mai rien gagne, de ſorte qu'en quinze 
jours je compte de retourner a Londres, quoique tous les lieux du 
monde me ſoient aſſez indifferens ; ppurtant on eſt plus commode- 
ent chez ſol. 

Comme je ſais que vous. tes en liaiſon avec monſieur le duc de 
Nevers, vous pouvez Faſſurer que monſieur de Nivernois eſt aime, 
reſpectè et admire par tout ce qu'il y a dhonnètes gens à la cour, et à 
la ville. Mon temoignage ne doit pas ètre ſuſpect; un chartreux 
comme mol n'a pas d'intérèt a flatter perſonne. Je mai pas ofe lui 
parler de Vaffaire des reverends pères, il pourroit y avoir de Vindiſ- 
cretion, ſur tout ſi, comme je le ſuppoſe, il y avoit quelque rai- 
ſon detat la- deſſous. Je doute fort que leur habileté, qui leur a 
ſi bien ſervi juſquiici, puiſſe «les tirer d' affaire a-preſens Ce fiecle 
weſt pas favorable aux fſocietes religieuſes, il eſt trop <claire, et je 
tremble meme pour le ſaint pere dans le ficcle prochain. | 
Je vous aſſure tres-veritablement que, fi je wavois pas <te ſourd, 


Jaurois ete pres de vous il y a quinze jours; Pais je vous avouerai 


tout naturellement, que ce ſeroit trop humiliant pour mon amour 
propre, de me preſenter en Vetat ou je ſuis. Je crois bien qu'un 
meilleur climat me feroit du bien, par rapport a ma ſantè en general; 

VoL. II. I h mais 
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ſpeaks to a deaf man, I ſhall keep where I am. It is not worth my 
while to remove, The late prefident Monteſquieu uſed to tell me, 
he knew how to be blind; but I confeſs I do not know how to be 
deaf. I cannot accuſtom myſelf to it, and am juſt as much mortified 
at it, and as peeviſh, as I was the firſt week. No * is proof 
againſt deafneſs. 


L ET TE N LAXXL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 14, 1763. 


6 O UNT d'Ufſfon has ſent me Mr. de Voiſenon's ſpeech*, for 

which I return you many thanks. I am highly pleaſed with 
it; he has given a new turn to, a ſubject that is quite worn out, 
and he expreſſes himſelf with warmth and elegance. I will not 
tell you the anſwer is equally brilliant, but at leaft there is truth 
in all jt ſays of the duke of Nivernois, who certainly deſerves the 
beſt that can be ſaid of a man. He accommodates himſelf to all our 
manners, as if they were natural to him, though God knows they 
are widely different from his own. He pleaſes every body, but, 
in the main, he muſt divert himſelf, as Froiſſard ſays, 9oult 7ri/ie- 
ment d la mode de notre pars. My deafneſs, and his own buſineſs, 
have prevented my ſeeing him ſo often as I could have wiſhed, ſo 
that I had rather, for his own fake, fee him return to his own 
country, t6 the boſom of his family, which he loves, and to the 
enjoyment of thoſe ſocial pleaſures, for which he is ſo well calcula- 
ted, as well as for buſineſs. 


On his reception into the French academy, at Paris, 


| E T- 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXXX. LXXXI. 235 


mais pendant que qui me parle d'un climat, parle a un ſourd, je ne 
le changerai pas; cela ne vaut pas la peine. Le feu preſident de 
Monteſt quieu me diſoit 9 ' ſavoit etre aveugle, il Vavoit été fi long- 
tems, mais j'avoue que je ne ſais pas Etre ſourd; je ne puis pas m'y 
accoutumer, et ſen ſuis humilie et chagrin, comme la premiere ſe- 
maine. II ny a pas de philoſophie, qui tienne contre la ſurdite. 


OI” 


LIT TR LXXXI. 
A LA Mi uE. 


A Londres, 14 Fev. 1763, 


E comte d'Uflon m'a envoye le diſcours de monſieur de Voiſe- 

non *, dont je vous rends mille graces, il me plait infiniment ; | 
il a donne un nouveau tour a un ſujet tres-uſe, et il sex prime avec 
feu, et elegance. Je ne vous dirai pas que la reponſe de * * * ſoit ega- 
lement brillante, mais au moins il y a du vrai, en tout ce qu'il dit de 
monſieur de Nivernois, qui ſurement merite tout ce qu'on peut dire 
de mieux d'un homme. ll ſe fait a toutes nos manieres comme ſi 
elles lui ctoient naturelles, et pourtant Dieu ſait qu'elles ſont bien 
differentes des ſiennes. 11 plait a tout le monde, mais pourtant au 
tond, il doit ſe divertir, comme dit Froiſſard, uboult triſtiement a la 
mode de notre pays. Ma ſurdite et ſes affaires m'empechent de profi- 
ter de ſon {cjour ici, autant que je le ſouhaiterois, fi bien que, pour 
Pamour de hai, je le voudrois de retour dans fa patrie, dans le ſein de 
fa famille, qu'il cherit, et jouiſſant des plaifirs dune aimable ſocicte, 
pour leſquels la nature Va forme, auſſi bien que pour les affaires. 


Hh LET- 


da 
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TO THE SAME. 


June 10. 

| O, madam, the poor remains of my days are not worth the 
care you recommend, nor the kind concern you were pleaſed 
to expreſs. At ſixty-eight, with a broken conſtitution, and an here- 
ditary and inveterate deafneſs, I might change climate ever ſo much, 
and go the world over, u ſorrows woutd /till follow me cloſe at my 
heels *, I neither do, nor ought to think of any thing but ending 
my days gently, and killing time the beſt I can, now that it is become 
my enemy. 

Your friend prince Czartorinſky has brought me the letter you ho- 
nored me with, and was ſo obliging as to partake of a very ſmall din- 
ner at my Chartreuſe. He began with me in a very agreeable manner, 
by ſpeaking of you his protectreſs, in the ſame ſtrain as I ſhould have 
done, if he had not been before hand with me. He has nothing 
of the Sarmatian about him, for he is good-natured, and aims at 
pleaſing ; but then he has not quite got the French ſprightlineſs, 
which, in moderation, is ſo becoming to young people. Madam 
de Boufflers is very much liked here, as I have been told, for I 
have not ſeen her, which I am ſorry for; but then ſhe has not ſeen 
me, which I am glad of. I am told her behaviour is quite natural 


and eaſy, that ſhe gives herſelf no airs, and makes no ſhew of her 
wit and learning, 


* A fine line of Boileau, Epiſtle, V. 44, imitated and improved from the following lines of 
Horace; Carmin. Lib. III. i. 37. | 
| Timor et mine 
Scandunt eodem quo dominus ; neque 
Decedit ærata triremi, et 
Poſt equitem ſedet atra cura. 


L. E T- 


of 


- 
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CUETTER ix 


A LA MEME, 


j 


Ce 10 juin. 


ON, madame, le triſte reſte de mes jours ne vaut pas les ſoins 

que vous m'indiquez, ni Vinteret que vous voulez bien y pren- 
dre. A ſoixante-huit ans, avec une conſtitution delabree, et une ſur- 
dite hereditaire .et inveterce, jaurois beau changer de climat, et cou- 
rir le monde, on nrappliqueroit avec raiſon, | 


Le chagrin monte en croupe et galoppe avec lui * : 


Je ne penſe, et je ne dois penſer, qua finir tout doucement, et tuer 
le tems, qui eſt devenu mon ennemi, auſſi bien que je le puis. 
Votre protege le prince Czartorinſki m'a apporte la lettre, dont vous 
m'avez honore, et a bien voulu prendre un très- petit diner a ma 
Chartreuſe. Il a bien agreablement debute avec moi, en me par- 
lant de vous, de la meme fagon que je lui aurois parle, Sil ne merit 
pas prevenu. 11 weſt point du tout Sarmate, car il a de la douceur, 
et cherche à plaire; mais auſſi il na pas pris la vivacite Francoiſe, qui, 
dans de certaines bornes, fied fi bien aux jeunes gens. Madame de 
Boufflers eſt fort goùtèe ici, a ce qu'on me dit, car je ne T'ai point 
vue, dont je ſuis fache ; mais auſſi elle ne m'a point vd, dont je ſuis 


bien-aiſe. On m'aſſure qu'elle eſt fort naturelle et aiſte, ſans preten- 


ſions, et n'affichant pas le bel eſprit et le ſavoir. 
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LETTER LXXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 23, 1764, 

Y head really ſwims, madam, but I cannot tell whether it is 

owing to a return of my uſual giddineſs, or to your laſt letter, 

which 1s indeed enough to turn a ſtronger brain than mine. Spare 

it a little more for the future, I intreat you, for though young 

people may ſometimes be allowed to be conceited, you will own it 

would be rather unbecoming at ſeventy, and alas! that is the age of 
your very faithful ſervant. 

I allow, madam, that you alledge a thouſand good reaſons why 1 
ſhould look for a purer air in the ſouthern climates, and I ſhould 
not want much perſuaſion, if I were not deaf, impenetrably deaf, 
and incurably ſo, as my deafneſs. is hereditary. On this principle 
I have made a very exact calculation, the reſult of which is, that 
the profit is not worth the coſt. Beſides, as I am ſhortly to ſet 
out on a longer journey, it is not worth my while to pack up for 
Provence or Languedoc. Fob, with all his ſufferings *, had not 
more patience than my philoſophy procures me. Reading employs 
and amuſes me. Beſides, I am at leiſure to hold many a conference 
with myſelt, which I truſt I am the better for, and which I had 
never thought of whilſt I was hurried away by the whirlwind of 
buſineſs or pleaſure; ſo that, I thank God, I am neither melan- 
choly nor peeviſh, and, notwithſtanding all my woes, I know ſome 
who are more wretched. | 

Your little ward ſets out next week for Dreſden, where the king 
has done him the honor to appoint him his envoy. He goes by 
the way of Paris, chiefly, I believe, to pay his court to your lady- 
thip. 


The beginning of a famous French ſonnet, by Benſerade. 


LET- 
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LET FTI 
ALAM 2 m E. | 
A Londres, ce 23 d'Avri!, 1764. 


; 5 
A tete me tourne actuellement, madame, mais je ne ſais pas fi 
ceſt un retour de mes vertiges ordinaires, ou fi Ceſt votre der- 


5 niere lettre qui en eſt la cauſe, car, de bonne foi, elle a bien de quoi 
8 tourner une tète plus ferme que la mienne. Menagez-la un peu à 
8 Pavenir, je vous en ſupplie, car quoique la fatuite ſoit permiſe, et 
8 quelquefois meme utile aux jeunes gens, vous m' avouerez quelle ne 
of ſied pas trop bien aux ſeptuagenaires, et malheureuſement votre tres- 
fdele ſerviteur eſt de ce nombre. 
1 Je conviens, madame, que vous me donnez mille bonnes raiſons,, 
ld pour chercher un air plus pur dans les climats meridionaux, et je ne 
lf, me le ferois pas dire deux fois, ſi je n'etois pas ſourd; mais ſourd, 
8 d'une ſurditè impenetrable, et incurable, parce qu'elle eſt hereditaire. 
1 Sur ce principe, j'ai fait un calcul fort exact, dont le reſultat eſt, que 
et le jeu ne vaut pas la chandelle. D'ailleurs, comme je demenagerai 
W. bient6t pour un plus grand voyage, il ne vaut pas la peine de m'em- 
8 baller pour deux ou trois mois, a Padrefle de la Provence, ou du Lan- 
ys guedoc. Fob de mille maux atteint* n'avoit pas plus de patience, que 
15 ma philoſophie ne m'en procure, la lecture moccupe et m'amuſe: 
ad Vailleurs, Jai le loiſir avoir pluſieurs tete-a-tetes avec moi-meme, 
oc dont je me flatte d'avoir profite, et auxquels je n'avois jamais penſe, 
” pendant que j tois rapidement emporte, par le tourbillon des affaires, 
me ou des plaiſirs; de ſorte que, graces a Dieu, je nai ni melancholie ni 
| humeur, et nonobſtant tous mes maux fen connois de plus miſerables. 
8 Votre petit protege part la ſemaine qui vient pour Dreſde, ou le roi 
0 a eu la bonte de le nommer ſon envoye. II prend le chemin de 


Paris, principalement, a ce que je crois, pour avoir Thonneur de vous: 
y faire {a cour. 


* 


240 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


LETTRER LXXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 20, 1768. 


HE moment I received your laſt letter but one, I ſent the in- 

cloſed to lady Holland. You need never be afraid, madam, 
that I ſhould delay one inſtant the execution of the orders, you will 
pleaſe to ſend me when it is in my power : but alas! what is in 
my power? Old age, which is of itſelf a ſufficient evil, and the 
natural evils I labour under, make me alike” uſeleſs to myſelf and 
others. I have nothing in the world left but reading; and even 
that has loſt much of its charm with me, ſince it is become a matter 
of neceſſity, and not of choice. One would think I were married 
to it. Your good authors are my chief reſource, for at preſent we 
have very few of our own. Voltaire eſpecially, old and decrepit 


as he may well be (for he 1s exactly of my age) delights me, barring 


his impiety, with which he cannot forbear larding every thing he 
writes. It would be much wiſer in him to ſuppreſs it, for, after all, 
no man ou to break through the order that is eſtabliſhed. Let 
every one ihink as he pleaſes, or as he can; but let him keep his 
notions to himſelf, if they be of ſuch a nature as may diſturb the 
peace of ſociety. 

I believe you will not quarrel with me for introducing general 
Irwin to your acquintance. For an Engliſhman, he is a well-bred 
man, which I am ſorry to ſay is no very common thing in this 
country. Some of the French have told me, that the many young 
people we ſend over. to Paris have infected yours, and have inocu- 
lated them with much of our rude and unmannerly behaviour. 
If that is true, it muſt be lately ----- But I am ſenſible that I am 
prating away too much; therefore I break off abruptly, and without 
telling you of the reſpectful attachment and inviolable friendſhip, 
with which I ſhall ever be, madam, your &c. 


2 


LET- 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. LXXXIV. 245 
: \— 


LETTRE LXXXIV. 


ALA MEME, 


A Londres, ce 20 Juin, 1768. 


D ANS le moment que je recus votre avant-derniere lettre, 
Jenvoyai celle qu'elle contenoit a mylady Holland. Ne craignez 
jamais, madame, que je remette pour un inſtant Fexecution des 
ordres, dont vous voudrez bien me charger, quand il dependra de moi. 
Mais, helas ! qu'eſt- ce quidepend de moi? La vieillefle, qui celle- meme 
eſt un mal aſſez grand, et de ſurcroit les maux phyſiques, dont je 
ſuis accable, me rendent egalement inutile aux autres et a moi-mème. 
Je rai au monde que la lecture en partage; encore a-t-elle perdu 
beaucoup de ſes charmes aupres de moi, depuis quelle eſt devenue 
une affaire de neceſfſite, et non de choix: on diroit que je Pai Epoulſee. 
Vos bons auteurs ſont ma principale reſſource; car à-préſent nous 
en avons tres peu ici. Voltaire ſurtout, vieux et baifle comme il 
peut bien Ietre, étant preciſement de mon age, me charme, à ſon 
impiete pres, dont il ne peut pas $'empecher de larder tout ce quiil 
Ecrit, et qu'il feroit mieux de ſupprimer ſagement, puisqu'au bout 
du compte on ne doit pas troubler Yordre établi. Que chacun 
penſe comme il veut, ou plitdt comme il peut, mais qu'il ne com- 
munique pas ſes idées, des qu'elles ſont d'une nature à pouvoir 
troubler le repos de la ſociete, 
Je ne crois pas que vous me reprochiez de vous avoir endoſſc 
monſieur le general Irwin: car pour un Anglais il a des manieres, 
ce qu'il faut avouer, eſt aſſez rare dans ce pais ici. Des Francois 
m' ont dit que notre nombreuſe jeuneſſe a Paris a infecte la votre, 
et leur a inocule beaucoup de nos manieres impolies et bruſques. 
Si cela eſt vrai, il faut que ce ſoit depuis peu — mais je ſens que 
je bavarde trop; je finis donc bruſquement, et ſans vous dire Tat- 
tachement reſpectueux, et Vamitie inviolable, avec leſquels Iv: {erat 
toute ma vie, madame, votre, &c. 
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LETTER LXXXV. 


TO MADAME DU BOCCAGE®. 


London, June 14, O. S. 17 o. 


D*. us ſpeak frankly, madam. You muſt agree with me, that 

your merit, and the reputation, you have acquired, will every 
where prove a ſufficient recommendation; and will, in all countries, 
procure you the ſame reception, as you have met with in Holland. 
I have not pretended to recommend you to Mr. Dayrolles; I only told 
him you were coming. I have acted the part of a news- 
writer, and inſerted a paragraph, importing that Mrs. du Boccage 
was preparing to ſet out from London for the Hague. For ſome 
people ſuch a recommendation is ſufficient. 

During four days ſtay in Holland, you have framed the fame no- 
tions of the Dutch, as I had conceived during more than four years 
reſidence among them, and you recall them all to me in the compaſs 
of four lines. It is ſo true, that the men are flow, that I do not recol- 
lect I ever ſaw one, who was what would be called young in any 
other country. But if you imagine their women to be as ſtill as the 
waters of their canals, and as cleanly as their houſes, two thirds of 
the huſbands would contradict you, and would tell you, though in a 
whiſper, that they are only ſo outwardly. At home they are mere 
Amazons, and the huſbands are the wretched captives, deſtined to 
perpetuate the gyuarchy. Accordingly, they people at a great rate, 
and with all the gravity imaginable. They conſider propagation as 
an article, that is neceſſary to their commerce, and they acquit them- 
{elves as good patriots. 

The epithet of motionleſs, which you beſtow on my friend Mr. 
L—, is a very juſt one. The good man ſeems to be rather the 
keeper than the owner of his collection of pictures. He ſhews 

them 


* Theſe letters I received from Madame du Boccage, to whom they were written by the noble 


author. He had ſhewn uncommon civilities both to her huſband and herſelf, during mo oy 1 
nzland, 
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CE TTEE LIT; 


A MADAME DU BOC SAGE. 


A Londres, 14 Juin, V. S. 1956, 
RLONS naturellement, madame. Convenez avec moi que 
votre merite, et la reputation que vous vous etes acquiſe, vous 


ſeront par- tout des recommandations ſuffiſantes, et vous procureront 


en tout pais l'accueil que vous avez trouvè en Hollande. Je nai pas 
pretendu vous recommander a M. Dayrolles ; je vous ai ſimplement 
annoncee. J'ai ete votre nouvelliſte, et j ai mis ſeulement dans ma 
feuille volante que madame du Boccage ſe diſpoſoit à partir de Londres 
pour la Haye. Voila tout ce qu'il faut a de certaines gens. 

En quatre jours de ſéjour en Hollande, vous vous en tes fait les 


memes idees, qu un ſéjour de plus de quatre ans m'en avoient données, 


et vous me les rappellez toutes en quatre lignes. Il eſt ſi vrai que les 
hommes y ſont tardifs, que je ne me ſouviens pas d'y en avoir vu, 
qui fuſſent ce qu'en tout autre pais on appelleroit jeunes. Mais fi 
vous y croyez les femmes auſſi tranquilles que les eaux de leurs 
canaux, et auſſi propres que leurs maiſons, les deux tiers des maris 
n'en conviendroient pas, et vous dirotent, a Toreille s' entend, que 
ce n'eſt qua Vexterieur. Chez elles ce ſont des Amazones, et les maris 
les malheureux captifs, deſtines a perpetuer la ganarrbie. Auſſi 
peuplent-ils infiniment, et du plus grand ſerieux du monde. Is 
enviſagent la fabrique des enfans comme un article ncceflaire à leur 
commerce, et $'en acquittent en bons citoyens. | 
L*epithete immobile, que vous donnez a mon ami L— eſt des plus 
juſtes. Le bon homme ſemble avoir ſculement le ſoin et non la pro- 
priete de ſes tableaux. Il les montre avec une indiffèrence ſi ſtoique, 


England, and his example was followed by the perſons of the moſt diſtinguiſhed rank and wit, 
and among them particularly by lady Hervey, the dutcheſs of Richmond, lord and lady Holder- 
neſs, lady Allen, Mrs, Cleland, Mrs. Montague, aud many more. The earl complimented 
our French Sappho with the buſts of the great Engliſh pocts, whom ſhe had imitated in her 
own _ Her ſenſe of his merit and favours, ſhe has expreiled in the account of her jour- 
ney, given by herſelf, and publithed inEngliſh, in two ſinall volumes, in 1770. 
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them with ſuch ſtoical indifference, that he puts me in mind of 
certain black gentlemen in Turkey, who are the motionleſs keepers 
of the fineſt originals in the world. I really envy him a good 
many of his pictures, and I think I may do ſo without any breach 
of the tenth commandment, which muſt certainly ſuppoſe that our 
neighbour enjoys what we are not to covet. This caſe of conſcience 
appears to me a very clear, and I am ſure it is a very convenient one; 
for it may be extended very far. I don't know, whether the twenty. 
four* have conſidered of it. 

Are not you quite exhauſted, madam, with all the advances you 
have been obliged to make, in order to get at the ſight of ſo ſingular 
an original as my baron f? His long-eſtabliſhed reputation is a ſecu- 
rity to all other reputations. For upwards of fifteen years, he has pub- 
licly and ſolemnly renounced that of the five ſenſes, which alone 
can endanger any reputation j, and has ſo ſcrupulouſly obſerved his re- 
nunciation, that it is enough to put all the kings on earth to the 
bluſh. I am in daily expectation of your picture, which I am very 
ſure he will ſend me; I will certainly let you have a copy. If it is 
not like, at leaſt it will not be flattered ; for my baron is no flatterer. 
Prav, madam, don't ſuffer your taſte to be perverted by his, nor 
take a fancy to the ſimplicity, or rather inſipidity, of Greek tragedy, 
which we pretend to admire that we may appear learned, but which 
we find very tireſome. Be ſure, for that is in character, always to ex- 
cite more delicate and ſofter paſſions, than thoſe of horror and fear, 
and do not introduce a chorus of unknown perſons to explain, God 
knows how, what the principal characters ſeem to be ignorant of. 
I am far from ſuſpecting your ſagacity ; and your Amazons ||, with 
their ſimplicity, are an inſtance in point. | 

What an honor would it be for me, if my buſt deſerved the place 
you offer it! But how raortifying, ſhould you be called upon to 
prove the qualifications of the new comer! Believe me, madam, let 
us both keep out of the ſcrape, and remain on the ſafe fide, I will 
{end you two buſts, which not only deſerve, but claim a place in 


* The doctors of Sorbone, as I preſume, 
+ Baron de Kreuningen at the Hague, He is ſtill living, and unites great ſingularities to great 
knowledge and great parts, 


your 
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qu'il me rappelle certains meſſieurs noirs en Turquie, qui ont un 
ſoin immobile des plus beaux originaux du monde. ll eſt vrai que je 
lui envie un bon nombre dè ſes tableaux, et je crois pouvoir le faire, 
ſans donner la moindre atteinte au dixieme commandement, qui ſup- 
poſe ſans doute que les gens jouiſſent de ce qu'il ne faut pas que les au- 
tres convoitent, Je trouve ce cas de conſcience des plus clairs, et ſire- 
ment des plus commodes; car il va loin, je ne ſais ſi les vingt- 
quatre * y ont penſè. 

Reſpirez- vous, madame, fur les avances que la ſingularité de mon 
baron + vous aura obligee de faire pour voir un tel original. Sa 
reputation depuis longtems conſtatèe met tautes les autres reputa- - 
tions en ſirete. Depuis plus de quinze ans, il a renonce publique- - 
ment et ſolemnellement a celui des cinq ſens 3, qui ſeul met les repu- | 
tations en danger; et obſerve ſa renonciation avec un ſcrupule, qui 
devroit faire rougir tous les rois de la terre. Je mattends tous les 
jours à votre portrait, et ſuis bien ſur qu'il m'en fera part: je pro- 
mets de vous en envoyer copie. Sil ne reſſemble pas bien, du moins 
il ne ſera pas flatte : mon baron reſt nullement adulateur. Au 
reſte, madame, ne laiſſez pas ſeduire votre goùt par le ſien; ne vous 
pretez pas a la ſimplicite, ou plùtòt a la fadeur, de la tragedie Grecque, 
que nous faiſons ſemblant d' admirer pour paroitre ſavans, mais qui 
nous ennuye fort. Excitez toujours, comme il vous convient de le 
faire, des paſſions plus delicates, plus douces que celles de Vhorreur 
et de la crainte; et ne nous donnez pas des chorus de gens incon- 
nus, pour developper, Dieu fait par quel moyen, ce que les plus 
intéreſſes de la piece ſemblent ignorer. Vous ne m'etes pas ſuſ- 
pecte ; et vos Amazones ||, avec leur ſimplicite, me ſont garantes du 
contraire. 

Quil, me ſereit glorieux, {i mon buſte meritoit la place que vous, 
hui offrez ! Mais quil me ſeroit humiliant, fi Yon vous obligeoit de 
faire les preuves de votre nouveau ven ! Croyez-moi, madame, ne 
nous commettons, ni un ni Tautre; allons au plus ſar, Je vous. 
enverrai deux buſtes, qui non ſeulement meèritent, mais exigent 
une place dans votre jardin, tant ils ſe ſont trouves bien dans votre 


+ That of feeling. A tragedy written by that lady, 
4 


cabinet, 


246 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


your garden, in conſequence of the reception they have met with 
in your cloſet, I mean Milton and Pope. There they will not be 
afraid of company, be it ever ſo good; beſides, they have already got 
their vouchers and their patents, counter-{igned by your own hand. 
I ſhall ſend them as ſoon as they are done. | 

| We are not ſo vain as to flatter ourſelves that you regret England 
a little, but we hope we are not baniſhed from your remembrance. 
We pretend that our regret for your departure gives us ſome claim 
upon you. Indeed, madam, you have made as many friends and 
admirers as acquaintance in this country. In one ſenſe, I claim the 
| precedence in this company, but it is only on account of the reſpect 
and attachment, with which I have the honor to be very ſincerely, 


| 
i 


[ Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


Lady Cheſterfield preſents her compliments to you and to Mr. 
du Boccage; permit me to add mine for him. 


LETTER LXXXVL 
TO THE SAME. 


London, July 25, O. S. 1750. 
MADAM, 
Vo have parried the blow 1 was going to ſtrike. At the 
A very inſtant I received your letter, I was taking up my pen to 
attack you; I take it now to thank you for an epiſtle ſo agreeable 
and ſo full of intereſting particulars, that it has not only appeaſed 
my anger, but excited in me the warmeſt gratitude. You are bound 
in conſcience to make us ſome amends for the naughty trick you 


Played us. You came here, but juſt to make us regret your going 
6 away. 


ts amn i. 8 
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cabinet, je veux dire Milton et Pope, ils n'y craindront pas la compa- 
gnie, quelque bonne quelle ſoit ; d ailleurs, ils ont deja leurs preuves 
, et leur patentes contre-ſignees de yotre propre main : des qu'ils ſeront 
f faits, je vous les enverrai. 5 

Nous ne nous flattons pas que vous regrettiez un peu PAngleterre, 
mais nous eſperons de n'etre pas bannis de votre ſouvenir. Nous 
pretendons que nos regrets de votre depart nous donnent de certains 
droits. En verite, madame, vous vous etes fait dans ce pais-ci autant 
amis et de ſerviteurs, que vous y avez fait de connoiſſances; dans un 
ſens je pretends au haut bout dans cette compagnie, mais C eſt unique- 
ment par le reſpect et VYattachement, avec leſquels j'ai Phonneur d'ètre, 

tres-parfairement, 


* yo 


XY" SG Roo” Jo 0.” 


Votre tres-humble et obéiſſant ſerviteur, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


Madame de Cheſterfield me charge de ſes complimens pour vous 
et pour monſieur du Boccage ; permettez que jy ajoute les 
miens pour lui. 


LI Tr EXESVE 


ALA MIME. 


- | A Londres, ce 25 Juillet, V. S. 1750, 
MADAME, 


: | Vo US avez pare le coup, que j'allois vous porter. Au moment 

que je recols la votre, je prenois la plume pour vous attaquer; 
je la prends a-preſent pour vous remercier d'une lettre, dont les agre- 
mens et les details intereflans, non ſeulement calment ma colere, mais 
excitent ma plus vive reconnoiflance. En conſcience vous nous 
devez reparation du mauvais tour que vous nous avez joue. Vous 


| n'ttes venue ici que pour nous donner des regrets de votre depart ; 
Vous 
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away. You flattered us with the hopes of a longer ſtay ; but as ſoon 
as you found that the blow was ſtruck, you were gone. We there- 
fore condemn you to heavy epiſtolary penalties, which are the more 
juſt, as they are proportioned to your abilities to pay. Take notice 
that your offence 1s not levelled at England alone, but at the mari- 
time powers; for Mr. Dayrolles, who came home a week ago, tells 
me that Holland joins with us in lamenting your abſence. The 
Dutch miay avenge their own quarrel; for my part, like a true ally, 
1 only think of my own private intereſt. 

1 am told, Cleopatra“ has not ſucceeded. The piece is certainly 
311 conducted, and I can hardly perſuade myſelf that the author of 


| Ariſtomenes and Denys the tyrant has made a faulty tragedy an ſo fine 


a ſubject. It is allowed that he has fire, genius, and poetical talents; 


no matter, he may poſſibly have tranſgreſſed ſome of the drama- 


tic laws, and he ſtands condemned. You have clogged yourſelves 


with very heavy poetical ſhackles, and every good writer muſt groan 


under their weight, and with to break them; while on the contrary 
a ſpiritleſs author, like a ſpiritleſs lover, hugs his chains. The one 


grows regular, the other reſpectful, from want of powers. Poſſibly 


Rome /auvee may ſhare the ſame fate. Voltaire chuſes to ſtrike out 
new rules of his own; and faſhion governs your deciſions, ſtill more 
than ours, in judging of the works of the poets, as well as of the 
artificers. However, I am ſure his Cicero will be very unlike that of 


Crebillon, who, in the moſt ſtriking incident of his life, is a mere 


idiot. In ſhort, whatever your public may ſay, I am delighted with 


all that Voltaire writes. Always the fineſt verſes in the world, bril- 


liant and juſt ideas; I aſk no more; non paucis offendar maculis. 
By the ſpecimen madame de Graffigny has given of the delicacy 


of her wit in the Peruvian letters, I have a favourable opinion of her 
play though I do not like thole tragical and weeping comedies. 1 


would have things be what they are; I love to laugh and to cry in 


form. Something, however, may be ſaid in their favour. Horace 
allows comedy to ſoar a little now and then ; and intereſt, ſentiment, 
and affecting ſituations, are not reſtrained to kings and heroes; they 


are to be met with in common life. 


* A tragedy by Mr. Marmontel, an author deſervedly much admired & lord Cheſterfield, in 
ſeveral of his letters, 


J have | 
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vous nous flattiez d'un plus long ſejour ; mais des que vous avez ſenti 
que votre coup Etoit fait, yous vous Etes ſauvee. Nous vous condan- 
nons donc a de groſſes amendes epiſtolaires, dautant. plus juſtes 
qu'elles ne ſont que proportionnees a vos moyens. Au reſte ce n'etoit 
pas ſeulement à VAngleterre que vous en vouliez, mais aux puiſſances 
maritimes; puiſque Dayrolles, qui eſt ici depuis huit jours, m'aſſure 
qu'en regrets ſur votre depart la Hollande fait cauſe commune avec 
nous; mais elle d&me&lera cette affaire comme il lui plaira ; pour 
moi, en venitable allie, je ne penſe qu'a mon interet particulier. 

On dit que Cleopatre * n'a pas rèuſſi. La piece manque ſans doute 
de conduite ; j'ai peine a croire que Pauteur d'Ariſtomene et de Denis 
le tyran ait fait une mauvaiſe piece, ſur un fi beau ſujet. Il a ſure- 
ment du feu, du genie, de la verve ; mais n'importe, il aura man- 
que a quelque regle de theatre ; il eſt proſcrit. Vous vous @tes 
forge des chaines poetiques bien rudes, ſous le poids deſquelles tout 
bon auteur doit gemir, et ſouhaiter de les briſer ; au lieu qu'un au- 
teur ſans feu, comme un amant ſans vigueur, cherit ſes chaines ; Yun 
devient regulier, et autre reſpectueux, par impuiſſance. Rome 
ſauvèe ne reuſfira peut- etre pas non plus. Voltaire veut ſe faire des 
règles nouvelles, et la mode, chez vous encore plus qu'ici, decide des 
ouvrages des poëtes comme de ceux des marchands. Je ſuis ſir pour- 
tant que ſon Ciceron ne reſſemblera gueres a celui de Crebillon, qui 
dans le plus bel endroit de fa vie eſt un imbecille. Enfin, quoiqu'en 
diſe votre public, tout ce que Voltaire fait me charme. Toujours les 
plus beaux vers du monde, et des penſces brillantes et juſtes ; je n'en 
demande pas davantage; non paucis offendar maculis. 

Sur Teèchantillon, que madame de Graffigny a donne de la delica- 
teſſe de ſon eſprit dans ſes lettres Peruviennes, Jaugure bien de ſa 
comedie +, quoique ces comedies tragiques et larmoyantes ne ſoient 
pas de mon goùt. Qu'on me donne les choſes pour ce qu'elles ſont ; 
Jaime A rire et a pleurer dans les formes : il y a pourtant quelque 
choſe à dire en leur faveur. Horace permet a la comedie de $'elever de 
tems en tems ; et Vinteret, les ſentimens et les ſituations touchantes ne 
ſont pas bornes aux rois et aux heros. La vie ordinaire les fournit. 


| t Cenie, mentioned before. 
VoL II. | K k Tai 


250 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS: 


J have read the pretended letters- of Ninon VEnclos*, and 1 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected that ſo famous a name had been borrowed to 


put off an indifferent work. It has not that characteriſtic, which 
would have diſtinguiſhed the letters of that celebrated courtezan. 'The 
ſecond volume, as you obſcrve, is better, and that is not good for 
much. 
I have the honor to be: with reſpeRful tut, 
MADAM, 
Your, &c. 


— 


— 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 13, O. S. 1750. 


O really, madam, you ſteal from us all that ſtren gth and energy of 
pur language, upon which we value ourſelves ſo much; you add 

the graces of your own, and you inſult the Engliſh in their own tongue; 
that 1s not fair. You ſhould be content with writing and ſpeaking yours 
better than any body, and let us enjoy ours unrivalled. You want- 


ed me to anſwer you in Englith, but that I ſhall certainly not do. Trea- 


ſon againſt grammar is pardonable in a foreign language, but not in 
one's own, and I had rather appear guilty to all the world than to you. 
But to be ſerious, madam, the letter you have honored me with is al- 
moſt without a fault. You ſay it has coſt you much time and pains; 


but then many an Engliſhman, who pretends to be a man of letters, 


does not write ſo well. It is fit I ſhould juſtify myſelf for not 
anſwering it ſooner ; I had but too good a reaſon to alledge. For 
above two months I have been ſo troubled with giddineſs and pains 
in my head as to be incapable of reading or writing. They have 
been mitigated by palliatives, and in three days I ſhall ſet out for 
Bath, where I-hope to find a cure. Hope is a great matter in chro- 


* That famous, witty, graceful French courtezan of the preceding century, who, at the age of 
eighty, added one conqueſt to the many ſhe made before. 
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Jai lu les ſoi-diſantes lettres de Ninon VEnclos#*, et me ſuis doute 
qu'on avoit emprunte un nom fi celebre, pour faire paſſer un ouvrage 
mediocre. Il n'a pas ce caractère marque, qui auroit diſtingue les 
lettres de cette celebre catin. Le ſecond volume, comme vous le dites, 


vaut mieux, encore ne vaut-il guères. Pai Phonneur dre avec un 


reſpectueux attachement, 
MADAME, | 
Votre, &c 


— 


L ETTRE LXXXVIL 


A LA MFE ME. 


A Londres, ce 30 Sept. V. 8. 1750. 


OUS nous enlevez donc, madame, toute cette force et cette 

energie de notre langue, dont nous nous picquons; vous y 
ajoutez les graces de la votre, et vous inſultez aux Anglois, meme 
en Anglois. Cela reſt pas honnete ; vous auriez du vous conten- 
ter d' ecrire et de parler mieux que perſonne votre propre langue, 
et nous laifſer jouir excluſivement de la nd6tre. Vous pretendiez 
que je rèpondiſſe en Anglois; je m'en donnerat bien de garde. Les 
crimes de leze-grammaire ſont pardonnables dans une langue etran- 
gere, mais non dans la ſienne propre, et jaimerois mieux paroitre 
criminel à tous les yeux du monde qu' aux votres. Raillerie a-part, 
madame, la lettre dont vous m'avez honore, eſt preſque ſans faute. 
Elle vous a cotite bien du tems et de la peine, dites-vous, mais auſſi 
il y a des Anglois qui ſe diſent lettres, et qui necrivent pas fi bien. 
Je dois me juſtifier de n'y avoir pas repondu plùtòt; la raiſon nen 
eſt que trop valable. Depuis plus de deux mois, j'ai ete accable de 
vertiges et de migraines, au point de ne pouvoir ni lire ni ecrire. 
Des palliatifs les ont addoucis, et je pars dans trois jours pour Bath, 
dans Veſperance d'y trouver ma gueriſon. L'eſperance eſt autant 
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nical diſorders. The faculty pronounce it to be only an indigeſtion, 
a faſhionable complaint; and the natural conſequence of good living, 
and they have condemned me to your diet of boiled and roaſt meat, 
and have forbidden all made diſhes ; ſo that I ſhould make but a poor 
figure at Paris, at the fourth or fifth courſe, now in faſhion, where 
your heroic gluttons contend for the prize by the ſtrength of their ſto- 
machs, as the heroes of old contended for victory in the olympic 
games, by the ſtrength of their arms and legs, and by their dexterity, 

I am told for certain, that Voltaire has fixed for ever at Berlin ; 
pray explain to me the motives of that emigration. Does he, an 
academician, hiſtoriographer of France, gentleman of the bed-cham- 
ber to the king, and a rich man, renounce France, for the ſake of 
enjoying German pleaſures and German delicacy ? I cannot conceive 
it. If he really has bid an everlaſting adieu to France, he will 
ſoon give you ſome very bold productions of his pen. Hitherto 
the baſtile has been a great reſtraint upon both his verſe and his proſe. 

I have not yet received the packet you ſent me. I am, for theſe 
ſix months, as great a ſtranger to the literary world in France as to 
that in the moon. Do you intend ſoon to give us ſomething of 
your own, to comfort me for the preſent ſtagnation of my mind, 
which is languiſhing for want of food? I do not reckon your 
charming epiſtle on Vauxhall and Ranelagh as one of your works ; 
it is but a relaxation for ſuch talents as yours, to prepare for ſome 
more conſiderable performance. Pope's effay on criticiſm would be 
an object worthy of your attention, in cafe you ſhould. chule to 
tranſlate, but I adviſe you by all means to exerciſe your own genius, 
and to finiſh the new tragedy you have ſketched out. You are 
one of the few, who are not allowed to be lazy. 

Adieu, madam ; indeed my poor head, which at beſt is but ill 
able to entertain you, is leſs fo than ever; you muſt forgive the 
mind in favour of the ſentiments of the heart, with which I ſhall 
always be, 

MADAM, 
Yours, &c. 


LETs- 


J . hu 


* 
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de gagne dans les maux de langueur. La faculte prononce que 
ce n'eſt quindigeſtion (maladie du bon ton, effet ordinaire de la 
belle gourmandiſe) et m'a condanne a votre regime de roti et de 
bouilli, a Texcluſion de tout ragout. Ainſi je ferois une pitoyable 
figure à Paris aux quatrieme et cinquieme ſervices, a la mode au- 
jourdhui, ou vos heros gourmands ſe diſputent le prix a force 
deſtomac, comme les heros ſe diſputoient la victoire aux jeux 
olympiques, a force de bras, de jambes, et d'addreſſe. | 

On m'aſffſure que Voltaire Seſt etabli pour toujours à Berlin; 
expliquez-moi les motifs d'une telle emigration. Academicien, 
hiſtoriographe de France, gentilhomme ordinaire du roi, et d ail- 
leurs riche, renonce-t-il a la France pour jouir des agremens et de 
la delicatefle Germanique ? Je ne le comprends pas: il eſt vrai 
qu'il ait tout de bon dit adieu a la France, il vous donnera bientot 
des pieces bien hardies. La baſtille a juſqu'ici fort gene et ſes vers 
et ſa profe. | 
Je ai pas encore regu le paquet, que vous avez bien voulu 
m' envoyer. Le monde litteraire de France m'eſt tout auſſi inconnu, 
depuis fix mois, que celui de la lune: nous deſtinez- vous bientòt 
quelque choſe de votre fagon, pour me conſoler de Vinaction, dans 
laquelle mon eſprit languit faute d'aliment? Je ne compte pas votre 
charmante epitre ſur Vauxhall et Ranelagh, comme un ouvrage 
pour vous; Ceſt un delafſement pour un talent comme le votre, en 
attendant quelque ouvrage plus. conſiderable. Leflai. de Pope ſur la 
critique ſeroit un objet digne de votre attention, en cas que vous 
vouluſſiez traduire, mais je vous conſeille fort de travailler d'inven- 
tion, et de finir la nouvelle tragedie, que vous avez ebauchee.. Vous 
tes du petit nombre de ceux, auxquels la pareſſe weſt pas permiſe. 

Adieu, madame; en verite ma miſerable tete, peu digne de vous 
entretenir quand elle eſt au mieux, Feſt.a-preſent moins que jamais; 
mais pardonnez a Teſprit, en faveur des ſentimens du coeur, avec 
leſquels je ſerai eternellement, 

MAD AME, 
Votre, &c. 


LE T- 


254 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


"LETT EK 'LXEXYIT. 


TO THE SAME. 


MA DAM, 


JR. Stanhope, my kinſman “*, whom I mentioned fo you in 
England, will have the honor to deliver this to you at Paris, 

I know not whether he is worthy of being preſented to you, but 1 
well know that every time he has the honor of ſeeing you, he will 
be the fitter to appear. If wit were catching like the ſmall-pox, 
I ſhould procure him a fair opportunity of catching the beſt ſort, 
but it is very certain that moſt people inſenſibly contract the ſtyle, 
and manner of the company they frequent. Therefore I muſt beg, 
madam, you will permit him now and then to pay his court to you 
without ceremony, at ſuch hours as will be leaſt troubleſome. Some 
examples there are, which are better than all the precepts in the 
world, and ſome counſels which are more forcible than commands, 
He already knows and reſpects your reputation, as all the world does, 
but, without a compliment, you riſe above it, which he will be con- 
vinced of, when he has the honor of being perſonally acquainted 
with you. I earneſtly intreat you, madam, to uſe no ceremony, no 
indulgence, but to afſume that authority over him, which is the ſmall- 
eſt right you derive from the friendſhip you honor me with. Let 
nothing paſs unreproved ; command ſupremely, and with all due 
deference to the preſident, I dare anſwer for it, his obedience to 
ſuch deſpotiſm will not be the effect of fear, but of choice. 
Will you pardon this freedom ? Yes, madam, I am too well ac- 
quainted with your ſentiments to doubt it; you are likewiſe no 
ſtranger to thoſe, with which I have the honor to be, 


MADAM, 
Your, &c. 


* His ſon, 
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LETTRE LXXXVIII. 


A LA MEME, 


MADAME, 


Stanhope mon parent“, dont Jai eu Phonneur de vous entrete- 
* tenir en Angleterre, a celui de vous porter cette lettre à Paris. 
Je ne ſais Sil eſt digne de vous tre preſente ; mais je ſais que chaque 
fois qu'il aura Vhonneur de vous voir, il en deviendra plus preſent- 
able. Si Veſprit ſe communiquoit comme la petite verole, je lui 
procure une belle occaſion d'en prendre, et de la meilleure ſorte: mais 
il eſt tres ſur quon prend inſenſiblement le ton et les manieres de 
ceux qu'on frequente. C'eſt pourquoi je vous ſupplie, madame, 
ſouffrez qu'il vous faſſe de tems en tems ſa cour comme ami de 
votre maiſon, aux heures qu'il vous ſera le moins incommode : il y 
a des exemples, qui valent mieux que tous les preceptes du monde, 
et des conſeils meilleurs que des ordres. Il connoit deja, et reſpecte, 
comme tout le monde, votre reputation ; mais ſans compliment vous 
valez encore mieux, ce qu'il ſaura bien à meſure qu'il aura Phonneur 
de vous connoitre perſonnellement. Je vous demande en grace, 
madame, point de fagons, point d'indulgence a fon egard; mais 
prenez avec lui ce ton d autoritè, auquel Tamitiè, dont vous m'hono- 
rez, eſt le moindre de vos droits. Ne lui paſſez rien, ordonnez 
ſouverainement ; et, wen deplaiſe au preſident, joſe repondre que 
ſon obeiflance à un tel deſpotiſme waura pas la crainte, mais le clioix 
pour Principe. | 

Me pardonnerez-vous cette liberte? Oui, madame, je connois 
trop vos ſentimens pour en douter : vous ſavez auſſi ceux, avec leſ-- 
quels j'ai Yhonneur d'etre, 

MADAME, 
Votre, &c. 
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LE TT. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 25, O. S. 1750, 


] YON'T be alarmed, madam; I am recommending an Engliſhman 

to you, but I would not have you think I intend to trouble 
you with all my countrymen. I know them too well to treſpaſs ſo 
far upon the friendſhip you honor me with; but this 1s an exception, 
as you wall find, and I ſhall expect your thanks for introducing him, 
It is the earl of Huntingdon, whom I have the honor to preſent to 
you, a young nobleman, ſtill more diſtinguiſhed by his merit and 
talents, than by his birth. He is one of the moſt antient peers of 
England, of the illuſtriousfamily of Haſtings, that acts ſo conſiderable 
a part in the tragedy of Jane Shore, which I am ſure you muſt have 
read, written by Rowe, the author of the fair penitent. 

To return to my friend, he unites a political genius with profound 
erudition, and his heart is by no means inferior to his underſtanding, 
In ſhort, to ſum up all in one word, he deſerves a place in your compa- 
uy, or I would not have introduced him to you, He has been a year and 


a half at the academy of Caen, conſequently he can be no ſtranger to 


your merit. He has demanded this recommendation as an inſtance of 
my friendſhip, and I am not a little flattered with having it in my 
power to give him ſo ſubſtantial a proof of it, and to renew the aſ- 
ſurances of the ſincere attachment, with which I have the honor 
to be, | 

MADAM), 


Your moſt obedient, 


humble ſervant 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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LETTRE LULXXXIX. 


A LA MEM E. 


A Londres, ce 25 Sept. V. S. 1750. 


ASSUREZ-vous, madame; je vous recommande un Anglois, mais 

ne croyez pas que Jaye Vintention de vous charger de tous mes 
compatriotes. Je les connois trop pour abuſer juſqu'à ce point de 
ramitiè dont vous m'honorez ; mais celui-ci eſt une exception dont 


* vous conviendrez et dont vous me ſaurez gre. C'eſt le comte de Hun- 
” tingdon, que j'ai Vhonneur de vous preſenter ; jeune ſeigneur que le 
W mérite et les talens diſtinguent encore plus que 1a naiflance ; quoi- 
5 qu'il ſoit un des plus anciens pairs d' Angleterre, de la famille illuſtre 
- des Haſtings, deſcendant en droite ligne de ce mylord Haſtings, 

qui joue un rd6le fi conſiderable dans la tragedie de Jane Shore, 
wy que vous avez ſurement lue, ecrite par Rowe, Vauteur de la Belle 

1 penitente. 

5 Pour revenir a mon homme, il reunit a un genie politique une eru- 
8. dition profonde; et ſon cceur ne le cede en rien a ſon eſprit. Enfin 
- pour tout dire, il eſt digne d'avoir les entrees chez vous, ſans quoi je 
D me ſerois bien donne de garde d'y avoir ete ſon introducteur. Il a été 
x un an et demi a FYacademie de Caen, votre merite par conſequent 
AR ne pouvoit lui Etre inconnu. Il a exige de mon amitie cette recom- 
if. mandation; et Jai ete bien flatte de pouvoir lui en donner une preuve 


fi eſſentielle, et de vous reiterer les aſſurances du veritable attache- 
ment, avec lequel j'ai Thonneur d'tre, 


MADAME, 


Votre tres-humble et 
tres-obeiſlant ſerviteur, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
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LETTER XC. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Nov. 26, O. S. 1750. 
MADAM, 
HE letter and the packet, you did me the favour to ſend me, 
came to hand but ſix days ago; for both which I beg you will 
ep my thanks. 

As for the cauſes you ſend me to try, you bring them (to ſpeak 
in the law ſtyle) coram non judice, and, ſhould I preſume to give 
my verdict, an appeal might juſtly be lodged againſt my ſentence: 
but no matter, every one takes upon him to judge, and too often 
thoſe who are leaſt able are the moſt peremptory. I, therefore, ſend 
you my decrees, which you may cauſe to be ſtruck out of the records, 
whenever you pleaſe. | 

In primis, I decide without heſitation, that cardinal Richelieu is 
the author of his own political teſtament *, and that Voltaire's plead- 
ings prove nothing to the contrary. The work evidently bears the 
ſtamp of a ſtate-miniſter, and a churchman. 

I cannot ſo eaſily decide the cauſe at preſent depending between 
your king and your clergy. The letters againſt the clergy are well 
written, and ſo are the anſwers ; but, without pretending to decide, 
I am for the king, and IJ conſider the clergy of all religions, as a 


body of men, who have ſeparate intereſts and views, diftin& from 


thoſe of the reſt of mankind. The moſt deſpotic kings exerciſe no 
juriſdiction but over the bodies and goods of men; but all the clergy, 
from the great lama of the Thibet to his holineſs at Rome, and the 
archbithop. of Canterbury at London, aſpire to deſpotiſm over the 
mind; a deſpotiſm, which is the more dangerous, as, when once it is 
eſtabliſhed, it extends to every thing elſe. The body and goods are 
no better than rags, thoſe gentlemen are the ſole diſpenſers of your 
falvation, and what will you not do to obtain it? This has been 
fufliciently evinced during ſeven or eight centuries of the reign of 


the clergy and of ignorance. 
But 


The authenticity of that celebrated work was attacked with great ſpeciouſneſs of argument 


and 
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'LET'TRE XC. 


A LA MEME. 


A Londres, ce 26 Nov. V. S. 1950. 
MADAME, | 
L n'y a que fix jours, que j'ai regu la lettre et le paquet, que vous 
avez bien voulu m' envoyer; agreez mes remercimens de Pun et de 
autre. ; | 

Les procès, que vous m'envoyez a decider, vous les portez (pour 
parler en terme de palais) coram non judice, et ſi je pretendois en 
juger, on appelleroit avec raiſon de ma ſentence : wimporte, tout le 
monde juge ; ſouvent ceux qui en ſont les moins capables ſont les 
plus deciſits, ainſi je vous envoye mes arrèts, que vous ferez biffer des 
regitres, quand il vous plaira. | 

In primis, je decide fans balancer, que le cardinal de Richelieu eſt 
rauteur de ſon propre teſtament *; et que le plaidoyer de Voltaire ne 
prouve rien contre. L'ouvrage eſt marque au coin d'un miniſtre 
U'ctat, et d'un ecclefiaſtique. 

Fai plus de difficulte a decider le proces actuellement litipendant 
entre votre rol et le clerge. Les lettres contre le clerge ſont bien 
Ecrites, ainſi que les reponſes ; mais ſans prononcer, je ſuis pour le 
roi, et je conſidère le clerge de toutes les religions comme un corps, 
qui a des interets et des vues diſtinctes de ceux du reſte du genre humain. 
Les rois les plus deſpotiques men veulent qu'aux corps et aux biens 
des hommes; mais tout clerge, depuis le grand lama du Thibet juſ- 
qua fa ſaintetè à Rome, et Varcheveque de Cantorbery a Londres, pre- 
tend au deſpotiſme ſur les eſprits; deſpotiſme d autant plus dangereux 
quctant une fois ctabli, il entraine tout le reſte. Le corps et les biens 
ne ſont plus que des guenilles; ces meſſieurs ont votre ſalut excluſi- 
vement entre leur mains; et que ne fait-on pas pour Tobtenir? Sept 
ou huit ſiccles de faite du regne du clerge, et de ignorance, Font aſſez 
dcmontre 


and 1 ingenuity, by NI. Voltaire, and defended with equal wit and more ſolidity by M. de Fon- 
cemagne, one of the moſt honeſt men as well as the beſt ſcholars in France. 


Lt '2 | Mais 


260 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS. 

But this affair of the clergy ſeems to have given place to that of 
the ſtates of Brittany, which has the advantage of novelty. That is no 
ſmall concern in every country, and is of more conſequence in France 
than in any other. You may be ſure that as an Engliſhman, and a parlia- 
ment-man, I muſt be the moſt humble ſervant of the ſtates; therefore 
I am ſilent upon that article, leſt I ſhould be ſet aſide as a partial judge. 
Once upon a time, the horſe called man in to his aſſiſtance againſt the - 
{tag ; the man got on his back, aſſiſted him, ſubdued him, and re- 
mained his maſter. Thus did men call in kings to aſſiſt them againſt 
each other. Horſes are {till luckily ignorant of their own ſtrength, 
as well as ſubjects of their natural rights: if they did but know 
them, how many riders would be thrown, and how many Kings 
dethroned! Some remains of ignorance in theſe matters are perhaps 
an advantage. | 

I hold for the force of education, though I allow that natural diſ- 
poſition has ſome ſhare in what we are. Education certainly does 
not give wit, where nature has refuſed common ſenſe; but edu- 
cation gives a right turn to the ſenſe we have, and even influences 
the heart, which is not indeed created, but faſhioned by education. 
To that it is undoubtedly owing, that butchers, executioners, and in- 
quiſitors, have leſs ſenſibility, and are more bloody-minded, than 
other men. As for thoſe fine ſentiments of natural affection, which 
we meet with in novels, tragedies, and even in your modern weeping 
comedies, nothing can be more abſurd. A father, a mother, a huſ- 
band, a wite, children, who have never ſeen one another, know each 
other at once by a certain emotion, a thrilling, a — whatever you 
pleaſe, occaſioned by that ſympathy at the ſight of the object. If 
ſuch a ſentiment did really exiſt, what diſcoveries, and conſequently 
what confuſion, would it not occaſion in Paris and London! How 
raany citizens would change fathers, and ſhed thoſe ſoft tears of 
joy, at the diſcovery of their true pappas in the palaces of Verſailles 
and S. James's, or perhaps in the regiment of guards! 

Such are my ſentiments concerning the library, you have ſent me, 
which has afforded me great entertainment. I may ſay to you very 
truly, what dedications almoſt always ſay without any truth, that if 
ſtand in awe of your taſte, I truſt to your indulgence, 

Lady 


i 
) 
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celle des ctats de Bretagne, qui a Pavantage de la nouveaute; Ce neſt 
pas peu dans tout pais, et moins en France qu'en tout autre. Vous 
ſentez bien que comme Anglois et parlementaire, je dois Ctre le tres- 
humble ſerviteur des &tats, ainſi je me tais ſur cet article, de peur 
Metre recule comme juge partial. Le cheval appella autrefois 
Phomme a ſon ſecours contre le cerf; Phomme le monta, le ſecourut, 


le ſubjugua, et en reſta le maitre. Les hommes appellerent auſſi les 


rois a leur ſecours l'un contre l'autre. Heureuſement les chevaux. 
ignorent encore leur force, et les ſujets leurs droits naturels; Sils les 
ſavoient, qu'il y auroit de cavaliers deſarconnes et de rois detrones ! 
Un reſte Wignorance ſur ces matières peut- tre eſt le mieux. 

Je ſuis pour la force de Veducation, convenant en meme tems que 
le naturel entre pour quelque choſe en ce que nous ſommes. L'e-- 
ducation ne donne pas ſurement de Feſprit a ceux, a qui la nature a 
refuſe le ſens commun ; mais Veducation decide de la tournure de cette 
portion d' eſprit qu'on a; et de meme du coeur, qui n'eſt pas fait a 
la verite, mais en grande partie faconne, par education. C'eſt par 
elle ſans doute que les bouchers, les bourreaux, et les inquiſiteurs, 
font moins compatiſſans et plus ſanguinaires que les autres hommes. 
Pour ce qui eſt de ces beaux ſentimens d' affection naturelle, qui bril- 
lent dans les romans, dans les tragedies, et meme a-preſent dans vos 
comedies larmoyantes, rien n'eſt plus fou: un pere, une mere, un 
mari, une femme, des enfans, qui ne ſe ſont jamais vus, ſe connoiſ- 
ſent reciproquement par un certain ſaiſiſſement, un friſſon, un tout 
ce qu'il vous plaira, que leur cauſe ce ſentiment naturel a la vue de 
robjet. Si un tel ſentiment exiſtoit, quelles decouvertes, et par con- 
ſequent quel deſordre ne cauſeroit- il pas a Paris et a Londres! Que} 
nombre de citoyens changeroient de pere, et verſeroient de ces 
belles larmes d'attendriſſement, en decouvrant leurs veritables papas 
dans les palais de Verſailles et de St. James, ou peut-etre dans le 
regiment des gardes. 

Voila mes ſentimens fur la bibliotheque, que vous m'avez fournie, . 


et qui m'a beaucoup amuſe. Je vous dirai la-defſus tres-vcrita- 


blement, ce que les epitres dedicatoires diſent preſque toujours ſans: 
verite, que ſi je crains votre gout, je compte en meme tems ſur votre 


indulgence. Madame: 


Mais cette affaire du clerge paroit avoir cede la place chez vous 4 


262 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


Lady Cheſterfield, who deſires her beſt compliments to you, is 
amuſing herſelf with reading the books you ſent me, which I have 
divided into three ſhares, one tor her, one for lady Allen, and another 
for Mrs. Cleland. I with I could tend you ſomething entertaining 
from hence, but we have nothing new, that would afford you any 
amuſement. The muſes are ſo buſy in your country, that they 
cannot ſpare time to pay us a viſit, and you know Apollo ſeldom 
frequents the fifty-third degree of northern latitude, eſpecially at 
this ſeaſon. 


LIT TEK JO 


T0 THE AN. 
London, Oct. 13, O. S. 1750. 


MADAM, 


E have both been in luck; I have received your letter of the 6th 

of October, and you have not received a very long one, which I 
wrote ten or twelve days betore. The poſt ſeems to be a judge of 
letters, and to deliver thoſe only, that are worth reading. In that, 
which miſcarried, I had acknowledged the receipt of the large parcel 
of books you was ſo kind as to ſend me, and had ventured to give 
you my opinion of them; in this, I thank you for the parcel Mr. 
Hotham brought me from you. The bearer pleaſed me, no leſs 
than the parcel; he has greatly improved in France, and I found 
him very amiable, or it he 1s not, he appeared ſo to me, becauſe he 
talked much of you, madam, juit as I thought, and a conformity of 
opinion is a great recommendation. 

I am charmed with Cenie, notwithſtanding my diſlike to tragi- 
comedy, or weeping plays. This piece, though affecting, is not 
tragical. The ſituations are intereſting, but not horrid ; the ſenti- 
ments are true, it is nature; we fee ourſelves in them, and they are 
not thoſe refined ſentimental feelings, that none ever felt. Another 
recommendation to me is, that it is not in verſe, and confequently ſa- 
vours lets of the buſkin. I cannot bear your cemedies in verſe; I am 
ſhocked to hear the nonſenſe of Frontin and Liſette, and the 

b 5 aukward 
| L 
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Madame de Cheſterfield, qui vous fait mille complimens, eſt occu. 
pee à lire les livres, que vous m'avez envoyes, dont j'ai fait trois por- 
tions, pour elle, pour mylady Allen, et pour madame Cleland. Je 


voudrois pouvoir vous envoyer quelque choſe d'ici pour vous amuſer; 
mais il ne paroit rien qui le merite. Les muſes ſont ſi occupèes chez 


vous, qu'elles n'ont pas le loifir de nous faire viſite; et vous ſavez 
qu'Apollon ne frequente gueres, ſurtout dans cette ſaiſon, le cin- 
quante-troifieme degre de latitude ſeptentrionale. 


— 


8 ͤũ— 


LI 


A LA MEM. 


A Londres, ce 13 OR, V. 8. 1750, 
MADAME, 


OUS avons tous deux eu du bonheur: Jai regu votre lettre du 

6 Octobre, N. S. et vous ren avez pas regu une tres-longue de 

ma part, Ecrite dix ou douze jours avant. La poſte ſemble ſe connoi- 
tre en lettres, et ne livrer que celles qui en valent la peine. Dans. 
cette lettre perdue, j avois accuſè la reception du gros paquet de livres, 
que vous avez eu la bonte de nvenvoyer, ſur leſquels javois haſarde 
mes ſentimens : dans celle-ci je vous remercie du paquet, que mon- 
ſieur Hotham m'a donne de votre part. Le porteur ne m'a pas moins: 
plù que le paquet ; il Seſt bien forme en France, je Vai trouve bien. 


aimable, ou Sil ne Veſt pas, il me Va paru parcequiil a parle beaucoup 


de vous, madame, preciſement comme jen penſois, et une con- 
formite de ſentimens previent extremement. 
Je ſuis charme de Cenie, malgre Taverſion que Jai pour les 


comedies tragiques ou tarmoyantes. Cette piece, quoique touchante, 


ett pas tragique. Les ſituations en font intèreſſantes, mais pas 
affreuſes; les ſentimens ſont vrais, Ceit la nature, on $sy retrouve ;. 
et ce ne ſont pas ces beaux ſentimens de caillettes, qu'on n'a ja- 
mais ſentis. Une autre choſe, qui me la recommande, elit quelle 
n'eſt pas en vers, et par conſequent ſent moins le brodequin. Je 


ne puis vous pardonner vos comedies en vers, je ſuis choque den- 


tende 
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aukward ſimplicity of Lubin, in the fineſt verſes in the world. As 
for tragedy, I give it up to the poets; in many reſpects it cannot be 


natural, and poetry gives it the proper dignity; but in comedy, 


which muſt be a natural repreſentation of common lite, it is mon- 
ſtrous to make people talk in fine rhyming verſe. But, we are 
told, according to Horace, comedy now and then raiſes her voice, 
I grant it, to a certain degree of elegant proſe, ſuitable to the cha- 
racter and the ſubject 3 but, he who is to ſpeak as people uſually do, 
15 not to ſoar aloft, ſo as to ſpeak as nobody ever ſpoke. One of our 
famous comic authors Sir George Etherege tried it. He wrote two 
excellent plays, entitled, Se would if ſhe could, and The man of 
mode, or Sir Foppling Flutter; and in a third, entitled, Love in à lub, 
he introduced the capital characters ſpeaking in rhyme; but the 
public was offended at this inſult offered to common ſenſe, and, as 


an equitable avenger, irrecoverably damned the piece. 


We do not deſerve the honor you do us of tranſlating our plays 


and novels. Your ſtage is too nice and too chaſte to endure moſt 


of our performances, which carry not only freedom but even licen- 


tiouſneſs beyond the bounds of decency and probability. I do not 


believe we have ſix plays that are fit to appear upon your ſtage ſuch 
as they are. There would be an abſolute neceſſity for a total al- 
teration. If Prevot tranſlates our Clarifla, he muſt curtail it at leaſt 
by one half. There is a great number of ſuperfluities, and at 


the ſame time it is very affecting, and abounds with intereſting ſitua- 
tions. The author of this, who likewiſe wrote Pamela, is a bookſeller, 


a man of no learning, and deficient in ſtyle, but who is well ac- 
quainted with the human heart. The ſeven volumes ſhould be re- 
duced to three, 

A thouſand thanks to the good company you name. How happy 
ſhould I have been, had my preſence ſuperſeded their kind remem- 
brance ! Mrs. Bulkeley is very amiable, and deſerving of the place 
ſhe filled at that ſupper. 


I con- 


Lord Cheſterfield did not recolle& that Love in a tub was the firſt of Sir George Etherege's 
plays; and that, though partly written in heroic yerſe, it was received with uncommon apps, 


7 


rh 
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tendre les pagnoteries de Frontin et de Liſette, et les groſſi eres nai- 
vetes de Lubin dans les plus beaux vers du monde. Pour la trage- 
die je la livre aux pottes ; à bien des Egards elle ne peut &re natu- 


relle, et les vers lui donnent une dignite, qui lui eſt abſolument nèceſ— 


faire ; mais dans la comedie, qui doit ètre une repreſentation naturelle 
de la vie ordinaire, il eſt monſtrueux d'y faire parler les gens en vers 
bien rimes. Mais dit-on, d'après Horace, la comedie eleve de tems 
en tems ſa voix : je le veux bien a un certain point de proſe ſoutenue, 
et convenable au caractere et au ſujet; mais tel, qui doit parler 
comme on parle, ne seleve point juſqu'a parler comme on n'a jamais 
parle. Un de nos celebres auteurs comiques Ta effaye. C'eſt le che- 
valier Etherege, qui a fait deux comedies excellentes, intitulees She 
evould if ſhe could, et The Man of mode, or Sir Fopling Flutter; et 
dans une troiſième intitulee Love in à tub *, il a ecrit les grands 
roles en vers rimes : mais le public s'eſt ſouleve contre cette inſulte 
faite au ſens commun, et en vengeur equitable, il a condanne la 
pièce pour toujours. 

Nous ne meritons pas Thonneur, que vous nous faites de traduire 
nos pieces et nos romans. Votre theatre eſt trop juſte et tropchatie pour 
ſouffrir la plupart de nos pieces, qui pouſſent non ſeulement la liberté, 
mais la licence, au-delà des bornes de la decence et de la vraiſem- 
blance. Je ne crois pas que nous en ayons fix de preſentables chez 
vous dans letat ou elles ſont. 11 faudroit necefſairement les refon- 
dre. Si Prevot traduit notre Clarice, il doit Pabreger d'une bonne 
moitié; il y a un furieux ſuperflu, et en meme tems un interet tou- 
chant, et des ſituations intereflantes. Celui qui Va ecrite, qui eſt 


auſſi Yauteur de Pamela, eſt un libraire +, qui manque de ſavoir et de 


{tyle, mais qui connoit le coeur. Des ſept volumes il en faudroit faire 
trois. „ 

Mille graces au reſte à la bonne compagnie, que vous me nome 
mez. Que Jjaurois été aiſe d'avoir prevenu ce ſouvenir par ma pre- 
ſence ! Madame Bulkeley eſt tres-aimable, et * de la place quelle 
occupoit à ce ſouper. 
and procured to the author the friendſhip of the moſt eminent wits of his time, viz. the duke of 


Buckingham, the earls of Dorſet and of PIO Sir Charles Sedley, and many more. 
+ Mr. Richardſon the printer. 


VoL. II. „„ Je 
| 
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I conſider, perhaps rather too late, that if you have at laſt re- 
ceived my former letter, and this ſhould follow cloſe after it, I may 
have given you a literary ſurfeit, and that, by way of diet, you will 
be obliged to write no more to me, for fear of the conſequences. 1 
ſhall, therefore, break off abruptly, and without telling you how 
much I am, &c. | 
P. S. As marſhal Saxe is now of no ſect, he little cares where 

his, body ſhall reſt*. The worms. will equally have their ſhare, 
whether under the protection of St. Peter, or that of Luther 
or Calvin; but his glory is in ſafety: this we can atteſt to our 
coſt, and we do him juſtice. Will national prejudice and party 
zeal ſuffer you to do the ſame in France ? 


—-— 


LET TEN XI. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Jan. 14, O. S. 1751. 


I DEED, madam, my gratitude is equal to your kindneſs; this 

comprehends all in one ſentence ; two ſheets of compliments 
would not expreſs it ſo fully. My young traveller 1s duly ſenſible 
of the civilities you have heaped upon him; he prides himſelf in 
having received your commands relating to a dancing-maſter, he 
conſiders himſelf as your adopted ſon, and even alludes to I don't 
know who in the fable, whoſe education the muſes had ſuperin- 
tended, He is certainly in a good ſchool, and it will be his own 
fault if he does not improve, ſince you condeſcend to inſtruct him 
by your advice and example. He is not only deficient in the man- 
ners of the polite world, but I wiſh he may not have contracted thoſe 
of the German and Italian world, having ſpent upwards of four 
years in thoſe two countries; and as good maſters like better to teach 
ſcholars, who have never learnt at all, than thoſe, who have been ill- 
principled, it is not impoſſible but that the German ſtiffneſs, and the 


Italian 


* As the marſhal continued to his death to profeſs the Lutheran religion, his body could not 
be depoſited in the cathedral of Paris, or at St. Denys, where the aſhes of the French kings lie. As 


$2 court, however, was determined to do all poſſible honor to that great warrior's memory, L 
| ordere 
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Je fais reflection, peut- tre un peu trop tard, que ſi ma derniere 
lettre vous eſt enfin parvenue, et que celle-ci la live de pres, je vous 
aurai cauſe une indigeſtion litteraite, et que par r&gime vous ſerez 
obligee de ne me plus ecrire crainte des ſuites. Je finirai donc bruſ- 
quement, et ſans vous dire à quel point je ſuis, &c. 

P. S. Le marechal de Saxe n'etant a-preſent d' aucune ſecte, il ne 

s embaraſſera gueres ou ſon corps repoſera*®. Les vers en 
auront également leur part, ſoit ſous la protection de St. Pierre, 
ſoit ſous celle de Luther ou de Calvin: mais ſa gloire eſt en 
ſurete, nous en ſommes malheureuſement les garans, nous y 
rendons juſtice. Les prejuges de nation et de ſecte vous per- 
mettront- ils den faire autant en France? 


L ET TRE XCH. 


A LA MEME., 


A Londres, ce 14, Janv. V. S. 1751. 


N verite, madame, ma reconnoifſance egale votre bonte, ceſt 
tout dire en deux mots. Deux feuilles de complimens wen 
marqueroient pas fi bien etendue; auffi mon jeune voyageur ſent 
comme il le doit, les attentions dont vous Pavez comble. Il ſe fait 
gloire d avoir regu vos ordres au ſujet ꝙ un maitre a danſer; il ſe con- 
ſidere comme votre fils adoptif; il fait meme alluſion a je ne ſais 
qui dans la fable, dont les muſes ſe chargerent du ſoin de education, 
IL eſt ſurement en bonne ecole ; Sil n'en profite pas, ce ſera ſa faute, 
puiſque vous daignez Vinſtruire par vos conſeils, et par vos exemples. 


Non ſeulement il ma pas Vuſage du beau monde, mais je crains qu'il 
mailt Puſage du monde Allemand et Italien, ayant paſſè plus de qua- 


tre ans dans ces deux pais; et comme les bons maitres preferent 
Tenſeigner a ceux, qui n'ont jamais appris, plutdt qu'a ceux, qui ont eu 


de mauvais principes, il ſe pourroit que la roideur Allemande et la 


pantalonade Italienne retarderoient les progres du bel uſage. Vous 


ordered his remains to be ſent to Straſburg, the capital of the Lutheran province of Alſace, at the 
king's expence, and a ſuperb monument has been erected to immortalize his merits, and the gratis 
tude of the French, 


* 
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Italian buffoonery, may retard his improvement in the addreſs of a 
man of faſhion. You accuſe your country of levity, but ours has 
juſt as much; the difference hes only in the mode. Engliſh levity 
is grave, and French levity is gay. Sofia (in the play of Am- 
phitryon) prefers quiet vice to noiſy virtue, and I prefer a chearful 
to a tireſome trifler. We can boaſt of neither at preſent; our 
Parnaſſus is grown ſo barren, that it produces nothing, either good 
or bad ; our very paſtry-cooks complain of it, as they are forced to 
pay dearer for good paper, that has not been ſpoiled. The paper 
you promiſe to ſend me, when it appears, will not. be. ſo, at leaſt if 
it has been filled by the perſons you name. The letters of madame 
de la Fayette, madame de Coulanges, &c.. excite my. curioſity; they 
are names which we are accuſtomed to reſpect. 

When I was laſt at Paris, I heard Mr. Fontenelle read two of his 
ſix philoſophical plays, which you tell me are going to be publiſhed: 
they are full of ſentiment and delicacy, but rather deficient in comic 
humour. I may venture to ſpeak ſo of a modern, but not of 
Terence, though, between you and me, I think. ſo.. I have the. 
honor to be, &c.. 


— — 


LETTER XC: 


TO THE SAME. 

London, May 20, O.'S. 1751, 
OU will ſay, why do you write to me now, or why did not you 
write ſooner? A moment's patience, madam ; pray why have 
you ſent me that collection of letters, where monſieur de la Roche- 
foucault, madame de la Fayette, and madame de Coulanges, make 
fuch a poor figure compared to madame de Sévignéè; and why do 
you accompany that collection with a letter full as good as the beſt 
of hers? Many more beſides myſelf would be at a loſs what to 
do. Shall I anſwer? By no means, fays ſelf-love; rather do a rude 
than a fooliſh thing. See the wreck of all thoſe great wits; will 

you ſplit upon the ſame rock? Unable to anſwer this reaſoning, I 
determined 
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taxez, madame, votre pais de frivolite, le notre en a tout autant; 


Ja difference n'eſt que dans la fagon ; la frivolitè Angloiſe eſt ſerieuſe, 


et la frivolite Francoiſe enjouèe. Soſie (dans PAmphitrion) prefere 
un vice commode a une bruyante vertu; et moi le frivole aimable 


au frivole ennuyeux. Il reſt a-preſent queſtion ni de Pun, ni de 


rautre ici ;. notre Parnaſſe, devenu ſterile; ne produit rien de bon ni 
de mauvais ; nos patiſſiers memes sen plaignent, obliges de payer 
plus cher du bon papier, qui neſt pas gate. Le papier, que vous me 
faites eſperer de n'envoyer quand il paroitra, ne le ſera pas, du moins 
f les perſonnes que vous me nommez ont employe. Les lettres 
de meſdames de la Fayette, de Coulanges, &c. excitent egatement* 
ma curioſite, ce font des noms qu'on eſt accoutume de reſpecter. 

Jai oui lire 2 M. de Fontenelle, quand j'<tois dernièrement à pa- 
ris, deux de ſes: ſix. comedies philoſophiques, dont vous m'annoncez 
la publication: elles etoient pleines de ſentiment et de delicateſſe, 
mais il y manquoit un peu du levain comique. J'oſe parler ainſi dun 
moderne, mais non de Terence, quoiqu' entre vous et moi, je le- 
penſe. Pai Yhonneur d'ctre,. &c. 


LE T-T-KE- SON. 
A IL A MEM E. 
A Londres, ce 20 Mai, V. S. 1751. 
OURQUOI mecrire a-preſent, ou pourquoi ne mavoir pas Ecrit 
pliitdt, direz- vous? Un moment, madame; pourquoi, sil vous - 
plait, m'avoir envoye ce recueil de lettres, ou monſieur de la Roche 
fducault, meſdames de la Fayette et de Coulanges, font une fi mince 
figure vis-a-vis de madame de Sevigne, et pourquoi accompagnez-vous 
ce recueil d'une lettre, qui valoit bien la meilleure des fiennes ?- 
Bien d autres que moi ſe trouveroient embarraſles ; repondrai-je ? 
Gardez- vous en bien, dit mon amour propre; faites pliitot une im- 
politeſſe qu'une ſottiſe; voyez les debris du naufrage de tous ces beaux 
eſprits, voulez-vous echouer. ſur le meme écueil? Ne pouvant re-: 
pondre: 
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determined not to anſwer your charming letter, but conſcience will 
ſometimes aſſert her right in ſpite of ſelf-love. At laſt I con- 
fidered how much I was indebted to you, and I blamed myſelf for 
SEED. not endeavouring, at leaſt, to pay off the ſcore. This, indeed, is a 
debt I am unable to diſcharge, but it is the part of an honeſt man 
to give his creditors what he can, were it no more than a penny in 
the pound. How indeed, madam, can I ever repay the pleaſure you 
have procured me, not only by the books you have ſent me, but 
ſtill more by the letters you have honored me with? At leaſt I think 
I have hit upon an expedient to acquit myſelf, and that is, by ſend- 
ing you four ambailadors to make you an apology in my name; 
though, by the way, their own names are far beyond mine. They 
are Shakeſpear, Milton, Dryden, and Pope, the ornaments of our 
nation, who, if they knew you, would eſteem it an honor to be 
placed in your houſe. You will find them there on your return to 
Normandy ; they ſet out next week for Dieppe. I beg you will 
ſhew ſome kindneſs to Dryden, who 1s jealous of the preference you 
have given to Milton and Pope. You may give Shakeſpear what 
reception you think proper, as he ſometimes deſerves the beſt, and 
ſometimes the worſt. 

We have nothing new in the literary way that merits your at- 
tention. Two or three plays have been hiſſed, or tolerated out of 
compaſſion to the authors, who were known to be ſtarving; the reſt 
have ſpent themſelves in political diflertations on the miniſtry, after 
the manner of this country. It is quite otherwiſe in France, where, 
as Duclos obſerves, there is a conſtant ferment of wit, that breaks 
out every day. Now I mention Duclos, I like his laſt book *, though 
I know it has been criticiſed at Paris. He has well ſtudied characters, 
and expoſed prejudices; he tells traths with energy, but has not, 
perhaps, that laboured elegance of ſtyle, or thoſe polite phraſes, 
which are now ſo much in faſhion; but his book is not the worſe 
for that. | 

Vauxhall and Ranelagh have opened on the two firſt days of this 
year that could be called ſummer. I have been to both, but did not 


A very ingenious ſatire of the manners of the French nation, under the title of Conſiderations 
ſur les moeurs qu ſitcle, 
| reliſh 
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pondre a ce raiſonnement, j'ai pris le parti de ne pas repondre a votre 
charmante lettre; voila la veritable cauſe de mon ſilence, mais la 
conſcience reprend quelquefois ſes droits en depit de Pamour pro- 
pre. A la fin j'envifageai ce que je vous devois, et je me reprochai 
le crime de ne pas tacher au moins de nvacquitter ; c'eſt une dette, 
il eſt vrai, que je manque de moyens de payer, mais la bonne foi 
exige qu'on donne ce qu'on peut a ſes creanciers, ne ſeroit-ce qu'un 
ſou par livre ſterling. En effet, madame, le moyen de vous payer le 
plaiſir que vous nvavez procure, non ſeulement par les livres que 
vous nvavez envoyes, mais encore plus par les lettres, dont vous m'a- 
vez honore ? Enfin, je crois avoir trouve un expedient pour m'ac- 
quitter 3 Ceſt de vous envoyer quatre ambaſſadeurs, pour vous faire 
amende honorable en mon nom, quoique, par parenthèſe, leurs noms 


valent mille fois mieux que le mien. Ceeſt Shakeſpear, Milton, Dry- 


den et Pope, Vhonneur de notre nation; qui, Sils vous connoiffoient, 
ſe feroient honneur AUetre places chez vous. Vous les y trouverez 
a votre retour en Normandie; ils partent la ſemaine prochaine pour 


Dieppe. Ayez quelque bonte pour Dryden, jaloux de la preference 


que vous avez donnce a Milton et a Pope. Vous ferez a Shakeſpear 
tel accueil que vous jugerez A propos, vti que quelquefois il mérite: 
le meilleur, et quelquefois le plus mauvais. 

Il ne paroit rien ici dans le genre littèraire, digne de votre atten- 
tion. Deux ou trois pieces de theatre ont étè ſiflèes, ou tolcrees par 
compaſſion pour leurs auteurs, qu'on ſavoit avoir grand faim ; les 
autres ſe ſont epuiſes en diſſertations politiques ſur le miniſtere, a. 
la mode du pais. Il en eſt autrement chez vous, ou, comme remar- 
que 'Duclos, il y a une fermentation defprit, qui ſe developpe tous 
ics jours. A propos de Duclos, jaime ſon dernier Iivre*, quoique 
je ſache qu'on le critique à Paris. Il a bien etudie les caractères, 


et bien expoſe les prejuges : il dit des verites avec force, peut-Ctre 


wa- t- il pas cette elegance travaillee de ſtyle, ni cette politeſſe de phraſes. 

fant à la mode a-preſent ; mais ſon livre wen eſt pas moins bon. 
Vauxhall et Ranelagh ont repris les deux premiers jours de cette 
année, qui ayent ſenti Pete ; j'ai te a lun et a Tautre, fans y trouver 
les memes agremens qu'il y a deux ans. Au contraire, ils n'ont 
fait 
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reliſh them ſo well as I did two years ago. On the contrary, they 


put me in mind of the trick you played us; you muſt make ys 
amends by coming again, and rather than not come at all, you muſt 
appear, as you did before, to diſappear again; that 1s one of thoſe 
faults, which, the oftener you commit, the ſooner you will be for- 
given. How happy ſhould I be, could I but once more repeat to 
you at Blackheath, which is now finiſhed, the affurances of the 
reſpec, with which I have the honor to be, 


MAD AM, 


Your, &Cc. 


LET T E'R N. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Nov. 7, O. S. 1751. 
MADAM, 
Y ward 1s going back to Paris to pay his court to you; permit 
him to do the ſame for me. I do not offer you this letter in 
payment for the laſt you honored me with. Let Voltaire anſwer 
ſuch a one if he can; for my part, I am content with knowing the 
value of it. You talk to me, madam, of my buſt; yes, make it 
ſpeak as you have made the four others ſpeak, which I ſent you, 
and it ſhall fail for Dieppe by the firſt fair wind. Upon ſuch a 
recommendation, I ſhould be ſure of meeting with a gracious re- 
ception from thoſe illuſtrious dead, except Pope, who unfortunately 
has been too well acquainted with me to be impoſed upon; though 
perhaps, as a friend, he would not betray me. But I have a much 
better ſcheme to propoſe: make me ſpeak myſelf as you have made 
them ſpeak, that is, as you ſpeak yourſelf, and you will ſee me 
come ſome day or other, not in a buſt, but in perſon, in Sourdiere- 
{treet. You had beſt accept of this propoſal; it would coſt you by 

Uttle, and I ſhould be a great gainer by it. 
5 We 


* 
- 


a> and. mo} a. 
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fait que reveiller le ſouvenir du mauvais tour, que vous nous avez 1 
jous. Recommencez par voye de reparation: pltitôt que de ne pas 
paroſtre du tout, paroifſez comme vous avez deja fait, pour diſpa- 
roitre. Ceeſt une de ces fautes, que plus vous les ferez plus on vous 
la pardonnera. Que je ſerois heureux de pouvoir encore vous 


reiterer a Blackheath, qui, par parentheſe, eſt fini, les afſurances de 
reſpec, avec leſquels j'ai Phonneur d'etre, 


To 


MADAME, 


Votre, &c. 


L E T INE XCIY, 


ALA MIME. 


A Londres, 7 Nov. V. S. 1751. 


ON pupille sen retourne a Paris, pour vous faire ſa cour; per- 
mettez qu'il vous porte mon hommage. Je ne vous offre pas 


nit cette lettre, en payement de celle, dont vous m'avez honore. Que 
* Voltaire reponde sil le peut, a de telles lettres que votre dernière; il 
ler me ſuffit den connoitre le prix. Vous m'y parlez, madame, de 
the mon buſte; oui, faites-le parler comme vous faites parler les quatre, 
1 que Jai eu Thonneur de vous envoyer, et il paſſera à Dieppe par le 
Un premier bon vent. A ce titre-la ces illuſtres morts me feroient un 
h a accueil gracieux ; a PFexception de Pope, qui malheureuſement m'a 
kb trop bien connu pour prendre le change, mais qui comme ami peut- 
tely etre ne me trahiroit Pas. Voici pourtant ce que Je trouverois encore 
agh mieux : promettez de me faire parler moi-meme, comme vous les 
uch avez fait parler, c eſt-a-dire, comme vous parlez vous-meme, et vous 
vade me verrez un beau matin, non en buſte, mais en perſonne dans la 
= rue de la Sowrdiere ; acceptez plütot ce dernier parti, il ne vous cou- 
ere- 


teroit gueres, et jy gagnerois infiniment | 
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We have no wit left here, or we are all brimful of it, as the 
liar* is full of truth, for none comes out. Our Parnaſſus has, for 


this long while, produced no flowers, but plenty of thorns and 


thiſtles, which are greedily devoured by certain animals that graze 
at the foot of the hill; I am far from ſending you any of thele, 
An acquaintance of mine, who is no bad poet t, is actually about a 
tranſlation, or rather an imitation, of Cenie. He makes it a tragedy, 
as it ought to be, and, inſtead of the chamber-maid, he ſubſtitutes a 
more intereſting character, and better ſuited to the principal ſubject. ] 
think his alterations are judicious, and, by what he has ſhewn me, 
I have a great opinion of the reſt. When it is publithed, I ſhall 
have the honor to ſend it you. 

I hear Duclos is writing a new novel. I am glad of it; he writes 
with energy, and is free from prejudices, even more ſo than he 
chuſes to own. Be ſo good, madam, as to aſſure Mr. du Boccage 
that I infinitely eſteem and honor him; I hope the gout has lett 
him. I ſhould never have done, were I to tell you all that lady 
Cheſterfield, Mrs. Cleland, Mrs. Montague, and lady Allen deſire 
me to ſay from them; {till leſs if I ſhould pretend to expreſs the 


ſentiments of admiration and refpect, with which I have the honor 


to be, 
MADAM, 
Your, &c. 


2 


LETTER XCV. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, March 4, O. 8. 1752 


Y OUR undertaking, madam, is a noble one, worthy of you, 

and by no means above your powers; I atteſt the aſhes of 
Milton, who would not deny my affertion. The only thing I diſlike 
is the time you have allotted to do it in, no leſs than your whole 


This alludes 40 the two following lines in Corneille's play, le Menteur: 


Vous avez tout le corps bien plein de ver Es, 
Il wen fort | Janais une. 


life; 
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Nous n'avons plus d'eſprit ici, ou nous en ſommes tous pleins, 
comme le menteur* de verites, car il n'en fort point. Notre Par- 
naſſe n'a point depuis longtems produit des fleurs, mais bien des char- 
dons et des &Epines, que certains animaux, qui s ebaudiſſent au bas 
de cette montagne, devorent avec avidité; je n'ai garde de vous en 
envoyer. Un homme de ma conndiſſance, qui reſt pas mauvais 
potte , travaille actuellement à une traduction de Cenie, ou pliit6t à 
une imitation, il en fait, comme de raiſon, une tragedie ; il ſubſtitue 
à la place de la ſuivante un caractere plus intèreſſant, et plus lie avec 
le principal ſujet. Je trouve ces changemens judicieux ; et par ce qu'il 
m'en a montre, jaugure tres-bien du reſte : quand il paroitra, ſaurai 
rhonneur de vous Penvoyer. 

Fapprends que Duclos va donner un nouveau roman. Jen ſuis 
bien-aiſe, il ecrit avec force, et eſt degage de prejuges plus mème 
qu'il n'oſe PYavouer. Ayez la bontè d'aſſurer monſieur du Boccage 
que je Peſtime et que je Phonore infiniment; jeſpere que la goutte 
va quitte. Je ne finirois point, ſi je vous detaillois ce que meſdames 
de Cheſterfield, Cleland, Montagu et mylady Allen voudroient que 
je vous diſſe de leur part, encore moins 11 je vous exprimois les 
ſentimens d'admiration et de reſpect, avec leſquels j'ai Phonneur 
d'etre, 

MAD AMR, 


Vot re 3 &c. 


LET TRE XU. 


e 


A Londres, ce 4 Mars, V. S. 1752. 


Vorn E entrepriſe eſt brillante, madame, digne de vous, et nul- 

lement au defſus de vos forces, jen atteſte les manes de 
Milton, qui ne me deſavoueroient point. La ſeule choſe qui m'en 
déplait eſt le tems que vous y deſtinez, ſeulement toute votre vie, de 


+ Mr, Francis, known by his elegant tranſlation of Horace, 
Nn 2 1 ſorte 
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life; ſo that nobody will read your poem without lamenting its 
being ended. But take notice, that, according to Ariſtotle, the laws, 
of epic poetry do not require the death of the author. For my 
part, I muſt never expect to ee it, as, in the courſe of things, you 
are to ſurvive me many years. I am now fifty-feven, and, accord- 
ing to David's reckoning, I have at moſt but twenty-three years to 
live. I deſire, therefore, you will fix a ſhorter period for your epic 
labours, and let me know it exactly, that I may take proportionable 
care of my health, | | 

I would fain, madam, read your Diſcovery of the new world *, 


before I go and make mine. I have, according to your orders, 
ſearched for ſuch books as might have ſome affinity with your 


ſubject, but have found only two, which I ſend you; the one is a 
tragedy of Dryden's, entitled, The congue/t of Mexico, full of 
beauties, intermixed with a great deal of ſtuff, It will not, however, 
be altogether uſcleſs to you. He paints, in a lively manner, the 
ideas, which muſt naturally have occurred to thoſe honeſt, ſavages, 
on the approach of the Spaniards, who came to rob and murder 
them, and to promote their ſalvation. The other is an Italian epic 
poem, and downright Italian, it 1s, which I have met with at Mr. 
Harenc's , who makes you a preſent of it. It is The diſcovery of 
America, and chiefly of Brazil, by Veſpuſius Americus, in forty 
; cantos. As he confines himſelf to the Brazils, he leaves you plenty 
of room in America, and I am perſuaded you will not ſtand in his 


Wap; it is an endleſs allegory. Brazil is heaven, and Veſpuſius is 


the chriſtian, who only attains to it after much labour and many 
ſufferings; the whole clad in true Italian borabaſt ; but in ſuch an 
undertaking as yours, it is proper to ſee whatever has the leaſt re- 
ference to it, both to avoid and to imitate. 

I likewiſe ſend you our Engliſh Cenie, which has taken the name 


of Eugenia. The better fort have approved. of it, but the pit and 


galleries did not reliſh. a tragedy without bloodſhed. Delicate ſen- 
timents do not affect our common people, they muſt. have objects 
that ſtrike the ſenſes, and are only moved. by. the ſufferings they 
ſce, and even theſe muſt be dyed in blood. I believe you will like 
the tranſlation, or rather imitation; and I think you will not dit- 


* The Columbiad by madame du Boccage, 
approve 


| 
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ſorte quon ne lira votre poeme, qu'en regrettant qu'il eſt ſini. Au 
reſte, les loix de Vepopee, ſelon Ariſtote, n'exigent point la mort de 
rauteur. Pour moi je ne le verrai donc jamais, puiſque vous devez 
naturellement me ſurvivre un grand nombre d' années. Pai cin- 
quante- ſept ans; et ſelon le compte de David, il ne men reſte au plus 
que vingt- trois a vivre. Fixez donc, je vous prie, un terme plus 
court a vos travaux epiques, et faites- le moi ſavoir au juſte; Paurai 
ſoin de ma ſante a proportion. | 

Je voudrois bien, madame, lire votre decouverie du nouvear 
Monde, avant que Waller faire la mienne. Pai cherche ſelon vos 
ordres les livres, qui pouvolent avoir quelque relation a votre ſujet, 
et je wen ai trouve que deux, que j'ai Phonneur de vous envoyer. 
Lun eſt une tragedie de Dryden, intitulee /a conguere du Mexique, 
pleine de belles choſes melees avec beaucoup de fatras ; elle ne vous. 
ſera pourtant pas tout-a-fait inutile. 11 y depeint vivement les idées, 
qui ſe preſentoient naturellement a ces bons ſauvages a Papproche des. 
Eſpagnols, qui venoient pour les voler, les egorger et faire leur ſalut. 
Lautre eſt un poeme epique Italien, tres-Italien, que j'ai trouve chez 
monſieur Harenc f, qui vous en fait cadeau. C'eſt la decouverte de 
FAmerique, et nommement du Brezil, par Veſpuſius Americus, en 
quarante chants. Comme il ſe borne au Brezil, il vous laifle place 
de reſte en Amerique, et je ſuis perſuade que vous ne FVincommo- 
derez pas; Ceſt une allegorie a perte de vue. Le Brezil eſt le ciel; 
Veſpuſius ceſt le chretien, qui n'y parvient qu'après bien des travaux 
et des ſouffrances, le tout enveloppè d'un Phoebus" digne de de-la des 
monts. Mais dans une entrepriſe telle que la votre, il eft bon de 
voir ce qui peut y avoir le moindre rapport, tant pour eviter que pour 
imiter. Jai auſſi Yhonneur de vous envoyer notre Cerie Angloiſe, 
qui a pris le nom d Eugénie. Les honnetes gens ont gotitee, mais 
le parterre et les galeries mont pu &accommoder d'une tragedie ſans 
carnage ; les ſentimens delicats ne remuent pas aflez le coeur de. 
notre peuple, il lui faut des objets ſenſibles, il weſt touche que des. 
malheurs qu'il voit, encore faut-il qu'ils ſoient teints de ſang. Je 


+ A very ingenious French gentleman, neighhour to lord Cheſterfield, and his beſt friend at 
Blackheath, where madame du Boccage had ſcen him, during her ſlay in England. 


2 crois 
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approve our poet, for ſubſtituting the part of Emilia to that of Liſette. 
1 ſuppoſe madame de Graffiguy does not underſtand Engliſh, elſe 1 
would have tent her a copy; if ſhe does underſtand it, Mr. Stan- 
hope has one, which I am ſure will be much at her ſervice. Now 
I mention him, I muſt tell you that his gratitude for your favours 
ſupplies his want of politeneſs and good breeding. He thinks he 
has made ſome progreſs, but I have only his word for it, which! 
would truſt to in any other article, ſooner than in this. We muſt 
hope that time will ſet all right; my chiet dependence 1s on your 
good advice. | | 

I ought, madam, to thank you for the books, you did me the 
honor to ſend me; but I think it is full late. Had there been any 
of your own, I ſhould not have been ſo remiſs; but you only enrich 
me at the expence of others. Formerly you was generous, but 
now you do like the miſers ; for the ſake of dying rich, you toil and 
hoard up, and give nothing away. I ſhould rob you of too much 
of your time, were I to enumerate all the compliments I am com- 
miſſioned to ſend you. I ſhould treſpaſs {till more upon it, ſhould 1 
attempt to expreſs at large the ſentiments of reſpect and attach- 
ment, which I ſhall carry to my grave, and with which I am, 


MADAM, 


Your, &c. 


— 


LETTER XVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 20, O. S. 1752. 


Am too much flattered, madam, by the obliging concern you 
expreſs for my weak ſtate of health, to delay my acknowledg- 
ments for your kindneſs. I have been lamed for theſe three weeks 
by a fall from my horſe, but not on a hunting-match. I received 


a violent ſtroke, but no joint was diſlocated, fo that the hurt has 
ä not 
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crois que vous trouverez la traduction ou pl ditt Pimitation bonne, et 
que vous ne {aurez pas mauvais gre à notre potte d'avoir ſubſtitue 
le caractere {Emilie a celui de Liſette. Je ſuppoſe que madame de 
Graffigny n'entend pas PAngloits, ſans quoi je lui en aurois envoyé 
une copie. Si elle Ventend, monſicur Stanhope en a une qu'il ſera 
charme de lui preſenter. A propos de lui, ſa reconnoiſſance de vos 
bontes ſupplee a ce qui lui manque du cote de la politeſſe et des ma- 
nières. Il croit pourtant avoir fait des progrès; mais je wen ai autre 
temoignage que fa parole, a laquelle je me fierois plutòt à tout autre 
egard ; eſperons tout du tems, Ceft ſur vos conſeils que je compte 
le plus. | 

Je devrois, madame, vous remercier des livres, que vous m'avez 
fait Thonneur de m'envoyer; mais il me ſemble que ceft trop tard.. 
Sil y avoit eu du votre, cela ne me ſeroit pas arrive z, mais vous ne 
m'enrichiſſez qu'aux depens Vautrui. Autrefois vous étiez plus gé- 
nereuſe, vous devenez comme les avares: pour mourir riche, vous 
travaillez, vous amaſſez, et ne donnez rien. Je vous prendrois trop 
de momens, ſi je vous faiſois tous les complimens, dont on me charge 
pour vous. Ce ſeroit encore plus en abuſer que de vous detailler 
les ſentimens de reſpect et dattachement, avec leſquels je mourrai, 


MAD. AME, 
Votre, &c. 


LETTRE: XCVI. 


A LA MEME. 
A Londres, ce 20 Mai. V. 8. 1752. 


E ſuis trop flatte, madame, de la part que vous voulez bien 
prendre à ma chetive ſante, pour ne pas me hater de vous en 


temoigner ma reconnoiſſance. Une chute de cheval, et non à la 
chaſſe, m'a eſtropiè depuis trois ſemaines. Le coup etoit violent, 
et je mai pourtant rien de diſloque ; j'en ſuis quitte a bon marche, 


et 
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not been very conſiderable, nor have-I quarrelled with chance, which 
you abuſe ſo ſeverely, from motives, which would be very flattering 
to me, if your judgment had as great a ſhare in them as your polite- 
neſs. I am releaſed from my confinement to-day for the firſt time, 
and the ſprain of my leg is {till ſo conſiderable, that I cannot walk 
without the help of a good ſtick. 

I be 85 madam, you will admire Voltaire's hiſtory, to authorize 
my opinion of it. I have read it three times, and intend to read it 
thirty more: in ſhort, I doat on it. It is criticized here, and {till more 
at Paris; with all my heart, but I look upon Chimene with the 
eyes of Rodrigo*. I cannot ſee the blemiſhes through the beauties, 
that enchant me. It is ſaid to be deficient . in the dignity of 
hiſtory. I own it is in two ſmall volumes in 12?, inſtead of two 
large volumes 772 4?*, adorned with head-pieces, tail-pieces, &c. 
but his reflections are not introduced by the pompous % true it 
is of your folio hiſtorians. Let us both allow that we find through- 
out the book, all that a man of ſenſe, who is well informed, would 
wiſh to ſav, and all that a man of ſenſe would with to learn, con- 
cerning a period which will ever be famous. As I am acquaint- 
ed with his ſentiments, I even admire his moderation. He attacks 
the prejudices of mankind, and the madneſs and fury of ſects, but 
he does it genteelly, and as it were by chance. You may plainly ſee 
he does not ſay all he thinks, and that he even ſpares the moſt ex- 
travagant opinions, if they are univerſally adopted. 

Mr. Stanhope, who 1s gone to Germany, laments his quitting 
Paris. He is duly ſenſible of his obligations to you; but I queſtion 
whether he has expreſſed it as elegantly as I could wiſh. Per- 
mit me, madam, to ſupply this deficiency, by affuring you again of 
the ſentiments of attachment and admiration, with which I ſhall 
ever be, 

MADAM, 


Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


* In the Cid, a tragedy of Corncille, 
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et ne ſuis pas fi brouille avec le hazard, contre lequel vous vous 
irritez par des raiſons, qui me ſeroient bien flatteuſes, fi votre juge- 
ment y avoit autant de part que votre politefſe. Je ſors de priſon 
aujourdhui pour la première fois; et la foulure des nerfs de la 
jambe eſt au point, qu'un gros baton m'eſt fort nëceſſaire. 

Admirez, je vous en ſupplie, madame, I'hiſtoire de Voltaire, pour 
autoriſer mes ſentimens: je Pai lue trois fois, et la relirai trente; enſin 
pen ſuis fou. Elle eſt critiquee ici, et encore plus à Paris; je le veux 
bien, mais Jai pour Chimene les yeux de Rodrigue; je men vois 
point les defauts au travers des beautes, qui m'enchantent. Il y man- 
que, dit-on, la dignite de Thiſtoire. Elle eſt, il eſt vrai, en deux 
petits volumes in- 12, au lieu de deux grands volumes 77-4, avec 
vignettes, culs- de lampe, &c. mais les rèflections n'y ſont pas in- 
troduites par le faſtueux ant il et vrai des hiſtoriens in-falio. Con- 
venons entre nous qu'on y trouve tout ce qu'un homme deſprit bien 
informe voudroit dire, et tout ce qu'un homme deſprit voudroit 
apprendre d'une epoque eternellement celebre. Connoiſſant ſes 
ſentimens, jadmire meme ſa retenue. Il attaque les prejuges du 
monde, et la folie et la fureur des ſectes, finement et ſeulement 
en paſſant. On voit qu'il en penſe plus qu'il n'en dit, et qu'il me- 
nage meme les plus folles opinions établies. 

Mr. Stanhope, actuellement paſſe en Allemagne, m'a temoigne ſes 
regrets d'avoir quitte Paris. Il ſent tout le prix de vos bontes 3 mais 
je doute qu'il vous Tait exprime avec toute Velegance, que je lui ſou- 
haiterois. Permettez, madame, que j'y ſupplee en vous aſſurant 
dle nouveau des ſentimens Mattachement et Vadmiration, avec leſ- 
quels je ſerai cternellement, 


MADAME, 
Votre tres-humble et 
tres-obcilant ſerviteur, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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To Mr. de KREUNIN GEN, at the Hague. 


Blackheath, July 7, 1752. 
HAT ſhall I ſay to you, my dear baron? Deaf and ſolitary, 
and tired of myſelf, Imuſt of courſe tire others. This place, 
which I had intended for the ſweets of ſociety, by collecting a few 
friends ſucceſſively, is now become the place of my baniſhment 
from all ſociety. A deaf man is an exile, an out-law, wherever he 
is; for, except the article of guilt, there is not the leaſt difference 
between the man to whom nobody will ſpeak, and the man who can 
hear nobody. In vain I have recourſe to philoſophy, and endeavour 
to make up for the ſenſe I have loſt, by enjoying thoſe that remain. 
In vain do I read, write, walk, and ride; it is no longer a matter of. 
choice, but of neceſſity, and conſequently it has no reliſh. With 
all this, I find many vacant hours in the four and twenty. But this 
is talking too much of myſelf; your friendſhip, . which is the cauſe. 

of it, muſt alſo make my apology. | 
Deaf people are apt to be loquacious upon. paper, as they have ſo 
much time upon their hands. For my part, I never judge of.writ- 
ings, but by the degree of pleaſure they give me; and I will main- 
tain, to the face of all the pedants in the univerſe, that Pope's 
epiſtles and ſatires have all the good ſenſe and preciſion of Horace's, 
with a thouſand times more wit. I will declare, moreover, that the 
French theatre is infinitely ſuperior to the Greek or Latin, I will 
ſay too, that the divine Homer tires me very often, that Swift is 
preferable to Lucian, and that, of all hiſtorians, Tacitus is my 

favourite, 


LET- 


* As that gentleman, mentioned in the preceding letters, appears from thoſe to Mr. Dayrolles, to 
have been lord Cheſterfield's principal correſpondent in Holland, I was in hopes their letters might 
have been preſerved, and uſed my endeavours to procure them. Both being men of parts, of learn- 
ing, and of wit, both enjoying equal leiſure to read, and taſte to read well, it would have — in- 
tereiting 
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LETTRE Xcvn. 


A Mr. de KREUNINGEN®, à la Faye. 


” | Blackheath, ce. 7 Juillet, 17 52, 
UE vous dirai-je, mon cher baron? ſourd et ſolitaire, ennuyè de 
moi-m&me, je ne puis qu'ennuyer les autres. Cet endroit, que 
Javois deſtine aux douceurs de la ſociete, en y raſſemblant ſucceſſive- 
ment quelques amis, eſt devenu a-preſent le lieu de mon exil de toute 
ſociete. Un ſourd eſt un banni, un proſcrit, partout ou il eſt, puiſ- 
qu'au crime pres, il n'y a pas la moindre difference entre celui, a qui 
perſonne ne veut parler, et celui, qui ne peut entendre perſonne. J'ai 
beau avoir recours à la philoſophie, et tacher de me dèdommager par 
les ſens qui me reſtent, de celui que je rai plus; j'ai beau lire, ecrire, 
me promener a pied et a cheval, ce n'eſt plus choix, ceſt neceflite, 
par conſequent c'eſt ſans agrement ; et mème avec tout cela, dans le 
cours de vingt-quatre heures, il reſte un grand vuide. Mais en 
voila deja trop far mon propre ſujet ; votre amitie, qui en a tte la 
cauſe, en doit faire auſſi Yexculſe. | 
Les ſourds ſont bavards ſur le papier; ils en ont tout le loiſir. 
Pour moi, je ne juge des ouvrages que par le plus ou le moins de 
plaiſir, qu'ils me donnent en mon petit particulier, et Joſe meme dire, 
a la face de tous les pèédans de Punivers, que les epitres et les 
ſatires de Pope ont tout le bon ſens et toute la juſteſſe, avec mille fois 
plus eſprit que celles MHorace. Je dirai encore que le theatre 
Francois eſt infiniment ſuperieur au Grec ou au Latin. Je dirai auſſi 
que le divin Homere m'ennuye fort ſouvent, que le docteur Swift 
vant mieux que Lucien, et que Tacite, de tous les hiſtoriens du 
monde, eſt mon favori. 


tereſting to have collected their jadgments on men and books, in a period of above thirty years. 
Unfortunately my efforts have hitherto proved fruitleſs; and the ſhort letter, or rather fragment, 
I here give, is the only one I have been able to obtain. 1 owe it to the obliging fayour of the 


counteſs of Cheſterheld, 
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LETTTER XCVIIL 
To Lady * * *+, 


OU wilt do much better, madam, to truſt to your own judg- 
ment than to mine, upon the letters in queſtion, as well as 
upon every other matter; but your commands muſt be obeyed. I 
muſt, therefore, have the honor to tell you frankly, that the authort 
will not find many perſons inclined to engage for the payment of 
200 livres per annum, for two letters, ſuch as thoſe, which he has 
offered us as a ſpecimen. 
For inſtance, when. he attempts to- prove that thoſe, who have 
treated of the word. humour have miſtaken the meaning of it, 
he makes it but too plain, that he. is himſelf totally unacquainted 
with it. | 
The definition of it, however, is very ſimple: humour is a juſt 
and ftriking repreſentation of whatever ſingularity and ridicule there 
may be in any character; and a man of bumour is one, who. ſtrongly 
ſeizes the diſtinguiſhing peculiarities of that character, and expoſes 
them in the ſtrongeſt colours.. It 1s generally imagined that we Eng- 
liſnmen are ſolely and. excluſively poſſeſſed of this faculty; but 
there is not the leaſt truth. in. the ſuppoſition. No man. ever. had 
ſo much of it as. Moliere,, of which. his miſer, his jealous man, and 
his bourgeois gentilbomme, axe convincing proofs; and French comedy 
furniſhes a multiplicity of inſtances beſide theſe. If, indeed, it be 
ſaid, that there is. no country in Europe, which abounds in ſuch a 
variety of ſingular characters, I believe the aſſertion may be true. 
But humour does not conſiſt in this. The perſon, in whom the 


ſingularity or the ridicule is, has no humour, it is his natural cha- 


racter; but it is the man who feels and deſcribes this ridicule or this 
oddity who has the humour. It is time, however, that I ſhould. put 
an 


+ This letter was given to me by the lady, to whom it was written, whoſe name I am not 
at liberty to mention. Whether the definition of humour contained in it will be equally fatis- 
faQory to all my readers, is uncertain, It is however ingenious; but indeed the word itlelf ſeems to 

| admit 
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LETTRE XCVIL 
A MYLADY® * 1. 


OUS feriez bien mieux, madame, de vous fier à votre propre 

jugement que de demander le mien fur les lettres en queſtion, 

auſſi bien que ſur toute autre choſe 3; mais vous me Fordonnez, it 

faut obéir. Il faut donc que Jaye Yhonneur de vous dire naturelle- 

ment, que Fauteur{ trouvera tres-peu de perſonnes, qui voudront 

Sengager a payer deux cent francs par an pour deux lettres de la fa- 
brique, dont il a donne Fechantillon. 

Par exemple, en voulant montrer que ceux, qui ont traite de notre 
mot humour, Sy ſont trompes, il ne montre que trop qu'il Iignore 
parfaitement lui-meme. 

La definition pourtant en eſt afſez ſimple: Humour, ceſt une repre- 
ſentation juſte et frappante de ce qu'il y a de ſingulier ou de ridicule 
dans un caractere, et a nan of humour, eſt un homme, qui ſaiſit vive- 


ment ce ſingulier, ou ce ridicule qui diſtingue ce caractère, et qui 


le met dans tout ſon jour. On simagine generalement que nous 
autres Anglois poſſedons,. excluſivement des autres nations, IB :ů; 
mais il n'y a rien de moins vrai. Jamais homme nen a tant eu que 
Moliere; ſon avare, ſon jaloux, fon bourgeors gentilhomme, en- ſont 
des preuves ſuffiſantes 3 et la comèdie Frangoiſe en fournit encore 
un millier &exemples.: ' Si. à la verits, on dit qu'il n'y a pas de pais 
en Europe, ou il y a tant de differens caractères ſinguliers, je crois 
qu'on n'aura pas tort. Mais Humour ne conſiſte pas en cela. L'homme 
qui a le travers, ou le ridicule, n'a point humour, Ceſt ſon naturel; 
mais Ceſt. Phomme qui ſaiſit, et qui-depeint ce ridicule ou ce travers, . 
qui a de Vhumour. Te finis cette diflertation déja trop longne ſur 
humour, et dans laquelle, peut-ètre, ai-je donne a. gauche autant 
que votre. auteur,, et ceux qu'il critique, D'ailleurs, quand on a: 


admit of ſuch a variety of! interpretations, that neither of them can he excluſively adopted with 
propriery.. 

{ Abbe le Blanc, the ſame, who publiſhed a deſeripcben of the Engliſh nation, and of the inha- 
bitants of London 1 in particular, under. tlie title. of Lettres d un Frangus. . 
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an end to this diſſertation on humour, which is already too long, 
and in which, perhaps, I am as wide of the mark as your author, 
and thoſe whom he criticiſes. Beſides, when I have the honor to 
write to ſuch a one as yourſelf, it may ſeem a very great ſingularity 
in me to fill three whole pages upon no other topic than the ridicule 
of characters. Subjects .of a-more agreeable nature might juſtly 
claim the preference, and your epiſtolary criticiſm might here find 
ſufficient occaſion to diſplay itſelf. Ro 
I have the honor to be, with the greateſt eſteem, 


Your moſt obedient, 
and moſt humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


© — 
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LETTER XCIX. 


From Count WASsENAER de Twickel, miniſter plenipotentiary 
from the ftates general at the congreſs of Breda, 
to the earl of CHESTERFIELD®, 


MY LORD, 


TT HE earl of Sandwich has - juſt now called upon me, to bring me 

a picce of intelligence, which would, at all times, have given 
me infinite pleaſure, but more particularly ſo at this preſent juncture. 
1 have ſeen, my lord, with the moſt agreeable ſurprize, at the bottom 
of his diſpatches, the name of the man in the world I moſt admire, 
eſteem, and you muſt give me leave to ſay, love, the name of Cheſter- 
field. I was ſome moments before I could recover myſelf, and clear 
up the confuſion of ideas, which this event raiſed in my mind, 
Whichever way 1 conſider it, I ſee in it a ſource of joy and ſatis- 
faction for every good patriot, both Engliſh and Dutch. You are 
in poſſeſſion, my lord, of the eſteem and confidence of both; what 


* On his being appointed ſecretary of ſtare. This intereſting letter, which ſhews in fo lively 
a manner the ſentiments of the republic with regard to our earl, was, together with the following, 


given me by lady Cheſterfield, 
4 | advantages 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK: I. LET. XCVIIL XCIX. 287 


Thonneur decrire à une perſonne comme vous, il ſembleroit aſſez 
ſingulier que trois pages entières ne roulaſſent uniquement que ſur le 
ridicule des caractères. Des matières plus agreables demanderoient une 
juſte preference, et votre critique epiſtolaire y trouveroit bien de quoi 
critiquer. . 

Jai Thonneur d'ètre avec les ſentimens de la plus parfaite conſidé- 
ration, | 


Votre tres-humble 
et tres-obeiflant ſerviteur, 


CHESTERFIELDs 


LET TRE Xcix. 


Du comte de WAsSSENAER de Twickel, miniſtre plenipotentiaire- 


au congres. de Breda, au comte de CHESTERFIELD®, - 


MYLORD, 


\ANS le moment 1e comte deSandwick ſort de chez moi, ou” 

il a eu la bonte de venir m'apprendre une nouvelle, qui en tout 
tems, mais ſurtout dans la circonſtance preſente, . ne peut que me 
cauſer une joye inexprimable. J'ai vu, mylord, avec la plus agrea-- 
ble ſurpriſe, au bas de ſes dèpeches, le nom de homme du monde, 
que je reſpecte, que j'admire, que jeſtime, et permettez- moi de 
trancher le mot, que j'aime le plus, le nom de Cheſterfield. II 
m'a fallu quelques momens pour me reconnoitre, et debrouiller la 
confuſion des idèes, que cet Evenement a reveillees dans mon eſprit. 
De quelque cote que je Venviſage, je n'y trouve que des ſujets de 
joye et de ſatisfaction pour tout bon patriote Anglois et. Hollandois. 
Vous poſledez, mylord, Feſtime et la confiance des uns et des autres. 


Que 


| Honored in this country. I could eaſily point out the motives ; but 


ſervation and welfare. 


great end, for which we are aſſembled here. The unſpeakable 
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advantages may we not, therefore, expect to accrue to both nations 
and to all Europe! | 

I had the pleaſure of giving the firſt information of this joyful 
news to our penſionary *, who expreſſed the higheſt ſatisfaction, and 
is as ſenſible as myſelf of the influence, which your lordſhip's for- 
tunate entrance in the miniſtry muſt have on public affairs. All 
true lovers of their country here will be of the ſame opinion. You 
cannot but know, my lord, to what a degree you are beloved and 


as I would not offend you, I ſhall only mention one, which 1s, the 
perſuaſion we are in, and the proofs you have given us, of your being 
u well-wiſher to the republic, and the intereſt you take in her pre- 


Never was our ſituation more deplorable. You are perfectly ac- 
quainted with the preſent ſtate of our conſtitution, both political and 
military, and of our finances. We are, perhaps, at the eve of a fatal 
revolution, unleſs England, our beſt and moſt faithful ally, averts 
our ruin. Time is infinitely precious; I intreat you, my lord, to uſe 
all your intereſt, and exert your utmoſt endeavours, to promote the 


pleaſure of having reſtored the tranquillity of Europe will be your 
reward, and your name will be bleſſed by all nations, We, in par- 
ticular, ſhall have the ſatis faction of being beholden for our happineſs 
to the friend of the republic; I ſhall put up the moſt ardent prayers 
for your preſervation, and I earneſtly intreat you, my lord, to favour 
me with a continuance of thoſe ſentiments of kindneſs and friend- 
ſhip, you have hitherto honored me with, and which I ſhall make it 
my buſineſs to deſerve. 

I have the honor to be, with the higheſt regard, and the moſt } in- 
violable attachment, 


, A a ad . 2 6 ub boa. © 


— 


MY LORD, 


Your, 8c. 
Breda, Nov. 20, N. S. 1746. | | WASSENAER. 


* Mr. Gilles, a man of great ability and integrity, in the antiſtadhouderian intereſt, and much 
eſteemed by lord Cheſterfield, 


LET- 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. XCIX. 289 


Que n'avons- nous point a eſperer pour le bien des deux nations, et 
pour celui de toute PEurope ? 

Monſieur le conſeiller penſionnaire t, a qui j'ai eu le plaiſir d'en 
apprendre la premiere nouvelle, m'en a temoigne ſon extreme con- 
tentement, et ſent comme moi toute Vinfluence, que votre heureuſe 
entree dans le miniſtere doit avoir fur les affaires du tems. Tous 
ceux, qui parmi nous aiment ſincèrement leur patrie, penſeront de 
meme. Vous ne pouvez ignorer, mylord, a quel point vous y etes 
aiméè et honorè. Il me ſeroit aiſè d'en detailler les motifs; mais pour 
ne pas vous indiſpoſer contre mai, je en allegue qu un ſeul, Ceſt 
Ja perſuaſion oy nous ſommes, « et les preuves que nous avons, de de votre 
bienveuillance pour la republique, et de Vinteret que yous prenez 2 a 1a 
conſervation et a {on bonheur. 

Jamais fa ſituation ne fut plus deplorable. Son tat politique, et 
militaire, celui de ſes finances, vous eſt parfaitement connu. Nous 
ſommes peut-etre a la veille d'etre bouleverſes, ſj VApgleterre, notre 
meilleure et notre plus fidele allice, et la plus intéreſſce a notre 
exiſtence, ne previent notre ruine. Le tems eſt infiniment precieux ; 1 
daignez, mylord, em ployer tous vos ſoins et vos efforts, pour nous 
faire parvenir au grand but, qui nous raſſemble ici. Le plaiſir j inex- 
primable d'avoir rendu le repos à a Europe, ſera votre recompenſe, 
et votre nom ſera en benediction a tous les peuples. Nous aurons 
en particulier la ſatisfaction de devoir notre bonheur a Tami de la 
republique ; je ferai les voeux les plus ardens pour votre conſerva- 
tion, et je vous ſupplie inſtamment, de me conſerver les ſeu- 
timens de bonte et d'amitiè, dont vous m'avez honore juſqu'ici, 
que je mettrai tous mes ſoins a meriter. Jai Phonneur d'etre avec 
la plus haute conſideration, et Vattachement le plus inviolable, 


%% Ces > 1. A 
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'MY LORD, 
Votre, &c. 


Breda, 20 Nov. N. S. 1746. f WASSENAER. 
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LETTER C. 


From Mr. VOLTAIRE to Lord CHESTERFIELD. 


Ferney Caſtle near Geneva, Oct. 24, 175r, 


T HE earl of Huntingdon has done me the honor to viſit me in 
my hermitage. I did not write to you whilſt he was here, 
becauſe I was liſtening to him. Now I endeavour to comfort myſelf 


for his abſence, by writing to thank you for fending him to me. 


He has done me the pleaſure to talk much of you. It was chiefly 


you that I inquired after, much more than after your OT and 


your ſheriffs, and all that nonſenſe. 

May you enjoy an honorable and a happy old age, after paſſing 
through the trials of life! May you continue to enjoy health, both of 
body and mind! Of the five ſenſes allotted to us, only one of yours 
has ſuffered any decay; and lord Huntingdon: aſſures me, your ſto- 


mach is good, which is full as capital an article as a pair of ears. 


might, perhaps, be qualified to jadge which is worſt, to be deaf, or 
blind, or to have a bad digeſtion, as I am but too well acquainted with 


all three; but I have long ſince learned not to decide upon trifles, much 


leſs would I venture to do it in matters of conſequence. I only believe, 
that, if you have the beneſit of ſunſhine in the fine houſe you have 
built, you will enjoy ſome tolerable moments, and that is all we can 
expect at our time of lite. Tully wrote a fine treatiſe on old age; but 
he did not realize his aſſertions, and his latter years were far from be- 
ing happy. You have lived longer and more happily than he did. 
You have had nothing to do with perpetual dictators or triumviri. 
Your lot has been, and is ſtill, one of the moſt deſireable in that 
great lottery, where the prizes are ſo few, and where the great prize 
of conſtant happineſs has never yet been drawn by any one. . Your 
philoſophy has never been diſcompoſed by thoſe phantoms, which 


have ſometimes overſet pretty good heads; nor have you ever been, 


3 in 
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LET TA E 


De Mr. de VoLTAIRE à mylord CHESTERFIELV. 
Au chiteau de Ferney pres de Gendve, te 24 Od. 1771, 


R. le comte de Huntingdon m'a fait Thonneur d'etre dans mon 
hermitage. Je ne vous ai point ecrit ; jetois trop occupe a 
Ventendre. Je cherche ma conſolation a ſon depart en vous ecrivant, 
pour vous remercier de me avoir addrefle. Il m'a fait le plaiſir de 
me parler longtems de vous; Celt de vous ſurtout que je lui ai 
demande des nouvelles, beaucoup plus que je ne me ſuis informè de 

vos aldermen, et de vos /berifs, et de toutes ces tracaſſeries. 
Jouiſſez d'une vieilleſſe honorable et heureuſe, apres avoir paſſe 
par les epreuves de la vie. Jouiflez de votre eſprit, et conſervez la 
fante de votre corps. Des cinq ſens, que nous avons en partage, 
vous n'en avez qu'un ſeul qui ſoit affoibli, et mylord Huntingdon 
aſſure que vous avez un bon eſtomac, ce qui vaut bien une paire 
doreilles. Ce ſeroit peut-etre a moi a decider lequel eſt le plus triſte, 
detre ſourd ou aveugle, ou de ne point digerer. Je puis juger de ces 
trois Etats, avec connoiſſance de cauſe ; mais il y a longtems que je 
roſe decider ſur les bagatelles, a plus forte raiſon ſur des choſes im- 
portantes. Je me borne a croire que, fi vous avez du ſoleil dans la 
belle maiſon, que vous avez batie, vous aurez des momens tolera- 
bles ; Ceſt tout ce qu'on peut eſperer à Vage ou nous ſommes. Cice- 
ron ecrivit un beau traite ſur la vieilleſſe, mais il ne prouva point ſon 
livre par les faits ; ſes dernieres annees furent tres-malheureuſes. 
Vous avez vecu plus longtems et plus heureuſement que lui. Vous 
wavez eu a faire, ni à des dictateurs perpetuels, ni à des triumvirs. 
Votre lot a ete, et eſt encore, un des plus deſirables dans cette grande 
lotterie, ou les bons billets ſont fi rares, et ou le gros lot d'un bon- 
heur continuel n'a étè encore gagne par perſonne. Votre philoſo- 
phie n'a jamais ete derangee par des chimeres, qui ont brouille quel- 
quefois des cervelles afſez bonnes. Vous n'avez jamais été dans 
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in any reſpect, a pretender, or the dupe of pretenders; which, in my 
eſtimation, 1s an uncommon degree of merit, and contributes to that 
ſhadow of felicity, which may be enjoyed in this ſhort life. 
I beg you will kindly accept my ſincere, though impotent, wiſhes 
for your welfare, my ſorrow that it is not in my power to ſpend 
ſome of my days with you, together with my affectionate and re- 
ſpectful attachment. 
The old ſick man of Ferney, 
V. 


aucun genre, ni charlatan, ni dupe de charlatan, et Cceſt ce que je 
compte pour un merite très- peu commun, qui contribue à Yombre de 
felicite, qu'on peut goùter dans cette courte vie. 

Recevez avec bonte les vœux ſincères et inutiles, que je fais pour 
vous, mes regrets de ne pouvoir paſſer aupres de vous quelques uns 
de mes jours, avec mon tendre et reſpectueux attachement. 


Le vieux malade de Ferney, 
. 
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LETTERS to his FRIENDS. 


300 II. 


E 


Te SOLOMON DAYROLLES, 
| Of Hentizv-PaARrKk, Eſq; 


AND 


TO SOME OTHER FRIENDY 


In ENGLAND. 


ADVERTISEMEN T. 


HE correſpondence with Mr. Dayrolles being mutilated in ſome 

parts, as will appear by the aſteriſks, it is neceſſary to inform the 
public, that, great friendſbip having ſubſiſted between lord Cheſter field and 
Mr. Dayrolles's family, ſome of the omiſſions related to private concerns, 
which would not be intereſting to the public; other parts were written 
for his own private information, when his lordſbip was ſecretary of /tate, 
and Mr. Dayrolles in a public character at the Hague; and ſome other 
parts again are a continuation of ſuch political and private corre- 
ſpondence, after his lordſhip had quitted public buſineſs, in which ſome 
meaſures, operations, and perſons concerned in them, are too parti- 
cularly deſcanted upon, for Mr. Dayrolles to allow himſelf to give them 
zo the public, as they were communicated to him in the moſt confi- 
dential manner. | 


It will not be improper likewiſe to add, that having deſired my friend 
Mr. Dayrolles to favor me with notes and obſervations, in order to 
make ſome paſſages of theſe very intereſting letters more intelligible to 
the reader, be was ſo good as to comply with my requeſt, I have 
likewiſe added here and there a few of my own, where I thought ſome 
information about perſons and books might be agreeable to the public. 


M. M. 


VoL. II. Qq 
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LET TFE I. 


To JaMEs DAYROLLES, Eſq; his majeſty's reſident at the Hague. 


London, June 5, O. S, 193% 


8 IR, 


1 Am much obliged to you for the joy you expreſs at the favours 

the king has beſtowed upon me. I wiſh they could furniſh me 
with an opportunity of giving you effectual proofs of my ſincere 
triendſhip and regard. Your nephew, who is very deſerving of the 
Kindneſs you have for him, may depend upon my ſervices, when- 
ever an opportunity offers; and I had ſome thonghts, at this very 
time, of appointing him ſecretary of the embaſly at Paris, under lord 
Waldegrave, who is deſtined to that employment; but unfortunately 
the duke of Newcaſtle had juſt obtained, of the King, the nomi- 
nation to that office for his kinſman*, who had been ſecretary to 
the congreſs at Soiſſons, and claimed it as his right. I ſhall cer- 
tainly recommend your nephew to lord Harrington, though I believe 


he will make no changes in the office, and beſides, if he did, I 


know he has ſome young people belonging to him. With regard 


to my place of lord- ſteward, I have none but ſmall places in my gift, 


— * Mr. Thomas Pelham. 
7 which 


LEeTTRES DE MyLorD CHESTERFIELD. 


1 
3 


LETTHRRE 4 


A\ Monſieur JaQutEs DAYROLLES, reſident de ſa MAJESTE 
| Britannique a la Haye. 
7 A Londres, ce 5 Juin, V. S. 1730. 
MONSIEUR, 
E ſuis très- ſenſible à la part, que vous prenez aux bontes, que le 
roi a eu pour moi, et je voudrois bien qu'elles me donnaſſent une 
occaſion de vous temoigner, par des effets, la veritable amitiè et con- 
ſidèration que J'ai pour vous. Votre neveu, qui eſt tres-digne de la 
tendreſſe que vous avez pour lui, peut compter ſur mes ſervices dans 
les occaſions, et j'avois penſè a cette heure de le faire ſecretaire de 
Pambaſſade à Paris ſous mylord Waldegrave, qui eſt deſtin& a cette 
commiſſion 3 mais malheureuſement le duc de Newcaſtle avoit juſte- 
ment obtenu du roi cet emploi pour ſon parent *, qui avoit été 
ſecretaire du congres a Soiſſons, et qui y pretendoit comme de droit. 
Je ne manquerai pas de parler en faveur de votre neveu a mylord 
Harrington, quoique je crois qu'il ne fera pas de changement dans le 
bureau; et Cailleurs, Sil en faiſoit, je ſais qu'il a des jeunes gens, qui 
lui appartiennent. Par rapport à la charge de grand-maitre que Jai, 
il n'y a à ma diſpoſition que des petits emplois, qui ne lui convien- 
2 2 droient 
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which would not be worth his acceptance. But we ſhall talk over 
this affair more at large, when we meet again at the Hague, which 
I hope will be ſoon. In the mean time, do me the juſtice to be 
perſuaded that no man living is more truly 
Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


Be ſo good as to preſent my moſt humble reſpects to Mrs. Day- 
rolles, 


LET T. ER U. 


To SOLOMON DAYROLLES, Eſq; at the Hague. 


London, June 23, O. S. 1734 
MY DEAR CHEVALIER, | 
Won't make you any excuſes for this application, becauſe I am 
very ſure, you are always glad to help an old friend. My buſineſs 
1s in ſhort this; I want four dozen of ſhirts, two dozen of them to 
be of Holland, that comes to about ten ſhillings the Engliſh ell, the 
other two dozen about fourteen ſhillings the Engliſh ell. Take the 
money of monſieur Vanneck, and give him a bill upon me for it. 
Though I have great regard for your judgment in moſt things, yet 
in linen I believe it will not be amiſs, if you can get the aſſiſtance 
of madame Dayrolles, to whom I would not apply directly myſelt, 
becauſe, knowing her politeneſs, I was ſure it would be putting her 
to the trouble of an anſwer; which trouble I thought it civiller to 
{ave her by your means. I deſire you will make my beft compli- 
ments to her and your uncle, who, I hope, are both in perfect health. 
Do you divert yourſelf pretty well at the Hague? Do the ſuppers 
and parties of pleaſure go on in the Welderen family as they uſed 
to do? A friend of theirs and yours, lady Denbigh, has had bad di- 
verſion here, for ſhe has loſt every thing ſhe had in the world, which 
ſhe had unfortunately left in her houſe at Twickenham. 


* Lord Denbigh had lent his houſe at Twickenham to Mon. de Chavigny, the French miniſter 
then in England, which by ſome accident was unfortunately burnt down to the ground, whilſt he 
was in poſſeſſion of it, | ot 


I hope 


droient nullement. Mais nous parlerons plus amplement de cette 


bientot; en attendant, faites-moi la juſtice d etre perſuade que je 
ſuis * que perſonne, 


Votre tr&s-humble et tres -Obèiſſant ſerviteur, 
7 CHESTERFIELD. 


Ayez la bonte d'aſſurer madame TR de mes tres tumbles 
reſpects. 
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affaire, quand Jaurat le plaifir de vous revoir à la Haye, ce qui arrivera - 
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1 hope /you'eominue welt with. your uncle and aunt. The regard 
you have always had for. them, I am ſure, very well deſerves their 
kindneſs, as their kindneſs to you deferves your acknowledgements, 
I wiſh you all the good that can happen to you, and am with great 


truth and eſteem, Your mos fach ul friend and humble ſervant, 
. 10 17 { 8 
CHESTERFIELD. 


4 


— 


5 % „L. EBT. N E. R. III. 
To So LOMO DAYROLLES, Eſq; at the Hague. 


4 


London, Aug. 19, O. S. 1734. 
MY DEAR CHEVALIER, 

Have received your letter, with the annexed account. Mr. 

Vanneck writes by this day's poſt to his brother at the Hague; 

to furniſh you with what money you ſhall aſk for; ſo that you may 
take up what you want to pay for the holland, the making, &c. 
I ſhould think Mr. Finch's * return would be a good opportunity © to 
ſend them over, as he is ſoon expected home. 

If you could perſuade your uncle to ſolicit Mr. Walpole for 
leave to reſign his employment in your favour, with a proviſo that 
he ſhould enjoy the emoluments during his life, that would be a 
means of ſecuring it to you, and Mr. Walpole can very eaſily bring 
it about if he pleaſes. Without this precaution, I ſhould be afraid 
of that Mr. Pelham, that is with him, who would not fail to put 
in for it, if your uncle ſhould die. 

If you can perſuade your uncle to approve of this propoſal, he 
muſt get Mr. Van Borſele, and fome of the members of the regency, 
to make intereſt for you with Mr. Walpole; for in the preſent junc- 
ture, he will pay great regard to the recommendation of thoſe 
gentlemen. 


Adieu, chevalier. Fear God, divert yourſelf, and drink cool as 
often as you can. I ſhall always be 


Your &c. 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* The honorable William Finch, envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary at that time, at 


the Hague, but now recalled and immediately replaced by his excellency Horatio Walpole as 
ambaſſador extraordinary and plenipotentiary, 
LE T- 
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EE TITIRE i! Il. 
AU MEME, 


| A Londres, ce 19 Aout, V. S. 1734. 
MON CHER CHEVALIER, | 
J Al requ votre lettre, avec le compte ci- joint. Mr. Vanneck Ecrit 
par cet ordinaire à ſon frère à la Haye, de vous fournir tel argent 
que vous lui demanderez; de ſorte que vous prendrez pour payer la 
toile, la fagon, &c. Je crois que le retour de monfieur Finch“ 
pourra Etre une bonne occaſion de les envoyer, car il revient ici 
bientôt. | 
Si vous pouviez perſuader a votre oncle de folliciter Mr. Wal- 
pole, pour qu'il ptit ſe d&mettre de fon emploi en votre faveur, bien. 
entendu qu'il recevroit lui tous les appointemens fa vie durant, cela 
vous Paſſureroit en tout cas, et monſieur Walpole pourroit tres faci- 
lement le moyenner Sil vouloit. Car fans cette precaution, je crains 
, ce monfienr Pelham, qui eſt avec lui, et qui ne manqueroit pas og 
t y fourrer, en cas que votre oncle vint a manquer. | 
L Si vdus pouvez porter votre oncle. à agr6er cette propofition, _ 
5 faſſe en ſorte que monſieur Van Borſele, et quelques- uns de la regence, 
1 gintereflſent en votre faveur, auprès de monſieur Walpole : car dans: 
la conjoncture preſente, il aura de grands egards pour la recomman- 
dation de ces meſſieurs. oe 
Adieu, Chevalier. Craignez Dieu, divertiſſe z-vous, et beuvez frais 
autant que faire ſe pourra, Je ſerai toujours. 


0 ry a þ tre. c. 74 RA * 
2 Votre, . . 


\ CHESTERFIELD. 


L E 'T- 
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LETTER IF; 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 3, O. S. 1734. 


| 
: 
| 
| 


MY DEAR CHEVALIER, 


Have this moment received your letter, and captain Brett his ſent 
me word, that in two or three days I ſhall receive the remain- 
ing two dozen of ſhirts. I am very well pleaſed with thofe I have 
already, and am much obliged to you for the trouble you have 
taken about them; though to ſay the truth, conſidering the good- 
neſs and cheapneſs of the holland, I believe I am chiefly obliged to 
Mrs. Dayrolles, and I beg you will oye my n. and 
thanks to her. 

Vou ſay matrimony is an epidemical diſtemper at the Hague. 
Take care of yourſelf, my friend, and don't do a fooliſh thing. You 
are welcome to love the fair lady you mention, as much as you 
Pleaſe; but no conjugal love, I charge you. You may trifle if you 
will, but let it go no further. A man of ſenſe will love a pretty 
woman, but he is a ſimpleton who marries her merely becauſe ſhe 
is pretty. 

Adieu, my dear chevalier ; 1 am, upon my honor, very ſincerely 


Your &c. 


CHESTERFIELD. 
a 


P. S. My compliments to your uncle. 


% dd 


@ << fr * 
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LETTRE WV. 


AU MEME. 


£5 | A Londres, ce 3 Dec. V. S. 1734. 
MON CHER CHEVALIER, 
E regois dans ce moment votre lettre; et le capitaine Brett m'a fait 
dire que dans deux ou trois jours je recevrai les autres deux dou- 
zaines de chemiſes. Je ſuis txes-content. de celles que j'ai deja, et je 
vous ſuis tres-oblige de la peine que vous avez priſe à ce ſujet ;. quoi- 
quia dire la verite, vu la bonte de la toile, et le bon marche, je crois 
en etre redevable aux ſoins de madame Dayrolles, a qui vous vou- 
drez bien faire mes complimens et mes remercimens. 

Vous dites que le mariage eſt un mal épidèmique à la Haye ; pre- 
nez y donc bien garde, mon ami, et ne faites point de ſottiſes. Aimez 
la princeſſe en queſtion tant qwil vous plaira; mais point d'un amour 
conjugal, Sil vous plait. Badinez, badinez; mais reſtez en la. Un 
honnete homme aime bien une jolie perſonne, mais ce weſt qu'un 


nigaud, qui Vepouſe uniquement parcequeelle eſt jolie. Adieu, mon 
cher chevalier; je ſuis fur mon honneur tres-veritablement 


Votre, 8&c. _ e 


| CHESTERFIELD. 
Mes complimens a votre oncle, 


vo L. II. ; | R * 21 1 — b b. L E T- 
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E ET TE R v. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 23, O. S. 1739. 


Pd 


DEAR CHEVALIER, 


Make you no compliments of condoleance upon the death of your 
uncle; for, though I loved him very well, I love you better, and 
you are now eaſy and independent. I intended to have executed 
your commiſſion to lord Harrington; but 1 happened firſt to ſee 
Horace Walpole, who, I thought, might prove more ſerviceable to. 
you in this affair, than. the other : accordingly I ſpoke to him, and he 
told me he had received. a letter from you to the ſame effect, and that 
he would take care of the whole affair. The only difficulty, he 
apprehended, was with relation to your plate, if it happened to be of 
foreign make. I. told him. that, as. well as I remembered, it was 
Engliſh. 

Pray, take care to ew well with your aunt, who, I am informed, 
has a good deal left in her own power. Tell me what. diſpoſition 
your uncle made, what you have got, what you-ifitend to do, and 
when you, come here; for I intereſt. myſelf really in whatever 
concerns. you, and am ſincerely, 

Yours,, 


I 


CHESTERFIELD... 


_— Ws «ih... Me nt. | SS —_— 0 . — ha odd. Dis. Md. AM. Dt. Md „ * 


EDR e. 


O THE SAME. 


London, May 4, O. S. 1747. 

MR. RE SID ENT, | 
Have finiſhed your affair this morning: it went eaſy ;. and you 
muſt go very ſoon, Come to town immediately upon the receit 


of this, and wind up your own private bottoms as well as you can 
OO in 


in the” mean time; for you nt 800 on Friday. Je vous en filicite, 
Adieu. | 


C. * 


_—_— * how " 2 


LF.T TN. 
TO THE SAME. 
London, June 9, O. 8. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 Have received your two laſt ſeparate letters of the x 3th and 16th, 
N. S. and thank you for the informations they give me.* * #* 
You did right in putting yourſelf inthe prince of Qrange's way, and 

at the ſame time in not obtruding yourſelf upon him for a private 
audience. Whenever you have one, give him all poſſible aſſurances 
of my attachment; but keep to generals, unleſs before that time 1 
ſhould ſend you ſome particular inſtructions. I find by what Li- 


gonier ſaid to you, that the French have that ſuperiority, which, I 1 


apprehended they would have; and I own that I diſlike the proſpect 
in Flanders, for I cannot think that marèchal de Saxe has brought 
the French king to the army, to be either a ſpectator of inaction, or 
to attempt what he has not a moral certainty of ſucceeding in. The 
king, I can aſſure you, approves of your office letters; ſo continue to 
write in that manner, and put in every circumſtance relative to the 
affairs of the republic, though ſeemingly trifling. As for what 
you hear from other quarters of Europe, you will inſert it or not, 
in proportion as you give credit to it, or as you think it deſerves 
notice. The application, concerning the ſhip Eend! aght, you ſhould 
have put in your office letter, becauſe That now the memorial will 
appear in the office, without any letter relative to-it. Therefore put 
all thoſe ſort of things for the future in your office letters. Without 
complimentingyour honor, you do extremely well, and an experienced 
miniſter could not have done better. 


Lord Cheſterfield was at this time ſecretary of ſtate for the Northern departem xt: 
Rr 2 Vos 
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Vos pareils A deux fols ne ſe font pas connoltre, 
| Et pour leurs coups d'eſſai, veulent des coups de maitre (a). 
I need not tell you, that I love you ſincerely, and am convinced of 
your attachment to | 


- — 


Yours, 
8 C. 


— 


LETTER vill 


TO THE SAME. 


| | London, June 16, O. S. 1747; 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Acknowledge at once your two ſeparate letters of the 2oth and 

23d, N. 8. 

You anſwered the princeſs royal very well, when ſhe recommended 
monſieur de la Millerie to you; and when you have an opportunity, 
acquaint her (with my moſt humble reſpects) that I will not fail to 
put lord Harrington frequently in mind of her royal highneſs's orders, 
but however, without anſwering for the ſucceſs. 

As the prince has lately ſpoke to you as freely as uſual, it is very 
probable that his former coolneſs was through inadvertency or di/rac- 
tion only. At leaſt, ſeem to think ſo. 

Far from diſtiking the diſſolution of the parliament, I approved 
of, and promoted, it, as much as any body, and do think it a very 
right meaſure, as will appear, I dare ſay, by the majority which we 
thall have in the new one. Our enemies have not time to work, nor 
money to work with, as they would have had, if this parliament had 
died a year hence of a natural death, #* #* * * * * „ #* # 

If the Dutch will declare war, it will be now, that the French have 
embargoed their ſhips. I conceive why the prince does not care to 


(2) Two verſes of Corncille's Cid, which may be rendered thus: 


Such forward talents no improvement need; 
Their firſt attempts are maſter-ſtrokes indeed. 


pref: D 


12 
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preſs them to it, but I don't conceive why thoſe, who wiſh well, and 
who have ſpirit, don't do it of themſel ves. „ „ „ * 


Don't diſtruſt yourſelf, for upon my word you do perfectly well... 
Good night. 


P. S. I ſend you the incloſed from poor —— my page ; ; 
if you can do him any ſervice, by ſpeaking 1 in his behalf to any. 
of the prince's people, pray do. 


E 


TO THE SAME. 


DEAR DAYROLLES,. 


A the letters of the 3oth, N. S. are not yet come in, I have 
little to ſay to you by this poſt, and ſhould hardly have written, 
but that I love to write to you, becauſe.I know that you love to 
hear from me. 
expect bad news every day from Italy, and with more than I 
hope for good news from Flanders. Something, I think, muſt ſoon 
happen there. 
I have had a very ſatisfactory letter from Mr. Harte, and am con--- 
vinced there has been no gaming at all in the caſe. However, 


when you hear from Mr. de Bochat or madam, in anſwer to the letter 


you write, pray ſend me their letters. A propos of monſieur de 
Bochat, pray tell me in what way I.can reward him, for the lectures 
that he has read to the boy. Should I ſend him. money, how much? 
If no money, what muſt I preſent him with, and to about what value? 
Tell me without reſerve.. Make my ſincereſt compliments to your. 
aunt. , Good night.. 9 

| + 


— _. } 


— — —ꝛ — — — U—— — — 


310 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 
'LETTER X. 


| TO THE SAME. 


London, July 3, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAT ROLLES, 


J Received by the laſt mail your letter of the 7th, N. 8. and though 
I have very little time to-night, yet I would not omit acquainting 

you, that the hints, which I gave you in one of my former letters, 

are now uſeleſs, # # # # %# # „ „ „ # „ # #%* 

I thank you for the account, which you ſent me from Lauſanne, 
though I can't ſay that it gives me great comfort. 1 ſhall hint no- 
thing of it to the boy “*, while he ſtays at Lauſanne, that he may 
neither accuſe nor ſuſpect any body there of being my informer ; 
| | but as ſoon as he is at Leipſig, he ſhall receive des mercuriales 
(reproofs) upon all thoſe points. | 

I own I am in great pain for the Dutch frontier, Bergen-op-zoom, 
Breda, or Bois-le-duc, but chiefly the two firſt, being, I am convin- 
ced, the object of the French, which, if they ſucceed in, the con- 
ſequence is but too plain. Pray tell me, what you take to be the 
whole force of prince Saxe Hildbourghauſen's corps. 


Yours faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— ——. — 


r. 


. —_— 


2 rr rr 


TO THE SAME. 


| | London, July 17, O. S. 1950. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| Shall take it ill of you, and look upon it as contempt, if you 
are not in a damn'd paſſion at me, for not having writ to you 
theſe two poſts ; but 1 have really been ſo intirely taken up with 
* Philip Stanhope, lord Cheſterfield's natural ſon, 1 

| tne 


7 


the 
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the political puzzle, which we have been in, that I have not had a 
minute's time to pay my ſeparate duty to you.. „„ „„ #+ + 

Lord Sandwich embarks for Holland on Sunday night, or Mon- 
day morning at fartheſt, After his arrival, I cannot find in my 
heart to refuſe you your viſit to Ubbergue*, whe e I with I 
could attend you, and where I deſire you would preſent my reſpects 
a tutte quante, But I would have you contrive to ſet out on ſome 


Wedneſday morning, and return to the Hague on the Monday night, 


or the Tueſday morning following, by which means you will miſs - 
but one poſt, and ſo we heartily with you farewell for to-night. 


Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. T have this minute received yours of the 25th, by the laſt: 
paragraph of which I. find you are. a little angry, but not- 


angry enough. 


— 


EB B TT EN N. 
TO. THE SAME. 


London, July 31, O. S. 1747. 

DEAR DATROLLESs, 
Have received yours of the 4th of Auguit, N. S. but I have ſo 
" little to ſay to you by this poſt, that it is only the ſatisfaction, 
which I have in writing to you, makes me write to-night, * * #* 
I have writ to Mr. Harte to inquire at Lauſanne of ſome of 
monſieur de Bochat's friends, in what way to make him a compli- 
ment for the trouble he has been at, and to act accordingly, and 
likewiſe to make ſome preſent to. monſieur de Brenles, when they 
leave Lauſanne, which will now be very Joon, for I have ordered 
tem to be at Leipſig by Michaelmas N. S. As they will therefore 


*. The country ſeat of count Welderen's family in the province of Guelderland.. 
leave 


Long we " - ” =— 4 
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leave Lauſanne in three weeks, I ſhall be obliged to you, if you 
will write to monſienr de Brenles in about a fortnight, to deſire that 
he will ſend you in the utmoſt confidence, but with the greateſt 
freedom, the intire analyſis of the boy's heart, mind, and manners; 
which in all this time he muſt know thoroughly, having ſeen him 


every day, and in his unguarded hours. It will be of infinite uſe 


to me to know all theſe particulars. I have not yet mentioned either 
to the boy or Mr. Harte, any thing of what madame de Bochat writ 
40 you, that they might not ſuſpe& from whence it came, or en- 
deavour to fifh it out. But as ſoon as they are got to Leipſig, they 
ſhall hear of it with a vengeance, but ſo, as that it ſhall be impoſſi- 
ble for them to gueſs from whence 1 had it. 

Jam aſtoniſhed at the not ſending prince Waldeck's corps into 
the lines of Bergen-op-zoom, where they would, with thoſe troops, 
*that were in the lines before, have formed a ſtrength, which might 
-probably have ſaved the town, whereas, divided as they are, I fear 
that neither corps is ſtrong enough ſeparately for any purpoſe. Adieu, 


Yours, 
C. 


— j 


T 
TO THE SAME. 


DEAR DAYROLLES *, | 
London, Aug. 11, O. S. 174). 


FJ Was in doubt, whether I ſhould write to you to-night or not, it 
being doubtful, whether by this time you have a head upon your 
ſhoulders or not. But, upon mature deliberation, I determined to 
write eventually, knowing, that at worſt, my letter would by no 
means be the firit, that had been ſent to a miniſter without a head. 
I confeſs the hopes, which I have, that the French will raiſe the 
ſiege of Bergen-Op- zoom, ariſe from the apprehenſions, which they 
may entertain of you, and the biſhop of Raphoe ; for otherwiſe, 
I ſee no one thing, that ſhould induce them to it. 


* An excurſion of M. Dayrolles to Bergen-op-zoom with the biſhop of Raphoe (Twiſden) was 
the occaſion of this letter. 
1 ſuſpect 


U 


computed at forty millions ſterling. 
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I ſuſpect that the biſhop of Raphoe has an eye to the biſhoprick of 
Munſter, upon the death of the elector of Cologne, and means to 
ſhew that he will do as well as Bernard Van Galen /a). | 

I am perſuaded, that the new tax *, from which ſuch ſums are 
expected, will either not be laid, from the oppoſition, which it 
will meet with, or, if laid, will hardly be collected without the aſſiſt- 
ance of dragoons.. In my opinion, when Bergen-op-zoom ſhall 
be taken, the conſternation will be univerſal in the republic, and 
the tone of the moſt ſanguine will be altered. Williamſtadt or 
Zealand will fall next ; and then what ground our troops will have 
to ftand upon, and where they will find quarters, I am at a loſs to 
gueſs. I ameven in pain for their exiſtence, after the town ſhall 
be taken. | 

I have ſigned your bill of extraordinaries. Pray what becomes 


of Kreuningen ? Is he not frightened out of his wits? Adieu. 


Yours faithfully, 
C. 


(a) The warlike biſhop of Munſter, who twice laid ſiege to his capital, and was fo active in 
the Dutch war of the year 1672. ; 

This tax, under the name of Liberal Gift or Den Gratuit, was raiſed in a very extra- 
ordinary manner. Large caſes or trunks were placed in all the town-houſes in the province 
of Holland, in which, all perſons, whoſe whole capital did not amount to leſs than 2000 
florins, were obliged to depoſite upon oath, either in caſh, E onJ'ag of the ſtate, or plate, to 
the value of at leaſt 2 per cent. of whatever they poſſeſſed, either in caſh, land, jewels, plate, 
pictures, obligations, employments, &c. nothing but houſhold goods and wearing apparel to be 
excepted. They were alſo obliged to ſwear, that in caſe they ſhould afterwards find out, that they 
had not paid in their quotas, according to a true and juſt evaluation of all their effects, they would 
faithfully make it up again, to the beſt of their knowledge. 

The ln produced by this heavy impoſition was kept a profound ſecret, and never came to the 
knowledge of the world with any certainty, However, there is good reaſon to think, that the a- 
mount of the ſame did not fall ſhort of twenty-two millions of florins, viz. two millions ſterling, 
in the ſingle province of Holland, The public debt of that province alone, at that time, was 


* 


impoſſible for the whole army to march to its relief: at leaſt the 


is, to treat ſeriouſly of peace, with force in our hands for war. 
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LETTER XIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Londcn, Aug. 21, O. S. 174). 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 very glad to find the cannon-balls, bombs, ſhells, and mines, 
which you went to viſit at Bergen-op-zoom, received you ſo 
civilly, as to give you all the entertainment they could affard, with- 
out playing you thoſe tricks, which they are apt to do to thoſe, 
with whom they are more familiar. In ſhort, you are well off, and 
I am glad of it. | 

I think, as you do, that the town mu fall, and ſoon, it being 


duke is convinced of it, though I find that the prince of Orange 
is of a contrary opinion. That is not, I doubt, the only point, upon 
which they differ. 

I ſee the 2 per cert. tax is not yet laid, and that the ſtates of Holland 
are ſeparated to deliberate upon it. I own, I much doubt, whe- 
ther it will be laid, and ſtill more whether it will be levied if 


laid. Adieu. 


LEFT RN XV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 25, O. S. 1747: 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


«„ „ „ * * * THE taking of the Ruſſians is, in my mind, 
eventually a right ſtep, provided we make the right uſe of it, that 


For I am convinced that every thing, that does not tend to a 
peace, is abſurd, and will in the end prove fatal. 
I have 
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I have no opinion of your new tax; and though it may be laid, 
] believe it will be ſo lamely collected, that it will not produce any 
thing like what is propoſed, Pray tell me what impartial people 
think of it. | 

Don't be diſtruſtful of yourſelf ; for every body here allows, that 
it is impoſſible to do better than you have done. So good night. 


Yours, - 


C. 


— 
— * 


LETTER XVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Sept. 11, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAT ROLLESõ, 

Don't acknowledge ſeparately the ſeveral letters, which I have 

received from you ſince my laſt, as you are ſenſible that I muſt 
have received them, and have not always time to anſwer them. 

* W * arrived here the day before yeſterday, but what his buſi- 
nels. 18, is Yer 3 ene , VS: 000-6 
He talks more extravagantly than ever poor lord did. Ber- 
gen-Op-zoom is no loſs, the Dutch have more reſources than they 
want; and though they ſhould loſe a province or two this year, they 
will recover that and a great deal more the next. * # 
Adieu, mon cher enfant. (Adieu, my dear child.) 


8 2 | LET. 
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. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. O. . 22, 1745. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

* „ m m % % IAM concerned for the public, which 
I take to be in a very dangerous ſituation; as to myſelf in particular, 
E am extremely eaſy. I will continue in public life, while I can do 
it with honor; and when I cannot, I ſhall enjoy private life with 
pleaſure, and I hope ſome reputation. The republic talks and looks 
big; but neither does, nor I fear can act up to it. And how they 
will repel the dangers of this year, by the force, which * are to 
raiſe the next, I am at a loſs to diſcover. 

1 have ſpoke to Mr. Pelham about your payment, and will take 
care that you ſhall be paid as ſoon as, or ſooner than, any other 
foreign miniſter; and more you muſt not expect, for a very ſtrong 
reafon, which is, that there is not money. 

The parliament will meet the ſecond week in November; till when 
the town will continue as empty as it is now, and I never knew it 
emptier. My only amuſement is my new houſe, which has now 
taken fome form, both within and without. There is but one diſ- 
agreeable circumſtance that attends it, which is the expence. Adieu. 


n 


82 
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20 THE SAME. 


London, Oct. 2, O. S. 1747: 
DEAR DAT ROLLEsõ, 


Ixclosrp is a letter for Mr. de Bochat{a ), which I defire that 
you will direct properly, and forward to him; for the proper 
titles are of great importance all over Germany. My letter is an 


(4) A profeſſor of hiſtory and civil law inthe univerſity of Lauſanne, whoſe lectures young Mr, 


Stanhoye attended. 


anſwer 
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anſwer to a very civil one, which you ſent from him, and at the 
ſame time conveys my thanks for his book (a), which, as far as I have 
read, is, I think, an excellent one. He gives me in the main a good 
character of the boy, and he has very kindly wrote to profeſſor 
Maſcow (%, to inform him previouſly of what the boy does or does 
not know, of his diſpoſitions, character, &c. all which it is right 
that the profeſſor ſhould know before hand, in order to take his 
meaſures the better. % „ # # „% # „„ „ „„ „ 
Though things go now ſmoothly, and to the wiſh of the ſtadt- 
houder in Holland, I ſuſpect that they will not long continue to do 
ſo. The heads, that govern now, are too hot for the old ones that 
are to obey; and I foreſee that the ſtring will be pulled till it breaks. 
Make my compliments to your aunt. Yours moſt faithfully, 


Cz 


LETTER XIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, OR. 16, O. S. 1747; 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


* OU allow me the privilege of a buſy man, which is not to write, 

when he has not time to do it, and that of a lazy man, which 
is not to write, when he has not a mind. to it; but for the two laſt poſts 
claim the privilege of a ſick man, for I have had confounded 
rheumatic pains in my ſhoulder, for which I have been let blood, 
phyſicked, and. confined, but I am now pretty well again. #* 


(a ) Critical reſeerches inta the antient flate of the Helvetic body, with an account of the menuments of 
 entiquity found in Switzerland, Fhat gentleman had publiſhed ten years before, a critical and p;uitical 


mquiry into the origin of the cuſtom of letting national treops- to varigus prwers practiſed by the Swiſs 
Cantgons. 


(5) Profeſior of laws at Leipſic, | | 
1 Has 
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Has Kreuningen paid his two per cent. and ſurvived it; Have 


you ſeen your old friend? Bon ſoir. 
Yours, 


_ IP oO Dr HT Y"Y 


8. 


„ TTL x 
. | TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 1, O. S. 1947, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 Received but laſt Sunday yours of the 1ſt N. S. and there are 

now two more poſts due from Holland. 

Though your correſpondence cannot, in this ſeaſon of inaction, be 
ſo informing as at other times, it is {till the correſpondence of a 
friend; and I value much more what the heart dictates, than what 
occurrences ſupply. So write on, when you have leiſure, and depend 
upon your letters being equally welcome to me, however full of, or 
free from, news. Chetwynd* tells me that you have ſome doubts, 
whether you ſhould regularly write your office-letters or not, as you 9 
have not great variety of materials for them at preſent. That is 
none of your fault, a w = #* # 4+ # # #$ #+ #® # 
But, however, I can tell you that the king reads your letters with 
great attention, and 1s very well pleated with them; therefore con- 
tinue by all means, and inſert every thing, that comes to your know- 
ledge. His majeſty loves to hear the little occurrences of every 
— d — % V es. HS x Nm; Ä bu 0 

Pray endeavour to get me an exact account of all the troops now 
in the ſervice of the republic; diſtinguiſhing thoſe, that were there, 
before the election of the ſtadthouder, and thoſe which have been 
raiſed ſince; and likewiſe an account of the priſoners ſtill in the 
poſſeſſion of the French. This account, I know, you can hardly 


© — fs £A;, fwd ww + co» us tn fad A bod 


| an. 


* Wm. Chetwynd, eſq; under ſecretary of ſtate in the Northern department. 


get 
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get in any other ſhape, but that of bataillons and ſquadrons, but, 
however, I defire you will accompany it with the beſt- grounded con- 
jecture, that you can form of the real number of effective men, to 
which that whole eſtabliſhment amounts. | 

As the world goes, I am not diſpleaſed with monſieur de Bren- 
les's ( account of the boy; and to tell you the truth, it is better than 3 
expected. I agree with you, that Leipſig is not the place to give 
him that on ion, whach I know he wants; but then conſider, that 
he can acquire that % ron, no where but in mixed companies, and 
in the pleaſures of people.of faſhion at courts, which it he were to 
taſte of ſo young as he is now, there would be an end of all ſtudies. 
And he ſtill wants a foundation in ſeveral ſciences, which he will 
lay better at Leipſig than any where elſe. He will there make. 
himſelf maſter of the German language, the hiſtory and conſtitution 
of the empire, ſome Grotius, ſome civil law, and other things, which. 
he muſt either learn now or never. It is true that in all this time 
he will contract a little German dirt; but that is eaſier rubbed off, 
eſpecially at his age, than Engliſh dirt. Turin will effectually do 
that; and Paris ſhall give, at laſt, the true varniſh. 

Harte writes me word, that the boy really works hard, and has 
barely time to eat, drink, and ſleep. In all the vacations, he is to 
go to Dreſden, which will do ſome good to his manners. 

Adieu. 


1 — 


— —ͤ—ͤ *M 
* 


PTT . 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 14, O. S. 1747. 
DEAR DAYROLEES, 


Have received your letter of the 19th, N. S. Your account of the 


inefficieney of the government in Holland is, I am convinced, 
very true, and I have the ſame from various hands. Much talking, 


(a) Ihe gentleman at. whoſe houſ: young Stanhope was a boarder at. Lauſann e. 
and 


and very little doing, ſanguine folly without force, and obſtinacy 


very prettily written. By the firſt opportunity of a courier, 1 thall 


much admire the latter as Kreuningen does, who tells me that he 
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without judgment. Marechal de Lowendahl will, I believe, ſoon 
talk in a much more effectual manner to Zealand or Breda, though 
I ſhould rather think the latter; as it is eaſter, and with regard to 
England of more importance, 
If count Naſſau will break bones, I preſume he will begin with 
Rodriguez's . It is a moſt ſcandalous article. 
I have ſpoke again about your payment, and have had fair pro- 
miſes. | 
I have not yet received Meuinon (a); have you read Angola(h)? It 


ſend Kreuningen a cargo of pamphlets, though we have had no 
good ones of late. Adieu, mom enfant. 


— — 4 — 


LETTER XXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. r, O. S. 1143. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Have received your two laſt letters, and likewiſe Memon. I 
always like the former; but to tell you the truth, I do not ſo 


devoured it. I have ſent him a load of bad books and pamphlets, 
by his particular order ; for none good have appeared here of late. 
Pray make him my compliments, and my excuſes for not having yet 
anſwered his letter, which I will do ſoon, 

By what you tell me, and by what I hear from other hands, there 
is much talking and little doing at the Hague; whereas the French, 
though they love talking as well as other people, ſeem to be doing, 
as I fear we ſhall ſoon find. I am called away. Good night, dear 
Dayrolles. | 

* The writer of the Cologne Gazette, 


(a) One ot Voltaire's philoſophical tales, 
(8) A very licentious novel written in the ſty le of Crebillon. 


. 
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10 THE SAME. 


London, Jan, 12, O. S. 1748. 

PDEAR DAYKROLLES, | | 
HREE mails, which came in together, brought me two letters 
from you; the caſe of good things, of which it is often aid, 
that but two of them come over in three ſhips. The abbe de la 
Ville's letter, for I am ſure it is his, is but ſuperficial; he might 
have made more of the ſubject, but, however, it is prettily writ, * #* 
Whether the tone of that court, be peace or war, it differs only 
in point of time; for a peace there will neceſſarily be. If prudence 
makes it ſoon, it will be ſo much the better; but if ſanguine folly 
delays it, neceſſity will, before it is long, make it, and make a 
damn'd bad one. We have not, nor can have, any force to look the 


French in the face with, till the middle of the campaign; before 


which time, they will have ſtruck their ſtroke, and the republic will 
beg, inſtead of refuſing, a peace. 

I have deſired Kreuningen to ſend me any good new French 
books that come out, and to give them to you, who will pay him 
for them, and tranſmit them to me. And I inſiſt upon your ſend- 
ing me the account, that I may pay you. Our bookſellers here im- 
port no books worth two-pence, # „ „ „ „ „ „ . 


wn. 


LETTER XXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 26, O. 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


HIS letter goes to you, in that confidence, which I ral ſhall, 
and know that I ſafely may, place in you, And you will 


therefore not let one word of it tranſpire. 


Vol. II. Tt | What 
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What“ #*# wrote to * ** believe will, nay I am ſure muſt, prove 
true. 9 „% „% n , W m ]] M #$ * #4 M # &@ 
I tell you. very truly, I long for reſt and quiet, equally neceſſary to 

my preſent ſtate, both of body and mind. Could 1 do any good, 
would ſacrifice ſome more quiet to it; but, convinced as I am that 
F carr do none, F wal indulge my eaſe, and. preſerve my character. 
F have gone through pleaſures, while my conſtitution and my ſpirits 
would. allow me. Buſineſs ſucceeded them; and I have now gone 
through every part of it, without liking it at all the better for being 
acquainted with it. Like many other things, it is moſt admired by 
thoſe, who know it the leaſt. And this one conſideration would 
alone diſguſt one of it, even if one had the ſole power; which is, that 
in. this. country one muſt, for political reaſons, frequently prefer the 
moſt. unworthy to the moſt worthy, and proſtitute to importunity 
and undeſerving greedineſs the rewards of merit. Thus weary of 
buſineſs, you. will eafily imagine, that in retiring: from my preſent 
buſineſs, I ſhall not engage in any other; but far from embarking 
upon any account in cabals and'oppoſition, whenever do take any 
part in the houſe of lords, it ſhall be in ſupport of the: government. 
Do not think neither that I mean a fullen retirement from the 
world ; on: the contrary, my retreat from buſineſs will give me both 
more time and better ſpirits for the enjoyment of ſocial life, from 
which I will never withdraw myfelf. What day 1 ſhall reſign 
the ſeals, is not yet fixed: therefore I deſire that you will not, upon 
any aceount, mention one word of this letter, or give the leaſt inti- 

mation to any one living, that you know any thing of this reſolution. 

As I know the warmth of your friendſhip for me, and at the ſame 

time the-warmth of your temper, I moſt earnaſtly recommend to you, 

nay I miſt upon your being diſcreet, when this event ſhalt become 

public. There are thoſe at the Hague, who-will be glad to lay hold 

cf any little {lip of yours, in order to do you an injury: difappoint 

them by your diſcretion, and ſay nothing more upon it; than that 

you knew that my health. required exerciſe, and my temper quied; 
and that, you know too, that whenever 1 can, as a private man, be 

ef any uſe to the king or ta the public, I ſhall act the ſame out of 
Place, as 1 ſhould have done in. This conduct 1 ſhall look . 
| a Proc 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK I. LET. XXIV. XXV. 225 


a proof of your friendſhip, and not of your coolneſs for me. As 1 
ſhall always have a ſatisfaction in hearing from you; write to me 
from time to time as uſual, # „ # 4+ „ „ # + # 

Adieu for this time, my dear Dayrolles; and be convinced that, 
knowing, as I do, your merit, your good heart, your truth, and your 
affection, I ſhall, though hereafter a very uſeleſs one, be ever you 


Very faithful friend, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


— — 
—ͤ— 1 


rr XXY. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 9 O. S. 1741. 
DEAR DAT ROLLEsS, 


J E /ort eft jette (the die is caſt) : vou receive this letter from a 
ſincere friend, but not from a ſecretary of ſtate, and I know you 

to be ſo true a friend too, that I am ſure you value it more in the 
former character than in the latter. Laſt Saturday, I reſigned the 
ſeals into the king's hands, who parted with me in the moſt gracious 
manner poſſible. My health, my ſpirits, and my character all con- 
curred in this meaſure, and made it abſolutely neceſſary for me. I 
retire without any perſonal quarrel with any man whatſoever ; and if 
I diſapproved of meaſures, it was by no means upon account of 
their authors. Far from engaging in oppoſition, as reſigning mi- 
niſters too commonly do, I ſhall to the utmoſt of my power ſapport 
the king and his government, which I can do with more advantage 
to them, and more honor to myſelf, when I do not receive five 
thouſand pounds a year for doing it. 1 ſhall now for the firſt time 
in my life enjoy that philoſophical quiet, which, upon my word, I 
Have long wiſhed for. While I was able, that is, while I was young, 


I lived in a conſtant diſſ:pation and tumult of pleaſures; the hurry 
- 2 4 and 


324 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS - 

and plague of buſineſs either in or out of court ſucceeded, and 
continued till now. And it is now time to think of the only real 
comforts in the latter end of life, quiet, liberty, and health. Do 
not think, by the way, that by quiet and retirement, I mean ſoli- 
tude and miſanthropy; far from it, my philoſophy, as you know, 
is of a chearful and ſocial nature. My horſe, my books, and my 
friends, will divide my time pretty equally ; I ſhall not keep leſs 
company, but only better, for I ſhall chuſe it. Therefore do not 
fear finding me, whenever you take a little turn here, moroſe and 
cynical : on the contrary, you will find me as gentle as a dove, but 


| alas! not ſo amorous. At leaſt, whatever elſe you find me, you 
will always find me with the trueſt affection, 


Your, &c. 


CHESTERFIELD, 


1 Pray make my compliments to my baron, and thank him 
both for his books and his letters: I will do it myſelf very 
ſoon. 


LETTER AXXVI 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Feb. 23, O. S. 1748. 


FE voici mon cher enfant (here I am, my dear boy), enjoy- 
ing liberty and idleneſs, but attended with a great cold, 


which I got upon the road, in the coldeſt weather, and the deepeſt 
ſnow that I ever remember. This has hindered me from drinking 
the waters hitherto ; but that is no great matter, as I came here 
more for the ſake of quiet, and abſence from London, while 1 was 
the only ſubject of converſation there, than for any great occaſion 
that I had for the waters. 


With- 
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Without affectation, I feel moſt ſenſibly the comforts of my 
preſent free and quiet ſituation ; and if I had much vanity in my 
compoſition, of which I really think that I have leſs than moſt 
people, even that vanity would be fully gratified, by the voice of 
the public upon this occaſion. But, upon my word, all the buſy 
tumultuous paſſions have ſubſided in me, and that not ſo much 
from philoſophy, as from a little reflection upon a great deal of 
experience. I have been behind the ſcenes, both of pleaſure and 
buſineſs. I have ſeen all the coarſe pullies and dirty ropes, which 
_ exhibit and move all the gaudy machines; and I have ſeen and ſmelt ' 
the tallow candles, which illuminate the whole decoration, to the 
aſtoniſhment and admiration of the ignorant audience. 

Since my reſignation, my brother, as you will have ſeen in the 
news-papers, is appointed commiſſioner of the admiralty, which 
he never would have been as long as I had continued in, the reſo- 
lution being taken to exclude all thoſe, who might otherwiſe 
have been ſuppoſed to have come in upon my intereſt, As I retire 
without quarrelling, and without the leaſt intention to oppoſe, I 
ſaw no reaſon why my brother ſhould decline this poſt, and J advi- 
fed him to accept of it, and the rather as it was the king's own doing. 

George Stanhope * too, I am told, is now to have the rank of 
colonel given him which I could never procure him, ſo that it ſeems, 
I have a much better intereſt out of place than I had in. | 

All goes well at Leipſig; the boy applies and improves more than 
expected. Count and counteſs Flemming, who ſaw him there, 
and who carried him to the dutcheſs of Courlande's, gave me a very 
good account of him, and aſſured me that he was by no means 
the aukward Engliſh oaf, but pagablement decrotte (tolerably 
_ Poliſhed). He ſhall ſtay there a year longer, and then go to Turin. 
If you ſhould accidentally hear, or can procure, any memoirs of his 
private character, pray let me know them. | 

Remember the cautions, which I gave you in one of my former 
letters. When lord Sandwich goes to the congreſs, you will have 
a great deal to do, and play a confiderable part, at the Hague ; which 
I know you are able to acquit yourſelf of very well. This I think 
will put you, en train détre monſieur Penvoye, upon lord Sandwich's 


5 * Brother to earl Stanhope, 
3 | return 
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return to his poſt here, which will be before it is very long, for 
however little peace is at preſent intended, neceſſity will ſoon 
make it by the means of the marichaux de Saxe er Lowendabl; and 
then, being upon the place, I think you may reaſonably aſk, and 
probably obtain, the character and appointments of envoy. * * # 
May you have all you wiſh! | 
Adien, yours, 


C. 


LETTER XXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, March 22, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Am now returned from the Bath in a ſtate of health, which 
I have not known of ſome years, and which 1s owing to quiet 

of mind and exerciſe of body. I am now maſter of my own time, 
and of my own motions. I do whatever I pleaſe, whenever I pleaſe, 
and am mightily pleaſed with it. # # „ „ „ „ # © # % # #* * 
I lay no great ſtreſs upon * * * remaining at the Hague, which 

I do not think is with any other deſign, but only to be the channel 
Of a certain correſpondence, 4 propos of that correſpondence, * * - 
has confeſſed the impotence of the republic; has owned that they 
are diſappointed in their levies, and has deſired to borrow twelve 
hundred thouſand pounds, or at leaſt a million fterling, with- 
out which he ſays that the republic muſt be inevitably ruined. 
When the King heard the purpart of his commiſſion, he ſaid, 
Che/terfield told ane fix months ago that it would be ſo, As to his loan 

of a million at leaſt, he has been told, that, if he can get it & la bonne 
heure (ſo much the better), but that it is not very likely that he 

ſhould, when our own loan is at five per cent. diſcount, and when 

it is very doubtful whether the further payments will be made at 
all. At laſt he came down to beg for God's ſake, that we would 


at leaſt take the whole expence of the Ruſſians upon ourſelves, for 
| that 
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that the republic cannot poſſibly pay the ſhare that they had ſti- 
pulated. What anſwer he has received to that requeſt I do not 
yet know. Money was never ſo ſcarce in the city, nor the ſtocks 
ſo low even during the rebellion as now; which you, as a money d 
man, certainly know. Twelve per cent. is offered for money, and 
even that will not do. And if there is not a certainty of peace in 
three ar four months at furtheft, an entire ſtagnation of all credit, 
if not a bankruptcy, is univerſally expected. 

Could you buy me two hogſheads of ſuperlative good claret at 
Palairet's, or any where elfe, and ſend it me over by ſome Englifh. 
ſhip, as you know the act of navigation requires? I would have. it 
of the firſt growth, and a ſtrong body. I truſt to your diftinguiſh-- 
ing palate for the quality of it. I am in no ſort of haſte for it, ſo 
that you may take your own time to taſte, conſult, and at laſt fix. 
Only do not ſend me any, unleſs you can be ſure of ſending me 
what 1s extremely good. 

Make my compliments to our friend when you ſee. hirn. I am 
heartily glad of Wolters's new employment (a/. 


Yours. affectionately, 
| 2 


— — 
* 


LET T E R XXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April, 8, O. 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES,. 
IN CE my laſt to you, I have received your two letters with 
their inclofures, which were a letter and a duplicate from ma- 
dame de St. Gille at Madrid, She wants to have a certain Spaniſh 
priſoner exchanged; and, thinking me ſtill in office, applios ta me for 


(a) Agent to his Britannic majeſty at Rotterdam, a gentleman af uncommon merit, and gene- 
rally beloved both dy-bis own ceuntrymen and the Dutch. He died a few years ago, 


+ 


ty 


| 
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it. I have however got it done, as I inform her in the incloſed, 
which I deſire that you will forward to her ſome way or other, 
The ſafeſt way, I believe, will be to give it to the marquis del Puerto 
ſecretary. It may give you an opportunity, if you have a-mind, to 
ſend her ſomething tender from yourſelf, for I remember you was 
one of her lovers. 

When the treaſury meets after eaſter, Mr. Pelham has promiſed 
me that you ſhall be paid every ſhilling that is due to you, ſo that 
then you will be out of debt. I hope you take care to live within 
your appointments, and to lay up all your own, that in caſe of any 
revers you may not be a loſer by your commiſſion, #*# #*# #* # 

The deliberations about the chriſtening a/, and the magnificence 
and profuſion of it, were ſurely: dep/aces (improper) at this time; at 
leaſt it is thought ſo here, unleſs it proceeded from a refolution 
of dying merrily. Your end ſeems to me to be near. Maeſtricht, 
I am perſuaded, will be taken in a fortnight de tranchee ouverte ; 
and after that there 1s not any one place that can hold out a week, 
Marechal Lowendahl's leaving his former deſtination of Breda and 
Zealand, in order to join the grand army, convinces me, that ſome- 
thing more is intended there than the taking of Maeſtricht ; and I 
dread the next letters from Holland, brin ging us an account of the 
duke's army being cut off in the whole, or in part. All my pre- 
dictions are now verifying too faſt, *#* -* #+ #* #* * #+ # 
Our army, which was, according to their calculation, to conſiſt of 

192,000 men, is actually weaker than it was laſt year; and that 
peace, which the republic will in a few weeks be obliged to ſign 
upon the drum head, will be ſuch a one, as will prove how much 
thoſe were in the right, who were for treating laſt year, upon the 
foot of marèchal de Saxe's propoſals to Ligonier. 

Here is a pamphlet come out entitled my Apology (b), which I will 
ſend to my baron, with a bundle of other pamphlets by the firſt 
opportunity, and he will ſhew it you. It makes a very great noiſe 
here, as you will eaſily conceive that it muſt, when you read it. 


(a) Of the ſtadtholder's ſon, now his ſueceſſor. 
0% An apology for a 45 reſignation, in a letter e an Engliſh gentleman to his friend at the Hague. 
London, 1748. 8vo. | 


Many 
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Many people really believe, and many deſire, that it ſhould be be- 
lieved, to have been written by nay direction at leaſt . but, upon my. 


word and honor, ſo far am I from having any hand directly or 


indirectly in it, that I do not ſo much as gueſs at the author, 
though I have done all I could to fiſh him out. „% „ #* 


Pray do not buy me any claret, till you hear further from me, 


for I am lately informed, that there is great difficulty in importing 


it here, even in an Engliſh bottom. But in the mean time you 


may be taſting eventually if you pleaſe, # *# * * „* #* 
It is time to finiſh this letter. Good night then, my dear 


Dayrolles, „ 
| Yours faithfully, 


LETTER XXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 19, O. 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Have received yours of the 19th N. 8. The ſituation of the 
republic is now exactly what fix months ago I foreſaw, and 


foretold it would be; there was indeed no conjuration in that pre- 


diction, nothing having happened ſince, that was not the neceſſary 
effect of cauſes well known then.. „ „ „„ #  « 
If you ſhould by accident know or hear of a Vander Pol, pray let 


the perſon know, that I am very much obliged to him for his 


correſpondence, which is very inſtructive, and that I beg. he will 
continue it. I do not know who he is, and if you ſhould, do not 
ſend me his name in a letter by the poſt; for I know that moſt 
letters from, and to, me are opened. 

I am not yet able to gueſs who wrote my apology, which T am 
the more ſurprized at, as it muſt be ſomebody pretty well informed, 
all the facts being very near true. An anſwer to it is advertiſed, but 


VOI. II. Uu not 
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not yet publiſhed. I am impatient to ſee it, that I may know, as 1 
eaſily ſhall when I read it, whether it is written by order or not; 
if it is not, I ſhall not meddle with it, but if it is, it ſhall have a 
reply. "IN 

Pray tell my baron, that I have received his letter, and will an- 
ſwer it before it is long. He will be able to ſend me all the little 
French books that come out, when marechal de Saxe, with his 
army, ſhall be at the Hague; for then all the French officers will be 
at the baron's levee, and glad to ſhew him thoſe little crvilities. 

The duke of Devonſhire will, I believe, reſign ſoon, and be ſuc- 
ceeded by the duke of Marlborough. Adieu, dear Dayrolles : 


Yours ſincerely, 
C. 


LET 15-5 AKA. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 3, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Y prophecy, as you obſerve, was fulfilled /onica, which 1 
heartily congratulate both you and myſelf upon, for, had 
not that part of my predictions come to paſs in the moment that it 
did, the other part would, which: was inevitable ruin. Had not 
the French politely ſigned the preliminaries when they did, but 
reſolved to profit of the advantages, which they had in their hands, 
we were undone. Moſt people here are aſtoniſhed at the modera- 
tion of the French court, and cannot account for it from: any 
known rules of policy. Deep and profound hiſtorians, who muſt 
aſſign ſome great and political cauſe for every event, will likewiſe, 
I believe, be at a lofs to aſſign ſuch a one for this. But I, who 
am apt to take things in a more ſimple light, and to ſeek for their 
cauſes more in the weaknefles than in the wiſdom of mankind, 
account for it in this manner. The king of France is a quiet, 
unambitious 
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unambitious prince, was weary of the war, and particularly of a 
camp life, which, as he had once adopted, he could not well lay 
aſide; while the war laſted. The French courtiers are not fo 
unſkilful, as not to adviſe what they know their prince wiſhes, no 
matter whether it be conſiſtent with, or contrary to, the public in- 
TTT 
I do not wonder in the leaſt at the general joy, which you tell me is 
expreſſed at the Hague upon this occaſion, from the princeſs and the 
baron, to the fiſherman at Scheveling, * #*# „ „„ „ # # +*% 
When you happen to ſee Pami of Amſterdam, tell him, pray, that I 
am obliged to him and his azz, and that I hope they will continue to 
let me hear from them. In the hand and the other circumſtances 
in which they write, the devil cannot diſcover them here; all the 
care that is neceſſary is only to put their own letters privately into 
the poſt. ? 

I believe the king will ſet out from hence next Saturday ſeven- 
night; I ſuppoſe that you will -be at Helvoet to meet him, where 
I defire that you will be particularly attentive to do lady Yarmouth 
any ſervices that you can; ſhe deſerves them from us both, being 
much my friend, and yours. | 

Adieu mon enfant; portes-vous bien. 


LET FEB: I. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 13, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Yo U anſwered the prince of Orange's queſtion, concerning me, 

perfectly well ; far from blaming the peace, I am heartily glad 
that it is made. I was for making it ſooner, and conſequently better. 
I foreſaw and foretold our weakneſs this campaign, and would have 
prevented, by a timely negotiation laſt October, thoſe evident dan- 
gers, to which it muſt neceſſarily expoſe us, and which we have 
eſcaped, more by our good fortune than our wiſdom. I may add 
Uu 2 that 


tation part, which part he will certainly do well. 
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that my reſignation made this peace, as it opened people's eyes with 
relation to the imminent dangers of the war.. „ + 
The republic is ſaved by it from utter ruin, and CE from 
bankruptcy. 
The king ſets out this night or to-morrow morning for Holland, 
attended only by Mr. Stone. It is given out that the duke of New- 
caſtle is to follow in three weeks : but that 1s only given out, but 
not intended; for I have reaſon to be pretty ſure that he will not go 
at all. The king would not let either of the ſecretaries go to Ha- 
nover : but as the duke of Bedford has ſtrongly ſolicited to go, in 
caſe the duke of Newcaſtle did not, it is to be ſaid that the latter is 
to go, in order to put off the former without offence. 
Sir Mathew Decker goes in the yacht with Stone, and will be 
ſome time at the Hague, where I defire that you will do him all the 
ſervice, and ſhew him all the civilities, that you can.. „ 
Lord Sandwich has aſked leave to come over here for a little time 
upon account of his own private affairs. 
I have heard of no new miniſter named for the Hague, but I 
am told that there is to be one. I ſhould gueſs lord Fane, who ſoli- 
cits much to go to Spain, but has been refuſed. The duke of Rich- 
mond, I believe, will go to Paris as ambaſlador for the repreſen- 


Yours moſt truly, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER XXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 10, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I was glad to find by your laſt, that the king and you are ſo well 
together, though, if you are to be demoliſhed, that intimacy will 


not ſerve you. An ambaſſador will * be ſent to the Hague; 
but 
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but who it will be, I have not yet diſcovered, nor do I believe that it 
is ſettled. Should it be one perſon, whom I am apt to ſuſpect, I 
will anſwer for your being very well with him, and for his doing 
you all the ſervice he can. The duke of Newcaſtle will be with 
you about the ſame time as this letter will ; he relies upon your do- 
ing every thing for him at the Hague: you may eaſily gueſs what a 
hurry he will be in, in this beginning of his travels ; therefore be 
olliczous- about him, 6. 9-9 9-9 9 SS. 

I have had a letter from ſir Mathew Decker, full of your praiſes, 
and of acknowledgements for your civilities to him. 

I am now extremely buſy in moving to my new houſe, where 1 
muſt be before Michaelmas next, ſo that, between my old houſe and 
my new one, I have really no houſe at all. As my new houſe 
is ſituated among a parcel of thieves and murtherers, I ſhall have 
occaſion for a houſe dog, and as madame's ſon and heir, (a) puts you 
to the expence of board wages, it may be a conveniency to us both, 
if you transfer him to me ; if you approve of this propoſal, write 
to your gardener (Horace and Boileau both wrote to theirs) to ſend 
him to me; and I will take care that by your return, you ſhall 
have a hopeful ſon and heir of his to ſucceed him. 

Pray, give or ſend the encloſed to fir Mathew Decker, to 
whom I do not know where to direct. Tell my baron, that I have 
received his Droit public de Europe (o), that is, the firſt volume of it. 
As far as I have gone yet, I like it mightily. I hope he will ſent 
me all the other volumes. I will write to him ſoon. Good night. 


Yours moſt truly. 


(a) A dog, which was called, baron Trenck, from a famous captain of freebooters, em- 
ployed in the ſervice of the queen of Hungary, and no leſs diſtinguiſhed by his bravery than by 
his violences exerciſed upon friends and foes, for which he was called to an account, and con- 
demne]1 to a perpetual confinement. | 

(b) 
Mably 


A very good book, on the political intereſts and claims of the European powers; by abbe 
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farms, which will be attended with many inconveniencies to the go- 


gentleman : your gardener, a man of gravity and dignity, affures 
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LETTER XXXIIL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 24, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 Am very glad of what you tell me has paſſed between you and 
his grace, which, together with the trouble and expence that he 
has put you to, ties him down at leaſt not to ſuffer you to be 
hurt. + * Us 25 „„ Ae I * a 

Pray, how was lady Yarmouth to you ? I ſuppoſe particularly 
civil: ſhe has promiſed me to do you all the ſervice that ſhe can; 
but that indeed is not much: I with her power were equal to her 
good will. a 

Lord Delawar and lord Anſon talk of nothing here, but of the 
delicacy of your table, your manner of doing the honors of it, &c. 
You are in the right to exert upon this occaſion ; but take care how- 
ever not to run in debt; for times of bad payment may come, and 
in that caſe a ſmall debt would ſoon run up to a great one. You 
will laugh at my preaching ceconomy to you. 

The mob in Holland, I ſee, has got the better, and aboliſhed the 


vernment, though the farms were attended with ſome, relatively to 
the people. I ſuppole that the ſcheme of the penſionary Slingelandt 
will be now taken up, and it is undoubtedly the beſt. But be it 
ever ſo good, any point, however right in itſelf, when extorted by the 
violence of the mob, is a dangerous precedent, and encourages thoſe 
gentlemen to further demands, which at laſt can only be refuſed by 
regular force. And I prophecy that you will ſee, before you leave 
the Hague, the now-quieted mob in motion again upon ſome other 
occaſion. 

Baron Trenck arrived this morning, and ſeems to be a very civil 


me that his taſte for mutton has left him, and that there are few 
Surrey 
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Surrey gentlemen ſo well behaved as he is, which I can very 
eaſily believe. 

1 cannot tell you by the poſt, wha the perſon was, whom T 
hinted at, as a candidate for the embaſſy to the Hague. Lord 
Holderneſſe is the perſon ſtrongly tolicited. for, from your ſide of. 
the water. Should it be he, I think he would chuſe to live well 
with you; but ſhould it be the other, I would be bound for him, 
that he would be your friend, in. confideration of your being mine.. 


Yours faithfully, 
G.. 


, 


LETTER XXXIV. 
TO. THE SAME. 


London, July 2, 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
1232 Pulteney will give you this letter: he is going to Leipſig 
for ſome time, and will not ſtay long at the Hague; but during 
his ſtay there, you will oblige me in obliging him. Pray preſent 
him to the prince and princeſs of Orange, and air him at the aſ- 
ſemblies. 
My boy goes next ſpring to Turin to be decrozte, which I am told: 
he wants a good deal. Sir Charles Williams writes me word, that 
he is very handſome, but very aukward, has a great deal of know-- 
ledge, but no manners. Il faut remedier d cela a Turin, et d Paris, 
apres quoi vous y mettres la derniere main {a).. | 
I go to Cheltenham to-morrow for a fortnight or three weeks, 
not for any preſent want of health, but by way of preſervative 
againſt the autumn, when I am apt to have fevers.. Good Wade 
Mademoiſelle * * does not love you better than I do. 
| Yours, 75 
C. 


(a) This muſt be mended at Turin and Paris, and you'll put the finiſhing hand to it. 
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LETTER XXXV. 
TO THE SAME. 


Cheltenham, July 18, O. S. 1748, | 
DEAR DAYROLLES, a 1 
„ „ * * #* * * 1 DO not ſee that things tend to quiet 
in the republic; the people, having now carried one point *, will 
want twenty more, of which the ſtadthouder muſt refuſe at leaſt 
nineteen. This uſe, however neceſſary, of his power, will exaſperate 
thoſe who gave it him; and the confuſion which muſt ariſe from 
this is obvious. I thank God, I am out of the galley; but however 
I wiſh it fair weather, and a good voyage. I leave this place in 
two days for London. I have been here three weeks, and find 
myſelf much the better for the waters. In about a fortnight, I 
ſhall go for a week to lord Pembroke's, at Wilton, which will be 
my laſt excurſion for this year, and then I ſhall ſettle in my new 
houſe, under the protection of baron Trenck. I hope, that by next 
ſummer, when peace ſhall have taken a certain conſiſtency, you may 
get leave to make us both a viſit. You will not, I beheve, be ſorry, 
and upon my ſoul I ſhall be glad. Good night. 
| | Yours, 
. 


1 — 


. 
» —— e 
- y 


LETTER XXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Aug. 16, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Received your laſt, while I was at Wilton, which place Pem has 
improved ſo much that I hardly knew it again. It is now in 
my mind the fineſt ſeat in England. I am returned to a very empty 


The abolition of all the taxes farmed and gathered by the exciſe- officers called Pachters. 
2 town, 
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town, which I can bear with very well; for if I have not all the 
company that I could like, I am at leaſt ſecure from any company 
that I do not like, which is not the caſe of any one place in England 
but London. Beſides, I have time both to read and to think ; the 
firſt I like; the latter, I ama not, as too many are, afraid of. The 
reſt of the day is employed in riding, and fitting up my houſe, 
which, I aſſure you, takes a good deal of time, now that we are come 
to the minute parts of finiſhing and furniſhing. 

I am very glad that the prince of Orange has carried the affair of 
the poteries*, at Amſterdam : it is a great point gained for the public, 
as that revenue muſt be very great, and much greater than it was 
ever owned to be, while in private hands. If he will only puſh 
ſuch points as are of an evident national utility, he will carry them 
all, notwithſtanding the private or public oppoſition of particular in- 
tereſts. Queen Elizabeth was, in this free country, as abſolute as the 
ſultan is in Turkey; but then the nation was convinced, that ſhe 
only deſired and exerted that power, for the public good. 

I cannot think that the definitive treaty will be concluded ſo ſoon 
as we were told it would ; and I cannot help entertaining certain 
ſuſpicions, from the queen of Hungary's conduct, which I will not 
communicate to you by way of letter. „„ „„ „ #% 

Pray tell my baron, that I have received his pacquet of books, by 
ſignior Martinelli, and that I am ſorry that I put him both to the ex- 
pence and trouble of ſending me the hiſtory of the wars between France 
and the houſe of Auſtria, which is an execrable one, notwithſtand- 
ing my friend Rouſſet's panegyric of it in his Pretace. 


Yours ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* Till this time, the management and direction of the poſt office were in the hands of 
private perſons, who had the ſole benefit of the profits ariſing from them. 


VoL. II. | 
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LET. TER: MMA. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Sept. 2, O. 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 Received very ſafe, by ſir Mathew Decker, your long letter of the 

23 Aug. O. S. in which you give me what I had long deſired, 
Phifloire amoureuſe de la Haye. As I am perſonally acquainted with 
moſt of the characters, I am convinced that all the facts are true, 
and I particularly foreſee the ruin of one family, from the ill con- 
duct of the lady, which will not be endured, when the honey 
moon is over. I am now an unconcerned ſpectator of the tranſ- 
actions of the gallant, as well as of the buſy, part of the world, 
the firſt from neceſſity, the latter from choice; ſo that I only inform 
myſelf of them for my amuſement, without being any otherwiſe 
affected by them than as a citizen of the world. As ſuch, I am 
glad that the horrors and devaſtations of war are now ſuſpended ; 
but as ſuch too, I am ſorry to foreſee the moment of their revival 
ſo near, as I think I do. I mean the death of the king of Sweden, 
If you will have my prophetic politics, here they are. I think that 
the queen of Hungary has made all theſe difficulties of coming into 
the definitive treaty, not in the expectation of ſucceeding in any 
one of them, but only with the intention of delaying the return of the 
Ruſſians, and of forming a plan with Ruſſia, and poſſibly /ome 
princes of the empire, for the recovery of Sileſia. Upon this ſup- 
poſition, I expect that ſhe will very ſoon come into the definitive 
treaty, in order to be able to employ all her force e//ezwhere. The 
death of the king of Sweden is, in my opinion, to be the ſignal of this 
northern war. The czarina will not ſuffer the prince ſucceſſor to 
ſucceed ; this prince ſucceſſor is brother in law to the king of Pruſſia, 
who has lately, in conjunction with France, guarantied that ſucceſſion 
to him. Reinforcements of Ruſſians are marched into Finland ; 


our Ruſſians loiter in Germany: to me the concluſion is plain. 
| I am 
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I am glad that my old friend Vanderduyn * has got a penſion, 
but I am aſtoniſhed at the ſize of it. A thouſand pounds a year 
ſounds like an Engliſh penſion ; J ailleurs, he has a regiment of 
guards and a government. This is certain, that the money will 
not ſtagnate in my. general's ſtrong box, but circulate very quickly 
through the Hague. A propos of the quick circulation of ſpecies, 
it is fixed that lord Holderneſſe is to be our ambaſſador to the re- 
public. Adieu for this time, you ſhall hear from me more fully 
before 1t 1s long. | 


Yours faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 


LETT ER in. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Sept. 23z O, 8. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


thank you for your promiſe of a ſecond tome of your hi/torre 

amoureuſe, when an occaſion ſhall preſent itſelf; for upon my 
word, Petronius nor Buſſy (a) could not write a better than your 
firſt, The winter, which will aſſemble every body at the Hague, 
will probably furniſh you materials. | 

Your towns and provinces ſeem to be running a race to the goal 
of ſlavery, and they put me in mind of the nobles and commons in 
Denmark, who in the laſt century ſtrove which ſhould firſt get rid 
of their liberties. Your Stadthouder muſt have great ſelf-denial, or 


* Lieutenant general Vander Duyn, brother to Mr. de Sgravemoer, one of the college of 
nobles in the province of Holland, "AY 

(a) That witty, vain, and moſt indiſereet count wrote a ſatyrical account of the gallantries of 
the French court, in the time of Lewis XIV ; in which having taken unbecoming liberties with 
regard to his maſter, he was baniſhed at a diſtance from Paris, and remained there ſeveral years, 
notwithſtanding his cringing and ſervile efforts, to recover the fayour of the ſovereign. 


X X 2 great 
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great timidity, if he is not very ſoon as abſolute over the ſeven pro- 
vinces, as Lewis XV. is m France. For my own part, not being 
a Dutchman, and having no thoughts of living in Holland, I have 
no objection to this new-erected deſpotiſm, which, for aught I know, 
may make the ſeven provinces a better barner for us againſt France 
than they were before, as an abſolute government is more military, 
and generally in a better ſtate of defence, than a free one. Up- 
on this principle, were I to cut and carve out Europe to my 
mind,. I would add the other ten provinces to the preſent ſeven, and 
ſo revive the dutchy of Burgundy ; which, I am ſure, would make a 
better barrier againſt France, than ever thoſe ten provinces, in the 
hands of the houſe of Auſtria, will prove. A propos of Auſtria, 
the conjectures which I have formed theſe four months, and which 
I lately hinted to you, begin, I think, to be verified. The Ruſſians 
ſtay in Germany, which is the firſt point; they will certainly ſome 
how or other be juggled out of our pay and ſervice, which 1s the 
ſecond point; and then the third is pretty plain. Ce net pas mon 
affaire. (That is none of my buſineſs.) Let the northern bears wor- 
ry each other as much as they pleaſe, the gazettes will be but the 
more entertaining, and amuſe me the more dans mon petit boudotr ; 
which (by the way) will be the prettieft thing you ever ſaw. 
Nothing in the world ſo gay. 71 /era impoſſible diy bouder; Pailleurs, 
comme vous ſaves, je ny fuis pas naturellement trop porte. (It will 
be impoſſible to pout in it; and beſides, you know I am not much 
inclined to it). 

I have ſpoke to Mr. Petham. about your pay, which I beheve 
will be ordered very ſoon. 

The town is now ſo empty that I have no tittle-tattle to ſend you. 
The houſe of * comes here from Ireland next month, and 
then I preſume that your friend, who by this time has got the full 
aſcendant over her huſband, will open her campaign with c/at ; 
though theſe are very bad times for the female quality and gentry, 
it being the great faſhion for our young fellows, not only to deal 
with, but to marry, common whores. So that the unmarried ladies 
can get no huſbands, and the married ones none but their huſbands. 


Things 
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Things go to the full as well as I could wiſh, and much better 
than I expected at Leipſig: we * are abſolute maſters of Latin, 
Greek, French, and German, the laſt of which we write currently. 
We have /e droit public de Pempire, (the public law of the empire, ) 
hiſtory and geography, ready, fo that in truth now we only want rub- 
bing and cleaning. We begin for that purpoſe with Berlin at chriſt- 
mas next, Vienna at lady-day, and the academy at Turin at mid-- 
ſummer for a whole year. Then to Paris. If at any of theſe places 
it ſhould fall in your way, by letter or verbal recommendation, to 
help us, I am very ſure that you will, for I never doubt of any 
marks of your friendſhip, to the moſt faithful of your friends, 


CHESTERFIELD» 


K 5 , * 


LETTER MK. 


Bath, Oct. 11, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Received your letter of the r1th N. S. juſt as I was ſetting out 
for this place. I had: been much out of order for above a 
month; languors and vertigos ſucceeded each other, the latter at- 
tended with ſickneſs at my ſtomach. I underwent the diſcipline of. 
the faculty to little purpoſe, who at laſt, pronouncing that the feat 
and ſource of my diforder was my ſtomach, ſent me here. I have 
already received advantage from theſe waters, though I have drank 
them but four days, which convinces me that they will ſet me 
quite right, | = 

I am perſuaded that your firſt ſetting out at the Hague muſt 
have put you behind-hand, but I hope that you will take care to 
retrieve ; for the credit of living a little better will not do you ſo 
much good, as contracting a conſiderable debt will do you harm. 
If you can get leave to come here for three or four months, when 
lord Holdernefle ſhall be ſettled at the Hague, which I ſhould think 
would be no difficult matter, that ſuſpenſion of your expence would,. 
I ſuppoſe, go near to ſet you right. But in the mean time, ſhould. 


* This alludes to Mr, Philip Stanhope, who was then at Leipfig. 


4 you: | 


—U— —— — 
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von want money, draw upon me /ans fagon, for I will not have 
vou run in debt to any body elle, and you and I can, I believe, truſt 
each other. | 

By all I can hear now, and by all that I knew before, the repub- 
lic is ſo far from being ſettled, that I do not conſider it as a govern- 
ment or a nation, More money 1s wanted than is to be found, and 
even the methods of collecting what 1s there to be found will not 
be ecaſily fixed. The people will not have yachters. Collectors, 
without the powers of the pachterg, will collect nothing, and 
with thoſe powers they become pachters themſelves, in the moſt 
odious and opprethive ſenſe of that word. The prince of Orange has 
got more power than by the conſtitution he ought to have ; and 
if he does not get all the refit, he will loſe what he has got. 
Il ny a point de milieu; (there is no medium;) power muſt either be 
conſtitutional or unlimited. Loſing gameſters will not leave off, while 
they have any thing left, and will never be quiet till they have loſt 
all. When Cœſar had once paſſed the Rubicon, he well knew that 
he muſt be Cœſar or nothing. And this is now the prince's caſe. 

I now plainly ſee the prelude to the pyrrick dance in the north, 
which I have long foretold ; the return of comte Biron and the 
duke of Brunſwick to Peterſburg announces deſtruction to the 
Holſtein family. The prince ſucceſſor of Sweden will be the firit 
inſtance of it, upon the death of that king, which I take to be very 


near. The next will be, ſetting aſide the imperial prince of Ruſſia, 


and declaring little czar Iwan the ſucceſſor. In theſe tranſactions, 
the king of Pruſſia will neceflarily be implicated, which has all 


along been Pintention de Pauteur ; that is, of the court of Vienna, 


which abſolutely governs that of Peterſburg, moyennant ſome 
pecuniary aſſiſtance from another quarter. But be all this as it will, 
my boidoir and my library, which are my two objects, will be never 
the worſe for it. And I maintain that both of them will be, in 
their difterent kinds, the compleateſt things in England, as 1 Hope 
you will ſoon have ocular proof of. 

Baron schmithburg was not arrived when I left London. My 


compliments to my baron, to whom I will write very ſoon. Adieu; 
Je vous aime veritablement. 


3 C. 


LE T- 
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LETTER Me - 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 4, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
Have received yours of the 5th, N. S. and am glad to find, that 
your landed eſtate pays ſo well as to make up the arrears of the 
treaſury. As ſoon as I go to town, which will be next week, I 
will quicken Mr. Pelham to pay his debts; but ex tout cas I repeat 


it again, upon any emergency, draw upon me, for, upon my word,. 


ſuch ſums as you can want will be no inconveniency to me to ad- 
vance. You are beſides very reſponſible, whether conſidered as a 


money'd or as a landed man, ſo that if you ſhould be backward in 


payment, I ſhould forthwith ſeize Henley park. 


A propos of money, as I believe it is much wanted by many peo- 
ple, even of faſhion, both in Holland and Flanders, I ſhould think. 


it very likely that many good pictures of Rubens, Teniers, and 


other Flemiſh and Dutch maſters, may be picked up now at reaſon- 
able rates. If ſo, you are likely to hear of it as a vr7uo0/0 ; and if 
ſo, I ſhould be glad to profit of it, as an humble dilettante. I 
have already, as you know, a moſt beautiful landſcape by Rubens, 
and a pretty little piece of Teniers : but if you could meet with a 


large capital hiſtory or allegorical piece of Rubens, with the figures 


as big as the life, I would go pretty deep to have it, as alſo for 
a large and capital picture of Jeniers. But as I would give a good deal 
tor them, if they were indiſputably eminent, I would not give 
three pence for them unleſs they were ſo. I have pretty pictures enough 
already, but what I want to complete my collection, is only two or 
three of the moſt eminent maſters, of whom 1 have none now. I 
can truſt entirely to your taſte and ſkill, ſo that if you meet with 
ſuch a thing, do not rails. it for fifty pounds more or leſs. 


'The 
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winter. Patience : I might have more painful complaints, and [ 


| 
| 
| 
! 


to me of a new ſucceſſor to Sweden, is by no means groundleſs. I 


carry on any other, it is no government at all. This was the great 
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The pacquet of brochures, and flouriſhed ruffles, which you ſent 
me by Hop, waits for me in town. I am ſure, by the former, 
which you ſent me, I ſhall like theſe : je men fie a votre bon goilt 
(I truſt your taſte). I ſhall go to them in about ten days, though, 1 
doubt, not quite reſtored by theſe waters, which have not had their 
uſual effects upon me this ſeaſon. My vertigos ſtill chicane and 
teaze me, though not quite ſo frequently as formerly, but til) 
enough to make me fear paſſing a languid, and uncomtortable 


will comfort myſelf by the compariſon. 
I have ſome reaſons to believe, that, what my baron mentioned 


am very ſorry for it, as I think it can only be attended with very 
il conſequences for this country. 

I look upon your republic as a chaos, in the ſituation, which it is 
now in; ſome order may ſpring from it, but as yet, God knows 
what. The antient government certainly does not exiſt, and I ſee 
no new one eſtabliſhed in its ſtead. Abject court, it is true, is 
made to the prince of Orange, from fear on one hand, and hopes on 
the other ; but ſtill, while he has more power than he ſhould have 
for the late form of government, and yet leſs than is neceſſary to 


difficulty, under which Cromwell, one of the ableſt men in the world, 
laboured, and which he was ſenſible of, when he wanted to be de- 
clared king; for he was above minding the title. But he knew, 
that his government wanted that form and conſiſtency, which were 
neceſlary for its effect and authority. 

The peace is, upon the whole, better than could have been expect- 
ed, from the circumſtances and hurry in which it was made. * * 

I tear you will not get a furloe this winter, for I do not find that 
Jord Holdernefſe is yet making any preparations for his embaſſy, 
Bon ſoir, aimons-nous toujours. (Good night, let us love each other 
for ever.) 
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LET TEN N 
TO THE S AME. 


London, Dec, 6, O. S. 1748. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


; B Y the death of poor John, you have loſt a true friend, and Ia 

moſt affectionate brother and friend into the bargain. The 
gout fell upon his bowels and head, and threw him into the convul- 
ſions, of which he died. 

I acknowledge now your laſt of the 6th, N. S. together with your 
former letters, which my brother's illneſs, and a hurry of other 
affairs, hindered me from anſwering ſooner. * „* * * 

The prices of Van-Huyſen's flower- pieces, notwithſtanding the 
ſcarcity of money in Holland, is owing only to that local phrenzy, 
which always prevails in Holland, for ſome pretty trifling object: 
tulips, hyacinths, and pigeons, have all had their days, and now 
Van-Huyſen has his. But while theſe high-finiſhed finical pieces 
bear ſuch high prices, the bold and maſterly pieces of the laſt 
and the foregoing century are ſlighted, and more likely to come 
reaſonably. Do not, by any means, ſuffer that capital picture of 
Rubens, which you ſay is to be ſold at Bruffels, to ſlip through your 
hands, by the delay of ſending me a drawing of it, if you can but be 
ſure that it is an original, and not damaged. Wherefore, upon the 
two conditions of its being an undoubted original and not damaged, 

buy it me as ſoon as you can, or ſome other body may ſtep in 
between. 

Captain Irwin *, whom I believe you know, ſon to the old gene- 
ral, goes by the next packet-boat to Holland ; he has got a furloe 
from his father for a year, during which time, he intends to ſee as 
much as he can abroad. I think him a good pretty young fellow; 
and conſidering that he has never been yet out of his native country, 
much more pre/entable than one could expect. Pray, carry him to 


* Now lieutenant general and commander in chief of his majeſty's forces in Ireland. 
Vo I. II. V y court, 
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court, and into ſome companies, where I think you will not be aſham- 
ed of him, which will ſeldom be your caſe with my country. 
men. I promiſed him that I would recommend him to you. Adiey, 
mon cher enfant. IJ am ſo hurned by lawers, e and creditors, 
that I can ſay no more now. 


C. 


P. S. A propos, do not mention to any body, that the picture ix 
for me, or what it may coſt. 


LE 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 13, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Y former was almoſt an anſwer, before-hand, to your laſt 
letter, which 1 received the day after I had wrote mine; I 
mean, with regard to the Rubens, which I defired you not to let ſlip. 
But I am now more confirmed in that opinion, by the drawing, 
Which you ſent me, and by the aſſurances that you give me of the 
picture's being a capital one, and in high preſervation. Therefore, 
ſecure it as cheap as you can; the ſubject, as you obſerve, might 
, have been a more pleaſing one, but this admits of great ex- 
pPreſſion. 
The family piece, which you mention by Vandyke, 1 would 
not give {ix ſhillings for, unleſs 1 had the honor of being of fir 
Melchior's family. The feveral portraits are, I dare ſay, finely 
painted; but then where is the action, where the expreſſion ? The 
good man and his wife generally fit ferene in a couple of; eaſy chairs, 
. ſurrounded by five or ſix of their children, inſignificantly-motionlels 
in the preſence of pappa and mamma. And the whole family ſeem 
as inſipid, and weary, as when they are really together. Their 
hkenefſes may indeed be valuable to their own poſterity, but in my 
5 | mind 
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mind to nobody elſe. Titian has done more {kilfully in his fine 
picture of the Cornaro family, which he has put in action. 


The Venus and Adonis of Vandyke, of which you likewiſe 
ſent me the drawing, I do not care for, as it is a ſubject already 


rebattu by ſtill greater maſters, and in my mind better, as far as 1 


can judge by the drawing ; for Adonis, when he tears himſelf away 
from Venus, ſeems fierce and angry, which I ſee no occaſion for. 
He is determined, indeed, to leave her for his field ſports, but ſhould,” 
in my opinion, ſoften the rudeneſs by all poſſihle e ee in 


his words and looks. i 


So much for vir/4, which, when J ſhall have bought this picture, 


I have done with, unleſs a very capital Teniers ſhould come in your 
way. You will draw upon me for the money as ſoon as ever: 


you pleaſe, * „ n # #4 # #4 # # # „ 4 # # 


Could you ſend me, in ſome of your letters, ſome ſeed of the right. 


canteloupe melons ? I ſhould not know what to do with more than 
a dozen or at moſt twenty of them, ſo that all the ſeed I ſhall want 
will neither increaſe the bulk or weight of a letter. The cante- 
loupes are, in my opinion, the beſt fort of melon; at leaſt they always- 
ſucceed beſt here. It is for Blackheath, that I want it, where you 
can eaſily judge that my melon ground is moſt exceedingly ſmall, I 
am obliged to keep that place for ſeven years, nay poor brother's: 
leaſe being for that time; and I doubt I could not part with it but 
to very great loſs, conſidering the ſums of money, that he had laid, 
out upon it. For otherwiſe, I own ͤ that I like the country up, much 
better than down, the river. 10 
As I promiſed to ſend captain Irwin a couple of letters to the 

Hague, for Paris, I muſt put you to the expence of incloſing them 
to you, and to the trouble of giving them to him, not knowing how 

to direct them for him. 


Yours faithfully, 


Yy 2 LE T- 
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Rubens, of which I have a great notion, muſt and ſhall, for a time 


done. My great room will be as full of pictures as it ought to be; 
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LETTER XLIII. 


TO THE SAME, 


London, Dec. 23, O. S. 1748. 
DEAR D-AYROLLES, 


Have received yours, with the incloſed drawing of the Vand yke, 
which muſt certainly be a very fine one, if the execution, as 
doubtleſs it is, be anſwerable to the diſpoſition : but however, I con- 
tinue my negative to it, for the reaſons. which J gave you before, 
the price, and that it is a portrait, however fine a one. The 


at leaſt, con tent me, unleſs I ftrain a little for the Teniers, which 
you hint at, which, if it be a capital one, I will ; and then have 


and all capital ones.. 

I gave you by my laſt letter a very unneceſſary trouble, which! 
now retract. I had forgot that you had ſome time ago ſtocked me 
with excellent canteloupe melon feed, which I have fince remem- 
bered and found, and given to my gardener to ſow at the proper 
ſeaſon. I hope to give you ſome of them in perfection next ſum- 
mer; for J do not flatter myſelf with the hopes of ſeeing you here 
before that time. 

Adieu, dear Dayrolles. I am hurried by a complication of moſt 
diſagreeable affairs (a), but always, 


Yours, 


(a) On account of his brother John, lately dead, 
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LETTER XIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


BEAR PAYROLLES, 


Received this morning your letter of the 3 Jan. N. S. with the 
two parcels of melon ſeed, which, as I told you in my laſt, I | | | 
might have faved you. the trouble of ſending me, if I had but remem- | | 
bered how plentifully you had ſapplied me before; but ſince I have | 1 
ſo careleſsly put you to that trouble, all I can now do, is to have it v1 
ſowed the lateſt; ſo that you may be ſure to taſte the fruits of it, 
when you. ſhall be here, which I do not expect will be till autumn. 5 
A new miniſter will not, before that time, be well ſettled at the | 
Hague; and till then you will not, nor ſhould I wiſh you to, leave 1 
ct, SS % % # SA w © S & # S © &S f 
As to my Rubens, for I now call it mine, you have acted 
with your uſual prudence and ceconomy. But if it turns out ſuch 
as it is repreſented to you, I do not expect that you will get any 
conſiderable abatement of the firſt price. As to the method of get- 
ting it over ſafe here, I refer myſelf to your abilities; many officers. 
baggage will be coming, Ligonier's eſpecially, into which you may 
poſſibly thruſt it. Draw upon me, in an amicable way I mean, how 
and when you pleaſe, for I do not take your finances to be in a ſitua- | 
tion to allow long and large advances. | 
Your Leipſig acquaintance is ſetting out for Berlin. He has ap- | 
plied himſelf extremely, and with great ſucceſs, at Leipſig, having | if 
made himſelf perfect maſter, as I am aſſured by his maſter, of | 
Greek, Latin, the laws of nations and of the empire, and of the 1 
German language to boot, which, by the way, he Writes as well as | 
any German I ever knew. I am therefore no longer in the leaſt 
pain about the learning part, of which, he has now got ſuch a 
ſtock, that he will have a pleafure, inſtead of a toil, im improving it. 
All that he wants new, is es races, in purſuit of which: he goes as 
ſoon as the roads will permit, from Berlin to Turin, there to regain; 
6 for 
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for at leaſt a year; I Know no court that ſends out at leaſt, des gens 


flus delies. I do not knowiwhatz;thoſe may he, whom they keep at 


home, but by the ſamples I judge well of them. 

The prince of Wales will, I believe, buy Vandyke's ſir Melchior 
and company, 41 have: given him the drawing you ſent me, and 
Mr. Laurenzy is wrote to by this poſt to ſpeak to you about it. 


. r { 
| Yours very ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET T:E R ALY. 


TO THE SAME. 


gy London, Jan. 20, O. 8. 1740 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| 5g ST poſt brought me yours of the 24th, N. S. My old diſor- 

der in my head, which has of late plagued me, hindered me 
from acknowledging your two former letters. I am now much better, 
thanks to a good bliſter, which I clapped upon my head, on the part 
offending. 

Since the Rubens is ſecured, I am in no haſte to receive it, for J 
could not hang it up yet, its place not being ready.' The way you 
mention of ſending it by the ſloop is, I think, the beſt, and pray 
let it be directed to Mr. Hotham, one of the commiſſioners of the 
cuſtoms, who will take care of it, and pay the duty for me. You 
will take care to have it ſo ſafely packed up, that it- may receive 
no damage en chemin faiſant, * * * #* τ # \*# # #] ® 

I am glad that 1 have prevailed: with my baron to return to 
his old houſe, ſor the firſt warm weather muſt have ſuffocated him 
where he now is. If he eſcapes dying of the firſt fright, when 


he goes back, all the reſt will 80 very well, and 8⁰ wor as it uſed 


to do. 
: Jam 
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1 am rejoiced to hear that I ſhall have another tome of the Bh i/toire 
' amoureuſe, for now that, thank God, I have no buſineſs, that kind 
of reading amuſes me. The hiftoire politique of the united pro- 
vinces would at preſent be but a gloomy one. I ſee no government 
there at all; but I ſee power without authority, and expence 
without the poſſible means of ſupplies, \- The prince of Orange 
wants a Sully. The reduction of the troops will be a deciſive point : 
if it is a conſiderable one, the prince of .Orange is nobody, and if it 
is not, the republic is undone, # - * * * #* #4 # 

My houſe and garden employ both my thoughts and my time. I 
am at work about them all day, and ſhall take poſſeſſion of them 
in about a month ; there I ſhall be impatient to ſee you, and 3 
believe you will not be ſorry to Aber 


Vours, 


© CHESTERFIELD 


LETTER XVI. 
TO THE SAME. 
3 London, Feb. 3, O. S. 1749 
DEAR DAYROLLES, . 5 
Have honored your bill as they call it, but properly ſpeaking I 
have done better, for I haye paid it. I think vo ave bronght 


A. . 


me off very cheaply, and 10 much. blo that 1 all not on 1 it, when 
I ſhew. the picture, but intimate a much higher, Price, 'for vou 
| wirtuoſos, I know, often. take the price into y our confi deration, in 
forming your judgments, as to "the value of a thing. 1 fincerely 
| forgive you the three florins Which your curioſity coſts me, and 

will never demand. that, ſum, of kicher you or your heirs, adminiſtra- 


tors, or affigns. Beſides that 1 really think, that a gratification of 
three florins is by no means. unreaſonable. for the. trouble you have: 
| 5] been 
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been at. I cam tell yow-Þy the Way, that when my pictures, bron- 


zes, and marbles ſhall come to be properly placed, as they will be in 
my new houſe, the collection will not appear a contemptible 
one. There will be nothing, that is not excellent of the kind. I hope 
you will be here time enough to direct me in the arrangement; for 
lord Holderneſſe is now preparing in good earneſt for his embaſſy, 
and talks of going foon, that is, in two or three months. He has 
appointed parſon Tindal, who tranſlated Rapin, and well, to be 
both his chaplain and his ſecretary; he goes firſt, as J hear, without 
madame, who is to follow him ſome time afterwards. But though, 
as you will eaſily believe, I am impatient to ſee you, I would not 
adviſe you to aſk leave to come over immediately upon his arrival, 
but to ſtay a couple of months at leaſt after it. 

I had a letter the other day from my baron, by which he ſeems 
to be pretty well comforted, and to thirſt again for pamphlets, of 
which I have ſent him a freſh cargo. Pray when you ſee Pam! (a), 
make him my compliments, and aſſure him of my eſteem and friend- 
ſhip. I ſuppoſe quil neſt pas queſtion de lui a la cour. As for your re- 
public, it is undone, and I think of it no more. Conclamatum ef, 


IE _— __— 


LETTER XLVII. 


TO THE SAME». 
| London, Feb. 24, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
TE picture is arrived, and is, in my mind, the beſt I ever 
fſaw of Rubens; but as yet I have only my own opinion for it, 
as I have not ſhewn it, nor will not, till it is in perfect order. A 
little of the varniſh, in ſome immaterial parts, was rubbed off in 
the carriage, but the painting not the leaſt damaged. I have giv- 
en it to Anderſon, who is a very ſafe man, to take off that cruſt of 
varniſh, with which they are ſo apt to load their pictures in Flan- 
ders and Holland; and when this picture ſhall be delivered of it, it 


(a) I believe Mr. Duncan, favourite to the prince, before his elevation to the Stadthouderſhip, 
and employed in London, to ſettle the articles of his marriage with the prineeſs royal, He was 
lord Cheſterfield's moſt particular friend. 1 
WI 
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will be quite another thing. The figure of the virgin is the moſt 
graceful and beautiful that I ever ſaw, and not ſo Flemiſh- built as 
moſt of his women are. In ſhort, the whole is excellent. The 
frame, though not a fafhionable is a handſome one, and ſhall, 
with the addition that I will make to it, be a fine one. I do not 
diſlike ſomething a little antiquè in the frame of an old picture; 
provided it be rich, I think it is more reſpectable. As ſoon as the 
ſupreme connoiſſeurs ſhall have fat upon it, I will let you know 
their verdict, not that for my own part I ſhall care two-pence about 
it, for I diſtruſt the ſkill of moſt, and the truth of all, of them. 
They pronounce according to the pictures, that they either have or 
have not, or that they want to buy or ſell of the ſame hand. 
You are an excellent comm!ſſionaire, and my moſt dutiful thanks 
attend you for your care and trouble. 


Pray do not let your maladie du pazs hurry you into any &tourde- 
ph. 06 a& 8 OE OS 0 SS 06006 0 00 8 
Pray tell my baron that I took particular care to ſend him the 
Enquiry into the conduct and principles of the two brothers, ſo that it 
muſt neceſſarily have been taken out of the pacquet. Poſſibly they 
have no mind that it ſhould be diſperſed abroad. I will ſend it 
him again the firſt opportunity. | 
Adieu. Yours faithfully, | 
CHESTERFIELD. 


— 


L ET TER XLVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 9, O, S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


* * * * UPON my ſoul 1 long to ſee you, for two reaſons, 
which I have not for longing to ſee many people; they are, that I 
love you, and that I know you love me. I ſhall keep a little room 
for you at Blackheath, where I will refreſh you with the beſt 
ananas and melons in England, 


Vol. II. 2 2 Pray 
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Pray tell monſieur Slingelandt that I have ſpoke to Rutter about 
the horſe in queſtion, and the better to know whether he was 
gentle enough for him, I aſked him whether he was enough ſo for 
me; to which Rutter could not anſwer in the affirmative, ſo that 
I bid him not ſend him. I take it for granted that monſieur 
Slingelandt, who is a civil quiet gentleman as well as myſelf, chuſes, 
as I do, a horſe like pere Canaye's qualem me decet eſſe manſuerum(a), 
which ſerene kind of beaſt is ſtill more neceſſary in Holland, in 
the midſt of canals and windmills, than here.. #* „ # 

Bon ſoir, mon ami. 


— — 


LEFT FEN IX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 31, O. S. 1749. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 
Hotel Cheſterfield. 


+ * * * I CAN tell you nothing, with any degree. of cer- 
tainty, of the ſquabbles among, our miniſters. That there are ſome 
is undoubtedly true; but then, in the reports, they are either mag- 
nified or leſſened, according to the wiſhes or the intereſts of the 
reporters. Their two graces are evidently very ill together, w hich 
| long ago knew, and ſaid could not fail. * „ „ „ „ 
| I am got into my new houſe, from whence I ſhall be a moi 


unconcerned ſpectator. LI have yet finiſhed nothing but my b0zdoir 

| and my library; the former is the gayeſt and moſt chearful room in 

1 England, the latter the beſt, My garden 1s now turfed, planted, 

q | and ſown, and will, in two months more, make a ſcene of verdure 
and flowers, not common in London. 

Anderſon has reſtored the Rubens perfectly well; by taking off 

that damned varniſh, with which it was loaded, and fetching out 


(a) See S. Evremond's moſt ingenious piece intitled ; Converſation du marichal d'Hoquincourt 
dec be pere Ganayes 
the 
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the original painting. The connoiſſeurs have ſat upon it, and, what 
18 extraordinary, are unanimous, in declaring it one of the beſt in 
England. Many have gueſſed it at C. 800, none leſs than . 400. 
Fe les laife dire, et je ne dis rien; (I let them ſpeak, and ſay no- 
thing). 

1 do not care for the Teniers you mention; both my picture- 


the cabinet with 47704x. So that I will buy no more, till I happen 
to meet with ſome very capital ones of ſome of the moſt eminent 
old Italian maſters, ſuch as Raphael, Guido, Corregio, &c. and in 
that caſe I would make an effort. 

I will look out for a horſe fit for Mr. Slingelandt, of which J 
think I am a better judge than a better horſeman. You may tell 
him I ſhall not much regard the beauty of it, but the intrinſic 
merit. I defire he ſhould be ſafe, for I love him both upon his 
own account and his father's, 

I agree with you that my baron, far from travelling into other 
countries, will never more ſee his own, or put on a coat. He will 
think that he has eſcaped infection ſo providentially now, that I 
am apt to think he will endeavour to truſt providence no more. 


* Yours moſt ſincerely, | 
C. 


LI T TEN . 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 4, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


INCE my laſt to you, I have received your two letters of the 
8th. and 11th. N. S. together with the pamphlet in Dutch, 
which you ſent me by general Elliot, who delivered it to me very 
ſafe. It has made me rub up my almoſt forgotten Dutch, and I 
think I underſtand the meaning of it perfectly. It is extremely 
well written, and 1 dare ſay the facts are all as true, as the reaſon- 
£28 + ings 


rooms being completely filled, the great one with capital pictures, 
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ings upon them are juſt. It coincides with, and confirms, all the 
notions I had formed in the preſent ſtate of affairs in the republic. 
I ſhould be obliged to you if you would inform me, who is either 
the real, or ſuppoſed, author of it. Whoever he is, He is well 
informed. I am very much obliged to you for ſending it me:! 
have laid it by carefully, with my own predictions of general bank- 
ruptcy and confuſion, which I fear a little time more will accompliſh, 
General Elliot * % un degourdi, et du bon ton. I have not ſeen 
any Engliſhman more regenerated by being abroad than he is. 1 
met him at Hop's before I knew who he was, and I was aſtoniſhed 
to find a man, who ſpoke Engliſh ſo well, behave himſelf fo well. 
I differ with you in opinion about the king of Pruſfia's two very 
different letters to the two poets; for I am perſuaded that they 
are both genuine. Should the two poets happen to compare notes, 
ſuch is human vanity, and ſtill more ſuch is poetical vanity, that 
each would be convinced that the other was the dupe, and himſelf 
his majeſty's moſt favoured poet. $i fait bon battre les ghorieux, il 
fait auſſi bon les tromper (a). In the firſt caſe they do not complain, 
in the ſecond they do not even ſe. „ ** 


5 


Yours moſt affectionately, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


| LETTER LI. 


TO THE SAME. 


ee W ES a tb <4. 


London, April 25, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
Am now three letters in your debt, which I would have paid 
more punctually, if I had any tolerable current ſpecies to have 
paid you in: but I have nothing but farthings to offer, and moſt of 


—— — 


* Lieutenant general in the Dutch ſervice, 
| (a) An alluſion to a French proverb; amounting to this, that vain men will equally bear being 
drubbed and being deceived. 


them 
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them too counterfeit, for, being, thank God, no longer concerned 
in the coinage, I cannot anſwer for the weight of the coin. I hear, 
as every body does, more lies than truth, and am not in a ſituation 
of knowing which is which, # # % # „% „„ # # # # 
However disjointedly buſineſs may go on, pleaſures, I can affure 
you, go roundly, To-morrow, there is to be, at Ranelagh garden, 
a maſquerade in the Venetian manner. It is to begin at three o 
clock in the afternoon ; the ſeveral iges are to be ſhops for toys, 
limonades, glaces, and other rafraichiſemens. The next day come 
the fire-works, at which hundreds of people will certainly loſe their 
lives or their limbs, from the tumbling of ſcaffolds, the fall of 
rockets, and other accidents inſeparable from ſuch crowds. In 
order to repair this loſs to ſociety, there will be a ſubſcription- 
maſquerade on the Monday following, which, upon calculation, it is 
thought, will be the occaſion of getting about the ſame number of 
people, as were deſtroyed at the fire-works. 

I hear nothing yet of lord Holdernefle's going to Holland, and 
therefore do not aſk you when I may hope to ſee you here, for I 
ſuppoſe that his arrival muſt be previous to your departure; more- 
over I am told that you are ſo buſy in moving from one houſe to 
another, that you could not yet move from one country to another. 
Where is your new dwelling at the Hague ? 

I am glad to hear that madame de Berkenroodt goes ambaſſadreſs 
to Paris; ſhe will paſs her time well there, and ſhe deſerves it. 
Pray make her my compliments of congratulation, and tell her that 
I am ſtrongly tempted to pay my reſpects to her at Paris myſelf 
but that, if I cannot, I will at leaſt do it by proxy this winter 
twelvemonth, and ſend her an ambaſſador about forty years younger, 
and conſequently forty times better than myſelf, My boy will 
then be at Paris; he is now at Venice, goes to Turin till November, 
and then to Rome till the October following, when I ſhall emanci- 
pate him at Paris. I hear ſo well of him from all quarters, that 
I think he will do. Adieu, portes-vous bien, et aimes moi toujours, 


LET- 
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TO THE SAME. 


| London, May 4, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


* W * * „ THE ſcramble for power in your court, and 


in your republic, puts me in mind of lord Rocheſter's image of 


contending miniſters. He compares them to ſchool-boys, who, at 
the hazard of their necks, climb for crabs, which, if they were 


upon the ground, ſolid pigs would diſdain. How the penſionary 
could be ignorant of the favour * intended him, as it is reported 
that he was, when he received the meſſage, is what I cannot con- 
ceive ; for I knew it above a month ago. The manner, in which 
he took it, and ſpoke the next day in the aſſembly, was wiſe and 
{kilful ; but his accepting the penſion, for it is merely a penſion, 
ſince he is excluded all the aſſemblies, is dirty, and vilifies him. 
If I had been he, I would ſooner have lived all my life, as Van 
Beuningen did, by way of experiment, one year, upon fix and 
thirty florins. Though his diet would have been but low, his charac- 
ter would have been high. 

I have ſeen Laurenzi, who, I believe, muſt obſerve that diet too, 
unleſs he can get an increaſe of his appointments, which he is 
tabouring for; but I much doubt of his ſucceſs. He confirms the 
accounts I had had before from many, of la delicatefe et le bon gollt 
de votre table. Marquis d' Havrincourt was worthy of it, excelling 
as he does, not only in the theory, but in the practical part, of the 
table. He dined with me once or twice, and I think I never ſaw 
a more vigorous pertormer. He 1s a very pretty man, and has, 
Pextremement bon ton de la parfaitement bonne compagnie, which is 
at preſent the ſhort but comprehenſive eloge dun honnete homme. 


* His ſudden diſmiffion from the poſt of grand penſionary. 
+ Of dodo florins, about J. 7 30. 


- 
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I am in debt, at leaſt three, if not four, letters to my baron, who 
js a moſt excellent correſpondent. I will pay him ſoon in much 
better coin than my own letters, for I ſhall ſend him by the firſt 
opportunity a good cargo of good books and pamphlets. Pray, make 
him my compliments, and tell him that I will write to him ſoon. 
OPT DTD DW MDOET T0: 8: 8. 


I hear nothing yet of lord Holderneſſe's going to Holland. 
Yours moſt faithfully, 


L-E-L-I-@- . 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 9, O. S. 1749. 
DE AR DAYROLLES, 


© HE perſon, who will give you this letter, 1s the nephew of 

monſieur Boiſſier, a rich, and for all that a very honeſt, mer- 
chant of the city, from whom I have received many civilities. He 
is a Swiſs, and probably you know him by name and reputation, 
This nephew is deſirous to get into the ſervice of the republic; and 
I with that you could be uſeful to him in that view. I do not mean, 
nor does he, that you can. procure him. a commiſſion ; but we think 
that you may be able to point out to him e moyen dy parventr, 
(the way of ſucceeding) whatever that may be. If it be follicitation, 
you will tell him where to addreſs it; if a private tip, you will 
tell him where to apply it. In ſhort, I am ſure that, from the part 
I take in him upon his uncle's account, you. will do him. what 
tervice you can. 

By the way, do not apprehend from this, that I ſhall plague you 
often with recommendations of this kind, for I have refuſed them 
to ſeveral people, and ſhall continue to do ſo to nine in ten. They 
deſire impertinent, unreaſonable, or impoſſible things, and then 

5 deſire: 


— — * 
—— ᷑ᷓꝓ·————— — — —— 
y - 


2M — — 


3 — 


— — 


— 


— — — . - — — — 
r . 
— I - *. 2 


— 


ä— d ĩ⅛ ⁊ . 
l ” 3 


r ä — 


360 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


deſire that I will recommend them to you, becauſe they are ſure 
that I have great intereſt with you. My anſwer to which is, that | 
verily believe I have intereſt with you, and for that very reaſon 
will not recommend to you an impertinent or an impoſſible thing. 

I am now aſſured that lord Holdernefle, though he has not yet 
kifſed the king's hand, will go in three weeks at fartheſt, ſo that 
in ſix, I hope to ſee you here. I need not tell you how glad ! 
ſhall be of it. We have not been ſo long aſunder ſince we loved 
one another, as we ſtill, I believe, do. Aer. 


LETTER IIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 9, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| A I find by your laſt, that your ſtay in Holland will now be but 
| 2 ſhort, my letters will be ſo too. We can talk more fully as 
| well as more freely than we can write, * „ „„ „ # #* 

Hop* ſhewed me yeſterday the print of your fireworks; they ſeem 
to be ſo fine and fo expenſive, that, conſidering the preſent neceſſitous 
condition of the republic, they put me in mind of a good fanfaron 
ö motto upon a French ſtandard, Peream modo luceam ; (I will 
| ſhine though I periſh). I ſhould have told you firſt, that the device 
| was a burſting grenado. 
| My boy, who was going to the carnaval at Venice, was ſud- 
,denly ſeized with a violent inflammation upon his lungs, at a mi- 
ſerable poſt-houſe, two poſts beyong Laubach, in Carniole, where 
he remained in great danger for twelve days. He is now recover- 
ing at Laubach; and by this time, I hope, out of all danger. How- 
ever, as ſoon as the heats are over, that is, at the latter end of Sep- 
tember, I intend to ſend him to Naples, the beſt place in the world 


* Lieutenant general Hop, envoy extraordinary from the States general, 


for 
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for tender lungs, and his are ſo yet, I ſhall ſend him a letter of 
recommendation to marquis Fogliani, who is the only perſon I know 
there, and as there is no Neapolitan miniſter here, that will be the 
only letter I can give him. Could you eaſily get a letter or two 
for him, from monſieur Finochetti ? If you can, you may bring 
them with you here, and I can ſend them to him time enough from 
hence. You will remember to call him my nephew. I am told, 
that the princeſs Stron * and general Mahoni are the two beſt 
houſes there. 

The parliament is to be prorogued next Tueſday, when the mi- 
niſters will have ſix months leiſure to quarrel, and patch up, and 
quarrel again. Garrick and the Violetti will likewiſe, about the 
ſame time, have an opportunity of doing the ſame thing, for they are 
to be married next week. They are deſperately in love with 
each other. Addie; je /anguis de Vous voir. 


LETTER LV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 23, O. S. 1749. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Have this inſtant received your letter of the 27th N. S. which 

I am very little able to anſwer, having been ill of a fever ever 
ſince Sunday laſt, and this being the firſt day that I have been allow- 
ed to go out of my bed-chainber. I am very weak, partly from the 
difemper itſelf, and partly from being ſtarved. On Monday, I ſhall 
go to Blackheath for a week, which I hope will reſtore me. But 
I would not delay making you eaſier than you 1icem to be at pre- 
ent, about the event of your letter to the duke of Newcaſtle. I hap- 
pened to meet him latſt Saturday at Boden's country houſe, where he 
told me that Stone had that morning delivered him a letter from 
you, alking leave to come here for a very ſhort time. I told him 
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that I ſuppoſed you would obtain it; to which he anſwered, moſt un. 
doubtedly. So that your having yet had no anſwer to it, I am con- 
vinced, proceeds only from his grace's hurry. I believe he has at 
preſent buſineſs enough upon his hands, *# #* „ #* #% #4 

I thank you heartily for the letters you have procured the boy for 
Naples : he is now ſo well recovered, that he is gone to Venice, 
where he will ſtay till the middle of September, and then proceed 
to Naples. My head will not allow me to write any more; it is 


Yours 


LETT BB: I. 


TO THE SAM. 


London, March3o, O. S. 1750. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Y oun ſigns of life came very ſeaſonably to convince me, that 

the concern you were in at leaving your dear country had not 
put an end to it. I happened to relate very properly the agomies ! 
ſaw you in at leaving England, in company, where a lady ſeemed 
to think that ſhe was the cauſe of them. She inquired minutely 
into the degree and nature of them ; ſpoke of them with tenderneſs 
and compaſſion, though ſhe confeſſed a quarrel with you for three 
days before you went away, which had broke off all communication 
between you. To this, I anſwered like your god-father, that to 
part with her would have been ſufficient cauſe for your grief, but 
to part with her offended and incenſed, more than juſtified the 
deſpair I obſerved in you. I obliged her at laſt to confeſs, that 
ihe withed the had ſeen you the day before you went. Make your 


moſt of theſe informations in your next letter to her. 
7 You 
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ſtate of inſolvency and confuſion. I fear it will be ſoon worſe, if 
my ſuſpicions are founded ; for I have good reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
your rulers are wild enough to think of engaging in a new war. It 
is now beginning in the North, and though publickly it is diſcou- 
raged, privately it is encouraged, not only in Holland, but %- 
where. The czarina will, I am convinced, ſoon ſtrike the firſt blow. 
The court of Vienna hopes that the king of Pruſſia will ſtrike the 
ſecond, and give them a pretence to ſtrike the third. If France does 
not interpoſe, the king of Pruſſia is demoliſhed. If France does, 
it can only be by way of diverſion, in falling upon the queen of 
Hungary ; and that will neceffarily be in Flanders, which, it is 
hoped and believed, will force the maritime powers to take a part. 
Bentinck *, now at Vienna, could tell us more of this if he pleaſed. 
I have not heard one word about Mr. Harte (a, which makes me 
believe that I ſhall not. He ſhall be no loſer, however, and other 
people no gainers, by the refuſal. 

Mr. Durand brought me a letter from my baron, full of com- 
plaints of his health. Make him my compliments, and tell him that 
he ſhall hear from me ſoon. 

On Thurſday ſevennight the parliament riſes, and the Tueſday 


ſettled, and the duke not to be one. 
Adieu, mon cher enfant, ſoyes perſuade que je vous aimerai toujours. 
(Adieu, my dear friend, be perſuaded I ever ſhall love you.) 


* Comte Bentinck, ſeigneur de Roon, of the college of the nobles, in the province of 
Holland. 
(a) Lord Cheſterfield had applied to obtain a prebend of Wind(or for Mr. Harte, then with his 


ſon, and met . with nnexpeRed difficulties and delays, 
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vou found Holland juſt as you left it, that is to ſay, in the ſame 


following his majeſty ſets out for Hanover. The regency is at laſt 
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LETTER: LV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 14, O. S. 1750, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I COULD not refuſe this recommendation of a vir/uo/ato a vir, 

The girl is really a prodigy, but ſometimes a prodigy without a 
puff will not do. Your hearing her once, and your puffſing her 
afterwards, is all that ſhe deſires. The great point is to get the 
princeſs of Orange to hear her, which ſhe thinks will nage ber for- 
zune. Even the great Handel has deigned to recommend her there, 
ſo that a word from your honor will be ſufficient. Adieu. 


Yours faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETT ER EVM 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 27, O. S. 1750. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


AM two letters in your debt, but as I knew that you were ram- 
bling, I did not know where to tender the payment. 

By this time, it is probable that you are reeſtabliſhed at the 
Hague. Had an unhappy toreigner been obliged to paſs as many 
days at Plymouth as you pailed at Calais, how admirably he would 
have diverted himſelf, and how politely he would have been received! 
whereas, I dare ſay, you paſſed your time very well at Calais, in caſe 
you were not too much an Engliſhman to think ſo. 
It is very true, that, after a ſeries of difficulties, which, I be- 
lieve, were never made before, upon ſo trifling an occaſion, Mr. 
Harte 
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Harte has at laſt got a prebend of Windſor. I am moſt extremely 
glad of it, for, that debt being now paid, I owe no man living any 
thing. As it is neceſſary that he ſhould come over here, to take 
poſſeſſion of his ſtall, I have directed him to bring the 1. to Paris, 
and to fix him in la Gueriniere's academy there. % # 
When he arrives at Paris, I will ſend him a letter of recommen- 
dation & /o0r excellence, madame de Berkenroodt ; valeat quantum. In 
all events, it will be a good houle for him to frequent. Forus y me!- 
tres du votre auſſi, il vous plait, (you will contribute to it, if you 
pleaſe) by writing a word or two in his favour to the lady, or her 
huſbanq1, or both. 

Comte Obdam's ſale, I ſuppoſe, draws. near, at which, pray, buy 
me ſuch buſtocs, and vaſes, as you ſhall find are univerſally allowed 
to be both antique and fine, at ſuch rates as you ſhall think reaſon- 
able; in the whole, you may go as far as two hundred pounds, if 
the objects are curious and worth it. 

Shall you not be ſurprized, if, at your return here, you find a 
pendant for your Rubens, full as large, and by a ftill greater 
maſter ? I have reaſon to believe that will be the caſe, and then 
I ſhall undoubtedly have two of the moſt capital pictures in England 
of thoſe two great maſters. For the wr/u97 here now unint- 
mouſly confeſs, that all the Rubenſes in England muſt ſtrike to 
mine. 

I believe, as you fav, that you found things in the united 
provinces juſt as you left them, a great deal talked of, and nothing 
done. However, they would do well to conſider, that in their ſitua- 
tion, not to advance, is to go backwards. You may depend upon it, 
that, whatever you may have heard ſaid to the contrary, war 
was the original deſign, and the Pruflian bear 1km was again 
ſcantled out upon paper; but the ſtrong declarations and indeed pre- 
parations of France on one hand, and the apprehenſions, which 
Ruſſia on the other had juſt reaſons to entertain of the Turk, 
have reſpectively obliged certain ots to put water in their wine, 
and I now verily believe that the North will clear up, and ſettle for 
/ ß . TT I © 
Pray, make my compliments to my baron, to whom I owe a letter, 
which I have not paid, for mere want of ſpecie. Is he got to his 
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own houle again ? Surely it has undergone luſtrations enough to he 
ſufficiently purified for his reception. Every thing here is jus as 
you left it. I am, and ever ſhall be ſo, with regard to you: 24 
tout dire; bon /oir, mon enfant. 


LETTER ER. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, May 25, O. S. 1750, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 Find your journey through Flanders has been, like every man's 

journey through the world, ſome good and ſome bad; but, upon 
the whole, it was as well as being at the Hague. By what you 
obſerved, it is evident that the court of Vienna will not lay out a 
ſhilling upon the barrier towns, but throw that burthen, as they do 
every other, upon the maritime powers, ſaying that they get no- 
thing by Flanders, but that it is our buſineſs to take care of it. 
I am an Auſtrian in my politics, and would ſupport that houſe, if 
I could : but then I would be their ally, not their bubble; their friend, 
but not their victim. 

With your leave, fir, it is none of Boden's trumpery, that is to 
hang over againſt the Rubens, but a holy family, the maſter-piece 
of Titian, for which the late regent had agreed to give forty thou- 
ſand livres to the chapter at Rheims. It was accordingly ſent him, 
but when it arrived at Paris, he was dead and gone, not to the holy 
family I believe. His ſon, the preſent duke of Orleans, choſe 
rather to return the picture than the money ; the chapter was obliged 
to take it back, and there it has remained ever ſince. I accidentally 
heard of this, and that the chapter was ſpecial poor, upon which I 
determined to try what I could do, and I have ſucceeded. As this 


picture was brought from Italy by the famous cardinal de Lorraine, 


after he had been at the council of Trent, and given by him to the 
cathedral 
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cathedral of Rheims, of which he was archbiſhop, he gave them at 
the ſame time his own picture, a whole length, done by Titian ; 
which I have likewiſe got: they are both arrived at Paris, and I 
expect them here very ſoon. This, you will allow, is no trumpery, 
and I have now done with pictures; I am brim full, and not ill 
filled. | 
Comte Obdam's viri will, I think, for the reaſon you give, 
go very cheap ; few people in Holland underſtanding thoſe things, 
or even thinking that they do. I would not give ſixpence for his 
bronzes, nor a ſhilling for his books ; but for ſome of his antique 
marbles, I would give reaſonably. Thoſe which, upon the face 
of the catalogue, I ſhould chuſe, are the following ones. 
297 Hermes (Buſte) juvenis Romani cum loricd et ſago, in mar- 
more. Ant. 
298 Bacchus, cum corona hederacea. Ant. 
302 Caput juvenis Romani, ſupra baſin. Ant. 
305 Statua cum anaglyphis, ſacrificium in honorem Priapi effor- 
mantibus. Aut. 1 
There are alſo in the appendix two buſtos, one of Homer, the other 
of Apollo, by Girardon, which, if they go extremely cheap, as poſ- 
ſibly they may, I ſhould be glad of them; by extremely cheap, I 
mean about ten pounds a- piece. For the four antiques above-mark- 
ed, Pun portant Pautre, (one with another) if they are fine, I would 
go as far as five and twenty pounds a-piece. But ſhould theſe, 
which I have mentioned, have great faults, and others, which 1 
have not mentioned, have great beauties, I refer to your deciſion, | 
who are upon the place, and have n coup d'oeil vif et penetrant 
(a quick and penetrating eye.) 
You will fee Hop at the Hague next week; it is ſooner than he 
propoſed to go, but he is ordered, which gives him ſome appre- 
henſions. You will alſo ſee the famous madame du Boccage, who 
ſets out from hence with her huſband, and abbe Guaſco de Pacade-- 
mie des inſcriptions, next Tueſday. She has tranſlated Milton into 
French verſe, and gave a tragedy laſt winter at Paris, called /es 
AmaZones, she has good parts, iche pas le belreſprit, (and 


does not make an oftentatious diſplay of wit). Pray give them 77 
| petit 
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petit diner, and let them know that 1 did them juſtice with you; 
they ſtay but a few days at the Hague, ſo cannot be very trouble. 
ſome to you. But I poſſibly ſhall, if 1 lengthen this letter: fo, 
bon /oir, | 

C. 


"LETTER LK 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 19, O. S. 17;0, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, ; 


Muſt ſay as moſt fools do, who world have thought it? My fine 
Titian has turned out an execrable bad copy. By good 
luck, the condition of the obligation was ſuch, that if certain good 
judges at Paris ſhould declare it, either a copy, or eſſentially dama- 
ged, the chapter of Rheims was to take it back again, I paying 
the carriage. This has happened, and the beſt painters in Paris 
pronounced it not only a copy, but a damned one. So that J 
am only in for the carriage back. The chapter muſt have been 
more fools than knaves in the affair; tor, had they known it to 
| be a copy, they muſt have known, at the ſame time, that it would 
| be returned them, by which they would get nothing but the diſ- 
crediting of their picture for ever. 
| I have received a letter from madame du Boccage, containing a 
| panegyric of his majeſty's reſident at the Hague. I tres aimable, 
| tres poli, il eft au mieux avec tout ce quil y a de meilleur ici, et il fait 
tres-bonmne chere. (He is very amiable, very polite, extremely well 
received in the beſt company, and keeps an excellent table.) Faire 
| bonne chere (to keep a good table) you know, always ſums up a 
French panegyrick. She ſays, that by your means ſhe received a 
thouſand civilities at the Hague. I do not know whether my friend 
abbe Gualco's judgment in 4/772 will be of any great ſervice to us 
at comte Obdam's, and I would ſooner truſt to your own cop d 
gut e morateu wif et percant. 


_ — — 


1 ] am 
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I am very much par voyes, et par chemins, between London 
and Blackheath, but much more at the latter, which is now in 
great beauty. The ſhell of my gallery is finiſhed, which, by 
three bow-windows, gives me three different, and the fineſt, proſ- 
pects in the world. I have already two or three of your canteloupe 
melons, which are admirable; I have covered thoſe, which are not 
yet ripe, with frames of oyled paper, which I am affured will do 
much better than glaſſes, # % # „% # „% „% „% „% # 

The prince of Wales's laſt child was at laſt chriſtened the day 
before yeſterday, after having been kept at leaſt a fortnight longer 
than it ſhould have been out of a ſtate of ſalvation, by the jumble of 
the two ſecretaries of ſtate, whoſe reciprocal diſpatches carried, nor 
brought, nothing deciſive. Adieu. 


2 
* 
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TO THE SAME. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Moſt heartily wiſh you and Mrs. Dayrolles joy, and I believe 

you have had it. May it continue long ! I came to town this 
morning on purpoſe to make my compliments to you both, but 
you were gone to ſhady groves. I hope you will take thoſe of 
Greenwich in their turn, and the ſooner the better. 


En ceci 


La femme eſt compriſe auſſi (a). 


Lady Cheſterfield would have come, to have waited upon Mrs. 
Dayrolles, but was prevented by a great cold. Adieu. 


Saturday, July 31, 1751. 


(a) In this, the lady is likewiſe included, 


- 
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LETTER LXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, OR. 5, O.S. 1751, 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Am heartily glad to find that you nicked your paſſage to Holland 

ſo well, for a day or two later, it would have been a bad one, 
I mean for madam Dayrolles, car pour vous, vous aves le þis 
marin, (for as to you, you are uſed to the ſea) and moreover are 
miniſter to the maſter of the ſeas. 

I have been here now juſt three weeks, though I have drank 
theſe waters but a fortnight, upon account of a moſt confounded 
cold, which I got at my firſt arrival. However I find du mieux, as 
Rodrigue happily exprefles himſelf in his gazettes, and I expect 
a thorough vamp, before I leave this place, which I ſhall do juſt 
time enough to exhibit a brown ſuit, with a very rich gold button, 
at the birth-day, * „ # „ „% # „ „ # # # # 

I am aſtoniſhed at Slingelandt's being diſpleaſed, that I did not 
anſwer, or rather reply to his letter, for mine was an anſwer to 
his. He tells me an anecdote, a fact, which I dare ſay is a very 
true one; well, what anſwer is to be made to it? none that 1 
know of, unleſs I had laid hold of that opportunity to have kept 
up a regular correſpondence with him, and to ſay the truth, my 
literary correſpondence 1s already more extenſive, than my eyes, 
my head, or my lazineſs will admit of. | 

I am glad of the accounts you give me of my baron and Duncan, 
both whom I love; and pray tell them ſo. I will write to the for- 
mer ſoon, though this is not a place from whence I can write 
him a letter to his mind. Here I neither enquire, nor know any 
thing of the buſy world. I hardly read a news-paper. Thank 
God, I am fate and quiet on ſhore; and as I do not intend to put to 
ſea again, why ſhould I ſtudy navigation any more? I read here a 
great deal, but then it is partly for my own amuſement, and partly 

for 
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for the improvement of my little friend, who is with me. In that 
way he labours moſt willingly, and is even for more of it than 1 
deſire to give him. But what I labour at moſt, and find the moſt 
difficulty in is, to give him des manieres, la politeſe, et la tournure 
of a4 man of faſhion, He thinks that knowledge is all; there I 
differ from him, and endeavour to convince him, that, without 
manners and addreſs, it is very uſeleſs. However, I gain ground, 
and he is already very different from what you ſaw him. He 
makes his compliments to you and madam Dayrolles. Pray make 
mine to her too, and tell her that, time out of mind, there has 
always been, un vieux Dayrolles, et un jeune Dayrolles, and that, 
as you cannot now claim the latter appellation, it is incumbent 
upon her to make us a jeune Dayrolles, dans la fabrique duquel je la 
prie tres inflamment de mettre beaucoup du ſien, (in the fabric of 
whom I earneſtly beg ſhe would contribute a good ſhare). Before 
you leave the Hague, pray remember to beg or ſteal for me ſome 
melon-ſeed of the /arge/t and beſt canteloupes. The older it is, the 
better. Adieu, mon cher enfant. I am, with the trueſt affeQion, 


Yours, 


C. 


i 


LETTER Ln 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Oct. 28, O. S. 1751. 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Arrived here but laſt night from Bath, which journey delayed 
till now my anſwer to your laſt. I have brought with me from 
Bath a ſtock of health, which, with my ceconomy, will, I think, 
laſt me for a year, and I pretend now to no more. Formerly I 
was fooliſh enough to think of no more than au jour la journee, 
and now I am wiſe enough, to expect no more than de Pan 011m, 
3bb 2 I am 
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I am very glad that all was fo quiet in Holland, upon an event 
ſo little expected as the death of the prince of Orange. Various 
conjectures and deep political refinements. will be made upon the 
probable conſequences of it; you ſhall have mine for nothing, 
Or /us donc. In my mind, the whole will depend upon the conduc 
of the gouvernante. If that be moderate, gentle, and ceconomical, 
this. event will ſecure and fix the ſtadthouder- form of government 
more effectually than the life of the prince of Orange could have 
done. A minority is not a time for enterprizes, nor for the exten- 
ſion of power; and the people, the moſt jealous of their liberties, 
are lulled by the very name of it, into a ſecurity, if no imprudent 
ſtep be taken to rouze their fears, and awaken their jealouſies. In 
the mean time, thoſe who, having had the greateſt ſhare in the 
former republican government, were the moſt uneaſy at the altera- 
tion of it, if not provoked, will not diſturb, and will inſenſibly grow 
uſed, and to ſome degree reconciled, to the preſent form, if gently 
and moderately adminiſtered. Many or moſt of theſe will be dead, 
by that time the young ſtadthouder comes to be of age, and the 
growing generation, who will be of age with him, will have ſeen, 
nor known, no other kind of government, and: will naturally look. 
up to a young prince. As for the herd of the people, a minor is 
always the object of their. compaſſion, and conſequently of their love. 
In theſe circumſtances, her royal highneſs may, if the pleaſes, fix 
and ſettle her ſon's future government upon a more ſolid founda- 
tion, than his father could have done. But if on the contrary, 
fpirit, which always means heat and fury, ſhould be the word, 
and the active and buſy adminiſtrations of your Catharines and. 
Marys of Medicis, your Anns of. Auſtria, &c. ſhould prove the 
model of your. gouvernante, that conduct, which very near deſtroy- 
ed them in an abſolute government, will ruin her family irre- 
trievably in a free one. 

Now I have ſhot my bolt, to another point. The duke of 
Newcaſtle told me this morning, that Mr. Yorke would go to the 
Hague in a few days, and that, in a few days after his- arrival. 
there, you would receive your orders to go to Bruſſels. 


Ereighton 
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Creighton gave me your melon ſeed, for which I thank you, | 
and which I rob you of with the leſs regret, as, by your own ac- 
count, you ſeem not to want any of leg quatre ſemences froides. 

I have no news to ſend you from hence; I have been too few: 
hours in town to know any, and am moreover too indifferent to 
aſk for any. | 

By a littte hᷣrochure, which my baron has ſent me, and which L 
take to be written under, at leaſt, the inſpection of the king of 

Pruſſia, it appears to me that ſome changes are intended to be 
made in the form of government of Sweden. If ſo, that may pro- 
duce ſome Northern ſquabbles, though I think they will be car-- 
ried on rather by the pen than the ſword. For I ſee very many 
good reaſons, why both Ruſſia and the king of. Pruſſia ſhould ra- 
ther ſcold than fight. But if. they ſhould come to blows, I foretel 0 
that Ruſſia will have the better on't. 

Pray make my compliments to my baron, and tell him, that I 
will ſoon ſend him a long and unintereſting letter: my waters, 
my journey, and my unſettled ſtate, for theſe laſt two months, have 
hindered me from doing it ſooner. . This is already too long, ſo 
good night to you. 


Yours... 


LET T E R. LXIV. 


TO THEY SAME. 


London, ors 15, O. S. 1751. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Have received yours of the 19th, . N. S. for which this is only ann! 
acknowledgment, but no equivalent. All the news of yeſter- 
day, ſuch as ſpeech, addreſſes, &c. you will have authentically from 
the office; and I have nothing to add to it.. „„ 
Sans vanite, as people commonly ſay, when they ſay a vain - 


thing, I am of my baron's opinion, and think it would not be the 
worſe. 


24 
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worſe for la gouvernante, if ſhe purſued the meaſures, which 1 
mentioned in my laſt. I would not give her juſt the advice, which 
lord Clarendon was accuſed of having given king Charles 1I. at 
his reſtoration, not to mind his friends, but to gain his enemics, 
But I would adviſe her to think rather more of gaining over reaſon- 
able enemies, than of gratifying unreaſonable friends. She ſhould 
conſult indiſcriminately the ableſt and the moſt reſpectable people 
of the ſeveral provinces, upon the ſingle principle of the public 
good, and without adopting their provincial piques and prejudices, 
She ſhould take off all. proſcriptions, and mitigate all that military 
{tuff of councils of war with unlimited powers, down to the mere 
neceſſary diſcipline of an army. Private and public ceconomy 
ſhould be her great objects, and if ſhe would act firmly upon ſuch 
principles, ſhe would not want our advice, but I beheve would do 
a great deal better without it. I would not deſire a finer part to 
act than ſhe has; and were I in her caſe, I would undertake to fix 
the preſent form of government, upon a more ſolid foundation, 
than it has been upon, ſince the time of William I. 

Lord Holderneſſe's baggage is not yet arrived, conſequently 
] have. not yet received my baron's bill of fare, but by a little ſpe- 
cimen of it, which he ſent me lately in a ſpecimen of a letter, I be- 
lieve I ſhall not be able to furniſh him with ſome of the rarities that 
he deſires; for he compoſes theſe bills of fare upon the advertiſe- 
ments in the news papers, and the paſtry cooks have been before 
hand with him, at this ſeaſon of minced pyes. He is now paſtorally 
inclined, and has wrote to me for ſome particular paſtorals, which 
to this hour I am very ſure no gentleman ever heared of or read. 

My boy ſet out this morning for Paris, improved a good deal, in 
my mind, du cote des manieres. Lord Albermarle has promiſed to 
employ him in his π⁰teau as much as if he were /ecretaire de [fgation, 
and, if he does, it will be juſt as well as if he were, the ſalary except- 
ed, which I do not much mind. In all events, he has time enough be- 
fore him, and if Paris will not do, ſome other place, ſome time or other, 
will. Make my compliments to madame Dayrolles. Adieu. 


Yours. 
LET- 
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LETTER LXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 6, O. S. 175 r. 
DEAR DAT ROLLE S, 


compliments. We are, I dare ſay, reciprocally glad to write 
to each other, whenever buſineſs does not interfere on your part, 
or lazineſs on mine; in either of which caſes be it underſtood, that 
the party at leiſure, or in humor, va toujours /on train, whether 
the other anſwers or not. 

Colonel Yorke has, I ſuppoſe, brought you your pals to Bruſſels, 
which I ſuppoſe too that you will ſoon make uſe of. The ſooner 
the better ; in the preſent ſituation of- affairs in the united provinces 
and at St. James's, that of an Engliſh minitter at the Hague 1s not to 
be envied, elle /era /cabreuſe, (it will be difficult)... „ #* 
In all events you will be out of the ſcrape, and I am very glad 


in very good odor here. 

Our parliament is fo unanimous, that the houſe of lords hardly ſits 
at all, and the houſe of commons ſeldom till three o'clock, to the 
infinite grief of the ſpeaker, who, I believe, would now willingly 
change with the firſt preſident of the parliament of Paris, which 
makes a greater figure at preſent. The beau monde is not quite in 
© "wch: a fins of ination, v2: 6 9. 0. #:.@ #:' # 
I have ſent my baron ſome bad books by colonel Yorke, whoſe 
departure did not give me time to ſend him the others, that he de- 
fired, which I will do by the firſt opportunity. I will ſend him 
two copies of Hammonds elegies, of which he will ſend you one to 
Bruſſels, if you are there before he receives them. His tender 
turn is a new one, and may poſlibly remove his fear of colliſion 


Her imperial majeſty's miniſter plenipotentiary in the low. countries. 


with 


0 long friendſhip neither requires, nor allows ceremony and 
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of it. If you get into any at Bruſſels with monſieur le marquis 
Botta d' Adorno, it will be of no great conſequence, as he is not 
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with human bodies. Pray, return him my thanks for les mômoiręs 
de Brandebourg, which I have at laſt received from lord Holdern eſſe, 
with a ſybils'leaf, which I ſnatched and ſaved from the wind. Pray, 
make my compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles. 


Yours faithfully, 


LS ITE RAVI: 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 14, O. S. 1752, 

'DEAR DAYROLLES, 
YESTERDAY 1 received yours of the 2 1ſt, N. S. You have done 
very wiſely in leaving the Hague, and preſenting your me- 
morial without further order; for had you waited here, for the 
return of it reviſed, corrected, and amended by his grace, you would 
have ſeen not only the funeral of the late, but the majority of the 
preſent, ſtadthouder; two objects that appear very difficult to be 
ſettled. If the gouvernante be not both in earneſt and in haſte to 
have a proper proviſion made for the probable caſe of her death, 
ſhe muſt be mad. Her ſon's life poſſibly may, but his power cer- 
tainly will, depend upon that previous care. The quomodo will not be 
ſo difficult there as it was here, there being no uncles in the 
queſtion. 
By all that I have heard of the character of the prince of 
Brunſwick *, I ſhould wiſh him to be the intermediate ſtadthouder 
under proper reſtrictions. A prince ſupported by any conſiderable 
power, or a Dutchman by any conſiderable party, might be equally 
dangerous; as on the other hand, a number of guardians of the 
ſeveral provinces would be ſo like the former republican govern- 
ment, that it might poſſibly revive it. M * # #+ # #* 
* Prince Lewis of Brunſwick, 

I know 
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I know of no one event to communicate to you; there never 
was ſo ſerene a winter as this. I will not trouble you with news ſo 
very old, and ſo long known, as my being 


vours moſt faithfully, 


LET 1 IE IN IAI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 7, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAT ROLLEs, 


Re S T poſt brought me your notification of your eſtabliſhment 
at Bruſſels: quod felix faulumgue ſit! You begin well at leaſt. 
You are ſoon to have a colleague there, not as miniſter, but as 
commiſſary for the barrier and the tarif. It was firſt offered to Tom 
Page at Chicheſter, whom I ſuppoſe you know ; but he refuſed it: 
now I believe it will be Mr. Mitchell *, a Scotch member of par- 
liament; he is a ſenſible good ſort of man, and eaſy to live with. 

Though madame Dayrolles has a very good natural color, yet, 
living with people ſo highly colored, if I were ſhe, I would allow 
myſelf an ounce of red to their pound, which I think would be a 
fair compoſition. 

All buſineſs or expectation of buſineſs is over in parliament, 
which ſits now only for details, ſuch as turnpike bills, poor bills, 
&c. and will certainly riſe the firſt week in April at fartheſt, when 
his majeſty propoſes going to Hanover, to ſettle the tranquillity of the 
North. I am called away ſuddenly : bon jour donc. | 

| C. 


* Afterwards fir Andrew Mitchell, knight of the Bath, and envoy extraordinary and plenipo- 
tentiary at the court of Berlin, 


VoL. II. Ccc LET- 


378 LOR D CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


LETTER LXVIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 17, O. S. 172. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 9 
ERE you half the ceconomiſt you are ſuppoſed to be, you 
would not pay for my letters, but return them to the poſt- 
man. If they only tell you, that I am your ſincere friend and fervant, 
they tell you nothing new. You have known it long, and the repe- 
tition of that aſſurance is not worth the ſhilling it coſts you. Any 
news, they can tell you, will, I fear, not be new news, and nothing 
is ſo dull as old news. Freſh virgin news, whether of a public or 
a private nature, does not come to my ſhare ; nor is it the object of 
my enquiries. 

The chapter of the garter, as I dare ſay you already know, was 
held laſt Friday. I was at it, and ſo was at leaſt half the town. The 
counteſs of Coventry appeared as ſuch, for the firſt time, at the chap- 
ter, and was afterwards preſented to the king, and, in the news-paper 
ſtyle, met with a moſt gracious reception. 

The king ſets out for Hanover as ſoon as ever he can, and that, I 
beheve, will be within three weeks. Much buſineſs is intended to 
be done at Hanover this year: the election of the king of the Ro- 
mans is to be attempted, which, I think, will now meet with very 
great difficulties, and two years ago would have met with none. 
France and Pruſſia have had time to work againſt it, and I fear with 
ſucceſs, at leaſt with ſo much, that it will now be the moſt conteſted, 
and the moſt important aftair, that hath happened theſe many 
years, It muſt have great, and God knows what, conſequences. 
France is able, but, I hope, at preſent not inclined, to quarrel. The 
houſe of Auſtria is always inclined to quarrel, though ſeldom 
able. The king of Pruſſia is inclined to fear Ruſſia; but 
Ruſſia is inclined to Englith ſubſidies, which England cannot par, 
and without which he will not fear Ruſſia. The republic of the 
united provinces is totally impotent. Three of the electors will 
Proteſt 
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proteſt againſt the other fix, and the princes will proteſt againſt all 
the electors, as to the queſtion an? This great buſineſs will engroſs 
the attention of all Europe this year; ſo that, I believe, the bar- 
 riere and the arif will be pretty much neglected till the next. In 
the mean time -I adviſe you and Mr. Mitchell, to divert yourſelves as 
well as ever you can at Bruſſels. But whenever you do proceed to 
buſineſs, remember to put the Dutch miniſters in the front of the 
battle, and ſuſtain them in every thing. As they are the moſt im- 
mediately concerned, you may truſt to them as to their demands; 
but then you muſt take care to ſupport them with ſo much vigor, 
that wherever they fail, as in many points they will, they may not 
lay the blame, which they would be willing enough to do, upon 
the flackneſs and indifference of the Englith commiſlaries, which 
would hurt you both here. 
My compliments to madame Dayrolles, and ſo we bid you heartily 
farewell. | 


C. 


LETTER LMX. 


TO THE SAME. | ll. 


London, April 17, O. S. 1752. L | 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
I DID not expect to have heard from you ſo ſoon, well know- 
ing the variety of trifling buſineſs, which always takes up more 
time than great buſineſs, that you muſt have been plagued with of 
late. I wiſh you joy of your good delivery from it.“ #* 
I am very glad to hear, that the election of the king of the Romans 

is in ſo fair a way. It tends eventually to preſerve. the peace of Eu- 
rope, which, I am ſure, is very neceſſary for this country in parti- 
cular. Pray, let me know as ſoon as you know, when and where 
that election is likely to be. My reaſon for thus intereſting my- 
ſelf, as to the time and place of it, is upon account of my boy, who, 
| Ccc2 | I am 
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I am determined, ſhall be at it, and I would adjuſt the other parts of 
my plan for his motions, to that circumſtance. He 1s to leaye 
Paris in about ſix weeks, and to go through the courts upon the 
Rhine in his way to Hanover, where I did not propoſe his arrival 
till September. But if the election ſhould be ſooner, he muſt be 
there ſooner, becauſe he is to go to that election in the /#i7e of one 
of the king's electoral ambaſladors, the only way, in which ſtran- 
gers, who are otherwiſe excluded the town upon that occaſion, can 
{ee that ceremony. Next March, he ſhall make his court to vou at 
Bruſſels for a month or two, where I will beg of you to employ him 
in your bureau, in the things of no importance, and alſo that you 
will make him read thoſe pieces, and give him thoſe verbal inſtruc- 
tions, which may put him au fait of the affairs of the barrier? 
and the 7arif. 

I am of your opinion, that your conferences. upon thoſe points 
will break up, as they have often done already, re infecla*. Nay, 
conſidering the reſolution, which you think is taken, of making 
Flanders once more a commercial country, it will be well if inſen— 
ſibly the Schelde be not opened, and the port of Antwerp reſtored, 
like that of Dunkirk, though contrary to treaties. That would be 
the laſt finiſhing ſtroke to the commerce of the united provinces, 
and would extremely affect ours. 

I have been extremely deaf, and conſequently extremely dull, 
this laſt fortnight.. I am ſomething better now, though far from being 
reſtored to my former hearing. As I have no cold, nor any bodily 
diſorder to aſcribe this deafneſs to, as ſymptomatical only, it makes 
me the more uneaſy, by reviving in my thoughts my ſtrong here- 
ditary right to it; a right, which, as I do not indefeaſibly allow 
even in kings, I would. by no means exert as a private man, but 
would very willingly part with it to any miniſter, to whom hearing 
is often diſagreeable, or to any fine woman, to whom it is often 
dangerous. But, whether deaf or dumb, blind or lame, for I am 
come to the period, at which one has only one's chance of diffe- 
rent ills, 1 ſhall be invariably and ſincerely, 

Yours, 


C. 
* Which actually proved to be the caſe. 
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LETTER LXL. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 19, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


* Is goes to you from a deaf crippleman, confined to his bed or 
his chair, for above a fortnight paſt. My little black mare, 


whom you have long known to be as quiet as any thing of her' 
ſex can be, wanted to drink in Hyde-park. Accordingly I rode 
her into one of the little ponds, and in order to let her drink I 
looſed the bridon, which, by her ſtooping, fell over her head. In 
backing her out of the pond, her foot unluckily engaged itſelf 
in the bridon ; in endeavouring to get.clear of it, ſhe hampered herſelf 
the more, and then, in a great /avt de mouton, ſhe fell backwards, 
and threw me with great violence about fix feet from her. I pitched 
directly upon my hip-bone, which, by unaccountable good fortune, . 
was neither fractured nor diflocated ; but the muſcles, nerves, &c. 
are ſo extremely bruiſed and ftrained, that to this moment, and this is 
the nineteenth day, I feel ſome pain, and cannot ſtand upon that leg 
at all. This confinement, eſpecially at this time of the year, when 
I long to be at Blackheath, is not, as you will eaſily gueſs, very 
agrecable ; and what makes it ſtill lets fo, is my increaſing deat- 
neſs. I have tried a thouſand infallible remedies, but all without 
fucceſs. I hope for ſome good from warm weather, for hitherto we 
have had none. But this 1s more than enough concerning my 
own infirmittes, which I am of an age to expect, and me hi- 
loſophy enough to bear without dejection.. 

I can much more eaſily conceive that your affairs go on very 
flowly, than I can that they ever will be finiſhed ; but in the mean 
time, vous tes bien, belle ville, bonne chere, et belle femme : make 
the moſt of them all, enjoy them while you can, and remember 
that our pleaſures, eſpecially our beſt, laſt too little a while to be 
trifled with or neglected. As for your buſineſs, you and Mitchel}, 
to whom my compliments, have nothing elſe to do, but to 


Put 
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put yourſelves behind your Dutch colleagues, whoſe diſtinguiſhing 
talent is to wrangle tenaciouſly upon details. 

I do not believe now, that a king of the Romans will be elected 
ſo ſoon as we thought; the court of Vienna, long accuſtomed to 
carry it's points, at the expence of it's allies, and ſenſible that we 
wiſh to bring this about, will not contribute any thing to. it. But 
truly we mult ſatisfy the electors and princes, who ſtand out ſtill, 
and form pretenſions, poſſibly becauſe they hope that it will fall to 
the ſhare of England, who pays well, to ſatisfy them. My young 
traveller will therefore, I fear, have full time to walk about Ger- 
many, before he has a call to Frankfort. He is now at Luneville, 
from whence he goes to Straſbourgh, and then follows the courſe 
of the Rhine, through Mayence, Manheim, Bonn, &c. to Hanover, 

By his laſt account of the preſent ſtate of France, the domeſtic 
diſorders are ſo great, and promiſe to be ſo much greater, that we 
have but little to fear from that quarter. The king 1s both hated 
and deſpiſed, which ſeldom happens to the ſane man. The clergy 
are implacable upon account of what he has done, and the par- 
lament is exaſperated, becauſe he will not do more. A ſpirit of 
licentiouſneſs, as to all matters of religion and government, is 
ſpread throughout the whole kingdom. It the neighbours of 
France are wile, they will be quiet, and let theſe feeds of diſcord 
germinate, as they certainly will do, if no foreign object checks 
their growth, and unites all parties in a common cauſe. 

Having now given you an account of my diſtempers, my philo- 
ſophy, and my politics, I will give you quarter, which I can tell you 
is great lenity in me; for a man, who can neither uſe his legs nor 
his ears, 1s very apt to be an unmercitul correſpondent, and to 
employ his hand and eyes at the expence of his friends. I cloſe 
this letter, and open a book. Adieu. 


Yours affectionately, 
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LETTER LXXI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Greenwich, June 30, O. S. 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


IN CE public events were neither the cauſe, nor the cement, 
of our long correſpondence, that private friendſhip, that be- 
gan, may een continue, without the aſſiſtance of foreign matter. 
We will reciprocally aſk, and tell one another, how we do, and 
what we do: if we do little worth telling, which is and will be. 
my caſe, our letters will be the ſhorter, but not the leſs welcome, 
for being only the meſſengers of friendſhip. 

I am here in my hermitage, very deaf, and conſequently alone. 
I read as much as my eyes will let me, and I walk and ride, as often 

as the worſt weather I ever knew will allow me. D'ailleurs good 
health, natural good ſpirits, ſome philoſophy, and long experience 
of the world, make me much leſs dejected and melancholy, than 
moſt people in my ſituation would be, or than I ſhould have been 
myſelf ſome years ago. I comfort myſelf with the reflection, that 
did not loſe the power, till after I had very near loſt the deſire, 
of hearing. I have been long and voluntarily deaf to the voice of 
ambition, and to the noiſe of buſineſs, ſo that I loſe nothing upon 
that head; and when I conſider how much of my lite is paſt, and 
how little of it according to the courſe of nature remains, I can 
almoſt perſuade myſelf, that J am no loſer at all. By all this, you 
ice that I am neither a dejected nor a ſour deaf man. 

In ſpite of this cold and rainy weather, I have already eaten- two 
or three of your canteloupe melons, which have proved excellent, 
and ſome very ripe muſcat grapes raiſed in my anana houſe, which 
is now ſtocked with African ananas, much ſuperior to the American 
ones. The growth, the education, and the perfection, of theſe 
vegetable children engage my care and attention, next to my corpo- 
ral one, who is now going to Hanover, and who I.hope will reward 
all my.care, as well as all my ananas have done. 


Adieu, my dear. Dayrolles. I am moſt affectionately and traly 


Yours, C. 
L E T- 
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LETTER LXXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, July 24, O. S. 1752, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Moſt heartily congratulate you upon the ſafe arrival of my god- 
fon, and madame Dayrolles upon his civil departure : but as 
for himſelf, conſidering the place he has left, and that which he 
is come into, I ſuſpend my congratulations, but moſt ſmcerely wiſh 
that he may have great reaſon to receive, and his friends to make 
him, thoſe congratulations, threeſcore years hence. When one is in 
the world, one muſt make the beft of it ; but, confidering what 
that beſt is upon the whole, I doubt it is only making the beſt of 
a bad bargain : however, may that beſt be as good to him, as it 
ever has been, or an be, to any body! *# #*# #+ # „„ „ #* 
A propos, pray give me credit for whatever 1s proper to be done 
with regard to nurſes, midwives, &c.; and do for me whatever you 
are to do for mon compere x. 

I am very far from reſolving not to try the Eyndhoven farmer f; 
but as all his ſkill can only conſiſt in a noſtram or two, which 
he indiſcriminately makes uſe of, I poſtpone that trial, till I have 
firſt taken all regular ſteps to no purpoſe. I have juſt now begun 
fumigations, from which I am promiſed wonders. Pumping at 
Bath is to be the next ſtep; and in caſe of neceſſity, even electrifi- 
cation 1s to be tried. For my own part, I expect no conſiderable 
relief; and rely much more upon my own temper and philoſophy 
to bear my misfortune tolerably, than I do upon any medicines to 
remove it. I ſuppoſe you have ſeen your old friend * * *, who 
made her huſband take the route of Flanders to Paris, in order, as 
ſhe ſaid, to make her court to yon. Cela ne ſent pas ſon vieux 
Dayrolles, enn, vieux, jeune, et belle, Dayrolles, fuſſies vous dix 
mille, je ſuis votre tres fidele ſerviteur. 

* The late duke of Newcaſt'e. | * 
+ Famous for curing deafneſs. 


LET- 


oo Sd * — _ 
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LETTER LXXII. 


TO THE SAME. _ 


London, Sept. 15, 1752+ | 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


JN the firſt place I make my collins to my godſon, who, 

I hope, ſucks and ſleeps heartily, and evacuates properly, 
which is all that can yet be deſired or expe from him. Though 
you, like a prudent father, I find, carry your thoughts a great deal 
farther, and are already forming the plan of his education, you 
have ſtill time to conſider of it; but yet not ſo much as people com- 
monly think, for I am very ſure that children are capable of a cer- 
tain degree of education, long before they are commonly thought 
to be ſo. At a year and a half old, I am perſuaded that a child 
might be made to comprehend the injuſtice of torturing flies and 
ſtrangling birds ; whereas they are commanly encouraged in both, 
and their hearts hardened by habit, There is another thing, which, 
as your family 1s, I ſuppoſe, conſtituted, may be taught him very 
early, and ſave him trouble and you expence, I mean languages. 
You have certainly ſome French ſervants, men or maids, in your 


| houſe. Let them be chiefly about him, when he is fix or ſeven 


months older, and ſpeak nothing but French to him, while you 
and madame Dayrolles ſpeak nothing to him but Engliſh ; by 
which means thoſe two languages will be equally familiar to him. 
By the time that he is three years old, he will be too heavy and too 
active for a maid to carry, or to follow him; and one of your foot- 
men muſt neceſſarily be appointed to attend him. Let that foot- 
man be a Saxon, who ſpeaks nothing but German, and who will 
of courſe teach him German without any trouble. A Saxon foot- 


man coſts no more than one of any other country, and you have 
two or three years to provide yourſelf with one upon a vacancy. 
German will, I fear, be always a uſeful language for an Engliſhman 
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to know, and it is a very difficult one to learn any other way than 
by habit. Some filly people will, I am ſure, tell you that you 
will confound the poor child ſo with theſe different languages, that 
he will jumble them all together and ſpeak no one well ; and this 
will be true for five or ſix years; but then he will ſeparate them 
of himſelf, and ſpeak them all perfectly. This plan, I am ſure, 
is a right one for the firſt ſeven years; and before the expiration 
of that time, we will think farther, 

My boy has been a good while at Hanover: he kiſſed the king's 
hand, which was all I expected or defired. Viſage de bois, you 
take for granted, et &etoit dans les formes. But the duke of New- 
caſtle has been moſt exceſſively kind and friendly to him; had 
him always to dine with him, even en famille, u m * #* #% *% 
I am really moſt extremely obliged to the duke of Newcaſtle, and 
will ſhew him that I am fo, if ever I have an opportunity. He 
is now gone to Brunſwick, and from thence goes to paſs the carni- 
val at Berlin: he will kiſs your hands at Bruſſels in March or April, 
unleſs an election of a king of the Romans ſhould call him to 
Frankfort; for I cannot help thinking, notwithſtanding what J 
read in the news-papers, and what you hint in your laſt, but that 
there will be a king of the Romans elected before it is long. That 
affair has been too eagerly and publickly purſued, to be now drop- 
ped without ridicule and diſgrace. At bottom, the court of Vienna 
muſt earneſtly with it, and it's pretended indifterence was merely 
to throw the whole expence upon us. We have been haggling 
all this time about it with the court of Vienna, which, I ſuppule, 
will at laſt be prevailed with to do ſomething, and we ſhall, accord- 
ing to cuſtom, do all the reft. The electors, who are to be paid 


for it, as thoſe of Palatine and Cologne, will be paid in a few 


ducats, and a great many guineas. 

I leave my hermitage at Blackheath next week for Bath, where 
I am to bathe. and pump my head; but I doubt it is with deaf 
people as with poets, when the head muſt be pumped, little good 
comes of it. However, I will try every thing, juſt as. I take a chance 
in every lottery, not expecting the great prize, but only to be 
within the poſſibility of having it. My compliments to madame 
Dayrolles. Adieu, mon cher enfant. C. 
; LET- 
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LETTER LXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, OR, 9, 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 
EFORE this packet will reach you, another little round packet 
of mine probably will; I mean Mr. Stanhope, who, by a letter 
of the 26th of September, which I have juſt received from him from 
Hanover, acquaints me, that he is ſetting out to make his court to 
you at Bruſſels. I know your friendſhip for me too well to want 
any new proofs of it; and therefore I do very ſeriouſly inſiſt, what- 
ever either your friendſhip to me, or your attention to him, might 
otherwiſe make you intend, that you do not make him lodge in your 
houſe. Let him be your gueſt at dinner or ſupper, as often as you 
pleaſe, but very poſitively no longer. A diflipated young fellow of 
twenty is a very improper piece of furniture in a regular family. 
In ſhort, en un mot comme en mille, all ceremony apart, I will not 
have him lodge in your houſe. Au re/te, I put him entirely into 
your hands, do whatever elſe you will with him. Thruſt him into 
company. Pray inform him a little of the affairs of the barriere 
and Zarif, which are not of a ſecret nature; and inform me truly, and 
de bonne foi, how you find him now. Has he better air, addreſs, 
and manners, than when you ſaw him laſt? I beg of you to re- 
primand him ſeriouſly if he has not. As being mine, look upon 
him as your own; as I ſhould look upon my godſon as mine, being 
yours, were he with me, and of an age to be rebuked and repri- 
manded for his good. 
I have been here now juſt a week, bliſtering, pumping, and drink- 
ing; by all which I think I have gained a lle, though very little 
as to my hearing. 


Yours moſt affectionstely, 


few objects, within my'own narrow circle, excite my attention enough 
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LETTER LXXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Oct. 18, 1752. 

F DEAR DAYROLLES, | | 
Yo UR laſt letter of the 6th, and my laſt of the roth, crofled 
one another ſomewhere upon the road, for I received yours 

four days after I had ſent mine. I think I rather gain ground, by 
the waters and other medicines : but if I do, it is but flowly, and by 
inches. I hear the perſon, who ſits or ftands near me, and who 
directs his voice in a ſtrait line to me, but I hear no part of a mixed 
converſation, and conſequently am no part of ſociety. However 1 
bear my misfortune befter than I believe moſt other people would; 
whether from reaſon, philoſophy, or conſtitution, I will not pretend 
to decide. If I have no very chearful, at leaſt I have no melancholy, 
moments. Books employ moſt of my Hours agreeably, and ſome 


to preſerve me from ennui. 
The chief of thoſe objects is now with you; and Iam very glad 
that he is, becauſe I expect, from your friendſhip, a true and con- 
fidential account of him. You will have time to analyſe him, and I 
do beg of you to tell me the worſt, as well as the beſt, of your diſ- 
coveries. When evils are incurable, it may be the part of one friend 
to conceal thern from another; but at his age, when no defect can 
have taken fo deep a root as to be immoveable, if proper care be 
taken, the friendly part is rather to tell me his defects than his per- 
fections. I promiſe you, upon my honor, the moſt inviolable ſe- 
crecy. Among the defects, that poſſibly he may have, I know one 
that I am ſure he has; it is, indeed, a negative fault, a fault of 
omiſſion, but ſtill it is a very great fault, with regard to the world. 
He wants that engaging addreſs, thoſe pleaſing manners, thoſe little 
attentions, that air, that 4, and thoſe graces, which all conſpire to 
make that firſt advantageous impreſſion upon people's minds, which 
13 
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is of fach infinite uſe through the whole courſe of life. It is a ſort 
of magic power, which prepoſſeſſes one at firſt ſight in favour of 
that perſon, makes one wiſh to be acquainted with him, and partial 
to all he ſays and does. I will maintain it to be more uſeful in 
buſineſs - than in love. This moſt neceſſary varniſh we want too 
much: pray recommend it ſtrongly, * #* „ „ #* #S + # 
He has, I dare ſay, told you, how exceedingly kind the duke of 
Newcaſtle was to him at Hanover, for he wrote me word with tranſ- 
ports of it. Faites un peu valorr cela, when you happen either to 
ſee or to write to his grace, but only as from yourſelf and hiſtorically. 
Add too, that you obſerve that I was extremely affected with it. 
In truth, I do intend to give him to the two brothers from their on, 
and have nothirig elſe to aſk of either, but their acceptance of him. 
In time, he may poſſibly not be quite uſeleſs to them. I have given 
him ſuch an education, that he may be of uſe to any court, and I wilt 
give him ſuch a proviſion, that he ſhall be a burthen to none. | 
As for my godfon, who, I aſſure you without compliment, en) ys: 
my next warmeſt wiſhes, you go a little too faſt, and think too far 
beforehand. No plan can poſſibly be now laid down for the ſecond 
ſeven years. His own natural turn and temper muſt be firſt diſ- 
covered, and your then ſituation will and ought to decide his deſti- 
nation. But I will add one conſideration with regard to theſe firſt. 
ſeven years. It is this. Pray let my godſon never know what a 
blow or a whipping 4s, unleſs for thoſe things for which, were he a 
man, he would deſerve them; ſuch as lying, cheating, making miſ- 


chief, and meditated malice. In any of thoſe cates, however young, 


let him be moſt ſeverely whipped. But either to threaten or whip 
him, for falling down, bepiſſing himſelf, or not ſtanding ſtill to have 
his head combed and his face waſhed, is a moſt unjuſt and abſurd. 
ſeverity ; and yet all theſe are the common cauſes of whipping. This 
hardens them to puniſhment, and confounds them as to the cauſes. 
of itz for, if a poor child is to be whipped equally for telling a lye,, 
or for a ſnotty noſe, he muſt of courſe think them equally criminal. 
Reaſon him, by fair means, out of all thoſe things, for which he 
will not be the worſe man; and flog him ſeverely for thoſe things 
only, for which the law would punith him as a man. 
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I have ordered Mr. Stanhope to paſs ſix weeks in Flanders, making 
Bruſſels his head quarters. I think he cannot know it as he ſhould 
do in lefs time; for I would have him {ſee all the conſiderable towns 
there, and be acquainted and faule at Bruſſels, where there is a 
great deal of good company, and, as I hear, a very polite court.— 
From thence he is to go to Holland for three months. Pray put 
him az fait of the Hague, which nobody can do better than you. 
I ſhall put him into Kreuningen's hands there, for the reading, and 
the conſtitutional part of the republic, of which I would have him 
moſt thoroughly informed. If, by any letters, you can be of uſe to 
him there, I know you will. I would fain have him know every 
thing of that country, of that government, of that court, and of that 
people, perfectly well. Their affairs and ours always have been, 
and always will be, intimately blended; and I ſhould be very ſorry 
that, like nine in ten of his countrymen, he ſhould take Holland to 
be the republic of the ſeven united provinces, and the ſtates-general 
for the ſovereign. Mais d force d'&tre ſourd je deviens bavard, (deaf- 
neſs makes me loquacious,) ſo a good night to you with madame 
Dayrolles, and I think that is wiſhing you both very well. 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER LXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Bath, OR. 25, 1752. 
DEAR BAYROLLES, 


Have this inſtant received yours of the 17th. If you are not par- 
tial to what belongs to me, I will hope, by your account, that 


1 


your little friend 1s improved in his air and manners ; there was un- 
Jloubtedly great room for it. If he does not divert himſelf ſo well 


at Bruſſels, as from the reputation of Bruſſels one might expect, he 
| | will 
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will only have the more time to inform himſelf of the very many 
things, that he ought to know relatively to Flanders. I am as much 


obliged to you for your intentions to lodge him in your þ6e,, as if 


he were actually lodged there; but I do ferioufly and earneſtly inſiſt 
that he be not your lodger. When he comes even to London, he 


ſhall not lodge in my houſe, though it is full big enough to hold 

him : but youth and ſpirits never do well under the ſame roof with 
age and gravity. Do not think from this, that I call you an old fel- 
low. God forbid! but you will allow yourſelf to be ſomething older, 


and rather graver, than a boy of not quite one and twenty. 

I think I gain a little ground by pumping my head, and by all 
the other operations which I undergo here; but it is very little. 
Adieu, mon cher enfant. | 8 
Yours faithfully, 

. 


LETTER LXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Oct. 30, 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Am very ſure that yeu are much more concerned than I am, at 

the accident, that happened between you and marquis de Botta, 
relatively to my boy. My greateſt concern ariſes from the appre- 
henfions, that is may poſſibly affect you. at that formal court: it it 
does not, there is no. harm done. You conducted yourſelf in the 
whole affair, with all the prudence of a man much leſs iraſcible than 
you naturally are, eſpecially where your friends are concerned. As 
tor the boy himſelf, people in his ſituation muſt ſometimes expect 
diſagreeable things of that nature; and I have made uſe of this in- 


cident in my letter to him, to ſhew him how neceſſary it is for him 
to counterbalance this diſadvantage, by ſuperior merit and know 


ledge 
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ledge. He has. defired to go again to Paris; which I have very wil. 
lingly conſented to, as he is received there in the beſt companies, and 
employed by lord Albemarle in the moſt ſectet correſpondence.--. 


This incident makes me ſtill more deſirous than before, that the 


duke of Newcaſtle's propoſal for him may take place (a); which, to- 
gether with his being in parliament, as he will be in the next, will 


put an end to all theſe diſcuſhons. Adieu; I have pelted you lately 
with ſo many letters, that you will be afraid, for ſome time, of 
every poſt from England. 


Yours moſt affe&ionately and ſincerely, 
C. 


nnn... 


LETTER LXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Dec. 14, 1752. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
Returned here yeſterday from Bath, the better in my health, but 
little ſo in my hearing, for the ſtay I made there. The bathing, 
and pumping my head, did me a great deal of good at firſt ; but 1 
gradually loſt what ground I had gained, and am now juſt as deaf 
as when I went there. Thus deaf, and not having been four and 
twenty hours in town, you will eaſily judge that I have ſeen little, 
and heared leſs, * * #* # #* + + #+ # # '# 
Your little friend and ſervant is at Paris, where he will continue 
three or four months longer, and where I hope he will learn more 
manners and attentions. If I can get him into this parliament for 
any of the vacant boroughs, I will; and that, as you juſtly obſerve, 
will remove all difficulties : but I fear they are all engaged. I am 
hurried at preſent by viſits and ceremonies, though, thank God, not 


by buſineſs; ſo muſt abruptly wiſh you all well, and tell you that! 


am moſt ſincerely 
8 Yours, 
C. 


(a) The appointment to the place of reſident at Venice, which, after all, the king refuſed 10 
grant to Mr, Stanhope, See Memoirs, ſe&. VI. 
L E T- 
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; LETTER LXXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 16, 1753. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I is true that I have been long ſilent, and am, contrary to cuſtom, 

two letters in your debt. I would have paid better, had my ſpecie 
been better, but it is really ſo bad, that it would be both impudent 
and fraudulent in me to pretend to give it currency. But ſince you 
will take it, for the ſake of him, whoſe image and inſcription it 
wears, you ſhall have it, and with my wiſhes that it were better. 

I grow deafer and conſequently more / from ſociety every day. 
I can now ſay of the world as the man in Hamlet, Mat is Hecuba to 
me, or I to Hecuba? My beſt wiſhes, however, will attend my 
friends, though all my hopes have left me. I have in vain tried a 
thouſand things, that have done others good in the like caſe, and will 
go on trying, having fo little to loſe, and ſo much to get. The 
chapter of knowledge is a very ſhort, but the chapter of accidents: is 
a very long one: I will keep dipping in it, for ſometimes a con- 
currence of unknown and unforeſeen circumſtances, in the medicine 
and the diſeaſe, may produce an unexpected and lacky hit. But no 
more of myſelf; that ſelf, as now circumſtanced, being but a diſ- 
agreeable ſubject to us both, 

I am very glad to hear that my 8 flouriſhes. I hope he is 
very noiſy and very active, which, at his age, are the only ſymptoms 
of health and parts. „ % % # 56 # # 8-0 6: # 

I believe. you are not at all ſorry, for in your caſe I know I ſhould 
not, that your great men have taken your negociations out of your 
hands. It ſecures you miniſters of a ſubordinate rank from any 
blame, in whatſoever manner the negociations may be concluded, it 
ever they are concluded at all. The credit or the blame will be 
theirs, the appointments ex attendant are yours. Adieu, my dear 
Dayrolles. I am moſt warmly and affectionately, 

| Yours, 
C. 
Vol. II. E e e „ 
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TO THE SAME. 


London, March r3, 1753. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 
% © + M * * * T THINK it is very lucky for you in- 
ferior miniſters, that thoſe de la premiere volbe* have taken the 
work off your hands; for the blame, which always exceeds the honor 
in thoſe affairs, will be theirs too. A good tariff, if we can get one, 
would be a good thing; but for the barriere, I could wiſh that there 
were no treaty at all, and that the Dutch would, as they eaſily might, 
make their own interior barriere impenetrable, and leave the care of 
Flanders entirely to the houſe of Auſtria, who would, in that caſe, 
take care of it, notwithſtanding all they give out concerning it, as 
that it is an expence to them, and only of ufe to the maritime powers, 
They know the contrary, and they know that it is the ſingle point 
of union between them and the maritime powers, a connection, 
which they would be very ſorry to loſe. That.haughty houſe ought 
to be made ſenſible, that the money and the fleets of the maritime 
powers are more neceſſary to them, than their land forces are to the 
maritime powers. The late duke of Marlborough, for his own 
private intereſt, laid the foundation of our ſubſerviency to the court 
of Vienna. Upon the ſame principle, the late king carried it on till, 
upon private pique in the year 1725, he ran into the other extreme, 
and, by the treaty of Hanover, more abſurdly threw himſelf into 
the arms, and conſequently into a dependency, of the houſe of Bour- 
bon. England ought to be the friend, but neither the ſlave nor the 
bubble, of the houſe of Auſtria; we have nothing to fear but from 
the houſe of Bourbon. 
Hanover is frightened by the king of Pruſſia's ordering an en- 
campment at Magdebourg, which he does only to frighten them, 


Count, now prince Kaunitz, and count Bentinck, who repaired to Bruſſels upon this occaſion, 
but to as little purpoſe as the commiſſaries. 


4 for 
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for he dares not touch them, even ſhould we take one of his Embden 
ſhips, which-I dare ſay we ſhall not. He is a great deal too wiſe to 
attack Hanover, without being previouſly very ſure of ſome things, 
which I am ſure that he cannot be ſure of. He muſt be ſure, that, 
in conſequence of ſuch a meaſure, the two empreſſes will not fall 
upon both ends of his dominions, and he muſt be as ſure, that France 
will effectually aſſiſt him. He is fure of no one of theſe things: he is 
certainly an able man, and therefore I am ſure that he will be quiet. 
But what have I to do, my dear Dayrolles, either to talk or think 
of theſe matters, which I long ago renounced by choice, and am 
now unfit for from neceſſity? And what is public life to me, who am 
cut off from all the comforts even of ſocial ? This political excurſion, 
which is n re/te de Phomme d'affaires, (the remains of the man of 
buſineſs) puts me in mind of Harlequin's making ſeveral paſſes againſt 
the wall, par un reſie de bravoure, (from a remainder of bravery.) 
By your account, madame de Mirepoix has had one fine night 
on't: could I have ſuch a one for my ears, as ſhe has had for her 
whole head, I ſhould prefer it to the beſt night I ever paſſed in my 
life; but ſleep is now the only buſineſs, and the only hope, of my 
nights. It is my greateſt comfort, for it baniſhes the thoughts of 
my deafneſs, and my deafneſs in return renders my ſleep leſs liable 
to interruption. : 

Your little friend will come here from Paris in about a month. 
„ © SS SV S009 SS 8-00 @ 0: #8 
My compliments to madame Dayrolles; and lay by a ſtock of them 
tor my godſon, to deliver to him, when he ſhall be willing or able 
to receive them. | 


Yours moſt affectionately, 


C. 


Eee - | E T- 
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LETTER LXXXI. 


TO THE SAME, 
| London, April 6, 1953, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

%* „W #% %* M #* * * HERE is a comte de Paar arrived 
from Bruſſels, who brought me a letter from my old friend, and 
your preſent ally, monſieur Van Haaren *. He dines with me to- 
morrow, though God knows that, deaf as I am, I am very unfit 
to do the honors of either my own country, or my own houſe, to 
foreigners. He ſeems to be a very good ſort of man, — la 
morgue Autrichienne, (the Auſtrian pride.) 

Jam now, for the firſt time in my life, impatient for the ſummer, 
that I may 8⁰ and hide myſelf at Blackheath, and converſe with my 
vegetables d'egal d gal, which is all that a deaf man can pretend to. 
I propoſe to migrate there in about three weeks, and idle away the 
ſummer, without fearing, or wiſhing, the return of winter. Deaf 
as I am, I would not change the interior quiet and tranquillity of my 
mind, for the full poſſeſſion. of all the objects of my former purſuits. 
I know their futility, and I know now, that one can only find real 
happineſs within one's ſelf. Adieu, my dear friend. 

Yours affection; ate] y, 
C. 


LET TER LXX III. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, May 25, 1753. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


I Suſpended the courſe of my letters for ſome time, from mere 
compaſſion to you. Dull they muſt be from one, who has 
neither buſineſs nor pleaſure, and whoſe fancy muſt conſequently 


* The Dutch miniſter. at Bruſſels, 
5 ſtagnate. 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK IT. LET, LXXXI. — LXXXIIL 397 


ſtagnate. Our friendſhip only can make them either worth writin g 
or reading, and it 1s upon that principle only that this goes to you. 
I hope it will find you, madame Dayrolles, and my godſon, all well; 
I am ſure I ſincerely with it. ; 
1 go next week to Blackheath for the whole ſummer, if we are 
to have any, there to read and ſaunter in quiet. That place agrees 
with my health, and becomes my preſent ſituation. - It employs my 
eyes, my own legs, and my horſes agreeably, without having any 
demand upon nay ears, ſo that I almoſt forget ſometimes that I have 
loſt them. | | X | 
* * 1 arrived here laſt Saturday, but I have not ſeen him, and 
very probably ſhall not; for I believe he will not ſeek me, and I ſeek 
nobody. Some ſay, that he is come over to tranſact great and im- 
portant affairs; but others ſay, and I have ſome reaſon to think with. 
more truth, that he is come parce qu'il boude, (becauſe he pouts) and. 
threatens with retiring from buſineſs, * * „„ „ „ „ 
Good night. 
Yours ſincerely, 

C. 


LETTER LXXXIII.. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 22, 1753:- 
- DEAR DAYROLLES,. 


T is very true, that I am very well in health; but I can aſſure you 
that my deafneſs is much more than a thickneſs of hearing, and 
that Jam very far from being a ſocial animal. I will never be an 
unſocial one, however, and I will wiſh my fellow-creatures as well 
as if I heard them. I have natural good ſpirits to ſupport. me 
under this misfortune, and philoſophy enough not to grieve under 
any, that I cannot remove, bodily pain excepted, of which, thank 
God, I have had as ſmall a ſhare as any body of my age, perhaps 


Sen. 
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even a ſmaller. My only ſociety is the perſon, who, for the time 
being, fits near me. It is a great ſatisfaction to me to reflect, that 1 
retired from buſineſs to the comforts of a quiet and private life, 
before my unfortunate deafneſs reduced me to the neceſſity of doing 
it, or it would never have been thought choice, had it been ever ſo 
truly ſo, the generality of mankind not having the leaſt notion of 
gving- up-power or -pagar.: © 9: 4-00, S-S:- 6 

I hope 'my godſon and madame Dayrolles's ſon will divert part 
of ber grief for the loſs of her father, and it is her duty to think 
more of one, to whom her attention is both uſeful and neceſſary, 
than of one, to whom all grief is unavailing. Wiſe people may ſay 
what they will, but one paſſion 1s never cured but by another: grief 
cannot be talked away, but it may and will be inſenſibly removed 
by other objects of one's attention. You ſhould, therefore, put my 
godſon much in her way, and talk to her conſtantly upon his ſubject. 
Au re/te, your precaution about him is, I hope and believe, very un- 
neceflary, though eventually very prudent. You will probably live, 
till he will want no guardians. In the courſe of nature, not to men- 
tion my ſhattered conſtitution, I probably ſhall not; but however, in 
the uncertainty of events, I accept that mark of your friendſhip and 
confidence, which you propoſe giving me, and promiſe you in return, 
that, ſhould the caſe exiſt, which I both hope and believe will not, 
I will take the ſame care of my godſon, that I would, were he my 
own ſon. But, as I am utterly ignorant of all pecuniary affairs, I 
could rather wiſh, that you would appoint proper truſtees for the 
care of his fortune, and me only guardian of his perſon and 
education. 

I ſuppoſe he now aims at ſome words, and, conſidering the com- 
poſition of your family, I ſuppoſe in various languages: all the better, 
let him go on with all the languages of Babel if he pleaſes, Engliſh, 
French, Flemiſh, and German, for though he will certainly jumble 
and confound them now, he will as certainly debrouiller them here- 
after, and it will be ſo much clear gain for him, without any trouble. 
Pray let him neither be chid nor whipped for any childiſh trick, 
but reſerve chiding and whipping for his firſt deliberate act of ob- 

ſtinacy, 
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ſtinacy, falſhood, or ill- nature, and then do it to the purpoſe. I am 
perſuaded that a child of a year and a half old is to be reaſoned with. 
The bill, which paſſed laſt ſeſſion, for the naturalization of the 


Jews, and which was a very right one, makes a ſtrange noiſe among 


the generality of the people here. Many really think it, and many 
pretend to think it, calculated and intended for the deſtruction: of 
the Chriſtian religion in this kingdom, which they tell you will be- 
come the new Jeruſalem, and be not only inhabited, but governed 


by the Jews. Among the thouſand abſurd and ſcurrilous pamphlets, 


letters, and advertiſements, that have been publiſhed upon this oc- 


caſion, there has been but one good conceit, and that I think has 


ſome humor in it. It is an advertifement inſerted lately in the 
evening poſt, as from a. ſurgeon, who takes the liberty to inform the 


public upon this occaſion, that he has a fine hand at circumciſion of 


adult perſons as well as children, and that he performs that operation 
with little pain and no danger to the patient, and at the moſt reaſon- 
able rate. x * , &-S SV 

From a hermitage, this is, I think, a very long letter and full of 
news. You may very probably think the letter too long, and the 


news too old; but I will conclude it with a piece of much ſtaler and. 


older news, which you have known theſe twenty years, that I _ 
affectionately and fincerely, 


Yours, | 
Ce. 


L E.T T E R. LXXXIV.. 


Blackheath, Aug. 16, 1753. 
DEAR DAT ROLLE S, 


* O U very much over-rate an office of friendſhip, which I both 
hope and believe it will never be in my power to perform. 
There is little probability, I had almoit ſaid poſſibility, that my 


ſhattered: 
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ſhattered carcaſe, with twenty years more over my head, ſhould ſur. 
vive your ſtrong and healthy conſtitution, in the meridian of your 
life. But, ſhould the unaccountable chapter of accidents determine 
otherwiſe, you may depend upon my taking all the care of my 
godſon, that his mother would take, and at the ſame time with all 
the ſtrictneſs, that a father ought to uſe. I owe you much more 
than that, in return for your conſtant friendſhip and attachment to 
me, in all times and upon all occaſions, ſince our firſt acquaintance, 
With regard to myſelf, I might have added the epithet ſingular ; 
for I have not met with the ſame return from many others, for 
whom I have done much more. I forgive them, becauſe it is the 
general way of the world; but then that reflection endears thoſe 
to one the more, who have virtue enough to deviate from it. 

The good biſhop of Waterford *, ſingular too in the goodneſs and 
tenderneſs of his heart, is now ik with me, but ſets out to-morrow 
for Ireland. He was charmed with your reception of him at Bruſſels. 
He gives me a good account of the health and ſtrength of nay god- 
ſon, and tells me what, begging your pardon, I am not ſorry to 
hear, that the reſemblance of his mother is predominant. If you 
are angry at me for this, complain to madam Dayrolles, who 
probably will not; and ſo I ſhall have one friend in the _ 
r T 

I ſhall bring your little friend into the next parliament. In hs 
mean time, I ſhall re-export him, for he ſhall not idle and ſaunter 
about the town of London next winter. He goes in about three 
weeks, firſt to Holland for a month or ſo, and from thence to the 
three electoral courts of Bonn, Manheim, and Munich, where there 
are never any Englith, for that is my great object. He has conver- 
ied with them but too much in France, where they now ſwarm. 

As ſoon as I have diſpatched him, I ſhall ſet out for Bath, and 
try what a ſecond boiling and pumping will do for me. Within 
theſe laſt three weeks, I am grown much deafer, without being 
able to aſſign any other cauſe for it than the natural progreſſion of 


* Dr. Chenevix. 
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ills. faut patienter; and whether deaf, dumb, or blind, I ſhall 
always be, my dear Dayrolles, 


Moſt faithfully yours, 


LETTER LXXXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov, 16, 17 53. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


8 I know that you intereſt yourſelf more in what is perſonal 
to myſelf, than in what only relates to others, I delayed an- 
ſwering your laſt, till after my return from Bath, when I could 
give you ſome account of myſelf. It is not ſuch a one, as we could 
wiſh, for though the waters have done a great deal of good to my 
general ſtate of health, they have not done me the leaſt, in the eſſen- 
tial point of deafneſs. I am full as deaf, conſequently, full as ab/urd, 
as ever. I give up all hopes of cure; I know my place, and form 
my plan accordingly, for I ſtrike ſociety out of it. I muſt ſupply 
it's place as well as I can, with reading, writing, walking, riding, 
gardening, &c. though all theſe together ſtill leave a great void, 
into which wearineſs and regret will ſlip, in ſpite of all one's endea- 
vours to baniſh them. But enough of this diſagreeable ſubject. 
Yeſterday the parliament met ; and the duke of Newcaſtle, fright- 
ened at the groundleſs and ſenſeleſs clamors againſt the Jew-bill 
paſſed laſt year, moved for the repeal of it, and accordingly it: is 
to be repealed. | SE. AO ⏑⏑ f—⁹ ſ=ſ JO. SG. W 9. 
Things are very quiet here, excepting the univerſal drunkenneſs | 
of the whole people of England, which is already begun by way 
of preface to the approaching elections. Parliament ſtock riſes ex- 
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tremely; : and one man, an Eaſt-India director, I think, has bought 
the whole borough of *, which confifts of ninety votes, at fifty 
guineas a man. This, by the way, is not reckoned a very dear bar- 
gain neither. The fury of this war is chiefly whig againſt whig, 
for the tories are pretty much out of the queſtion ; ſo that, after 
the new parliament ſhall be choſen, the greateſt difficulty upon the 
adminiſtration will be, to find paſture enough for the bealts, that 
they muſt feed. „„ # „ „ „ „ # #* + # # 

My plantation is of a very different nature from yours, and is all 
confined to my little ſpot of earth at Blackheath, which I now cul- 
tivate with as great eagerneſs, as ever I did any other ſpot in my 
life. I have turned my green-houſe into a grape-houſe, which, 
with the help of a little fire, ſupplies me with an immenſe quantity 
of muſcat grapes, and as ripe as I pleaſe to have them, the climate 
depending wholly upon my orders. Theſe two little bits of gar- 
den, tels que vous les.aves vis, ſupplied me laſt ſummer with a 
ſufficient quantity of the beſt fruits I ever eat. Such are now the 
quiet amuſements of your retired, deaf, and inſignificant 


Friend and ſervant,. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Jan. 1, 11.84 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


O U fine gentlemen, who have never committed the ſin or 

the folly of ſcribbling, think that all thoſe, who have, can do 

it again, whenever they pleaſe ; but you are much miſtaken : the 
pen has not only it's moments, but it's hours, it's days of impotence, 
and 3s no more obedient to the will, than other things have been 
ſince 
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ſince the fall. Unſucceſsful and ineffectual attempts are. alike diſ- 
agreeable and diſgraceful. It is true, I have nothing eWe to do but 
to write, and for that very reaſon perhaps, I ſhould: do it worſe 
than ever ; what was formerly an ac} of choice, is now become the 
refuge of neceſſity. Though I keep up a certain equality of ſpirits, 
better I believe than moſt people would do in my unfortunate ſitua- 
tion, yet you muſt not ſuppoſe, that I have ever that flow of active 
ſpirits, which is ſo neceſſary to enable one to do any thing well. 
Beſides, as the pride of the human heart extends itſelf beyond the 
ſhort ſpan of our lives, all people are anxious and jealous, authors 
perhaps more ſo than any others, of what will be thought and ſaid 
of them, at a time when they cannot know, and therefore ought 
not reaſonably to care, for either. Notwithſtanding all theſe dit- 
ficulties, I will confeſs to you that I often fcribble, but at the ſame 
time proteſt to you that I almoſt as often burn. I judge myſelf 
as impartially, and I hope more ſeverely, than I do others; aud 
upon an appeal from myſelf to myſelf, I frequently condemn the 
next day, what I had approved and applauded the former, What 
will finally come of all this I do not know; nothing I am ſure, that 
ſhall appear, while I am alive, except by chance ſome ſhort trifling 
eſſays, like the ſpectators, upon ſome new folly or abſurdity that 
may happen to ſtrike me, as I have now and then helped Mr. 
Fitz-Adam in his weekly paper called the World. 
The Iriſh part of the world, I take it for granted you have heard, 
is in the utmoſt confuſion, and I now fear, and the more becauſe I 
cannot foreſee, the conſequences of it. -The beginning of the whole 
affair was only the old queſtion, who ſhould govern the government ; 
this produced violent perſonal piques and acrimony, and conſequent- 
ly formed, and animated, parties. While theſe parties avowed 
and confined themſelves to perfonal views, it ſignified little to the 
public which prevailed, but now the affair is become national, and 
conſequently very ſerious. The ſpeaker's party, which is now, by 
the ill management of others, become the majority of the houſe, 
deny the king's right to the ſurpluſes of the Iriſh revenue, and in 
conſequence of that principle, have rejected a bill for the application 
of them, becauſe the council here had inſerted, and nghtly, in 
| . the 
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the preamble of the bill, theſe words, by and with the conſent of his 
majeſty. It is believed, that the houſe of commons will proceed 
i e & 6 
This only is certain, that the duke of Dorſet is making what haſte 
he can to come over here, and will not, nor cannot, go back again, 
Various ſucceſſors are talked of, but I believe no one fixed. Some 
talk of lord Holderneſſe, who in that caſe, they ſay, is to be ſucceed- 
ed in the ſecretary's office, by the ſollicitor general, Murray. Others 
talk of lord Winchelſea, as recommended by lord Granville, and 
this I think not improbable ; but ſome, who go deeper, name the 
duke of Bedford, and this, I think, by no means impoſlible. 
This is the ſeaſon of well-bred lyes indiſcriminately, told by all to 
all; profeſſions and wiſhes unfelt and unmeant, degraded by uſe, 
and profaned by falſhood, are laviſhed with profuſion. Mine for 
you, Mrs. Dayrolles, and my godſon, are too honeſt and ſincere to 
keep ſuch company, or to wear their dreſs. Judge of them then 
_ yourſelves, without my ſaying any ming more, than that I am moſt 
heartily and faithfully yours, 


C. 


| LETTER LXXXVE 
TO THE. SAME. 


London, March 1, 1754. 


| DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| 1 Have been lately very ill, and am ſtill far from being very well. 
| | My complaint was a goutiſh rheumatiſm, or a rheumatic gout; 
| its principal ſeat was in my right arm, of which I loſt the uſe for 
| three weeks, but it viſited all the other parts of my body by turns, 
| not excepting my head and ſtomach. The weather was then ſo 
| very cold, that I was confined to my room above a month, and great 
part of that time to my bed. I am now free from pain, and got 
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abroad again, if going chiefly to take the air in my coach can be 
called going abroad; but what with the diſtemper itſelf, and the 
great, though neceſſary, evacuations, I am ſtill very weak, and 
extremely diſpirited. Mais d quelque choſe malbeur et bon, dit on, 
for probably this weak ſtate, joined to my former deafneſs, will 
procure me the pleaſure of ſeeing you and yours at Bruſſels, in 
about two months time. The learned inſiſt upon my going to 
Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa, which, they promiſe me, will reſtore my 
health and ſpirits, and perhaps relieve my deafneſs, if it proceeds, 
as both they and I believe it does, from that flying goutiſh humor. 
Were it only to prolong the fag end of my tattered life, I am 
ſure I would not take the trouble of this journey ; but I undertake 
it merely in the hopes of making the remainder of my life, be it 
what it will, more eaſy and comfortable. If it will but do that, 
it is all I aſk ; and for that I would go any where. Pleaſures are. 
over with me; negative health and quiet are the only remaining. 
objects of my withes. At this moment, I know that you are allot-- 
ting me a bed-chamber in your houſe, and reſolving to write to- 
me to inſiſt upon my taking up my quarters there. But as I am 
very ſure, that theſe intended offers are not the reſult of form and. 
ceremony, but of real friendſhip, I will, with the ſame truth and 
ſincerity, tell you, that if you would have me eaſy, as I am ſure 
you would, you muſt let me fleep at an inn in Bruſſels. I will 
breakfaſt, dine, and ſup with you, and 1 will make uſe of your 
coach to carry me from my inn to your houſe, for I will ſet ny 
foot in no other, and back again; but it has been my rule for theſe 
forty years, never to be in a friend's houſe, when, I could be at an 
inn, it being ſo. much more convenient to both. This preliminany 
being thus fixed, I hope to ſup with you at Bruſſels, ſome day of. 
the laſt week in April, becauſe I would be at Spa the firſt week in 
May, that I may get away from thence before the faſhionable ſeaſon 
begins,. which is about the middle of July. Pray mention this 
ſcheme of mine to no mortal living, becauſe that, like ſome great 
German prince, though not for the ſame reaſons, I will, as far as 
poſſible, keep the ſtricteſt incognito. I have done with the world 
and with thoſe who are of it ; and any civilities,, which they might 


406 LoRD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS. 


{till ſhew me, would only diſtreſs me, and make me feel more 

ſenſibly my inability of either returning or hearing them. I know 

comte de Lannoy and others at Bruſſels; but, in my preſent ſitu- 

ation, I ſhould dread to ſee them, and I hope 1 ſhall have all Spa 

to myſelf, and my friend and doctor Garnier, who goes along with 
| me, during our reſidence there. 

I am too much e, too much ſecluded from either the buf 7 
or the beau monde, to give you any account of either. The ac. 
counts of my own microcoſm I have given you; a ſcurvy one 
it is, much ſhattered and decayed, but the heart, that ſtill animates 
it, is moſt ſincerely and faithfully, 

Yours, 


C. 


| LETTER LXXXVI. - 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, April 2, 1754. 
| DEAR DAYROLLES, 
| + + *# *# * THE preliminaries for our meeting at Bruſſels 
| have been ſooner and better ſettled, than thoſe for the tarif and 
| | | barriere were. I am to find myſelf with fleep, and you are to 
find me with every thing elſe, that is, you are to treat, you are 
to furniſh the matter, and I am to digeſt it as well as I can, 
A propos, this ſaggeſts to me a little commiſſion, which you mult 
allow me to trouble you with. I ſhall not carry my cook with me 
| to Spa, both for my own ſake and his. He is a very good cook ; 
| but as he has no ſettled averſion to drinking, he would find bad wine 
and bad company very cheap there, and be ſpoiled. Beſides he would 
tempt me with things which, as I am reſolved not to eat of, I am 
| | determined not to ſee, while I am at Spa. I wiſh therefore, that 
you could find me at Bruſſels an humble marmiton, tournebrocbe, 


4 or 
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or other animal, Who could roaſt and boil decently, and do nothing 
more. If you can. find ſuch a being, pray engage him for me, at ſo 
much certain a week, including wages, board wages, and every 
thing, from the goth of this. month. As, in going to Spa, I ſhall- 
ſtay but one whole day and two nights at Bruſſels, I think I need 
not take any other name for privacy's ſake. For let who will know 
of my arrival, as to be ſure comte Lannoy muſt, ne bougeant de 
chez vous je ſerai a Pabri des viſites, (not ſtirring from your houſe 

I ſhall eſcape viſits.) | 
You have heard, no doubt, of the very many removes at court, 
occaſioned by Mr. Pelham's death, more, I believe, than were ever 
made at any one time, unleſs in a total change of miniſtry, which 
is by no means the caſe at preſent, the power being continued, and 
in my opinion more ſecurely than ever, in the ſame hands. 1. 
will not therefore repeat to you what you have already found in 
the news-papers, and the office letters. Still leſs will I trouble you | 
with the millions of abſurd reaſonings, and ſpeculations, of the 
uninformed, and almoſt always miſtaken, volunteer politicians. 
But, when we meet, I will tell you the few things, that have acci- 
dentally come to my knowledge, and that I have reaſon to believe 
are true. This in the mean time is certain, that the parliament will 
be diflolved next Saturday, and that the writs for the new one 
will be iſſued on the Tueſday following, the gth.. After which day, 
till forty days afterwards, you may depend upon it, that much the 
greater part of this kingdom will be uninterruptedly drunk, My. 
boy will be choſen without the leaſt oppoſition or trouble, x * # 
It was abſolutely neceſſary for him to be in parliament. He is now 
at Manheim, and is to come to me at Spa, from whence, in our. 
return to England, he will kiſs your hands at Bruſſels. 1 flatter. 
myſelf that he will do in the houſe of commons, where /es manzeres, 
les attentions, et les graces, are by no means the moſt neceſſary 
qualifications, Good night. 


Yours moſt faithfully, 
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LETTER LNENIX. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, April 23, 1754, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

ERE I to anſwer Mrs. Dayrolles's compliment as a fine gen- 
tleman, I would tell her that prudence forbids me to ſtay more 
than one day at Bruſſels, that more would be too dangerous, and that 
even the recovery of my health would not make me amends for the 
loſs of my liberty. But to anſwer more in character, that is as a deaf 
old fellow, I muſt tell her the truth, which is, that, loving eaſe and 
quiet as I do, I tranſport myſelt with as much unwillingneſs as any 
convict at the Old Baily is tranſported, and I prefer it only as the 
leſſer evil of the two. My ſtay abroad will conſequently be as ſhort 
as my health, the object for which I go, will poſſibly allow, for ! 
confeſs that my impatience to return to my cell at Blackheath is 
extreme; and I muſt be there by the middle of July at fartheſt.--- 
Formerly I did not much diſlike the Tartar kind of lite, of camping 
from place to place, but now there is nothing that I diſlike ſo much. 
Moreover I can aſſure you, that both Mrs. Dayrolles's lungs and yours 
will have had exerciſe enough in one day, with a deaf man, to be 
very willing to part with him the next. To bring things as near 
preciſion as I can, I will tell you, that I ſhall leave London next 
Sunday morning, and conſequently be at Dover that night. From 
thence it is probable that I ſhall get to Calais ſome time the next 
day, and from Calais, it 1s certain that it is at moſt three days journcy 
to Bruſſels; ſo that in all likelihood I ſhall get there on Thurſday, 
and the very moment I do get there, I ſhall pay my duty, as due, to 

the Britiſh miniſter, — 
I had almoſt forgot to trouble you with another little commiſſion, 
though a neceflary one: it is to engage a valet de place for me, to 


go with me from Bruſſels to Spa, and to ſerve me during my ftay 


there, and till my return to Bruflels, at ſo much a day certain for 
Wages, 
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wages, board-wages, rags, &c. There are always ſuch animals to 

be had, and I need not have troubled you with ſo frivolous a com- 
miſſion, but that I would much rather have one who will not rob me, 
than one who will ; and ſome of your ſervants are more likely to 
procure me ſuch a one, than the people at the inn. I ſhall tire you 
ſo ſoon with my company, that I will ſpare you in writing, and bid 
you abruptly good night. : 


LETT 65 A e. 
TO THE SAME. 


Spa, June 4, 1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 
I Am perſuaded that lord Holdernefle's filence was merely accidental, 
and not intended as a civil refuſal of your requeſt, which I dare 
ſay will appear, by his anſwer to your private letter. In that caſe, - 
I ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing you here.. „ % =# 
If you come you ſhall have excellent beef and mutton, and every 
thing elſe extremely bad; for theſe are, as lord Foppington ſays, 
a moſt barbarous race of people, ſtap my vitals! Moſt of the 
neceſſaries and cornveniencies of life are abſolutely unknown to 
them; one ſtrong inſtance of this is, that the old invention of a pair 
of bellows has never yet been heard of, in the principality of Liege, 
but inſtead of it a maid, with an exceeding ſtrong breath, as you will 
eaſily believe, blows the fire, through the broken barrel of an old 
n. | 
* thouſand thanks and compliments from me to Mrs. Dayrolles, 
for the trouble ſhe has taken to execute thoſe commiſſions herſelf, 
which I only intended for her maid. My benediction to my godſon, 
and my ſincere ſentiments of love and friendſhip to yourſelf; and ſo 
good night. | 


VoL. II. Gg g 5 LET. 
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LETTER XCL 
TO THE SAME. 


Spa, June 12, 1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 225 
O THIN is changed in my arrangement as to this place, and 1 
believe you are very ſure that nothing is, as to my deſire of 
ſeeing you here or any where. I will complete my two months, 
however unwillingly, in this deteſtable place, that I may have nothing 
to reproach myſelf with when I leave it, which will be about the 
17th or 18th of next month. You ſhall have good beef here, and 
ſuper-excellent mutton, one intire ſheep weighing but ſix and twenty 
pounds. You ſhall alſo have admirable champaign and rhenith ; 
every thing elſe is as deteſtable as the place or the company, * * * 
Pray make my compliments to my old and good friend your aunt, 
and to all others at the Hague, who may chance to remember and 
enquire after ſo inſignificant a being as 


Your faithful ſervant, 


LETTER Kell. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Aug. 1, 1754 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


A Thouſand thanks to you and Mrs. Dayrolles, for your kind and 
friendly reception at Bruſſels, and your company at Spa. As 


thoſe ſentiments are the firſt in my mind, my firſt letter from Eng- 
land ſhall convey them. | 


My 
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My journey home would have been as good as I could have 
wiſhed, had I not been immediately preceded by lord and lady Car- 
digan, who, travelling with fix and thirty horſes, ſometimes left me 
none, but at beſt tired ones. However I ſcrambled to Calais about 
noon on Sunday, where I found the wind directly contrary, but 
polite enough to change exactly at the time I wanted it the next 
morning, and to waft me to Dover in leſs than five hours. From 
thence I ſet out for my hermitage, and arrived here on Tueſday 
evening, ſafe and ſound, my ears excepted. This, I find, is my 
proper place ; and I know it, which people ſeldom do. I converſe 
with my equals, my vegetables, which I found in a flouriſhing con- 
dition, notwithſtanding the badneſs of the weather, which has been 
full as cold and wet here as we had at Spa. I wiſh I could ſend you 
ſome of my pine-apples, which are large and excellent; but without 
magic that cannot be done, and I have no magic. Contentment is 
my only magic, and, thank God, I have found out that art, which is 
by no means a black one. 

I have neither heard nor aſked for news; and ſhall certainly tell 
you none, when I tell you that I am moſt faithfully and affeCtionately 


Yours, 


C. 


LETTER XClII. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Blackheath, Sept. 25, 1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


OULD my letters be leſs dull, they ſhould be more frequent; 
but what can a deaf vegetable write to amuſe a live man with? 
Deaf and dull are nearer related than deaf and dumb. This, though 
Ggg 2 the 
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the worſt, is not all that hindered me from acknowledging your laſt 
ſooner; for I have been very much out of order this laſt fortnight, 
with my uſual giddineſſes in my head, and diſorders in my ſtomach, 
ſo that 1 find the Spa waters gave me but what the builders call a 
half repair, which is only a mere temporary vamp. In truth, all 
the infirmities of an age, ſtill more advanced than mine, crowd in 
upon me. I muſt bear them as well as I can; they are more or leſs 
the lot of humanity, and I have no claim to an excluſive privilege 
againſt them. In this ſituation, you will eaſily ſuppoſe that I have 
no very pleaſant hours; but on the other hand, thank God, I have 
not one melancholy one; and I rather think that my philoſophy in- 
creaſes with my infirmities. Pleaſures I think of no more; let thoſe 
run after them that can overtake them, but I will not hobble and 
halt after them in vain. My comfort and amuſements muſt be in- 
ternal; and, by good luck, I am not afraid of looking inwards.---- 
Some reading, ſome writing, ſome trifling in my garden, and ſome 
contemplation, concur in making me never leſs alone than when 
alone. But this letter runs too much into the moral eſſay of a ſo- 
litaire. Changeons de theſe, (let us change the ſubject.) 
I ſhall go to London in November, upon the account of lady 
Cheſterfield, and even of my ſervants, who, not having the reſources 
that I have, would be very miſerable here in the winter. The dif- 
terence will be but little to me, it would be great to them, which, in 
my mind, makes it a ſocial duty. 

I reckon that-my godſon now begins to chatter, and confound two 
or three languages. No matter; they are ſo much clear gain to 
him, and in time he will unconfound them of himſelf. 

I had a letter two days ago from lord Huntingdon, who ſeems 
very ſenſible of your civilities, and - charmed with thoſe he received 
from prince Charles of Lorraine, and comte Cobentzel*. Pray 
aſſure the latter of my reſpects. I like and honor him extremely. | 
need not ſurely make any compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles. Nor will 
I prophane our friendſhip with any, but tell you heartily and honeſtly 
that I am 

Faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
* Her imperial majeſty's miniſter plenipotentiary at that time in the low countries. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XV. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 17, 1754. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 

Received your laſt,. while at Bath, from whence J arrived here a 
few days ago. The waters did me a great deal of good, as to my 
general ſtate of health, but I grow deater and deafer every day, by 
the natural progreſſion of all ills with age. As I know my ill to be 
incurable, I bear it the better, from a philoſophy of my own, very 
different from molt other people's ; for while I have both hopes and 


fears, I am anxious, but when I have no hopes, I take my party and 
am eaſy, #* % „ # % „ „ „% „ „* „ # # 


I have now a moſt important commiſſion to trouble you with, it 


is no leſs than to receive eighteen thouſand pounds ſterling for me 
at Bruſſels; that is, when the lottery there ſhall be drawn, in which 


I have three tickets. One of them is unqueſtionably the great prize. 


The numbers of my three tickets are 66694, 66695, 66696. 1 
think I am very modeſt in only deſiring one prize in three tickets. 
It is true that it is the great one, but then I leave you the five or ſix 


next beſt, which are more than equivalent to mine; and as all the 
drawing depends, I preſume, upon you and Cobentzel, I hope you 
will take care of yourſelves and your friends. If you chuſe to have 
the great prize for my godſon, I will give it up to him, but to no- 


body elſe. In all events, pray have my abovementioned numbers 
examined, after the drawing of the lottery, and, let me know my 
good or ill fortune. I ſhall bear either with great moderation. 

Our miniſterial affairs here are {till in great confuſion. It is ſaid, 
they will be ſettled, during the receſs of the parliament at Chriſtmas ; 
but if they ſhould, which I much quettion, that ſettlement will, in 
my opinion, by no means be a laſting one. It would take up reams 
of paper to relate to you the various reports and conjectures of our 
ſpeculative politicians here, and therefore I will only give you my 
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own ſhort conjecture, upon what little I ſee and hear myſelf, x 

think I ſee every thing gravitating to Fox's center, and I am per- 

ſuaded that in fix months time, he will be the miniſter, # * # #* +4 
My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles; et adieu, mon cher ami. 


Lr rin ev. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 4, 17 35. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


E AF men and dead men differ very little except in one point, 
which is, that letters from the dead would be very curious, and 
probably very inſtructive; whereas thoſe from the deaf muſt ne- 
ceſſarily be very dull. Were I dead, and allowed to write, you 
ſhould hear from me much oftener, as my letters would be like thoſe 
of the miſſionary Jeſuits, curieuſes et edifiantes (a), and well worth 
the poſtage, though it would probably be conſiderable, car il y à bien 
loin de ce paid, (as the diſtance is great.) But being only deaf, 
crazy, and declining, I conſider both your time and your purſe, 
which would be but ill employed in reading, and paying for, ſuch 
letters as mine. 

Notwithſtanding my ſtate of ignorance and ſolitude, I dare ſay you 
will expect ſome news from me, now that you read every day, of fitting 
out great fleets, and raiſing additional troops. It is true, that we are 
equipping a very great fleet, which is to be commanded by lord Anſon, 
and three other admirals; and we are raiſing ſome regiments of marines, 


(a) Theſe are occaſional accounts of the tranſactions of the Jeſuits ſent out to different parts 
of the world, for the converſion of the heathen to their Chriſtian religion, which uſed to be pub- 
liſhed in French at Paris, and conſiſt of about forty volumes in octavo. Amidſt an immente quantity 
of traſh, ſtories of wonderful events, encomiums of their zeal and addreſs, miracles performed, chriſten- 
ings by ſtealth of infants and uns people, of their ſufferings, perſecutions, &c. a good deal of infor- 
mation, about the natural hiſtory of the countries, as well as the manners and characters of the 
inhabitants, may be picked up from theſe relations. 


1 in 
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in order to man it, which otherwiſe we found that we could not. 
From all theſe warlike preparations, the public is convinced that we 
ſhall have a war; but I am by no means ſo. I cannot ſee that it is. 
the intereſt, nor can I believe that it is the inclination, of France, at 
this time, to bring on a general war; and I am very ſure that we are 
abſolutely unable to ſupport one. I am, therefore, perſuaded, that 
we are reciprocally endeavouring to intimidate each other, and that 
all this /evee de bouclier (bluſtering) will end quietly in referring our 
American diſputes to commiſſaries de part et Pautre, who will decide 
and fettle them, much about the time that the tarif and the barrière 
{hall be finally determined. Should we really come to hoſtilities in 
America, with advantage on our part, monſieur de Maillebois would 
very probably make another journey to lower Saxony ; m which caſe 
a ſecond neutrality would be too dangerous either to accept or refuſe, 
which is another reaſon why I think, that the dilemma will, if 
poſſible, be avoided. And indeed, upon the whole, I wiſh it may, 
conſidering our national debt, and the two very ſore places, which 
we have, in lower Saxony and the highlands of Scotland. Another 
little circumſtance, which ſeems to favour my pacific opinion, 1s the 
hte haſty nomination of lord Hertford to the French embaſſy, and 


comte d Eſtaing, ſaid the other day, Pardieu, meſſieurs, ce ſeroit bien 
ridicule de faire caſſer la t&te a dix mille hommes pour quelques dougainer 
de chapeaux, (it would be abſurd to have ten thouſand men knocked 
on the head for a few dozen of hats,) alluding to the caſtors of North. 
America. a 

The earl of Briſtol is appointed envoy to Turin, to watch the 
motions of that court, in the room of the earl of Rochford, who is. 
fent for home to receive the gold key. 125 
In parliament, things go very quietly this ſeſſion. Fox has evi- 
dently the lead there. Mr. Pitt rather hints, than declares, oppo- 
fition. Legge is diſcontented, but filently ſo. The parliament is. 
to be prorogued at eaſter, and his majeſty will ſet out for Hanover 
the day afterwards. He is to be attended, as I am informed, only 
by Sir Thomas Robinſon. | | 


For 
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For un reclus, un ſolitaire, un ſourd, I think, I have given you x 
great deal of news; at leaſt I am ſure, I have given you all I have, 
and no man, you know, can do more. „ „ * #4 »y 


Yours, 


C. 


LETTER XVI. 


London, May 2, 1756. 
DE AR DAYROLLES, 


HAT can a deaf hermit write? The repetition of my affection 

and friendſhip for you would be as dull, as I am perſuade it 
would be unneceſſary; you are either convinced of them already, or 
you never will be ſo, Would you have news? Mine is always ſtale, 
and though I was the introducer of the new ſtyle, in all thoſe matters, 

I go by the old, and am at leaſt eleven days behind-hand. 

I could tell you, but I will not, that the king ſailed from Harwich 
laſt Monday, but I can tell you, and will, that the duke of Cumber- 
land and Mr. Fox are appointed of the regency; the conſequence of 
which new meaſure, I preſume, you can tell yourſelf. Peace and 
war ſeem yet ſo uncertain, that nobody knows which to expect.--- 
The people in general, who always wiſh whatever they have not, 
wiſh for a war; but I, who have learned to be content with whatever 
I have, with for the continuation of peace. My country-folks think 
only of the new world, where they expect to conquer, and perhaps 
will, but I cannot help dreading the contrecoup of thoſe triumphs in 
the 'old one. I have ninety-nine reaſons againſt a land war in 
Europe ; the firſt of which being that we are not able to carry it on, 
1 will not trouble you with the others. 


You 


2 
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You have certainly heard of, and probably ſeen, * * * extraor- 
dinary motion which he made in the houſe of lords, juſt before 
the riſing of the parliament, when it could not poſſibly have any 
good effect, and muſt neceſſarily have ſome very bad ones. It was 
an indecent, ungenerous, and malignant queſtion, which I had no 
mind ſhould either be put or- debated, well knowing the abſurd and 
improper things, that would be ſaid both for and againſt it, and 
therefore I moved the houſe to adjourn, and ſo put a quiet end to 
the whole affair. As you will imagine that this was agreeable to 
the king, it is ſuppoſed that I did it to make my court, and people 
are impatient to ſee what great employment I am to have, for that 
I am to have one they do not in the leaſt doubt, not having any 
notion that any man can take any ſtep, without ſome view of dirty 
intereſt. I do not undeceive them. I have nothing to fear, I have 
nothing to aſk, and there is nothing that I will or can have, Re- 
tirement was my choice ſeven years ago: it is now become my ne- 
ceflary refuge. Blackheath, and a quiet conſcience, are the only 
objects of my cares. What good I can do as a man and a citizen, 
it is my duty, and ſhall be my endeavour, to do; but life 
and I, we are parted for ever. 

To-morrow I go to Blackheath for the whole farmer, if we have 
one. That little hermitage ſuits beſt with my inclinations and 
ſituation; it is there only that I do not find myſelf deplace, My 
little garden, the park, reading and writing, kill 2 there tolerably; 
and time is now my enemy. 

My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles. My e 1 ſuppoſe, by 
this time, chatters a Babel language of Engliſh, French, and Fle- 
miſh : ſo much the better, c '/t autant de gagne, et avec rdge il de 
brouillera ce petit chaos, (it is clear gain, and in time he will unravel 
that little chaos.) Good night. 


Yours faithfully, 


vol. II. 
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LETTER XCVIL. 


TO THE S. AME. 
| Blackheath, July 10, 1755. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


T was my ennui, and not my arquſements, could EF now have 
any ! that occaſioned my long ſilence; depend upon it, nothing 


elſe could or ſhould. I break daily, my friend, both m body and 


mind, their union being very intimate. Spirits conſequently fail, 
for they are the reſult of health, and F cannot ſay that, flinch 
1 am here, I have had three days together uninterrupted health, 
Sometimes ſtrong returns of my inveterate giddineſſes, ſometimes 


convulſive dilorders in my ſtomach, always languor, weakneſs, 
and liſtleſſneſs. I find that I am got half-way down hill, and then 


you know the velocity increaſes very conſiderably. But what is 
to be done? nothing but patience. Whatever the pureſt air,con- 
ſtant moderate exerciſe, and ſtrict-regimen can do, I have here; 
but they ſerve only to prolong, for a little time, an irkſome ſituas 
tion, which my reaſon tells me, the ſooner it is ended, the better. 
My deafneſs is extremely increaſed, and daily increaſing; this cuts 
me wholly off from the ſociety of others, and my other complaints 


deny me the ſociety with myſelf, which I propoſed when I came 


here. I have brought down with me a proviſion of pens, ink, and 


paper, in hopes of amuſing myſelf, and perhaps entertaining or 


informing poſterity, by ſome hiſtorical tracts of my own times, which 
I intended to write with the ſtricteſt regard to truth, and none to 
perſons ; myſelf not excepted. - But 1 have not yet employed my 
pen, becauſe my mind refuſed to do it's part ; and in writing, as 
well as in other performances, whatever is not done with ſpirit and 
deſire, will be very ill done. All my amuſements are therefore 
reduced to the idle buſineſs of my little garden, and to the reading of 


- idle books, where the mind is ſeldom called upon. Notwithſtand- 


ing thus unfortunate ſituation, my old philoſophy comes to my 
aſſiſtance, 
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affiſtance, and enables me torepulſe the attacks of melancholy, for 
1 never have one melancholic moment. I have ſeen and appraiſ- 
ed every thing in its true light, and at its intrinſic value. While 
others are outbidding one another at the auction, exulting in their 
acquiſitions, or grieving at their diſappointments, Iam eaſy, both 
from reflection, and experience gt the futility. of all that 3 1s to bo 
got or loſt. | | 
But trove de refleftions mot ales. (too much of moral reflections). 55 
A man may be too ſober as well as too drunk to go into company, 
and his philoſophical reflections may be as troubleſome i in one caſe, 
as his extravagancy in the other. - 

Well then ; we will hope, you. warmly and 1 coolly, that great 
things are reſerved for us in the. fifth and laſt claſs of this lottery, 
but if fortune will take my advice, though ladies are ſeldom apt to 
take the advice of old fellows, ſhe will transfer whatever ſhe intend- 
ed to you or me to. my godſon. . „ * * * * „ „ „ 
The preſent ſituation of neither peace nor war is, to be ſure, very 
unaccountable, and I cannot help fearing, that we ſhall 'be the 
dupes of it at laſt. Surely we, I mean our miniſters, ought to 
have known, before this time, which of the two the French really 
intended, and, if they meaned peace, to have had it concluded, 
or, if they meaned war, to have given them the firſt blow at ſea ; 
for if, inſtead of that, you give them time to augment their ma- 
rine, while you keep yours at an immenſe and uſeleſs expence, I 
believe they will be more explicit with you next year. The clamor 
at our inaction is univerſal and prodigious, people deſiring ſome- 
thing for their money. From that, and many other concurring 
cauſes, the next ſeſſion will be a very boiſterous one. #  # 
Adieu,. my dear Dayrolles : lady Cheſterficld's and my compli- 
ments to Mrs. Dayrolles. 


3 
, 


480. freier QUESTESIIELDY arm 
Terrinen. 
TO THE SAME. 


egg Aug. x Ss 1755. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, px le IT es ITT 
o U inſult my incredulity in your prophecy, and triumph in 
the poſſibility, or, as you call it, the probability of its being 
fulfilled ; but a little patience, for perhaps the diſtreſs, which you 
fatter yourſelf will happen to you, may not, and I will lay you one 
of '6ur lottery tickets, that Mrs. Dayrolles will be u again, before 
the French take poſſeſſion of Bruſſels. They peck y may, when- 
ever they will, and therefore ſeem to be in no haſte to do it; 
beſi des, can they, with the leaſt color of juſtice, invade the queen of 
Hungary's dominions, becauſe captain Howe has taken captain 
Hocquart in America (a)? Such à ſtep, as that, is not warranted 
by any thing, that I ever read i in Grotius or Puffendorf. You will 
probably Tay, that great powers are not apt to trouble themſelves 
about reaſon and juſtice, and that is certainly true; but, in my own 
opinion, France is at this time neither deſirous of a general war, 
nor very fit to carry one on, ſo that, I rather think, they will 
confine their indignation. to the king, both as king and elector, 
and attempt to invade both England and Hanover, I fear them in 
neither of thoſe caſes. Be eaſy therefore, till the evil day draws 
much nearer, than it ſeems to be at _——_ 

I ſhall ſay nothing to you about my own health, though I know 
that it is not quite indifferent to you ; but it is really ſo indifferent 
in itſelf, that it is not worth mentioning, for I am never quite 
well, and the whole difference i is du plus au moins. I will weather 
out theſs ſix weeks, if I can, and then go to Bath, which is always 
a temporary, but never a laſting, cure; however, cοι autant de pris 
fur Pennemt. 

It, by chance, you meet with any quantity of ſeed of excellent 
melons, whether canteloupes or others, provided they are but very 


(a) He commanded the Alcide, a man of war, belonging to a French ſquadron, conveying troops 
to America, and _— captain Howe of the Dunkirk, one of the fleet ſent out, under the 
command of vice-admiral Boſcawen, to oppoſe the deſigns of the French conrt. 


bs large 
7 
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large ones, I ſhall be much obliged to you, if you will let me go 
a dozen or two ſeeds with you. I would not have more than what 
may be conveyed in a letter or two. My melon ground is ſo ſmall, 
that it will not afford to raiſe little ones, and I muſt make up in 
ſize what I want in number. I have had ſome excellent good, and 
very large, ones this year, from your Sorgvliet ſeed (a). 

How does my godſon go on with his little jngua Franca, or 
jumble of different languages? Fear no Babel confuſion. Lage 
debrouillera tout cela. (Age will unravel all this). 

I hear no news, or there is none ; but lyes are extremely rife, 
eſpecially from America, which, I VS ſay, was not ſo much talked 
of, when firſt diſcovered by Columbus, or Veſpuſius Americus, as 
it is now. But I am ſo humble a politician, that I content myſelf 
with wiſhin g well to my country, and for the reſt, vogue la galere. 
But the reſt of my countrymen and even countrywomen are not 
ſo paſſi ve, for I am aſſured they are ſo brim- full of politics, that 
they ſpill them wherever they go. If I had no better reaſon to 
lament my deafneſs than not hearing them, I ſhould be much. 
eafier than I am under my misfortune. Adieu, monami. 


L ET TE R XCIX. 
TO THE SAME- 


| Blackheath, Sept. 12, 1755. 
DEAR. DAYROLLES, : 


»- 


4 # #% *# * THE king is expected to land every minute, 
which, I ſuppoſe, will produce more deciſion. concerning war or 
peace than has appeared yet, for at preſent there is a kind of a 
miſt before them, which one cannot ſee through. I do not, in the 
teaſt, fear a war, provided it be not in Flanders, where the French 
muſt always make it with infinite advantage, and where the em- 


(s). Ide late count Bentink's villa, near the Hague, on the road to Scheveling. 


preſs 


— — 
— ä — 


422 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


preſs queen will not, and our allies the Dutch cannot, afliſt us effec- 
tually. I am therefore very glad to find, that the garriſons in Flan- 
ders are evacuated, and I hope that the Dutch will make a neutrality, 

ſo that there may be no field of battle in the ſeventeen provinces, 
for us to be beaten in again. And what will the French do then? 
At ſea, it is certain that we muſt deſtroy both their navy and their 
commerce. Will they attempt invading us. here again ? Let them, 
they are very welcome, that is too contemptible. Will they 
march an army to Hanover? @ /a bonne heure; (be it fo) what 
will become of that army after a thirty days march in the deſarts of 
Weſtphalia, eſpecially now that we have ſecured a force in that 
part of the world, ſuperior to any they can ſend? Their army 
will melt away there, faſter than in Bohemia, and care will be 
taken, before their arrival there, to leave them even no ponpourni- 
chi] (a) to ſubſiſt upon. „ „ # „ „ „ „ * * 
Your quiet ſituation at Bruſſels will therefore, I hope, not be diſ- 
turbed, and in that caſe, I confeſs, I would rather have war than 
peace with France; as the former, if vigorouſly carried on at ſea, 
muſt greatty check, if not deſtroy, their growing navy and com- 
merce. 

A thouſand thanks to you for your melon ſeed, which I will ſow 
and cultivate with great care, in hopes that I may give you ſome 
of the fruit of it next year, in this hermitage, for I think you gave 
me ſome reaſon to flatter myſelf, that I ſhall ſee you here next year. 
In that caſe, perhaps, I may ſhew you ſome melons much more 
extraordinary than yours, though probably not quite ſo good ; for 
I have had a preſent made me, by a Perſian merchant of good credit, 
of a few melon ſeeds, that he brought himſelf from Diarbeck, which 
was the antient Meſopotamia, and which, he proteſts, produce 
melons, that weigh from ninety to one hundred, and one hundred 
and ten pounds each. But, notwithſtanding the gentleman's credit 
as a merchant, I am a little incredulous. | 

I go next week to Bath, where, for the time being, I am always . 
well ; and that is ſo much clear gain, and worth the journey to one, 


(a) A very coarſe kind of hard brown, bread, eaten in ſeveral parts of Germany, an and*eſpecially 
by the poor inhabitants of Weſtphalia, 


who 
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who has not, for theſe ſix months, been well for four-and twenty 
hours together. Beſides, all places are now alike to me, and I 
can be more alone at Bath, than any where. Adieu, my dear 
friend. 3 | LT RY 
| Yours, wherever I am, 1 

5 C. 


D 


CET TEX G 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Oc. 4, 1755. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | W 01-4 
„ ** * * 1] HAVE been here now juſt a week; 
too little to have found much benefit, but, however, long enough 
to give me reaſon to hope, that I ſhall find ſome, for my ſtomach 
is rather lefs diſordered than I brought it down with me here. 
But upon the whole, I am, and always ſhall be /n pauvre corps, 
dont il ne vaut pas ta peine de parler, (a poor wretch not worth 
mentioning). 

I think it impoſſible, that the French can inſiſt upon more than 
a neutrality, on the part of the republic of the united provinces. 
Upon what pretence can they? But if they ſhould, they cannot 
invade them, without firſt invading Flanders, and bringing the 
queen of Hungary upon their backs, which I cannot think them at 
preſent willing to do. But ſuppoſe they ſhould, they. will with 
eaſe - over-run all Flanders in a fortnight, ſo that where will there 
be a field of battle left? We can ſend no troops to Holland, that 
can be of any uſe. The Dutch have not enough to oppoſe a French 
army of 100,000 men; fo that, in that caſe, they have nothing to 
do, but /ubir la loi du vainqueur (to yield to the conquerors). 
But, depend upon it, things will not be carried to thoſe extremities. 
The French, at this time, dread a general war. Their miniſtry is 
weak, and their king weaker ;' the clergy and the parliament, 
6 hating 
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Hating each other irreconcileably, they have no general, in whom 
they have the leaſt confidence ; and by the intereſt they pay, it is 
plain they want money. From all this, and from our inevitable 
ſucceſſes at ſea, I take it for granted that a peace, and a reaſonable 
one, will ſome how or other be jumbled up, in the courſe of ſeven 
or eight months; ſo that, with all your ingenuity in anticipating 
misfortunes, I am perſuaded, that your journey to England next 
year will be merely a voluntary one, and not a neceſſary flight from 
where you now are. 

The next ſeſſion, which now draws very near, will, I betieve, be 
a very troubleſome one, and I really think it very doubtful, whe- 
ther the ſubſidiary treaties, with Ruſſia and Caſſel, will be carried 
or not. To be ſure, much may be ſaid againſt both, but yet I dread 
the conſequences of rejecting them by parliament, ſince they are 
made. But what have I to do with public matters? Moreover a 
man, who has not the whole thread of them, talks of them as a 
blind man does of colors ; for the leaſt circumſtance unknown often 
changes the whole thing (a). This I know perfectly, that I am 
truly, 


Yours. 


L& T:.T:-6: . 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 19, 1755. 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 

O U will think me very lazy, for that I am ſure is the worſt 
thing, that you will ever ſuſpect me of, with regard to your- 

ſelf, in having been ſo long without anſwering your laſt. But it 


an That was really the caſe with regard to lord Chefterfield, who, at that time, was totally 
ignorant of the French court's alliances with the principal powers of Europe, and altered his opi- 
nion when he was acquainted with them, as appears by the following letters. But the fluctua- 
tions of mind of great men may be inſtructive, and their dreams, at leaſt, are always entertaining. 


has 
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has not been quite lazineſs, for, ſome few days, buſineſs, and for 
many days, weakneſs, diſpiritedneſs and languor would not allow 
me to put pen to paper ; otherwiſe deaf people are commonly as 
frivolouſly writative as blind people are often frivolouſly talkative : 
but, when a general diſorder and decay of the body is added to im- 

penetrable deafneſs, one becomes too like a dead body to write * 
thing but a codicil. 

Were I, now that I am writing, to pretend to ſend you, but a 
ſhort account of our tranſactions here, I muſt ſend you a large folio. 
The houſe of commons ſits three or four times a week till nine 
or ten at night, and ſometimes till four or five in the morning, ſo 
attentive are they to the good of their dear country. That zeal 
has of late tranſported them into much perſonal abuſe, * 4 

Even our inſigificant houſe ſat one day laſt week, till paſt ten at 
night, upon the Ruſſian and Heſſian ſubſidiary treaties, but I was 
not able to ſit it out, and left it at ſeven, more than half dead: for 
I took it into my head to ſpeak upon them for near an hour, which 
fatigue, together with the heat of the houſe, very near annihilated 
me. I was for the Ruſſian treaty, as a prudent eventual mea- 
ſure, at the beginning of a war, and probably preventive even 
of a war, in that part of the world ; but I could not help expoſing, 
though without oppoſing, the Heſſian treaty, which is, indeed, the 
moſt extraordinary one 1 ever ſaw. It can have no effect, for you 
are not to have the troops till after you do not want them, viz. till 
ſix months after the requiſition made; and after you diſmiſs the 
troops, ſhould you ever call for them, the ſubſidy is to be doubled 
for the remainder of the term. It is certain, that his moſt ſerene 
highneſs is full as good at making a bargain, as any Jew in Europe. 

Places, as you will ſee by the news-papers, are emptying and 
filing up every day. The patriot of Monday is the courtier of 
Tueſday, and the courtier of Wedneſday is the patriot of Thurſday. 
This indeed has more or leſs been long the caſe, but I really think 
never ſo impudently and ſo profligately as now. The power is all 
falling from his grace's into Fox's hands, which, you may remem- 
ber I told you long ago, would happen. # # # +* * 

Vol. II. 111 | Beſides 
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Beſides theſe diſcords and misfortunes, we live here in dread of 
two others of a very different kind, an invaſion from France, and a 
bricole of the earthquake from Liſbon. For myſelf, I cannot ſay 
that I have any great apprehenſions of either, but of the two, I have 
more faith in the earthquake than in the invation. France has too 
often experienced the futility of thoſe attempts. But be theſe things 
how they will, r2/0u7Je2z-oous autant que faire ſe pourra, et ſurtout 
portes-ous bien, car il ny a rien de tel. Adieu, mon ami. (Rejoice 
as much as you can, and above all keep in health, for there is no- 
thing like. it.) Adieu, my friend. 


„. 


TO THE SAM. 


London, Jan. 23, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


De yourſelf juſtice, and you will ceaſe to wonder, at either the 

beginning, or the continuance, of my friendſhip for you. I 
ſoon diſcovered, and have now long experienced, the honeſt truth 
and warmth of your heart. Friendſhip, like health, is to be pre- 
ſerved by the ſame means, by which it is acquired, and I believe 
we ſhall neither of us dementir (forſake) thoſe means. 

Every thing tends more and more every day to the verification of 
my prophecy ; for in our political balance, Fox's ſcale grows heavier 
and heavier, which every body perceives. # # „„ # #* 

We are here in daily expectation of a formal declaration of war 
trom France, as it ſeems to be the natural conſequence of the me- 
morial ſent by monſieur Rouillè to Mr. Fox, through Holland, which 
perhaps you have ſeen, but which no doubt you have heard the 
ſubſtance of, and therefore I ſhall not repeat it. I am not ſo fond of 
war, as I find many people are. Mark the end ont. Our treaty 
lately concluded with Pruſſia is a fortunate event, and ſecures the 

peace of the empire; and is it poſſible that France can invade the 


low 
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low countries, which are the dominions of the empreſs queen, only 
becauſe adrairal Boſcawen has taken two of their ſhips in America ? 
But then you will atk me probably, where can France annoy us 
then? I ſee but two places; in America, by ſlipping over, in ſingle 
ſhips, a conſiderable number of troops, and next, by keeping us in 
a ſtate of fear and expence at home, with the threats and appearances 
of an intended invaſion, which, I dare ſay, they will not think proper 
to attempt in reality. In my opinion, our greateſt danger ariſes 
from our expence, conſidering the preſent immenſe national debt. I 
take it for granted, that the Dutch will endeavour to obtain from 
France a neutrality, and I wiſh they may get one; for, I am ſure, 
they have no other ſafety, for they can neither defend themſelves, 
nor can we defend them. They have no longer any barriere in 
Flanders, and Maeſtricht and Bergen-op-zoom would not delay their 
ruin above three months, ſhould the French think proper to bru/quer 
Flanders to get at them. 

I have been for ſome time, and am ſtill, very much out of order, 
my complaints in my head and ſtomach being returned, ſo that 1 
fear I ſhall be obliged to go to the Bath this ſeaſon for a month or 
ſix weeks, which, though never a radical cure, is always a palliative 
for ſome time, and that is avant de pris ſur Pennemi, Whatever 
happens to my ſhattered. carcaſe, God bleſs you all. 


Yours faithfully, 


LETTER Cl, 


TO THE SAME, 
London, Feb, 3z 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, » 


1 AM too ſenſible of your affection for me, not to know that 

you will be impatient to hear what is become of me, after the 
account I gave you of myſelf in my laſt. This is therefore to inform 
I112 you, 
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you, that I am ſomething, though indeed but little, better than I was, 
1 am ftill exceſſively weak and diſpirited, and do not expect to 
regain much ſtrength or ſpirits, till I have been a few days at Bath, 

which never fails to Nel me for a time, I ſet out for it to morrow 
morning. 

My nephew, ſir Charles Hotham, either now is, or will be very 
ſoon at Bruſſels. I recommend him to your care, during his Nay 
there, I am told by thoſe who have ſeen him lately, il a Pair, 
et les manieres d'un honnete homme *, but that he is rather of too 
grave and ſolitary a turn; therefore, pray thruſt him into company 
as much as poſſible, and when you have analyſed him thoroughly, 
ſend me freely and ſincerely your opinion of him. Pray, remem- 
ber, no lodging in your houſe. 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 


L & T-T-E R CIV. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, April 5, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


| I HAD but one reaſon for not acknowledging, view before now, 
your laſt letter, which reaſon was that I could not. I went, as 
you know, ill to the Bath; I continued ill there, and returned from 
thence ſtill worfe. I am now very far from being well, and am 
this moment going to ſettle at Blackheath, for the ſake of fleeping 
in a purer air, and more exerciſe, though I believe to very little pur- 
poſe; for, if I do not much miſtake, I think I am very near e bop? de 
mon latin, (the end of my career.) In this languid and miſerable 
ftate, you will eaſily judge that I am little informed of public mat- 


* Honnite homme means no more in the French ſtyle than a man of faſhion, 
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ters, and muſt conſequently be little informing, ſo I ſhall not pre- 
tend to ſend you any news from hence. 

I ſuppoſe that fir Charles Hotham and Tollot (a) are by this 
time at Bruſſels, to both whom I defire that you will make my 
compliments ; and pray tell Tollot, that I received his letter, which 
I will anſwer as ſoon as I am able, if ever I am able. 

Do you think of coming over this year with your family, as you 
intimated when I ſaw you at Bruſſels, or will the preſent ſtrange 
ſituation of affairs keep you there this ſummer ? Whatever you do, 
may it be for the beſt ! for all happineſs both to you and yours, is 
molt ſincerely wiſhed by, dear Dayrolles, 


Your moſt faithful friend 
and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— — 1. 


LETTER CV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, April 30, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 DELAYED anſwering your kind inquiries after the ſtate of my 

exiſtence, in hopes of being able to have given you by this time 
an account of it more ſatisfactory to us both, and I now write theſe 
few lines, in order not to give you a worſe ſome time hence, than 
I can at preſent. In truth, I am in ſo miſerable and fluctuating a 
ſtate, that I can in no one hour judge what, nor where, I ſhall be 
the next. 

It would undoubtedly be improper for you to aſk leave to come 
here this ſummer, and were I in your place, I would ſend for 


(a) Dr. Tollot of Geneva, travelling governor to fir Charles Hotham. 
ſomebody 
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.fomeboily from Holland to inoculate the children, that operation 
being, as I am aſſured, now very well underſtood there, and fre- 
quently performed. 

Adieu, my dear friend; I am moſt truly, 


Yours, 


FG 


LETTER Ui. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 17, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


F I give you better accounts of either myſelf or the 
public, I would give you more frequent ones ; but the beſt, that 
can give you of either, are ſuch as will not flatter that affection, 
which I know you have for both. We are both going very faſt, 
and I can hardly gueſs which will be gone firſt. I am ſhrunk to a 
ſkeleton, and grow weaker and weaker every day. And as for 
my fellow ſufferer the public, it has loſt Minorca, and may perhaps 
ſoon loſe Gibraltar, by a ſecret bargain between France and Spain, 
which I have reaſon to think is negotiating, if not concluded. Our 
naval laurels are withered.  *® ' % % -  # # 
The French are unqueſtionably maſters to do what they pleaſe 
in America. Our good ally, the queen of Hungary, has certainly 
concluded ſome treaty, God knows what, with our, and her old, 
enemy France. The Swediſh and Daniſh fleets are joined, un- 
doubtedly not in our favour, ſince France pays both. We have an 
army here of threeſcore thouſand men, * * * * # 
we cannot pay it another year, ſince the expence of this year amounts 


to twelve millions ſterling ; judge if we can raiſe that fum another 
year. 7 a9 ke LO XR % SF % Ns FFC 

Theſe are not the gloomy apprehenſions of a ſicx man; but real 
facts, obvious to whoever will ſee and reflect. One of the chief 


7 cauſes 
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cauſes of this unfortuate ſituation is, that we have now in truth no 
miniſter ; but the adminiſtration is a mere republic, and carried on 
by the cabinet council, the individuals of which think only how to: 
get the better of each other. Let us then turn our eyes, as much 
25 we can, from this melancholy proſpect, which neither of us can. 
mend, and think of fomething elſe. * „ „ „ # # # 
I am told that you have an infinite number of Engliſh gentlemen” 
now at Bruſſels, but I hope you do not put yourſelf upon the foot of 
ſtuffing them with ſalt beef, and drenching them with claret ; 
for 1 am ſure your appointments will not afford that expence, and: 
by the way, I believe, that in their hearts, they would much rather 
vou would let them alone, to be jolly together at their inns, than go 
to your houſe. 

Make my compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles, to my godſon, to Frutti 
quanti, in ſhort, who can receive them, for mademoiſellèe cannot yet. 
Adieu, my dear and faithful friend. May you, and all who belong 
to you, be long happy, whatever becomes of 
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LETTER CNN. | 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 27, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Y your laſt of the 18th, I believe it croſſed my laſt of, I have 
forgot what date, upon the road, for I there gave you an account 

of my poor ſtate of vegetation, after which you inquire. ] till 

continue to crawl upon the face of the earth, but it is like thoſe 

humble and ſhort-lived vegetables, who, ſeemingly conſcious of their 

condition, crawl very near that earth, to which they are fo ſoon to 
return. 


Je itirely 


4.32 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS. 


I entirely agree with you in your reſolution of breeding up all 
your ſons to ſome profeſſion or other, but, at the ſame time, your 
uſual vivacity carries you much too prematurely, to fix their ſeveral 
deſtinations. You muſt not ſo much conſider what you would 
chuſe for them, as what they are likely to ſucceed beſt in ; and 
that cannot be diſcovered theſe ſeven or eight years. It 1s certain 
that, whether from nature, or from early accidental impreſſions in 
their youth, I will not ſay, it being very hard to diſtinguiſh, children, 
after eight or ten years of age, often ſhew a determined preference 
for ſome particular profeſſion, which it would be imprudent for their 
parents to oppoſe, becauſe, in that caſe, they would ſurely not ſucceed 
ſo well, or perhaps at all, in any other. In the mean time, give them 
all eventually a good education, ſo as to qualify them, to a certain 
degree, for whatever profeſſion you and they may hereafter agree 
upon; for I repeat it again, their approbation is full as neceſſary as 
yours. Theſe, however, are the general rules, by whach I would 
point out to them the profeſſions, which I ſhould ſeverally wiſh 
them to apply to. I would recommend the army, or the navy, to a 
boy of a warm conſtitution, ſtrong animal ſpirits, and a cold genius; 
to one of quick, lively, and diſtinguiſhing parts, the law ; to a good, 
dull, and decent boy, the church ; and trade to an acute, thinking, 
and laborious one. I wiſh that my godſon, for whom you muſt 
allow me ſome degree of predilection, may take a liking to the 
law, for that is the truly independent profeſſion. People will only 
truſt their property to the care of the ableſt lawyer, be he whig or 
tory, well or ill at court. 

Our public affairs are, in my opinion, as bad as poſſible, and I turn 
my thoughts from them as much as ever I can. The queen of 
Hungarv will repent, at leiſure, of the treaty, which ſhe has concluded 
in ſach haſte with France. Thoſe two powers never can agree 
long; and when they come to quarrel, it is eaſy to foreſee which will 
have the better of it. She will then call in vain upon her old allies, 
who will e not be able, and perhaps not willing, to aſſiſt her. 
Adieu mon ami. 

I believe my brother is with you now ; if ſo, pray tell him that! 


writ to him, by the laſt poſt. 
6 LET- 
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LETTER CVIL 
To THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 16, 1756. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, | 


T is true, I have been long filent with regard to you: but it is as 
true too, that when I am fo, it is becauſe I am unable to be other- 
wiſe. I have not wrote at all, I have ſpoke little, and I have thought 
leſs, for theſe laſt three months ; the frequency of the attacks in my 
head and ſtomach gave me no time to recover from the weakneſs, 
languor, and diſpiritedneſs, which they always leave behind them; 
and I am, at this moment, little ſtronger than I was ſixty-one years 
ago, that is at one year old. All. theſe complicated ills, however, 
have not, I thank God, given me one moment's melancholy; and 
though in a manner they deprive me of exiſtence, they do not 
deprive me of my natural tranquillity of temper, nor of my ac- 
quired philoſophy. So much, and too much, pour cette guenille de 
corps, (for this inſignificant body.) . | 
Sir William Stanhope has given me very good accounts of my 
godſon, and of la bonne chere de Phdtel Dayrolles, and I knew 
enough of both before to give him intire credit. 

Here is a fire lighted up in Germany, which, I am perſuaded, I 
ſhall not live to ſee extinguiſhed; but of which the effects muſt, in 
the mean time, be dreadful to England, conſidering our connection 
with, and our tenderneſs for, certain poſſeſſions in the ſcene of 
action. The queen of Hungary will, I am convinced, repent of her 
envie de femme groſſe (longing) for Sileſia, and her child may pro- 
bably be marked with it. France will finally reap all the benefit of 
this new and unnatural alliance, and make a ſecond treaty of Weſt- 
phalia, more prejudicial to the houſe of Auſtria than the firſt, But 
I leave theſe matters to be conſidered by better heads than mine. 
My heart is the only part worth hanging, that is now left me, and 

VoL. II. KER while 
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while that beats, you will have a good. part of it, for 1 am moſt truly 
and affectionately FROM 9 
G. 


Pray return my compliments and thanks to abbe Guaſco for his 
books, which I have read with great pleaſure and improvement, 


LYBTTER GX. 


Bath, Nov. 26, 1756; 
DEAR DAYROLLES,. 


S a good Chriſtian, I think one ſhould tell one's enemies of one's 
phyſical ills, to give them pleaſure; and.as a good friend, con- 

ceal them from one's friends, not to give them pain. Upon this 
principle, I have delayed writing to you till now, well knowing the 
part you take in whatever good or ill happens to me. I had nothing 
good to tell you, but ains au contraire, and therefore I told you 
nothing. But now I can acquaint you, that I am ſomething better, 
and that I have regained a little ſtrength and fleſh, of which I had 
neither, when I came here a month ago; but I {till want a great deal 
more. of both, before I can cither perſuade myſelf or others, of my 
exiſtence. L alk believe that the.undiſturbed quiet, which I have 
enjoyed here, and could not have at London or Blackheath, has done 
me almoſt as much good as the waters, for which reaſon, though 1 
ſhould not continue to drink them, I will continue here till the great 
hurly-burly at court, is in ſome degree over; for, as IJ am an im- 
partial and very diſintereſted ſpectator, engaged in no cabal or party, 
all the contending powers inſiſt upon telling me their own ſtory, 
though never with ſtrict truth, and then quote me with as little. 
ſay nothing to you of the late changes at court, which, to be fure, 


you know as well as I do, and perhaps comprehend as little. There 
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muſt be ſome deſſous des cartes, ſome inviſible wheels within wheels; 
which, at this diftance, I cannot gueſs at. „ # „ „* 
In theſe ſtrange buſtles, I heartily pity the king, and the- king- 
dom, who are both made the ſport of private intereſt and ambition. 
I moſt frequently and heartily congratulate and applaud myſelf for 
having got out of that galere, which has ſince been ſo ridiculouſly 
toſſed, ſo eſſentially damaged, and is now ſinking, I now quietly 
behold the ſtorm from the ſhore, and ſhall only be involved, but 
without particular blame, in the common ruin. That moment, you 
perceive, it you combine all circumſtances, cannot be very remote. 
On the contrary, it is ſo near, that, were Machiavel at the head of 
our affairs, he could not retrieve them; and therefore it is very in- 
different to me, what miniſter ſhall give us the laſt coup de grace. 
E 4/8 ⁰— SSD SS: ES e 
I believe you will not grudge the additional fixpence for the in- 
cloſed letter from king P. to king G.: it has ſince been printed and 
cryed about the ſtreets. It is lord Bath's. Adieu, my dear friend. 


Yours, 


LETTER CX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 28, 175). 

DEAR DAYROLLES, 
1 Have been too long in your debt: but the true reaſon has been, 
that.I had no ſpecie to pay you in; and what I give you even 
now, does not amount to a penny in the pound. Public matters 
have been long, and are ſtill, too undecypherable for me to under- 
ſtand, conſequently to relate. Fox out -of place, takes the lead in 
the houſe of commons; Pitt, ſecretary of ſtate, declares that he is no 
miniſter, and has no miniſterial influence. The duke of Newcaſtle 
| K K k 2 and 
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and lord Hardwicke lye by, and declare themſelves for neither party, 
Byng is reprieved for a fortnight; what will become of him at laſt, 
God knows: for the late admiralty want to ſhoot him to excuſe them- 
ſelves; and the preſent admiralty want to ſave him, in order to lay 
the blame upon their predeceſſor s. # # „% # + 

The fright, that your friend Mr. Van-haaren has put the Dutch 
into, by telling them the French army is intended for Cleves and 
Gueldres, is a moſt idle alarm. They are not of importance enough 
to be in danger; nobody thinks of them now. Hanover is evidently 
the object, and the only rational one, of the operations of the French 
army; not as Hanover, but belonging to the king of England, and 
that electorate is to be a reply to the preſent ſtate of Saxony. The 
fields of Bohemia and Moravia will become Golgothas, or fields of 
blood, this year; for probably an hundred thouſand human creatures 
will periſh there this year, for the quarrel of two individuals. The 
king of Pruſſia will, I ſuppoſe, ſeek for battle, in which, I think, he 
will be victorious. The Auſtrians will, I ſuppoſe, avoid it if they 
can, and endeavour to deſtroy his armies, as they did the French 
ones in the laſt war, by harraſſing, intercepting convoys, killing 
ſtraglers, and all the feats of their irregulars. Theſe are my politi- 
cal dreams, or prophecies, for perhaps they do not deſerve the 
name of reaſonings. 

The Bath did me more good than I thought any thing could do 
me ; but all that good does not amount to what builders call halt- 
repairs, and only keeps up the ſhattered fabric a little longer than 
it would have ſtood without them : but take my word for it, it wall 
ſtand but a very little while longer. I am now in my grand climac- 
teric, and ſhall not compleat it. Fontenelle's laſt words at a hun- 
dred were, Fe /oufre detre (a) : (I feel the pain of being). Deaf 

and 


(a) Lord Cheſterfield wrote this but fix weeks after the death of Fontenelle; but, as his infor- 
mation of that celebrated Frenchman's obſervations on his own death is imperfect, the readers 
will not be ditpleaſed to find here a more accurate, as well as fuller, account of his dying words, 
given us by his countryman M. le Cat in his eulogy of that great man: „ His end was the 
« laſt period of a machine, ſettled by the laws X nature, Nis death was not preceded by any 
« fickneſs; nine days before it happened, he perceived a conſiderable diminution in his ſtrength, 
and prepared for his diſſolution, by performing the duties of an honeſt man and a chriſtian. lt 
6 proved, however, much flower than he expected, which made him ſay three days before his 21 


8 
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and infirm as I am, I can with truth ſay the ſame thing at ſixty- 
three. In my mind, it is only the ſtrength of our paſſions, and the 
weakneſs of our reaſon, that make us ſo fond of life; but, when 
the former ſubſide and give way to the latter, we grow weary 
of being, and willing to withdraw. I do not recommend this 
train of ſerious reflections to you, nor ought you to adopt them. 
Our ages, our ſituations are widely different. You have children 
to educate and provide for, you have all your ſenſes, and can enjoy 
all the comforts both of domeſtic and ſocial life. I am in every 
ſenſe /o/e, and have wound up all my bottoms, I may now walk 
off quietly, neither miſſing nor miſſed. Till when, 


CD fries — — bd — — oF — 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 


a 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER Cxi. 


— v ©. ao a 


TO THE SAME. 


TY 


| London, April 16, 1757. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


HE books, which my confrere Vabbe Guaſco has ſent from 
Paris to comte Cobenzel, and he to you, are the laſt volumes 

of the Memoires of Pacademie des belles lettres, of which, as you 
know, I have the honor to be an unworthy member. Thoſe me- 
moires are our annual perquiſites, and they are really not only very 
entertaining, but very inſtructive books. However, I am in no 
manner of haſte ; ſo pray keep them for me, till, without trouble to 


66 did not think I ſhould have made ſo much ado about dying. He continued a philoſopher to the 
« laſt, and preſerved the full enjoyment of all his faculties, He reflected upon his own ſitua- 
tion, juſt as he would have done upon that of another man, and ſeemed to be obſerving a phæ- 
« nomenon, Drawing very near his end, he ſaid, this is the firſt death I haue ever ſeen ; and his 
* phyſician having aſked him, whether he was in pain, or what he felt, his anſwer was, I feel 
* nothing but a iffeult of exiſling. (Je ne ſens autre choſe qu'une difficulte detre.) 


25. vourſelf 7 
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yourſelf, or any body elſe, you find a convenient opportunity of 
ſending them to me. Pray make my compliments and excuſe to 
comte Cobenzel, for the trouble he has had about them. 

I returned the laſt week from the Bath, where I had run for a fort- 
night only, more for the ſake of journeying, which always does me 
good, than drinking the waters, though they always do me ſome; 
and both together have now made me as well as I ever expect to be, 
and better than probably I commonly ſhall be. But this my pre- 
fent ſtate is at beſt an intermediate ſtate between health and illneſs, 
with which my phüloſophy makes me content. 

Our public ſituation of affairs is now perhaps more ridiculous and 
unaccountable than ever; for thoſe who would form themſelves 
into an. adminiſtration, cannot. Two poſts, which were once thought 
.confiderable ones, which uſed to be ſollicited by many, and wiſhed 
For by more, I mean thoſe of ſecretary of ſtate, and chancellor of 
the exchequer, have been profered about to a degree of proſtitution, 
and yet refuſed. The late poſſeſſors of them were moſt imprudently 
turned out, before the end of the ſeſſion, and are thereby become 
not only the moſt, but perhaps the only two, popular men now in 
-this kin gdom. .... ß , ,,, 

Where all this confuſion will end, God only knows: but, for a 
while at leaſt, I believe, it will center in Fox, who, at the end of 
the ſeſſion, will, I preſume, be the firſt commiſſioner of the trea- 
fury, and chancellor of the exchequer. In that caſe, the duke of 
Newcaſtle and his friends will probably join with Mr. Pitt and his, 
who united will make a ſtrength, that the new miniſtry will not be 
able to withſtand. Ainſi va le monde. (This is the way of the world.) 

This would be the right ſeaſon for you, to carry your children to 
the Hague, to be inoculated, and a very proper one alſo, I ſhould 
think, for you to aſk leave to go there, as you cannot have any buſi- 
neſs now at Bruſſels. I look upon inoculation to be ſo uſeful and 
.neceſlary a preventive, that I would not delay it one hour. I do not, 
at the ſame time, recommend to you to be inoculated yourſelf, though 
you have never had the ſmall pox, becauſe at your time of life, per- 
.haps, it may not be quite ſo ſafe. My compliments to Mrs. Dayrolles 
and Ce. and 16 we heartily bid you good night. 


LE I- 
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HET TER en: 


TO. THE SAME. 


Blackheath, July 4, 1757. 
DEAR DAYTROLLES,. 


HAVE been ſome time in your debt. The reaſon of it was, that 
I waited from week to week, to inform you what miniſtry 
ſhould be finally ſettled, for there was one to be ſettled every week, 
for theſe laſt three months. Sometimes the duke of Newcaſtle and . 
Co. were to make. up matters with Fox and Co. : then that plan 
failed. Then Pitt and Co. were to join with Newcaſtle and. Co.: 
and that broke off. At laſt, after many negotiations, breakings off, 


and reconciliations, things are at laſt fixed, as it is called, in the 
manner you ſee in the news-papers. About three weeks. ago, Fox 


was in a manner declared the miniſter, to the excluſion of the duke : 
of Newcaſtle and Pitt, and the ſeals of the chancellorſhip of the 
exchequer were to have been given him the next day. Upon this, . 
Holdernefſe reſigned, the duke of Rutland and ſome others declared 


their intentions of following his example, and many refuſed the 


places that were offered them by Fox, as the firſt miniſter for thoſe 
two or. three days. Upon theſe diſcouragements, Fox went to the 


king, and told him, that it was impoſſible for him, in ſuch a ſituation, 
to undertake. the management of affairs. The king hereupon, 
though very unwillingly, ſent for the duke of Newcaftle again, 
and at laſt, after a thouſand difficulties, things are as you have ſeen 


them, by laſt poſt, in the news- papers. # #. 4 + „ „ 


Theſe are only the outlines of what has paſſed: the details would 
fill reams of paper, which you would not have time to read, nor I to 
write. 5 

Whoever is in, or whoever is out, I am ſure we are undone, 
both at home and abroad; at home, by our increaſing debt and ex- 
pences ; abroad by our ill luck, and incapacity. The king of Pruſſia, 
the only ally we had in the world, is now, I tear, hors de combat. 
Hanover, 


4 


— 5 , ]³ Üu V _ & 4 


* — PR TIT LT — 


[| 
1 
1 

11 
1. 

i 
bi 
pi 
d 
& 
£4 
1 
0 
1 
5 


rr =A 


440 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


Hanover, I look upon to be, by this time, in the ſame ſituation with 
Saxony; the fatal conſequence of which is but too obvious. The 
French are maſters to do what they pleaſe in America. We are 
no longer a nation. I never yet ſaw ſo dreadful a proſpect (a). 
As Colloredo () and Zöhrn (e) are recalled from hence, without 
taking leave, I ſuppoſe you will receive the ſame orders from hence ; 
which muſt be very inconvenient to you, # # „ + #% 
I am rather in a better ſtate than I have been in for ſome time paſt, 
and as a proof of it, I went poſt thirty miles beyond York, to make 
a viſit of four days only to fir Charles Hotham, and was back here, 
at my hermitage, the eleventh day. However, you muſt not judge 
from this, that I have recovered my health and ſtrength of ſeven 
years ago; but only that I am a leſs miſerable and uneaſy being to 
myſelf, than I have been theſe laſt two years. If my body will 
but let me alone, while it laſts, I am ſatisfied ; for my mind I am 
ſure will. Adieu, my dear friend, | 
Yours, 


C. 


_—— 


'L ET'T'E'R n. 


TO THE SAME, 


Blackheath, Aug. 15, 1757. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


HAVE this moment received your letter, and am, as you will 
eaſily believe, much concerned at your preſent ſituation, and the 
more ſo as I know that no man in Europe has a quicker ſenſe of diſ- 
treſſes than you have. This occurs to me, though problematically, 
to prevent ſome of the inconveniencies you mention. Why ſhould 
you not ſtay at the Hague, till Mrs. Dayrolles is brought to bed, 


(a) Subſiſting only in the noble writer's imagination, which was rendered ſomewhat gloomy by 
his own melancholy ſituation, and his feelings for his country. | 

(b) The envoy and minifter plenipotentiary from the Imperia', to the Britiſh, court. 

. Secretary of embaſly from the ſame court. 


and 
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and in the mean time have your children inoculated by the profeſſor, 
Beſides, as the war muſt ſoon now be at an end, for it is evident that 
neither we, nor our only ally, the king of Pruſſia, can carry it on 
three months longer; perhaps you may have a better chance of re- 
covering your old employment, or of getting ſome other of that ſort, 
by being ready on the other fide of the water than on this. - All 
that I can do, you are ſure that I will do. I will ſpeak ſtrongly to his 
grace; but whether he can ſerve you, or who can, is much above 
my 1kill to diſcover, for, in the preſent unaccountable ſtate of our 
domeſtic affairs, no man knows, who is miniſter, and who not. 
We inquire here, as the old woman at Amſterdam did long ago, 
on demeure le ſowverain ? (where does the ſovereign live)? 

In my retirement, and with my deafneſs, and other infirmities, I 
am uſeleſs to you, and to every body elſe; but in my ſentiments, 
I am not the leſs warmly and faithfully, 


Yours, 
Go 


þ — 
"—_ 


LETTER CXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Dec. 10, 1757. 


PASS over lightly the arrival of the young lady, to congra- 
tulate you very heartily upon Mrs. Dayrolles's recovery from pain 
and danger. My compliments to her thereupon. 

I am glad that Keith goes ſoon to Ruſſia; he will execute his orders, 
I believe, faithfully, but I wiſh we had ſomebody there, who could 
occaſionally ſoften, or invigorate, his inſtructions, venture to take 
ſomething upon himſelf, inſinuate rather than propoſe, and 
according to occurrences, ſay more or leſs than he thinks ; but 
where is this man? I am ſure I do not know him. I with the 
king of Pruſſia could and would ſend a very able fellow, who be- 
VoL. II. ETI longs 
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longs to him, incognito to Peterſburg. It is one Cagnoni, who is 
well acquainted with that court, and is, I believe, the ableſt, and 
moſt dextrous, agent for that ſort of work in Europe. We may 
flatter ourſelves as much as we pleaſe, and be in filly high ſpirits 
upon trifling fortunate events, but if we cannot break the alliance, 
that now ſubſiſts againſt us, we muſt be finally undone ; and that 
is as demonſtrable, as it is that three are more than one. O, but now 
we have hopes of Denmark; ſuch hopes, I ſuppoſe, as we had 
very lately of Spain, with whom we never were worſe than at that 
very moment. But take my word for it, you will not get Denmark, 
Aue diable feroit notre gendre dans cette galere ? (Why ſhould our 
ſon in law (a) interfere in this quarrel)? Will he renounce the French 
ſubſidies, which he now enjoys gratis and quietly, and thruſt him- 
ſelf in, between Ruſſia and Sweden, to be cruſhed by both ? 
Are we in a ſituation to invite or tempt foreign powers to embark 
in our wretched bottom ? Surely not. They are perhaps not convinc- 
ed that we have heads to contrive; but they are very ſure, by ex- 
perience, that we have no hands to execute. *» # * v 
They know our debt, and they know our expence. Bern/dorf (O) ne Sy 
laiffera pas prendre. (Bernſdorf is not to be taken in). Our prince 
of Brunſwick will, I believe, have the advantage in the firſt blow, 
and then how glad we ſhall be, in what ſpirits! The poſt atter- 
wards will bring an account of Hanover's being put to fire and ſword; 
and then how ſorry, how dejected we ſhall be! *# x # #* +* 

His grace of Bedford ſeems to paſs his time but indifferently in 
Ireland. Our news-mongers here recal him from Ireland, and make 
him lord ſteward, which by the way, I dare ſay, he will not accept 
of. They ſend lord Holdernefle in his room to Ireland, where, if 
he does go, the Lord have mercy upon him ! for that machine is 
falling to pieces, let who will go. Then they make lord Halifax 
ſecretary of ſtate in his ſtead, and Dupplin firſt lord of trade. Whe- 
ther this, or but half on't, or none on't, be true, I little either know 
or care. I am but a paſſenger, and ſo near my journey's end, that 
I am very little inquiſitive about the remainder of it. 


(a) The king of Denmark. This lord Cheſterfield took from Moliere's Fourberies de Scapin. 
Several of this 1nimitable author's ſentences are become proverbs, 
(5) The prime miniſter of Denmark. 


2 . [ 
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I am very antdell, but not worſe than when I wrote to you laſt. 
This, I am ſure, I am, 7 Tp 
: Yours, 

C. 


P. S. This moment I have received the news of the king of 
Pruſſia's farther ſucceſſes. I am very glad of them, but calmly fo. 
whereas I am ſure they will make many, I might ſay moſt, peo- 
ple drunk, and mad with joy. But the great alliance ſtill ſubſiſts, 
and that is the object that I have always in my mind. I have alſo 
this morning received a letter from the reſident at Hambourg, (a) 
in which he tells me that he has reaſon to believe, that he ſhall be 
ſoon ordered to return here, to attend this ſeſſion of parliament. I 
hope he is miſinformed; for, in the firſt place, I ſee no probability 
that his ſingle vote can be wanted, as the vigorous proſecution of the 
war, the king of Pruſſia for ever, and down with the French, makes 
all that mob as unanimous as any bear-garden mob whatſoever. In 
the next place, it would take the boy from his trade, which he has 
but begun to learn, and ſeems to apply himſelf to, to be ſauntering 
about the ſtreets of London, with all our young faineans. Pray, 
therefore loſe no time in ſolliciting the duke of Newcaſtle and lord 
Hölderneſſe, in my name, that he may not be ſent for over this 
year, unleſs there ſhould be ſuch an abſolute neceſſity for one ſingle 
vote, as I am ſure I cannot, and as I believe they do not, foreſee. 
I ſhould be very glad hereafter, to have him find favour in his walk 
of life ; but I would firſt have him deſerve it, by his diligence and 
abilities. This winter's interruption of his buſineſs, would put him 
at leaſt three or four years back. Therefore again, with my beſt 
compliments to the duke of Newcaſtle and lord Holderneſſe, tell them 
that I earneſtly beg it as a favour of them, that he may not return 
this year at leaſt, without a moſt abſolute neceſlity. 


C. 


(a) His fon Mr. Stanhope, then member of parliament for Leſkard in Cornwall. 
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LETTER ON. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Bath, Dec. 20, 155). 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


* * * * * I AM afraid ſtill, as I told you in a former, of the 
conſequences of the king of Pruffia's paſſionate deſire of taking 


Breſlaw, not only for the ſake of recovering his capital of Sileſia, 
but of taking prince Charles Daun, and the numerous Auſtrian gar- 


riſon; exactly the caſe of Prague. As to our final ſucceſs upon the 
whole of the war, I abſolutely deſpair of it, and I think it muſt 


neceſſarily end both diſgracefully and diſadvantageouſly for us. Were 


my three ſchemes executed, as I am morally ſure they might be, 
our terms of peace would be ſomething better. I hope we ſhall no 
longer be frightened out of our wits, with the never-intended French 


invaſion of this country, which has been hitherto puffed by, I 


know who, and I know why, and has crippled all our operations 
abroad. Is lord Loudon recalled as the news-papers ſay ? For my 
part, ſince he is there, I would rather continue him, and ſend him 
poſitive and unequivocal orders what to do, than fend a new man, 
who might perhaps get there too late, and might then, if a back- 


ward one, plauſibly plead his ignorance of the ſtate of thoſe affairs, 


and a0 nnng a, S700 08-88 
Adien, my friend. 


Yours, 
C. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Chriſtmas-day, 1757; 
DEAR DAYROLLES, . 

HAVE, this moment, received your letter. I firmly believe 
the king of Pruſſia's victory at Liſſa; the account of it, to, and 
from, the two Mitchels /a) muſt, I think upon the whole, be 
true, though perhaps magnified in particular parts. I am very 
glad of it; but foberly ſo, for, to give me joy, I muſt have a 
great deal more. If there has been a battle in the electorate, I 
will venture to propheſy that thoſe who attacked got the better; 
for 1 ſuppoſe that monſieur de Richelieu would be wiſe enough not 
no riſk a battle, without a great ſaperiority, and in that caſe, if he 
attacked, I fear we ſhall be beaten ; but if he fonnd himſelf in a 
ſituation, 1h which he could not avoid a battle, and that we attacked. 
him, I think we ſhall beat him. But if we do, ſtill mark the end on't. 
The more I think over the three plans mentioned in my laſt, the 
more I think them both neceſſary and practicable. This, at leaſt, 
I am ſure of, that they are our laſt convulſive ſtruggles, for at this 
rate we cannot poſſibly live through the year 1759. Nous jouons de 
notre refte, and therefore ſhould puſh it, @ toute outrance. (This 
being our laſt ſtroke ſhould be a deſperate one.) 

As for the houſe of lords, I may ſay with truth, what can I do 
in that numerous afſembly, who cannot enjoy the company of three 
or four friends, by the chimney corner, or round a table? Can I, 
or ſhould I fpeak, when 1 cannot reply? No: quiet is both my 
choice and- my lot. The will muſt now ftand for the deed; I ſhall 
ſincerely wiſh well to my ſpecies, to my country, and to my friends, 
but can ſerve none of them. What little offices I can do in private 
hte, I will to my power. 


(a) Sir Andrew Mitehel, the Britiſh envoy to the Pruſſian court, and Mr, Michel, for many 
years reſident from the King of Pruſſia in London. 
This. 
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This is the ſeaſon of compliments, conſequently of lyes, I will 
therefore make you none, at ſuch a ſuſpicious time. You know, 
I love you, Mrs. Dayrolles, and all who belong to you both : gueſs 
the reſt, | 


Yours, faithfully, 
, | C. 


2 — 


L ET TE AN CXVIL 


TO THE SAME. | 
Blackheath, June 10, 1763, 


DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 Heartily congratulate you upon your gout, it is a certain cure for 

all your other complaints. -It is a proof of preſent riches, and 
a certain pledge of their future increaſe.----It is a ſign of long life, 
for it is well known that every man lives juſt as long after the firſt fit 
of the gout, as he had done before it. X 

Though this fit has been a very ſlight and ſhort one, it is, however, 
an earneſt of frequent, and beneficial, returns of it. 

It. is a grant of health for life, not in the power of kings and 
courts to give or take away, and therefore more valuable than all 
the places and reverſions, which his majeſty has been pleaſed to 
grant lately to ſo many of his faithful ſubjects. 

As an introduction to this laſt favour, it pleaſed heaven to grant 
you previouſly a great ſhare of exemplary patience, to enable you to 
make a right uſe of it. 

But after all, if compariſon leſſens calamities, and that you ſhould 
grumble a little at ſome trifling ſhootings and throbbings in your 
foot, any lady can aſſure you, that they are nothing when compa- 
red to the pangs of child-bearing. 

God bleſs you and Co. very ſeriouſly ; for I am very ſeriouſly 
and ſincerely 

Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


LET- 
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LETTER - CXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


. 1 Blackheath, Sept. 10, 1772. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 5 


Know, by long experience of your friendſhip, that you will not 
1 grudge in a manner any trouble, that I may deſire of you, that 
can either be of uſe or pleaſure to me. My preſent” requeſt to you 
is of that kind. 

I have had ſeveral letters from the boy (a), ſince he has been. 
abroad, and hitherto all ſeems to go very well. But I am too old to 
truſt to appearances, and therefore I will beg of you to write to Mr. 
D'Eyverdun(4), and deſire him to ſend you a letter concerning every 
thing good or bad, about him. You muſt be ſenſible of the great 
importance, which it is of for me to be thoroughly informed of his 
faults, as well as of his perfections ; and this is, if not the only one, 
I am ſure the beſt, method, of my knowing them really and truly. 

I am. rather better than I was, when you ſaw me laſt, but indeed: 
very little, and extremely weak. I hope you and tutti quanti are 
in a better plight. My compliments to them all, and believe me to: 
be, what [ ſincerely am, 


Your faithful friend, 


and. very humble ſervant; 


CHESTERFIELD. 


(a) The prefent earl of Cheſterſield. 


(% A Swiſs gentleman, of great merit, to whom the care of the young man was intruſted by. 
our carl, during, his firſt travels, 


LE T- 
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LETTER CXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 17, 1792, 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


1 Acknowledge my blunder ; for how ſhould the boy and monſieur 
DEyverdun have communicated to you their direction, with- 
out inſpiration, which, though you are a very devout man, I don't 
believe has been granted you. The direction is very ſhort ; To 
monſieur D'Eyverdun at Leipſig, and I ſend all my letters by the 
common poſt, and not one of them has miſcarned. 
I am very angry at the return of Mrs. Dayrolles's old complaint, 
eſpecially as ſhe is out of the call of doctor Warren; but I am glad 
to hear, that your olive-branches are all well. Good night to you, 


Yours, moſt faithfully and ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


—_— — 
——_—. 


2— 


LETTER CMX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 24, 1772. 
DEAR DAYROLLES, 


Have juſt now received your letter, and likewiſe the copy of that, 
which, at my requeſt, you wrote to * * *. I think it mult have 
its effect. 
I am extremely ſorry for Mrs. Dayrolles's ſituation, but I am a 
little 1n her caſe ; for it is now four months ſince I have been la- 
bouring under a diarrhoea, which our common doctor Warren has 
not been able to cure. To be nearer him, and all other helps, I 
thall ſettle in town this day ſennight, which is the beſt place, for 
ſick people, or well people, to reſide at, for health, buſinets, or 
pleaſure. God bleſs you all, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
I LET- 
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LETTER CXXl*. 
To Sir Tromas ROBINSON Bart. 


= pete Blackheath, Oct. 13, 17 56. 
SIR, | 4 | 


WHAT can a hermit ſend you from hence in return for your 

entertaining letter, but his thanks? I ſee nobody here by 
choice, and I hear nobody by neceſſity. As for the contem- 
plations of a deaf, ſolitary fick man, I am ſure they cannot be en- 
tertaining to a man in health and ſpirits, as I hope you are. Since I 
ſaw you, I have had not one hour's health, the returns of my 
vertigos and ſubſequent weakneſſes and languors, grow both ſtronger 
and more frequent, and in ſhort I exiſt to no one good purpoſe of 
life, and therefore do not care how ſoon ſo uſeleſs and tireſome an 
exiſtence ceaſes entirely. This wretched ſituation makes me read 
with the utmoſt coolneſs and indifference the accounts in the news 
papers, for they are my only informers now you are gone, of 
wars abroad, and changes at home. I wiſh well to my ſpecies in 
general, and to my country in particular, and therefore lament the 
havock that is already made, and likely to be made, of the former, 
and the inevitable ruin which I ſee approaching by great ſtrides to 
the latter: but, I confeſs, thoſe ſenſations are not ſo quick in me 
now as formerly; long illneſs blunts them, as well as others, and 
perhaps too, ſelf-love being now out of the caſe, I do not feel ſo ſen- 
ſibly for others, as I ſhould do, if that were more concerned. This 
I know is wrong, but I fear it is nature. 


This and the two following detached letters are fallen into my hands: however uncon- 
netted with the former, they are here inſerted, as, I flatter myſelf, every genuine piece of the 
noble author will prove acceptable to my readers. | 2 
I have been informed that an intimate acquaintance ſubſiſted between the writer of the follow- 

ing letters, and the gentleman to whom they are adreſſed for above half a century, which 2 riſe 
to a very voluminous correſpondence. Should theſe letters, together with the anſwers, that have 
been carefully preſerved, ever appear in print, as poſſibly they may, they muſt prove an agreeable 
literary acquiſition, and furniſh a very ſtriking and progreſſive picture of modern times. 


r | M m m Since 
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Since you: are your own ſteward, do not cheat yourſelf, for x 
bave known many a man loſe more by being: his own ſteward, than 
he would have been robbed of by any other: tenants are always too 
hard for landlords, eſpecially ſuch landlords as think they underſtand 
thoſe matters and do not, which with ſubmiſſion may poſſibly be 
your caſe. 
I go next week to the Bath by orders of the ſkilful, which! 
obey becaufe all places are alike to me; otherwiſe, I expect no ad- 
vantage from it. But in all places, I ſhall be moſt faithfully 


Yours, 


d. 


n —" — 2 * * . * he. . ii. at * — * — — * — A _—_ _— — 


KEETTER CAR 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Jan. 15, 1757. 


ECEIVED of fir Thomas Robinſon baronet, two letters, the 

one bearing date the roth, the other the x 3th. of this preſent 
month, both containing great information and amuſement, for which 
I promiſe to pay at ſight my ſincereſt thanks and acknowledgments :: 
witneſs my hand. 


CHESTERFIELD. 


This promiſing note is all that, in my preſent ſtate of ignorance 
and dullneſs, I can offer you; for pay, I cannot. The attempt upon 
the king of France was undoubtedly the reſult of religious enthu- 
ſiaſm: for civil enthuſiaſm. often draws. the ſword, but ſeldom the 
dagger. The latter ſeems ſacred to eccleſiaftical purpoſes; it mutt 
have a great effect upon him one way or other, according as fear or 
reſentment may operate. In the former caſe, he will. turn bigot, 

= | which 
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which is the moſt likely. In the, latter he would turn man, Which 


I do not take to be eaſy for him. In either caſe, the prieſthood 
or the parliament muſt be deſperate. And with all my heart. 


I am inpatient to read ſome of the 209 letters addreſſed to your 
| humble ſervant, under the name of Fitz Adam, for God forbid that 
I ſhould read them all. 

Though Archibald Bower, eſq; has uſed a great deal of paper, he 
has not, in my opinion, wiped himſelf clean; a noble friend of 
ours loves ſudden and extraordinary converſions, but, for my part, 
1 am very apt to ſuſpect them. 

I ſhall ſo ſoon have the pleaſure of ſeeing you in perſon, that 1 


Will ſpare you upon paper, and only aſſure you, en attendant mieux, 
that 1 am moſt faithfully 


Yours, 


C, 


LETTER CXXIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 30, 1767. 
8 I Ry x 


1 CANNOT conceive why you will not allow your letter to have 

been a news letter; I am ſure JI received it as fuch, and a very 
welcome one too. However, I am glad you do not reckon it one, 
for that makes me expect another very ſoon, according to a good 
cuſtom, which I hope you will not break through now. 

I aſk no politics, they are both above and below me. I have 
quite loſt the clue to them, and ſhould only bewilder myſelf, if I 
were to put my head into that labyrinth. The three great 
ſtrokes of lord —— I approve of. The incloſure of the king's 

Mm m 2 foreſts, 
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foreſts, now an expence to the crown, and a great grievance to the 
country, will be an advantage to both, and I am aſtoniſhed it has 
not been done long ago; but for a general exciſe, it muſt change 
its name by act of parliament before it will go down with the peo- 
ple, who know names better than things. For aught I know, if an 
act for a general exciſe were to be entitled an act for the better ſecur- 
ing the liberty and property of his majeſty's ſubjects, by repealing 
ſome of the moſt burthenſome cuſtom-houſe laws, it might be 
gladly received. 

The two great weddings you mention have ſupplied the town 
with that ſort of converſation which 1s the fitteſt for them.. Cuſtom, 
which governs much more than reaſon, has laid the tax of fooliſh 
expence upon young and rich couples, which is collected by folly, 
I do not entirely diſapprove of that ingenious gentleman, who has 
married ; he has ruſhed into the danger to avoid the apprehen- 
ſion, reflecting no doubt that, had he married any other woman of 
equal beauty, he muſt at all events have worn the. faſhionable badge 
of diſtinction that he now does. 

I flatter myſelf that I am well with your brother, the primate of 
Ireland, who is here at preſent in perfect health, and by much the 
fatteſt of the family. My brother's fit I take to have been only ſuch. 
a vertigo as I have had a thouſand times formerly,.when, 1t I had not 
been ſupported by two people, I ſhould have fallen down. I-have 
ſent him my preſcription, which, I am ſure, will relieve, if not cure 
him, if he will but follow it. 


Yours faithfully, 


LET- 
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LETTER CXXIV. 


To Dr. CHEYNE, of Bath *. 


London, April 20, 1742. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 
Yo UR inquiries and advice concerning my health are very pleaſ- 
ing marks of your remembrance and friendſhip, which, I 

affure you, I value as I ought. It is very true, I have during theſe 
laſt three months, had frequent returns of my giddineſſes, languors, 
and other nervous ſymptoms, for which 1 have taken vomits ; 
the firſt did me good, the others rather diſagreed with me. It is 
the ſame with my diet; ſometimes the loweſt agrees, at other times 
diſagrees with me. In fhort, after all the attention and obſervation 
I am capable of, I can hardly ſay what does me good and what not. 
My conſtitution conforms itſelf ſo much to the faſhion of the times, 
that it changes almoſt daily its friends for its enemies, and its ene- 
mies for its friends. Your alkaliſed mercury, and your Burgundy, , 
have proved its two moſt conſtant friends. I take them both now, 
and with more advantage than any other medicine I propoſe go- 
ing again to Spa, as ſoon as the ſeaſon will permit, having really 
received great benefit by thoſe waters laſt year, and I find my 
ſhattered tenement admits of but half repairs, and requires them 
annually. | 

The corpus ſanum, which you wiſh me, will never be my lot, 
but the nens /ana J hope will be continued to me, and then I ſhall 
better bear the infirmities of the body. Hitherto, far from impair- 
ing my reaſon, they have only made me more reaſonable, by ſubdu- 
ing the tumultuous and troubleſome paſſions. I enjoy my friends - 
and my books as much as ever, and I ſeek for no other enjoy ments; 
ſo that I am. become a perfect philoſopher, but whether malgre moi 
or no, I will not take upon me to determine, not being ſure that we 
do not owe more of our merit to accidents than our pride and -ſelt-- 
love are willing to aſcribe to them. 
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I read with great pleaſure your book, which your bookſeller ſent 
me according to your directions. The phyſical part is extremely 
good, and the metaphyſical part may be ſo too, for what I know, 
and I believe it is, for. as I look upon all metaphyſics to be gueſ 
work of imagination, I know no imagination likelier to hit upon the 
right than yours; and I will take your gueſs againſt any other 
metaphyſician's whatſoever. That part, which is founded upon 
knowledge and experience, I look upon as a work of public utility, 
and for which the preſent age and their poſterity may be obliged to 


you, if they will be pleaſed to follow it. 


THE END OF THE SECOND BOOK. 


LORD CHESTERFIEL D's 


LETTERS to his FRIENDS. 


B O O K III. 


EVT 


To Dr. RICHARD CHENEVIKX;. 


LoRD BISHOT oH W ATERFORD, 


AN D 


TO SOME OTHER FRIENDS: 


In TRELAND. 


ADVERTISEMEA NT. 


HE originals of the letters to the biſhop of Waterford were entruſted 
with me, by that venerable prelate, after he had ſent me cop les of 
all, made under his eyes. 


The letter to Dr. Whitcombe, and that to the late Dr. Madden, are 
only printed from copies, for which I am indebted to the ſame benevo- 
lent friend. 


From him alſo I received the fix original letters to Thomas Prior, eſq; 
a man, whoſe philanthropy, and zealous attachment to the real interefts 
of his country were deſervedly applauded, and flirenuouſly encouraged, 
by the earl of Cheſterfield. 


Moft of the notes ſubjoined to theſe letters were ſent me by the biſhop 
of Waterford, and contain ſuch informations, as he alone could give. 
A few of my own I have ventured to add, but only in caſes where ſome 
elucidation ſeemed requiſite. 


Sir John Irwine, knight of the Bath, and commander in chicf of his 
majeſtys forces in Ireland, was pleaſed to communicate ſuch of the letters 
from his noble friend, as he judged worthy of the attention of the 
public, Ti bough ſeveral of them were written while the general was 
either in England or abroad, yet, as maſi relate to Iriſh affairs, it Was 
O_ proper to inſert them in this book. | 

The three laſt letters, vis. two from Dr. Swift to lord Cheſterfield, 
and one from his lordſbip to the Dean, though printed before*, were too 
remarkable to be detached from a collection, intended in a great meaſure 
to preſerve the original features of perſons, equally diftingu! {hed by their 
bumor and their wit. 


* Thoſe of the Dean, in his Works, vol. VIII. in 4to.; lord Cheſterfield's in Hawkeſworth's 
Collection of Dr. Swift's Letters. 


Vo L. II, | N nn 


* = « — 
* VR 


— 
— 


— _ — 
— — — — — — 


— — —— — — — tne — — — — _ - = — — iden 
— — —ñ— EI — — 0 - —— — — — 2 
— 3 —— - — = — , — _ 
1 — = — — 2252 
— 2 


* — 


— — 222887 


n — — — — . 
* ” — ——K—*HBðlm — — —ĩ˙ͤ—·—ß⁊ . 2 — 


Lord CHESTERFIELD's LETTERS. 


B O O K III. 


L ET T E R 1. 


To Dr. R. CHENEVTX, Lord Biſhop of Waterford. 


London, Feb. 15, 1740. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 


THANK you for both your letters, I would have acknowledged 


your former ſooner, but partly buſineſs and partly diſpiritedneſs 
hindered me. | 


We have both loſt a good friend in Scarborough ; nobody can 


replace him to me, I with I could replace him to you; but as things 


ſtand, I ſee no great hopes of it. 

As for the living of Southwark, I would not adviſe you to ex- 
pect it; for u I am perſuaded will never let you have it. He carries 
his reſentment to the higheſt degree even againſt the memory of 
one, who was but too long his friend, and too little a while his 
enemy, However, when it becomes vacant, I would have you 
renew your application for it. 


I am, with great truth, 
Your ſincere friend, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
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LETT & NM 


TO THE SAME. 


Spa, July 4, N. S. 1741. 


DEAR DOCTOR, 


T was with real concern that I heard you were ill, and it is with 

equal truth that I hope this will find you perfecty recovered : 
that virtue, which makes you fit, and it may be willing, to die, 
makes thoſe who are acquainted with it, as I am, unwilling you 
ſhould ; therefore take care of your health, and let it not be affected 
by a too great ſenſibility of thoſe misfortunes that inſeparably 
attend our ſtate here. Do all you can to prevent them, but, when 
inevitable, bear them with reſolution ; this 1s the part I take with 
relation to my own health : I do all I-can to retrieve and improve it, 
and if I acquire it, I will do all I can to preſerve it; my bodily in- 
firmities ſhall as little as poſſible affect my mind, and fo far at leaf 
I will leflen the weight of them. 

Theſe waters have already done me ſo much good, that I have 
reaſon to expect a great deal more from them, and I expect ſtill more 
benefit from paſſing my autumn afterwards in conſtant travelling 
through the ſouth of France : thus you ſee I anticipate eventually 
the good, which is at leaſt ſo much clear gain, let what will happen 
afterwards ; do ſo too, dear doctor, and be as well, and as happy, as 
you are ſincerely wiſhed to be by 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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LETTER Mt. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 6, 1942. 


DEAR DOCTOR, 


WILL not tell you that I am ſorry for your Southwark diſap- 

pointment *, becauſe, as the Iriſhman ſaid, I think you have got 
a loſs ; and conſidering the charge of removing, and the increaſe of 
your expence by living in London, I am ſure you would have been 
no gainer by your preferment, and yet you would have been looked 
upon by the court as provided for. I need not tell you, I am ſure, 
how much I with to be able to contribute to the advantageous change 
of your ſituation ; but I am ſure too, that I cannot tell you when I 
ſhall ; for, till I can do it conſiſtently with my honor and conſcience, 
Iwill not do it at all, and I know you do not defireIſhould. The public 
has already aſſigned me different employments, and among others 
that which you mention ; but I have been offered none, I have aſked 
for none, and I will accept of none, till I ſee a little clearer into mat- 
ters than I do at preſent : I have oppoſed meaſures, not men, and 
the change of two or three men only is not a ſufficient pledge to 
me that meaſures will be changed, nay rather an indication that 
they will not; and I am ſure no employment whatſoever ſhall 
prevail with me to ſupport meaſures I have ſo juſtly oppoſed. A 
good conſcience is in my mind a better thing than the beſt employ- 
ment, and I will not have the latter till I can keep it with the 
former : when that can be, I ſhall not decline a public life, though in 


* The Southwark diſappointinent, which his lordſhip alludes to, was my not getting the pariſh 
66 of S. Olave's, when it became vacant, which had been promiſed me, upon his lordſhip's firſt 
coming from Holland, by fir Robert Walpole, on the recommendation of lord Cheſterfield and 
lord Scarborough. On this promiſe not being kept, the latter complained to the king himſelf, 
e and in a ſtrong manner, of the little regard which had been paid to his recommendation in my 


“ favour,” | 
Letter from the biſhop of Waterford, 


truth 
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truth more inclined to a private one. You did very well to hinder 
vour friend, Mr. Hutchins *, from taking a uſeleſs journey. I have 
heard a very good charadier of him, and ſhall be very glad to do for 
him when in my power; but he muſt naturally ſuppoſe. too, that I 
have ſome prior engagements to ſatisfy, and you will poſſibly think 
it but reaſonable that you ſhould be my firſt care; at leaſt I think fo, 
for I am very faithfully yours, 

Sn 

My compliments to Mrs. Chenevix. 


r 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Nov. 3, 1743. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 


S this is a begging letter, I think I ſhould begin in the uſual 

ſtyle of thoſe epiſtles, and tell you that paſt favours embolden 
me to aſk for new ones, and that your ale was ſo good that I wiſh 
you would ſend me a little more of it. By the time it laſted me, 
tor I drank the laſt bottle yeſterday, you may judge, that I mean 
litterally but a little more, and if you ſend me more than you did 
laſt time, it will only be ſpoiled before it is drunk. 

My brother John told me he left you at Nottingham in perfect health, 
which l was extremely glad to hear, it being in my mind impoſſible for 
a man not to be happy with good health and a good conſcience like 
yours. Money may improve, but cannot make happineſs; and 
though I with it would improve yours, yet in the mean time, I am 
convinced that there are many more people in this kingdom that 
have reaſon to envy your ſituation, than to prefer their own to it. 


* Mr. Hutchins was a very worthy clergyman beneficed in Leiceſterſhire, and a diſtant rela- 
tion of his lordſhip. 


I have 
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I have been of late a little out of order with a cold; but bleeding 
ſet me right, and I am in hopes of reſiſting the winter tolerably, 
which is the trying ſeaſon to me. 

Adieu, dear doctor, divertiſſes-vous, il ry a rien de tel; and believe 
me moſt affectionately and faithfully, 

Yours 
C. 


DED MY 


TO THE SAME. 


Hague, March 12, N. S. 1745. 


1 PUT nothing at top of this letter, not knowing whether the 
familiar appellation of dear doclor would now become me; be- 


1 cauſe I hope that by the time you receive this letter, you will be, as it. 

8 were, my lord of Clonfert. I have the pleaſure of telling you, that 

u I have this day recommended you to the king, for the biſhoprick of 

that name, now vacant. by the tranſlation of its laſt biſhop to the ſee 

0 of Kildare. I hope my recommendation will not be refuſed, though 

10 I would not ſwear for it; therefore, do not abſolutely depend upon 
your conſecration, and ſtay quietly where you are, till you hear 

b further from me. I aſſure you, I expect few greater pleaſures in 

Sh the-remainder of my life, than that I now feel in rewarding your 

or 8 

long attachment to me, and, what I value ſtill more, your own me- 

8 rits and virtues. | 

m Yours ſincerely, 

at C. 

la- 

ve 


LL E T- 


favour of any one, except me, His lordſhip's anſwer was, that he would not continue lord lieu- 
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LETTER VI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Hague, April 27, N. S. 1745. 
DEAR DOCTOR, 


TOLD you, at firſt, not to reckon too much upon the ſucceſs 
of my recommendation; and I have ſtill more reaſon to give you 
the ſame advice now, for it has met with great difficulties, merely 
as mine, and I am far from knowing yet how it will end. Pray, 
give no anſwer whatſoever to any body, that either writes or ſpeaks 
to you upon that ſubject, but leave it to me, for I make it my own 
affair; and you ſhall have either the biſhoprick of Clonfert, or a 
better thing, or elſe I will not be lord lieutenant. I hope to be in 
England in about a fortnight, when this affair muſt and ſhall be 
brought to a deciſion #. Good night to you. 
Yours, 
C. 


* When the king refuſed his conſent to the making me a biſhop, he directed lord Harrington, 
then ſecretary of ſtate, to acquaint lord Cheſterfield that he would comply with his application in 


tenant of Ireland, except I had the vacant biſhoprick. One of the reaſons given by his majeſty, 
was becauſe he was told I wrote political pamphlets againſt the adminiſtration, which was abſo- 
lutely falſe; for I declare in the moſt ſolemn manner, that I never wrote any pamphlet whatever, 
and I further declare that lord Cheſterfield never employed me to negotiate for him any political 
tranſaction, though fir Robert thought ſo, ' becauſe I uſed to go to his lordſhip every morning at 
eight o'clock, and had the honor to ſtay with him till he was dreſſed. In conſequence of 
this, I was informed upon the beſt authority, that a perſon uſed to follow me upon my going out 
of his lorſhip's houſe ; and as I ſometimes went from lord Cheſterfield to lord Scarborough, fir 
Robert thought Þ carried meſſages from one to the other, which I never did. There was no 
occaſion for my doing it, as lord Scarborough made no ſecret of his going to lord Cheſterfield, for 
I have ſeen him myſelf go from his lordſhip to fir Robert, they living oppofite to each other, in 
St. James's Square. Another reaſon, the king gave for his refuſal, was becauſe lord Scarborough 
had complained to him, with ſome warmth, of the little regard that had been ſhewed to his re- 
commendation in my favour, : 
Perhaps another reaſon was, that his majeſty was glad to croſs his lordſhip's recommendation 
in my favour, knowing the great regard and affection he was ſo \ to have for me. 
rom the biſhop of Waterford, 


LET- 


— 
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GET THR VL. 
To THE SAME. 


| Hague, May 12, N. S. 1745. 
MY GOOD LORD, 
OW you are what I had poſitively declared you ſhould be, a 
biſhop ; but it is biſhop of Killaloe, not Clonfert, the latter 
refuſing the tranſlation. Killaloe, I am affured, is better. I heartily 
with you joy, and could not refuſe myſelf that pleaſure, though I am 


in the greateſt hurry imaginable, being upon my, journey to Helvoet- 
Sluys for England. Adieu. 


Yours, 
C. 


* 
—— „ 


_ _— — » 


LETTER VIII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 18, 1747. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


THANK you for your letter and for your kind hint, and am 
heartily glad to hear that you have made up your affair with 
your predeceſſor's widow. 

What becomes of your intended eſtabliſhment at Waterford for 
the reception of foreigners *? Does it go on ? It would be of great 
advantage to the town, and a good example to others. How does Mr. 
Smith's linen manufacture flouriſh with you ? If it proſpers, I ſhould 
think it would both invite and employ foreigners. I wiſh my coun- 
try people, for I look upon myſelf as an Iriſhman ſtill, would but 
attend half as much to thoſe uſeful objects, as they do to the glory of 
the militia and the purity of their claret. Drinking is a moſt beaſtly 


That ſcheme, intended for the encouragement of French proteſtants, did not anſwer the 
expectation of thoſe who had formed it. 
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vice in every country, but it 1s really a ruinous one to Ireland :: nine 
gentlemen. in ten in Ireland are impoveriſhed by the great quantity 
of claret, which, from miſtaken notions of hoſpitality and. dignity, 
they think it neceſſary ſhould be drunk in their houſes; this expence 
leaves them no room to improve their eſtates, by proper indulgence 
upon proper conditions to their tenants, who muſt pay them to the 
full, and upon the very day, that they may pay their wine mer- 
chants, | 

There was a law, in one of the.antient governments, I have forgot 
which *, that empowered a man to kill his wife, if ſhe ſmelt of wine. 
E moſt ſincerely wiſh that there were a law in Ireland, and better exe- 
cuted than moſt laws are, to empower the wives to kill their huſbands 
in the like caſe ; it would promote ſobriety extremely, if the effects 
of conjugal affection were fully conſidered. 

Do you grow fat? Are Mrs Chenevix and your children all well ? 
Are you as chearful and as happy as your good conſcience ought 
to make you-? I hope them all, for, upon my word, nobody loves. 
and values you more than | 


Your faithful friend and ſervant; 


CHESTERFIELD... 


LEP TE.R: IX; 


TO THE. SAME.. 
| 2707 + 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 AM very glad to hear of your ſafe arrival upon Iriſh ground, 
after your diſtreſſes upon the Iriſh ſeas : eſcapes always make 
people either much bolder or much more timid than they were be- 


* It was that of the antient Romans: that law, indeed, did not ſubſiſt long in all its ſeverity; 
but even when the ladies had obtained the permiſſion of drinking wine, they were puniſhed for 
abuling of that iudulgence, and the wife of a ſenator, having been convicted of drunkenneſs, was 
deprived of her marriage portion. 


+ This date is not in the hand of lord Cheſterfield ; and I ſaſpeRt it to be faulty. 
4 | fore; 
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fore; yours, I hope, will have the former of theſe effects, and en- 

courage you rather to viſit your friends in England. 

I have been a country gentleman a great while, for me, that is, for 

I have now been a fortnight together at Blackheath, and ſtay three 

or four days longer. The furor horten/is (garden-madneſs) has ſeized 

me, and my acre of ground here affords me more pleafure than king- 
doms do to kings; for my object is not to extend, but to enrich it. 

My gardener calls me, and I muſt obey. Be as well and as chear- 

ful as you can, andbelieve me moſt faithfully and truly 

Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LS 1 I SM Fo 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, March 748. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


THANK you for your kind letter, by which I am glad to 
find that you approve of my reſignation, and of my reſolution 
to enjoy the comforts of a private life : indeed I had enough both 
of the pageantry and hurry of public life, to ſee their futility, and 
I withdraw from them, #77 conviva ſatur (as a ſatisfied gueſt.) This 
conviction from experience ſecured me from regret : thoſe who have 
only ſeen the gaudy outſide of great ſtations, languiſh- for their 
hidden charms, which in my mind ſoon ſatiate after poſſeſſion *. 

I am very glad to hear that I ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 
and your family here this ſummer; I know that I cannot ſee a 
truer nor a warmer friend, which, I aſſure you, you may ſay too 


* When I had the honor to ſee lord Cheſterfield, ſome time after his reſignation, one rea- 
ſon he told me why he was glad he had reſigned, was becauſe it was very difficult, in the public 


tation he was in, to be intirely free from doing things that were not quite right. | 
Biſhop of Waterford. 
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waen you ſee me. I ſuppoſe that you will ſtop in your way in 
Nottinghatnſhire to ſee your fon, whom as you return you will pro- 
bably take with you to Ireland. | 
I have been here now a fortnight, and have found good by 
the waters, not that I had any great occaſion: for them, but, to ſay 
the truth, I came here chiefly to be out of the way of being talked to, 
and talked of, while my reſignation was the only object of converſa- 
tion in town. | 
Adieu, my dear lord: I cannot tell you how ſincerely and 
affectionately I am. 
| Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD, 


„ 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 28, 1749. | 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HIS is to moſt people, and in moſt places, the ſeaſon of lies, dig- 
nified and diſtinguiſhed by the name of compliments; with 
me it is a ſeaſon of truth, when I. aſſure you that I wiſh you, and all 
who belong to you, whatever you with. for yourſelves or for each 
other, more particularly health, with which nobody need be unhappy. 
Though you would not tell me. haw ſoon, and how generouſly, 
you provided for Dr. Young's ſon *, he did, and with all the pro- 
feſſions of gratitude which he owed. you. I am as much obliged to 
you as he can be; I am glad that the yaung man has a good cha- 
racter, which you know I made a conditio ſine qud non of my requeſt; 


I muſt obſerve here, that lord Cheſterfield never recommended any one to the eccleſiaſtical 
ferments in my gift but Mr. Young. When he did, it was in the handſomeſt manner, by tell- 
ing me twice in his letter, Remember that I do not recommend, but if you approve of his cha- 


racter, you will do a -natured action.“ 
1 | mw Biſhop of Waterford. 


and; 
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and I hope that my recommendation interfered with no views of 
your own in favour of any other perſon. 
Lord Scarborough's picture will be finiſhed this week, and ſent to 
Mrs. Chenevix ; I think it is very well done, and indeed. ought to 
be by the time Barret has taken to do it in; but he has taken it 
into his head, and I cannot ſay that I have diſcouraged him, that a 
great painter ſhould alſo be a poet, that the ſame warmth of imagi- 
nation equally forms both; and conſequently, when I expect him to 
bring me home a very good copy of a picture, he frequently brings 
an execrable copy of verſes inſtead of it. The melon ſeeds ſhall go 
by the ſame opportunities of the picture and candleſticks, which I 
ſuppoſe will be time enough, ſince they are not to be ſown till 
February. 
I have not yet been able to get the workmen out of my houſe m 
town ; and ſhall have the pleaſure of their company ſome months 
longer. One would, think. that I liked them, for I am now full of 
them at Blackheath, where I am adding a gallery. Ine faut ja- 
mais faire les ſottiſes q demi. (Fooliſh things ſhould never be done 
by halves.) I am, my dear lord, 


Moſt faithfully yours, , 


CHESTERFIRLD:. 


L ET FUN N. 
TO THE S-A ME. 


November 30, 175 T. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
M* reproach by Dr. Thomas, I inſiſt upon it, was a very juſt one, 
and your excuſe a very lame one: indifferent as I- am grown 


about moſt things, you could not ſuppoſe that I was become ſo, Where 


the health and. happineſs of you and your family were concerned; 
7 an: 
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on the contrary, I find, that in proportion as one renounces public, 
one grows more ſenſible to private, ſocial cares. My circle, thank 
God, is ſo much contracted, that my attention can, and does, from 
its center extend itſelf to every point of the circumference. I am 
very glad to hear that your ſon goes on ſo well, and as he does go on 
fo well, why ſhould you move him? The Irith ſchools and univer- 
ſities are indiſputably better than ours, with this additional ad- 
vantage, that having him within your reach will be much better 
for him than a better place out of it: a man no more hveth by 
Latin and Greek than by bread alone ; but a father's care of his 
ſon's morals and manners is furely more uſeful, than the critical 
knowledge of Homer and Virgil, fuppofing-that it were, which it 
very ſeldom is, acquired at ſchools : I do not therefore heſitate to 
adviſe you, to put your ſon to the beſt ſchool], that is, the neareſt to 
your uſual place of reſidence, that you may ſee and examine him 
often and ſtrictly, and watch his progreſs, not only in learning, but 
in morals and manners, inſtead of truſting to intereſted accounts of 
diſtant ſchool-maſters. 

His grace of Tuam's recovery has, I find, delayed, if not broke, 
a long chain of eccleſiaſtical promotions, of which the firſt link is 
the only one I intereſt myſelf in, I mean the tranſlation of that good 
man and citizen, the biſhop of Meath*, to Tuam ; the more he 
gets, the more Ireland gets ; that being your caſe too, pray, how 
goes the copper mine ? Fruitful and yet inexhauſtible, I hope. If it 
will but ſupply you with Tiches, I will anſwer for your making the 
beſt uſe of them. 

I hear with great pleaſure that Ireland improves daily, and that 
a ſpirit of induſtry ſpreads itſelf, to the great increaſe of trade and 
manufactures. I think I intereſt myſelf more in that country than 
in this; this is paſt its perfection, and ſeems gradually declining 
into weakneſs and caducity ; that ſeems but tending to its vigour 
and perfection, and engages ones expectations and hopes; one loves 
a promiſing youth, one only eſteems an old man; the former is a 


* Dr. Maul. 


much 
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much quicker ſentiment than the latter: both thoſe ſentiments cons 


: ſpire, I aſſure you, in forming that 2 with which I am, 

m My dear lord, 

wn Your moſt faithful humble "OIETY 

n 

1 CHESTERFIELD. 

U | 

er —— — —— — 
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5 TO TRE SAME. 

to | London, May 22, 1752. 

tO MY. DEAR LORD, | 

= AM doubly concerned at Mrs. Chenevix's illneſs, for, while ſhe 

= = is ſo ill, I am-ſure you cannot be well: though in ſome caſes I 

f would take Ward's remedy. myſelf, I cannot recommend it to others; 
it has certainly done a great deal of good in many caſes, in others it 

8 has ſometimes done harm; he gives it indiſcrimately in all, and con- 

i ſequently improperly in ſome; it is all one and the ſame medicine, 

0 though he gives it in different ſhapes, and calls it by different names 

- of drop, pill, and powder: the principle is known to be antimony, 

a but in what manner prepared, nobody yet has been able to diſcover. 

A You are engaged in a moſt uſeful and charitable deſign, and I- 

of think that you and my friend the biſhop of Meath have begged very 
ſucceſsfully for the time; he is an old experienced beggar, and you 

- cannot learn the mendicant trade under a better maſter ; this under- 

« taking is worthy of both your characters, and becomes you as men, 

n citizens, and biſhops. I deſire that I may be upon your liſt of con- 

8 tributors; therefore, pray, lay down fifty pounds for me, and 


draw upon me for it by the very firſt opportunity. Private ſub- 
fcriptions can never extend this excellent ſcheme ſo far as it ought 
to be carried, though nothing but private ſubſcriptions and. 
diligence could have laid the foundation of it. You have made a 


beginning, which is often the greateſt difficulty, and I think it is now 
impoſſible 
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impoſſible but that the government and parliament muſt carry it 
on. I will venture to ſay that they have no object which ſo well de- 
ſerves their attention. Could the government and parliament be 
brought to adopt this affair heartily, and puſh it effectually, a conſi- 
derable ſum ought to be granted for that particular purpoſe, as was 
done in England, at the time of the great refuge upon the revoca- 
tion of the edit de Nantes. Lands too might be purchaſed, and houſes 
and neceſſaries provided, for the refugees in Kerry and in Connaught, 
near and under the protection of ſome of the barracks, which would 
greatly improve and civilize, and in time enrich, thoſe two at preſent 
inhoſpitable and almoſt barbarous counties. The opportunity is now 
extremely favourable, while the weakneſs of the French government 
ſuffers the rage and fury of the clergy to drive ſuch numbers of its 
ſubjects into other countries. I wiſh we could get them all into Eng- 
land and Ireland ; that would be the true and juſtifiable way of pro- 
moting the Proteſtant intereſt, inſtead of following the example of the 
Papiſts, by perſecuting them. E, aliquid prodire tenus; (there is ſome 
merit in breaking the ice;) you have that merit, and I dare ſay theſe 
new little colonies will thrive and extend to a certain degree, even 
ſhould the government not think them worth its attention : but I 
hope it will. i ; | 

I have been now confined near a month by a fall from my horſe, 
which, though by good luck it neither broke nor diſlocated any bone, 
bruiſed the muſcles ſo much, that I have yet very little uſe of my 
leg; I can juſt hobble acroſs my room with a ſtick, and that is all: 
but I have had, and {till have, a much worſe complaint, which is my 
deafneſs, for which I have yet found no relief, though I have tried 
a thouſand infallible remedies : as ſoon as my lameneſs will allow me, 
I will go to Blackheath, and ſeek the refuge of a deaf man, reading 
and walking. 

Lady Cheſterfield ſends her compliments to you and Mrs. Che- 
nevix, at whole illneſs ſhe is much concerned; ſhe has ſent you from 
Briſtol a buſto of your humble ſervant, caſt from a marble one done 
by Mr. Hoare at Bath, for Mr. Adderly : it is generally thought very 
like. Adieu, my dear lord. 

I am faithfully yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
LE T- 
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LETTER XIV. 
TO THE SAME. 


London, July 14, 1752. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 KNOW the gentleneſs, the humanity, and the tenderneſs of your 

nature too well to doubt of your grief, and I know the object of 
it* too well to blame it; no, in ſuch caſes it is a commendable not a 
blameable paſſion, and is always inſeparable from a heart, that is 
capable of friendſhip or love. I therefore offer you no trite and 
always unavailing arguments of conſolation ; but as any ſtrong and 
prevalling paſſion is apt to make us neglect or forget for the time 
our moſt important duties, I muſt remind you of two in particular, 
the neglect of which would render your grief, inſtead of pious, 
criminal : I mean your duty to your children as a father, and to your 
dioceſe as a biſhop. Your care of your children muſt be doubled, 
in order to repair as far as poſſible their loſs, and the public truſt of 
your flock muſt not ſuffer from a perſonal and private concern. 
Theſe incumbent and neceſſary duties will ſometimes ſuſpend, and 
at laſt mitigate, that grief, which I confeſs mere reaſon would not : 
they are equally moral and chriſtian duties, which I am ſure no con- 
ſideration upon earth will ever make you neglect. May your aſſiduous 
_ diſcharge of them inſenſibly leſſen that affliction, which, if indulged, 
would prove as fatal to you and your family, as it muſt be vain and 
unavailing to her whoſe loſs you juſtly lament ! I am, with the 
greateſt truth and affection, my dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* The death of Mrs, Chenevix, the biſhop's wife, 
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D516 8: 0XV+- 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 11, 1752. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


| HIS is only to aſk you how you do, and what you do, in both 
which I need not tell you how truly I intereſt myſelf. The 
former depends a great deal upon the latter; if you are, alternately, 
attentively employed, and- agreeably amuſed, you will probably, con- 
fidering your ſobriety and. temperance, be in very good health. 
Your children are now old enough to anſwer both thoſe ends. Their 
eſtabliſhment ſhould excite your attention, and their converſation and 
progreſſive improvement amuſe your leiſure hours. Your ſon is of 
an age to enable you to gueſs a little at his turn and diſpoſition, and 
to direct his education accordingly. If you would have him be a very 
learned man, you mult certainly ſend him to ſome great ſchool ; but 
if you would have him be a better thing, a very honeſt man, you 
ſhould have him @ portée of your own inſpection. At thoſe great 
ſchools, the heart is wholly neglected by thoſe who ought to form it, 
and is conſequently left open to temptations and ill examples: pater- 
nal care and inſpection, attended by proper firmneſs and authority, 
may prevent great part of that miſchief. 
I had a letter the other day from Mr. Simond, by which I find, 
with great pleaſure, that both the collection, and the objects of it the 
refugees, increaſe daily. If the receiving and retrieving thoſe poor 
people be, as it certainly is, both a moral and political duty, what muſt 
be the guilt and madneſs of thoſe, who, by perſecution for matters 
of mere ſpeculation, force thoſe poor people to carry their induſtry, 
their labour, their legs, their arms, to other people, and enrich other 
countries. I wonder the French government does not rather chuſe 
to burn them at home, than perſecute them away into other coun- 


tries; it would be full as juſt, and much more prudent, 
MN | Theſe 
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Theſe waters, which I have now uſed ſix weeks, in every way 
that it is poſſible to uſe them, drinking, bathing, and pumping, have 
done my hearing ſome good, but not enough to refit me for ſocial 
life. I ſtay here a fortnight longer, in hopes of more benefit, which 
my phyſician promiſes me ſtrongly ; as I do not expect it, if I re- 
ceive it, it will be the more welcome. If not, I have both Ph iloſo- 
phy and religion enough to ſubmit to my fate, without either melan- 
choly or murmur, for though I can by no means account why there 
is either moral or phyſical evil in the world, yet, conſcious of the 
narrow bounds of human underſtanding, and convinced of the wiſ- 
dom and juſtice of the eternal divine Being, who placed them here, 
I am perſuaded that it is fit and right that they ſhould be here. 
Adieu, my dear lord; believe me moſt truly and affectionately, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETT HK RXV. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, Dec. 19, 1752. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 Am extremely glad to find, by your laſt very friendly letter, that 
you enjoy that greateſt bleſſing of this life, the health of body 
and mind: proper exerciſe is neceſſary for both; go as little in your 
coach and as much on foot as ever you can, and let your paternal 
and paſtoral functions at once ſhare and improve the health of your 
mind. The mind mult have ſome worldly objects to excite its atten- 
tion; otherwiſe it will ſtagnate in indolence, fink into melancholy, 
or riſe into viſions and enthuſiaſm. Your children cannot be in a 
better way than, by your account, they ſeem to be in at preſent : 
P Pp 2 your 
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your ſon learns what a boy ſhould learn, and your daughters read 
what girls ſhould read, hiſtory ; the former cannot know too much, 
and the latter ought not. 

I am ſo weary of giving an account of my own wretched deaf- 
neſs, that I ſhould not attempt it, did not I know that the kind in- 
tereſt which you take in whatever concerns me, makes you both de- 

fire and expect it. I am then neither better nor worſe than when J 
wrote to you laſt; I have tried many things, and am going on to 


try many others, but without expecting any benefit from any medi- 
cine but patience. I am, 


My dear lord, 
ſincerely yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


E Tr. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Oct. 10, 1753. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


I DELAYED for ſome time acknowledging your kind letter, 

that I might be better able to anſwer your inquiries after my 
health. I know they flow from the part you take in it, and not 
from or cuſtom ceremony. I am ſure you wiſh all your fellow-crea- 
tures well, and I am almoſt as ſure that you diſtinguiſh me among 
them as your friend. But what account can I now give you of my- 
ſelf? None that will pleaſe either of us. I came here deafer than 
you left me at Blackheath. I have bathed and pumped my head 
four times, by which operations I think I have gained a little, but 


* The original of this letter was not received, 


3 ſo 
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ſo little that a ſolid citizen would call it at moſt a farthing in a thou- 
ſand pounds ; though at the ſame time he would add, that that was 
better than nothing. I belong no more to ſocial life, which, when 1 
quitted buſy public life, I flattered myſelf would be the comfort of 
my declining days; but that, it ſeems, is not given me. I neither 
murmur nor deſpair ; the lot of millions of my fellow-creatures is 
{till worſe than mine. Exquiſite pains of the body, and ſtill greater 
of the mind, conſpire to torture many of them. 1 thank God I am 
free from both, and I look upon the privation of thoſe ills as a real 
good. A prouder being than I am, a lord, or if you will a ſtately: 
duke, of the whole creation, would place this ſingly to the account of 
his reaſon ; but I am humble enongh to allow my conſtitution its 
ſhare. I am naturally of a chearful diſpoſition. I view things in 
their moſt comfortable light, and I unavailin gly repine at nothing 
that cannot be retrieved. 

I am very glad that you, and your little family, met reciprocally 
ſo well at Waterford. May you always part unwillingly and meet 
tenderly ! That, I am perſuaded, will always be the caſe; I can truſt 
to you for it; for I maintain that children and ſubjects, though their 
obligations are certainly the leſſer of the two, are much ſeldomer in 
the wrong, than parents and kings. 

You aſk me what books your daughters ſhould read. Hiſtories of 
all kinds; firſt, Pufendorf*s Introduction to the Hiſtory of all Nations, 
which is very ſhort, and then the particular and more extenſive hiſ- 
tory of each. Corneille, Racine, Moliere and Boileau, with as many 
of the modern French plays as they pleaſe ; they being moſt cor- 
rectly pure and moral. I do not mean thoſe du Theatre Italien, or 
de la Foire, which are exceedingly licentious. Theſe will not be leſs 
proper for your ſon, whom you ſhould never ſuffer to be idle one 
minute. I do not call play, of which he ought to have a good ſhare, 
idleneſs; but I mean fitting ſtill in a chair in total inaction: it makes 
boys lazy and indolent. 

Good night, my dear lord ; no man can be more faithfully yours, 


than 
CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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IL. E T I.E N XVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, February 7, 1754, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 WOULD not ſuffer your friendſhip for me to be alarmed by an 

account of my illneſs, for which I muſt have employed another 
hand, and therefore ſtayed till I could give you at the ſame time an 
account of my recovery under my own. This I can now do; and it is 
all that I can do, for I am not yet got out of my room, to which I have 
been confined theſe three weeks, and with great pain, by a flying 
rheumatic gout. My pain is almoſt gone, but my ſtrength and ſpi- 
rits are by no means yet reſtored. At my age, and with my ſhat- 
tered conſtitution, freedom from pain is the beſt that I can expect, 
and as far as my care will procure me that negative happineſs, I will 
exert it; where it will not, I will patiently bear my ſhare of ills. 

I ſuppoſe your ill humours in Ireland are ſtill in ſtrong fer- 
mentation, but I hope that between the end of this ſeſſion and the 
beginning of the next, an interval of near two years, they will ſubſide; 
I mean with regard to thoſe national points, which have been unfor- 
tunately ſtirred this winter, for I do not care two pence for your per- 
ſonal quarrels and animoſities, if they were but kept clear of na- 
tional points, the diſcuſſion of which can never turn out to the ad- 
vantage of Ireland. 

The remaining pain in my right hand hinders me from troubling 
you with a longer letter, but is ſuſpended while I have the pleaſure 
of aſſuring you that I am, 


My dear lord, 
Your molt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LETTER AY 


TO THE SAME. 


| Spa, June 15, 1754. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


DELAYED acknowledging your laſt kind letter, which I re- 

ceived juſt before I left England, till I could give you ſome account 
of myſelf, and the effects of theſe waters upon that crazy ſelf. I have 
now drank them juſt a month, to the greateſt benefit of my general 
{tate of health, but without the leaſt to my deafneſs. They have in 
a great meaſure reſtored both my ſtrength and my ſpirits, which, 
when I left England, were much affected by my long illneſs in the 
ſpring. In hopes of till farther benefit, for who is ever ſatisfied 
with what he has? I ſhall drink them a month longer, and then return 
with as much impatience to my own country, as I left it with re- 
luctance. You know this deteſtable place well enough to judge 
what a ſacrifice I make to the hopes of health, by reſolving to ſtay 
here a month longer. 

By the public news papers I find that you are ſtill far from being 
quiet in Ireland; I am heartily ſorry for it. The country in gene- 
ral muſt ſuffer in the mean time. Bourdeaux and its environs alone 
will be the gainers. Go on and follow your own good conſcience, 
which will, I. am ſure, never miſlead you. Vote unbiaſſed for the 
real good of both countries, without the leaſt regard either to the 
clamor civium prava jubentium (out-cry of citizens commanding 
unjuſt things), or to the vultus inflantis iyranni (dread of a mena- 
cing tyrant). 

I hope you and all your family are well. I wiſh it ſincerely, for 
I am moſt heartily, my dear lord, | | ns 

Yours,. 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 14, 1754. 
-MY DEAR LORD, 


K NOW ING, by long experience, the kind part you take in what- 
ever concerns me, I delayed acknowledging your laſt letter, in 
hopes of being able, in ſome time, to give you a better account of 
my health than I could then have done. I had, juſt at that time, 
had a very ſevere return of my old vertiginous complaint, which, as 
uſual, left my whole animal ſyſtem weak and languid. The bet 
air in England, which I take that of Blackheath to be, a ſtrict regi- 
men, and a proper degree of exerciſe, did not reſtore, I might almoſt 
ſay, revive me. I ſought therefore for refuge here, and thank God, 
I have not only found it, but in ſome meaſure recovery too. The 
diſorders of my head and ſtomach are intirely removed by theſe 
waters, which I have now drank three weeks, ſo that I may reaſon- 
ably hope that the three weeks more, which I propole paſſing here, 
will ſet me up for part of the winter at leaſt, for at my age, and 
with my ſhattered conſtitution, I am not fillily ſanguine enough to 
expect a radical cure. I conſider myſelf here, as an old decayed 
veſſel, of long wear and tear, brought into the wet dock, to be careened 
and patched up, not for any long voyage, but only to ſerve as a coaſter 
for ſome little time longer. How long that may be, I little know, 
and as little care; I am unrelative to this world, and this world to 
me. My only attention now 1s to live, while I do live in it, without 
pain, and when I leave it, to leave it without fear. 
I hope that you, your young family, and 74777 quanti, are all well, 
May you long continue ſo ! I am, my dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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LETTER XXI. 
TO THE SAME. 


January 29, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 


AM little able to write, and leſs fo to think, having been 0 
ill all this week, of my old complaints in my head and ſto- 
mach, that I am to go to Bath as ſoon as I ſhall be able to endure the 


fatigue of the journey, which I hope may be in five or ſix days. My. 
anſwer to your laſt kind letter muſt therefore be much ſhorter than | 


otherwiſe it probably would have been. 
I bave carefully read ove lord Limerick's * bill, and approve of 


the principle. I had thought of ſuch a one, when I was in Ire- 


land, but ſoon tound it would be impoſlible to carry it through. 


the houſe of commons in any decent ſhape ; but ſhould lord Li- 


merick think proper to puſh it this ſeſſion, I would recommend 


a few alterations. I would only require the prieſts to take the oath 


of allegiance fimply, and not the ſubſequent oaths, which, in my 
opinion, no real papiſt can take; the conſequence of which would be, 
that the leaſt conſcientious prieſts would be regiſtered, and the moſt 
conſciencious ones excluded. Beſides that, where one oath will not 


bind, three will not; and the pope's diſpenſation from the oath of 


allegiance will not be more prevalent, nor more eaſily granted, than 


his diſpenſation from that oath, by which his own power is ab- 


jured. But then I would make that ſingle oath of allegiance more 
full and ſolemn, as for inſtance. 
« I, A. B. duly conſidering the ſacred nature of an oath, and 


« the horrible crime of perjury, which, by all the religions in the 
« world, is juſtly abhorred as a moſt damnable fin ; do moſt ſincerely 


( 


** 


promiſe and ſwear that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance 


« to his majeſty king George the ſecond. So help me that great 
and eternal God, who knows my inmoſt thoughts, and whom 


« now moſt ſolemnly call upon to atteſt the truth of them.“ 


* Afterwards carl of Clanbrazil, 


; 1 
| 
| 
if 
| 
i 
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The perſon taking this oath ſhould be obliged to recite it diſtinctly 
and deliberately, and not be allowed to mutter it over in that indecent 
and ſlovenly manner, in which oaths are generally taken. I will 
venture to add, thoſe who will not obſerve this oath, taken in this 
manner, will {till leſs obſerve any abjuration of the Pope's diſpenſing 
power, ſince ſuch abjuration is, by all papiſts, looked upon as a 
nullity. 8 

I would alſo adviſe that all penalties of death, which in theſe 
caſes muſt end in impunity, ſhould be changed into cloſe impri- 
ſonment, for a term of years, or in ſome caſes for life. Then 
there would be perhaps detections and proſecutions ; but in caſe of 
death there will be none, for who will go and hang a poor devil only 
for being a regular, or an enthuſiaſt ? 

When I tell you that theſe are my thoughts upon this ſubject, I 
do not affirm that I think at all, for in truth, I am ſo weak in 
body at this time, that I preſume I am juſt as weak in mind too, 
This only I am ſure of, that I am, my dear lord, moſt faithfully 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


L'ETTEX X01. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, March 12, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HITE * was puzzled, what account to give you of me, and 
therefore gave you none, and, to ſay the truth, I am pretty 
much in the ſame caſe myſelf; only reſolved to anſwer as well as I 
can your kind inquiries after me. I am tolerably well one day, ill 


* An old and faithful ſervant of lord Cheſterfield, | 
=: | the 
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the next, and well again perhaps the third ; that is, my diſorders in 
my ſtomach, and my giddineſſes in my head, return frequently and 
unexpectedly. Proper care and medicines remove them for the time, 
but none will prevent them. My-deafneſs grows gradually yorlſe, 
which in my mind implies a total one before it be long. In this un- 
happy ſituation, Which I have reaſon to ſuppoſe will every day 
grow worſe, I ſtill keep up my ſpirits tolerably, that is, I am free 
from melancholy, which I think is all that can be expected. This 
I impute to that degree of philoſophy, which I have acquired by long 
experience of the world. I have enjoyed all its pleaſures, and con- 
ſequently know their futility, and do not regret their loſs. I appraiſe 
them at their real value, which in truth is very low, whereas thoſe 
who have not experienced, always over-rate, them. They only ſee 
their gay outſide, and are dazzled with their glare; but I have been 
behind the ſcenes. It is a common notion, and like many common 
ones a very falſe one, that thoſe, who have led a life of pleaſure 
and buſineſs, can never be eaſy in retirement; whereas I am per- 
ſuaded that they are the only people who can, if they have any ſenſe, 
and reflection. They can look back oculb irretorto (without an evil eye) 
upon what they from knowledge deſpiſe; others have always a hankering 
after what they are not acquainted with. I look upon all that has paſſed, 
as one of thoſe romantic dreams, that opium commonly occaſions, 
and I do by no means defire to repeat the nauſeous doſe, for the 
ſake of the fugitive dream. When I ſay that I have no regret, I 
do not mean that I have no remorſe ; for a life of either buſineſs or 
ſtill more pleaſure, never was, nor never will be, a ſtate of inno- 
cence. But God, who knows the ſtrength of human paſſions, and 
the weakneſs of human reaſon, will, it is to be hoped, rather mer- 
cifully pardon, than juſtly puniſh, acknowledged errors, 

I ſuppoſe you already know that you have a new lord heutenant, 
lord Hartington, who, it is thought, will heal and compoſe your divi- 
ſions. I heartily wiſh, for the ſake of the country, that it may 
prove ſo. 

A war with France is generally looked upon here as inevitable ; 
but for my own part, I cannot help thinking as well as wiſhing 


that things may end quietly in a treaty. I am fo. remote, and {0 
.Qqq 2 indifferent 
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indifferent a ſpectator, except in the wiſhes, which every man owes 
to his country, that I am ill informed n and conſequently no 
good informer of others. 

I hope your little family are all well, and continue to anſwer 
your care in their education. May you and they be long and mu- 
tually comforts to each other! Adieu, my dear lord, no man living 
can be more ſincerely and affectionately than I am, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


5 | CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER XXII. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 26, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


ur I take any thing ill of you, who I am ſure never 

meaned any to me or any man living, it would be your ſuſ- 
pecting that I did; which I believe is the firſt unjuſt ſuſpicion that 
ever you entertained of any body, and I am the more concerned at 
it, becaufe I know that it gave you uneaſineſs. I confeſs myſelf 
four letters in your debt, but, to tell you the truth, I have of late 
contracted ſo many debts of that kind that I am very near a bank- 
ruptcy, though not a fraudulent one, upon my word, for I will he- 
neſtly declare my circumſtances ; and then my creditors will, I dare 
ſay; compound with me upon reaſonable terms. White told you true, 
when he told you that I was well, by. which he meaned all that he 
could know, which was, that I had no immediateillneſs; but he did not 
know the inward feelings, which increaſing deafneſs. and gradually 
dechning health occaſion. Some time before I left London I had a 
ſevere return of my old complaints in my head and. ftomach, which 
are 
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are always followed by ſuch weakneſs, and languors, that I am in- 
capable of any thing but reading; and that too in an idle and deſultory 
manner. Writing ſeems to be acting, as was aſſerted in the caſe of 
Algernoon Sidney, which my vis inertiæ will not ſuffer me to under- 
take, and I put it off from day to day, as Felix did Paul, to a more 
convenient ſeaſon. When I removed to this place, I flattered myſelf 
that the purity of the air, and the-exerciſe of riding, which it would 
tempt me to take, would reſtore me to ſuch a degree of health; 
ſtrength, and conſequently ſpirits, as to enable me not only to diſ- 
charge my epiſtolary debts, but alſo to amuſe myſelf with writing 
ſome eflays and hiſtorical tracts. I was ſoon diſappointed, for I had 
not been here above ten days, when I had a ſtronger attack than my 
former, and which, I believe, would have. been the final one, had I 
not very ſeaſonably been let blood. From that time, though, as they 
call it, recovered, I have more properly crawled, than walked among 
my fellow vegetables, breathed than exiſted, and dreamed than 
thought. This, upon my word, is the true and only cauſe of my 
long ſilence; I begin to regain ground a little, but indeed very 
ſlowly. | 4 | | 

As to the letter which you feared might have diſpleaſed me, I 
proteſt, my dear lord, I looked upon it as the tendereſt mark of your 
friendſhip; I had given occaſion to it, and I expected it both from 
your affection and your character. Thoſe reflections: are never im- 
proper, though too often unwelcome, and conſequently uſeleſs in 
youth: bur I am now come to a time of life both to make and re- 
ceive them with ſatisfaction, and therefore L hope with utility. One 
cannot think of one's own exiſtence: without thinking of the eternal 
author of it, and one cannot conſider. his phyſical or moral attributes 
without ſome fear, though in my mind {till more hopes. It is true 
we can have no adequate notions of the attributes of a being ſo infi- 
nitely ſuperior to us, but according to the beſt notions, which we are 
capable of forming of his juſtice and mercy, the latter, which is the 
comfortable ſcale, ſeems neceflarily to preponderate. Your quota=- 
tion from archbiſhop Tillotſon. contains a fair and candid account 
of the Chriſtian religion, and had his challenge been accepted, he 


would certainly have had an eaſy victory. He was certainly the moſt | 
3 * 
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gentle and candid of all churchmen of any religion. Un e/þrit de 
corps is too apt, though I believe often unperceived, to biaſs their 
conduct and inflame an honeſt, though too intemperate, zeal. It is 
the ſame in every ſociety of men; for it is in human nature to be 
affected and warped by example and numbers: you are, without a 
compliment, the only one that I know untainted. | 

To deſcend to this world, and particularly to that part of it where 
you reſide, your preſent ſtate ſeems: to me an aukward one; your 
late ferment ſeems rather ſuſpended than. quieted, and I think I ſee 
matter for a ſecond fermentation, when your parliament meets. 
Some, I believe, will aſk too much, and other perhaps will grant too 
little. I wiſh both parties may be wiſer and honeſter, and then 
they will be quieter than they have been of late. Both ſides would 
be highly offended, if one were to adviſe them to apply themſelves 
to civil matters only, in the limited ſenſe of that word, I mean 
trade, manufactures, good domeſtic order, ſubordination, 8c. and 
not to meddle ſo much with politics, in which I cannot help 
ſaying, they are but bunglers. No- harm 1s intended them from 
hence, and if they will be quiet no harm will be done them. 
The people have liberty enough, and the crown has prerogative 
enough. Thoſe are the real enemies to Ireland, who would enlarge 
either at the expence of the other, and who have ſtarted points, that 
ought never to have been mentioned at all, but which will now per- 
petually recur. | 

By this time, I fear, I have tired you, but I am ſure that in half 
this time I ſhould have been tired with writing half ſo much to any 
body elſe. Adieu then, my dear lord, and be convinced that while I 
am at all, I ſhall be with the trueſt eſteem and affection, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


T hope the young family continues to be well, and to do well. 


LE T- 
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LETTER XXIV. 


Blackheath, Aug. 30, 1755s 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Confeſs myſelf i in, every raſa a very bad correſpondent. My 
heart only does its duty, but my head and hand often refuſe to 
do theirs- You, I am ſure, are charitable enough to every body, 
and juſt enough to me, to accept of intentions inſtead of actions. Be- 
ſides I muſt acquaint you, that I have of late had a great deal more on 
my hands, than I either cared or was fit for. Lacademie des belles 
lettres at Paris having, God knows why, aſſociated me to their body, 
in return to this unexpected and undeſerved compliment, I have been 
obliged to write many letters to individuals, and one to the academie 
en corps (academic body), which was to be a kind of ſpeech ; and I 
fear it was of the very worſtkind, for I have been long diſuſed to com- 
plments and declamations. 

Theſe laſt ſix weeks my ſtate of health has been rather better, 
though by no means good, and if I can but weather out the next 
month tolerably, I am morally ſure of being better the two follow- 
ing months, which I ſhall paſs at Bath; for thoſe waters always 
prove a temporary, though never a radical or permanent, cure of 
my complaints. However ce autant de gagne, (it is fo much clear 
gain), and that is worth the trouble of the journey. | 

Hawkins brought me the other day your kind preſent of Dr. Seed's 
fermons. I have read ſome of them, and like them very well. But 
have neither read nor intend to read thoſe which are meant to 
prove the exiftence of God; becauſe. it ſeems to me too great a diſ- 
paragement of that reaſon which he has given us, to require any 
other proofs of his exiſtence, than thote which the whole, and every 
part of the creation afford us If 1 believe my own exiſtence, I 
muſt believe his: it cannot be proved à priori as ſome have idly at- 
tempted to do, and cannot be doubted of 4 poferiari. Cato ſays very 
juſtly, And that he is all nature cries aloud. | 


By 


— 
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By what I hear from Ireland, the ferment does not ſeem to ſubſide 


| hitherto, but rather to increaſe. However, I cannot help thinking 


but that things will go-quietly enough in the next ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment. The caſtle will, I take it for granted, ſome how or other, procure 
a majority, which, when the patriots perceive, they will probably 
think half a loaf better than no bread, and come into meaſures, I 
wiſh for the ſake of Ireland that they may; for I am very ſure that, 
while theſe ſquabbles ſubſiſt, the public good never enters into the 
head of either party. 

However your public affairs may go, I am very glad to find that 
your private ones go ſo well, and that your children anſwer your 
care and expectations, May you long contribute mutually to your 
reſpective happineſs ! 8 


Yours moſt faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LET TEN A. 


Bath, OR. 8, 1755. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Received your laſt kind letter, but the day before I was to leave 
Blackheath, and ſet out for this place, where I have now been juſt 
a fortnight. In one reſpect I am the better for that fortnight, I 
mean with regard to my ſtomach, or more properly my digeſtion, for 
I do not care twopence whether I eat or not, but I care much to digeſt 
what I do eat, which I have not done the laſt three months, and now 


do. Dailleurs, I am what you call in Ireland, and a very good ex- 


preſſion I think it is, #nwwe//, This #unwellne/s affects the mind as well 
as the body, and gives them both a diſagreeable inertneſs. I force 
my body into action, and take proper exerciſe, but there is no forcing 


the mind, and all attempts of that 2 are at leaft ineffectual, but 
oftener diſgraceful, | A | 


You 
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You will be convinced of that truth, when I ſend you a copy 
of my letter to Pacademie des belles letires, It was wrote invita 
Minerva, and is the poor offspring of a rape upon my reluctant 
mind. I had not time to have it copied for you before I came here, 
and forgot to bring it with me, but when I return to London 1 
will fond you a COPY. 

I am heartily glad that your quarrels are at laſt made up in Ireland ; 
but I am glad from a very different motive from moſt other peoples. 
I am glad of it for the ſake of the country, which I fear was the 
leaſt concern of either of the belligerant parties. The triumph of 


heart, let them but uſe it well. 


lands, and above all the proteſtant charter ſchools. Let them people 
and civilize the country, by eſtabliſhing a fund to invite and provide 
for proteſtant ſtrangers. Let them make Connaught and Kerry 
know that there is a God, a king, and a government, three things, 
to which they are at preſent utter ſtrangers. Theſe and other ſuch 
kind of meaſures would make them patriots indeed, and give them 
juſt weight and reputation. They have got their own ſops, and 
have now leifure to think of the public, if they pleaſe. 

I propoſe ſtaying here a month or ſix weeks longer, or even more, 
if. I think that the waters will do more for me. All places are now 
alike to me, as I carry my own ſolitude with me wherever 1 go. 
Adieu, my dear lord. 

Yours moſt faithfully, 


(ON 


Vol. II. Rrr LE T- 


the patriots is complete, and the power is now theirs ; with all my 


There is a great deal of money lying dead in the treaſury : let 
them apply that to real public uſes. Let them encourage the exten- 
ſion and improvement of their manufactures, the cultivation of their 
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L TEN AI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 15, 1755. 


1 Brought with me from Bath rather a little more health than 1 

carried with me there, but full as much deafneſs; and this is 
all the anſwer I can make to your laſt kind inquiries. This, you ſee, 
is a ſtate rather of ſuffering, than enjoying lite, and indeed I am 
very weary of it, but, thank God, ennui is not, as it commonly is, at- 
tended with melancholy ; and during the reſt of my journey, I ſhall 
rather ſleep in the voiture (carriage) than be reſtleſs and uneaſy, as 
moſt travellers are. | 

I cannot find here the only copy which I had kept of my letter 
to Pacademie des belles lettres, but Mr. Briſtow took one over with 
him to Ireland, which I dare ſay he will readily ſhew you, and you 
may ſignity my conſent to it, by ſhewing him this part of my letter. 
When you do lee it, you will find that its only merit is its being pretty 
correct French, and that it has no intrinſic right to be reckoned 
among /es belles lettres. 

Aue le chien mange le loup, ou que le loup mange le chien, (let the 
dog devour, or be devoured by, the wolf) either in Ireland or here, 
is to me matter of great indifference, provided that thoſe who 
govern either kingdom would but at their leiſure moments, and when 
they have nothing better to do, a little conſider the public good; 
for after all, there is ſuch a thing as public good, though in general 
people ſeem not to think ſo. I am not Utopian enough to propoſe, 
that it ſhould interfere with private intereſt; but perhaps, if duly 
conſidered, it might appear in ſome few caſes, to coincide with, and 
promote it. | 

Sheridan has lately publiſhed here an excellent book entitled 
Briti/h education. Warmed with his ſubject, he puſhes it rather 
too far, as all authors do the particular object that has ſtruck their 
imagination 
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imagination, and he is too diffuſe ; but upon the whole, it is both a 
very uſeful and entertaining book. When you ſee it, you will per- 
haps think that I am bribed by the dedication, to ſay what I now ſay of 
it, for he lays me on thick ; but that, upon my wofd, is not the caſe. 
The truth is, that the ſeveral ſituations, which I have been in, havin g 
made me long the plaſiron of dedications, I am become as callous to 
flattery, as ſome people are to abuſe. | 


I think your brother would be much in the wrong to quit his pre- 


ſent commiſſion of lieutenant colonel to an old regiment of horſe, 
for a new-raiſed regiment of foot, which with twenty others, would, 
I hope, be very ſoon broke. The extravagant and groundleſs, though 
general fears of an invaſion from France, juſtify to the timid public, 


the preſent military phrenzy ; but, as I am convinced that the former 


will ſoon vaniſh, it is to be hoped the latter will ſoon after ſubſide. 
This, at leaſt, I am very ſure of, that we ſhall not be able to pay 
three years longer the number of troops, which we now have in our 
pay. Make my compliments to your young family ; and be affured 
that I am moſt faithfully and ſincerely your's 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER XXVE 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, July 15, 1756. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


]7 is not without doing ſome violence to my weak hand, and weaker 

head, that I attempt to ſatisfy your friendly anxiety about my 
health. I ſtill crawl upon the face of the earth, neither worſe nor 
better than I was ſome months ago, weary of, but not murmuring at, 


my diſagreeable ſituation. Speaking tires and exhauſts me; and 
as for hearing I have none left; ſo that I am %% in the midſt of my 


Rrr2 friends 


CT 
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friends and acquaintance : but, as I have had much more than my 
ſhare of the good things of this world in the former part of my life, 
I neither do, nor ought to complain, of the change which I now ex- 
Perience. I will make the beſt uſe I can of this wretched remnant of 
my life, and atone, as well as I can, for the abuſe of the whole piece, 
by wiſhing that I had employed it better. 
1 hope your children continue to deſerve well all your tenderneſs : 

that you may have that and every other happineſs, is the ſincere 
with of 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTES$ Xxvil, 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, OR. 11, 1756. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HAT can a hermit ſend you from the deſarts of Blackheath, 

in return for your kind letter, but his hearty thanks? I ſee no- 
body here by choice, and I hear nobody any where, by fatal neceſſity; 
and as for the thoughts of a deaf, ſolitary, ſick man, they cannot be 
entertaining for one in health, as I hope you are. Thoſe thoughts which 
relate to you are ſuch as you would deſire, that is, ſuch as you deſerve. 
My others ſeem to be a ſucceſſion of dreams, but with this comfor- 
table circumſtance, that I have no gloomy ones. No paſſions agitate 
me, no fears diſturb me, and no filly hopes gull me any longer. I 
have done with this world, and think of my journey to another, 
which I beheve is not very remote, In the mean time, I ſhall next 
week take one to Bath, which the 1kilful ſay may perhaps do me 
good; a la bonne heure, I will try. I only aſk for negative health; 


and it thoſe waters will procure me that, I ſhall be abundantly ſa- 
tisficd. 


4 ] think 
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I think you have taken a very prudent reſolution with regard to 
your approaching election. | 


My friend George Faulkner dined with me here one day ; he tells 
me that reading is not yet come in faſhion in Ireland, and that more 
bottles are bought in one week, than books in one year. Adieu, my 


dear lord: it is impoſſible to be more truly and faithfully than I am 
yours | 


CHESTERFIELD, 


4 


LETTER XXIX. 
TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 21, 1756. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Can now make you a return to your laſt kind letter, which I know 
- willbemore welcome to you, than that which I made to your for- 
mer; for I can tell you that I am ſomething better, and have, in the 
month that I have drank. theſe waters, regained a little. ſtrength and 
fleſh. But, as my relapſes have been very frequent, when I have been 
in {till a better ſtate of health than I am yet, I take it thankfully, but 
only à bon compte (on account), without relying upon its duration or 
improvement. Whatever happens to me, I am armed with patience, 
ſatiety, and confidence in my Creator to meet it coolly. The mad 
buſineſs of the world, as Swift ſays, is. over with me; and when my 
time comes, and the ſooner the better, for I am weary, I am ready 
and willing. 
Adieu, my dear friend ; writing much hitherto is very troubleſome 
to me. Yours faithfully 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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LETTER NK. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 8, 175). 

1 Was very glad to hear of your ſafe arrival on the other ſide of the 

water, and that you found the part of your family, which you 
had left there, ſo well ; I hope that part of it which you took. with 
you from hence will, by time and care, be as well too. My own 
health, which I know you always intereſt yourſelf in, gives me 
nothing to brag of. About three weeks ago, I had a return of my 
diſorder ; it is now gone off, and I am again in that ſtate of vegeta- 
tion, in which you left me. In about a month or ſix weeks, I pro- 
poſe going to the Bath, which always gives me a reprieve, but never 
a free pardon. The halter 1s always about my neck, and that you 
will allow to be rather an uncomfortable ſtate of life. 
From this hermitage you muſt expect no news: news does not 
become an hermitage, but truth does, and foi d'bermite (on the faith 
of an hermit) I am 


Your ſincere and faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET T-S BR AAAb 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Nov. 22, 1737 
MY DEAR LORD, | 


Shall make but a very unſatisfactory return to your kind inqui- 

ries and ſollicitude about my health, when I tell you that but 
tizrec days ago, I had a very ſtrong attack of my uſual illneſs, which 
ESA has 
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has left me ſtill weak and languid. I thought myſelf the better for 
the waters, which I have now drank a month, till this relapſe came 
and undeceived me. All mineral waters, and the whole materia 
medica, loſe their efficacy upon my ſhattered carcaſe; and the enemy 
within is too hard for them. I bear it all with patience, and with- 
out melancholy, becauſe I muſt bear it whether I will or no. Phy- 
ſical ills are the taxes laid upon this wretched life ; ſome are taxed 
higher, and ſome lower, but all pay ſomething. My philoſophy 
teaches me to reflect, how much higher, rather than how much lower, 
I might have been taxed. How gentle are my phyſical ills, compa- 
red with the exquiſite torments of gout, ſtone, &c.! The faculties. 
of my mind are, thank God, not yet much impaired; and they com- 
fort me in my worſt moments, and amuſe me in the beſt. 

I read with more pleaſure than ever; perhaps, becauſe it is the on- 
ly pleaſure I have left. For, ſince I am ſtruck out of living company 
by my deafneſs, I have recourſe to the dead whom alone I can hear; 
and I have aſſigned them their ſtated hours of audience. Solid 0/705: 
are the people of buſineſs, with whom I converſe in the morning. 
2yartos are the caſier mixed company, with whom I ſit after dinner; 
and I paſs my evenings in the tight, and often frivolous, chit-chat of 
ſmall o&avos and duodecimos. This, upon the whole, hinders me 

from wiſhing for death, while other conſiderations hinder me from 
fearing it. | 

Does lord Clanbrazil bring in his regiſter bill this ſeſſion? If he 
can keep it ſhort, clear, and mild, it will be in my opinion a very 
good one. Some time or other, though God knows when, it will be 
found out in Ireland, that the popiſh religion and influence cannot 
be ſubdued by force, but may be undermined and deſtroyed by art. 
Allow the papiſts to buy lands, let and take leaſes equally with . 
the proteſtants, but ſubject to the gavel act, which will always have 
its effect upon their poſterity at leaſt. Tye them down to he go- 
vernment by the tender but ſtrong bonds of Ianded property, which 
the pope will have much ado to diflolve, notwithſtanding his power 
of looſening and binding. Uſe thoſe who come over to you, though 
perhaps only ſeemingly at firſt, well and kindly, inſtead of looking 
tor their cloven feet and their tails. as you do now. Increaſe both your 

number, 
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number, and your care of the proteſtant charter ſchools. Make your 
penal laws extremely mild, and then put them {ſtrictly in execution. 


He tibi erunt artes. 
(Theſe will be your arts.) 


This would do in time, and nothing elſe will, nor ought. I would 
as ſoon murder a man for his eſtate, as proſecute him for his religious 
and ſpeculative errors; and, ſince I am in a way of quoting verſes 1 
will give you three out of Walſh's famous ode to King William, 


Nor think it a ſufficient cauſe, 

To puniſh men by penal laws, 

For not believing right. 
I am very glad that your daughter is recovered. I am glad that you 
are well, and whatever you are glad of will upon my word gladden, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LEFT T EN MAI. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, March 23, 17 58. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 Find by your letter to madame dElitz *, that my two laſt to you 

miſc-rried ; for, upon my word, ſince my return from Bath, 1 
have ſeric you two letters, one of them particularly with mv pinion 
upon lord Clanbrazil's bill. We have neither of us any gaſon to 
regret their loſs, nor ſhould I do it if my ſuppoſed ſilence had not 
given you uneaſineſs, and made you ſuſpect very unjuſtly a change 


* Siſter to the counteſs of Cheſterſield. 


in 
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in my ſentiments towards you. Be aſſured that can never happen, 


I am ſo well convinced of yours for me: my diſorders in my head 
may, and do very often, render me incapable of writing, but they 

cannot affect my heart, which will always be warm for my friends, 
and I am very ſure that you are of that number. 

Lord Clanbrazil's bill is thrown out at laſt, and perhaps never the 
worſe, though I approved of it; but it would be ſo altered and 
mangled before it had paſſed the two houſes, that it would have been 
worſe than none. 

My health and ſtrength decay daily, and of courſe my ſpirits. The 
idle dream of this world is over with me ; I am tired of being every 
thing but of being 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER: AXANL 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 14, 1758. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Received your kind letter of the 7th. The poſt is favourable to 
us both, for I receive your letters, and you eſcape mine, which are 
not worth your receiving, but from the intereſt you take in the health 
of a faithful friend. I ſhould rather have uſed the word exiſtence, 
than that of health, not having been acquainted with the thing theſe 
two or three years. I am now comparatively better than I have been 
this winter, but very far from being what a healthy man would call 
well. That degree of health give up entirely; I might as well ex- 
pect re juveneſcence. 


VoL. II. S. Vour 
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Your political world in Ireland is now quieted for the time being, 
May that quiet laſt; but I do not think it will. You are come to that 
ſtate in Ireland, which Dr. Brown too truly repreſents to be the ſtate 
of England, in his eſtimate of the manners and principles of the times, 
of which he has juſt publiſhed a ſecond volume. If you have not 
already got them, I adviſe you to apply to my philoſophical friend 
George Faulkner for them. They are writ with ſpirit and elegancy, 
and are, I fear, too juſt. 


I am, my dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


i. 


W — 
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LETTER . 
TO THE SAME. 
Blackheath, May 23, 1758. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


Have received your letter of the 4th inſtant. The day afterwards 

I received the book which you was ſo kind as to ſend me by 
major Maccullogh, and the day after that, by Mr. Ruſſel, your bill for 
expences incurred and not provided for, which I have paid, 

Now, firſt to the firſt. You ſollicit a very poor employment ſo 
modeſtly, and offer your daughters as ſecurity for your good beha- 
viour, that I cannot refuſe it you, and do hereby appoint you my 
ſole commiſſioner for the kingdom of Ireland. To the ſecond. This 
ninth volume of Swift will not do him ſo much honor, as I hope it 
will bring profit to my friend George Faulkner. The hiſtorical part* 
is a party pamphlet, founded on the lie of the day, which, as lord 
Bolingbroke who had read it often aſſured me, was coined. and deli- 
vered out to him, to write Examiners, and other political papers upon, 


* The hiſtory of the four laſt years of the queen, 
| 3 That 


That ſpirit remarkably runs through it. Macarteney, for inſtance, 
murdered duke Hamilton; nothing is falſer, for though Macarteney 
was very capable of the vileſt actions, he was guiltleſs of that, as I 
myſelf can teſtify, who was at his trial in the king's bench, when 
he came over voluntarily to take it, in the late king's time. There 
did not appear even the leaſt ground for a ſuſpicion of it, nor did 
Hamilton, who appeared in court, pretend to to tax him with it, 
which would have been in truth accuſing himſelf of the utmoſt baſe- 
neſs, in letting the murderer of his friend go off from the field of 
battle, without either reſentment, purſuit, or even accuſation, till 
three days afterwards. This % was invented to inflame the Scotch 
nation againit the whigs ; as the other, that prince Eugene intended 
to murder lord Oxford, by employing a ſet of people called Mohocks, 
which ſociety, by the way, never exiſted, was calculated to inflame 
the mob of London. Swift took thoſe hints de /a meilleure foi du 
monde, and thought them materials for hiſtory. So far he is blame- 
leſs. | 

Thirdly and laſtly, I have paid Mr. Ruſſel the twenty-ſeven pounds 
five ſhillings, for which you drew your bill. I hope you are ſen- 
ſible that I need not have paid it till I had received the goods, or at 
leaſt till I had proofs of your having ſent them, but where I have in 
general a good opinion of the perſon, I always proceed frankly, and 
do not ſtand upon forms, and I have without flattery ſo good an o- 
pinion of you, that I would truſt you not only with twenty ſeven 
pounds, but even as far as thirty ſeven. 

Your friend's letter to you, incloſed in the book, is an honeſt and 
melancholic one: but what can I do in it? He ſeems not to know the 
nature of factions in Ireland, the prevailing for the time being is ab- 
ſolute, and whoſo trangreſſeth the leaſt of their commandments is 
guilty of the whole. A lord lieutenant may if he pleaſes govern 
alone, but then he muſt, as I know by experience, take a great deal 
more trouble upon himſelf than moſt lord lieutenants care to do, and 
he muſt not be afraid: but as they commonly prefer orium cum dig- 
nitate, their guards, their battle-axes, and their trumpets, not to men- 
tion perhaps, the profits of their poſt, to a laborious execution of it, 
they muſt neceflarily rule by a faction, of which faction for the time 
8112 being, 
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garden, and I am, ſuch as I am, moſt faithfully and ſincerely 
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being, they are only the firſt {laves : the condition of the obligation 
is this, your excellency or your grace wants to carry on his majeſty's 
buſineſs ſmoothly, and to have it to ſay. when you go back, that you 
met with no difficulties, this we have ſufficient ſtrength in parlia- 
ment to engage for, provided we appear to have the favour and coun- 
tenance of the government, the money, be it what it will, ſhall be 
chearfully voted; as for the public you ſhall do what you will, or 
nothing at all, for we care for that no more than we ſuppoſe your 
grace or excellency does, but we repeat it again, our recommenda- 
tions to places, penſions, &c. muſt prevail, or we ſhall not be able to 
keep our people in order. Theſe are always the expreſſed, or at leaſt 
the implied, conditions of theſe treaties, which either the indolence or 
the inſufficiency of the governors ratify : from that moment theſe 
undertakers bury the governor alive, but indeed pompouſly : dif- 
ferent from the worſhipful company of undertakers here, who ſeldom 
bury any body alive, or at leaſt never without the conſent and pri- 
vity of the next heirs. 

I am now ſettled here for the ſummer, perhaps for ever, in great 
tranquillity of mind, not equally of body; I make the moſt of it, I 
vegetate with the vegetables, and I crawl with the inſects in my 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


L RT TE --XKSV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 2, 1758. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
1 A M now in poſſeſſion of the goods you procured me, and they 


are both excellent in their kind; but how difficult, not to ſay 


impoſſible, it is to find an honeſt factor! Vou have not cheated me it 
2 | 18 
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is true, but you have moſt grolly defrauded the biſhop of Waterford, 
as appears by your own account here incloſed, you ſet down two pie- 
ces and fourteen yards of cloth J. 16. 75. 3d. whereas I have re- 
ceived ſeven pieces and fourteen yards, which muſt certainly come 
to a great deal more. Item, you ſet down but fix dozen and fix pints 
of Uſquebaugh, whereas I have received nine dozen and fix, for 
which you put down only TJ. 13. 5s. and which makes it as cheap as 
porter's ale. Pray retrieve your character, which is at ſtake, and 
clear up this matter to the Biſhop, and to 


Your faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


IL. ET TER: AXAAVL 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Aug. 29, 1758, 


Cannot return ſuch an anſwer as we could either of us with, to your 
frequent and friendly inquiries after my weakened and decaying 
body and mind. I am at leaſt unwell, often worſe, and never quite well. 
My deafneſs, which is conſiderably increaſed, deprives me of that con- 
ſolation, which ſickneſs commonly admits of, the converſation of a 
few friends; and my illneſs deprives me of the chief conſolation 
under deafneſs, which is reading and writing. My head will ſeldom 
let me read, and ſeldomer let me think, conſequently ſtill ſeldomer 
let me write. Shall I tell you that I bear this melancholy ſituation, 
with that meritorious conſtancy and reſignation which moſt people 
boaſt of? No, for I really cannot help it; if I could, I certainly 
would, and ſince I cannot, I have common ſenſe and reaſon enough, 
not to make my ſituation worſe, by unavailing reſtleſsneſs and regret. 
J hope, for your ſake and many other people's, that your health is 
perfect, for I know that you will employ it in doing good. May 
| you 
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you long have that power, as I am ſure you will always have thoſe 
inclinations ! I am, with real truth and friendſhip, 


My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


— — — 


L E 1-1 B R- Nin. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Feb. 20, 175g. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 


Received yeſterday your very kind letter of the roth, with the 
incloſed, which I forwarded according to the directions. No apo- 
logies about that, for I am very glad to be the entrepdt between you 
and whoever you correſpond with. White proteſts that he 
troubled you with a letter, long ſince the time mentioned in your's, 


For theſe three months he has been confined with the gout, and is 


but juſt got about me again. But neither could he, nor I myſelf, have 
given you any account of my moſt unaccountable illneſs, for I am 
ill, better, and worſe, within the ſpace of every half hour; all that I 
know 1s, that it is a miſerable latter end of life. But it would not be 
reaſonable in me to complain, as the former part was happier than 
I could in juſtice pretend to. 

I faid nothing to you upon the death of your brother (a); I never 
upon thoſe occaſions do, where I am ſure the concern is ſin- 
cere : yours, I dare ſay, was ſo; but you had this juſt reflection to 
comfort you, that he left a good character, and a reaſonable fortune 
to his family, behind him. 

Adieu, my dear lord; my head will not be held down any longer. 


Yours ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


fa) The biſhop's brother, colonel Chenevix, of the Carabineers. 
| 5 LET- 
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LETTER XXXVIL 


TO THE SAME. 


Bm achheath, June 13, 1759, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 A M extremely obliged to you for your kind letter of the 2d, 
and, thank God, can return you a more ſatis factory anſwer than, 


for ſome time paſt, I have been able to do. In the firſt place, I am 
alive, which neither I nor any body elſe, ſix months ago, thought 
that I ſhould be. In the next place my old, crazy, and ſhattered car- 
caſe enjoys more negative health than it has done for a long time. 
I owe this unexpected amendment to milk, which, in this my ſecond 
infancy, I live upon almoſt as entirely as I did in my firſt. Aſſes, cows, 
and even goats club to maintain me. I have in particular a white 
amalthea, that ſtrays upon the heath all day, and ſelects the moſt 
falutary and odoriferous herbs, which ſhe brings me night and morn- 
ing filtrated into milk. Thus I rub on in a tolerable mediocrity ; 
life is neither a burthen nor a pleaſure to me, but a certain degree of 
ennui neceſſarily attends that neutral ſtate, which makes me very 
willing to part with. it, when he who placed me here thinks fit to 
call me away. 


I ſuppoſe you felt ſome pangs at parting with your ſon, and your 


tender anxiety will make you feel ſtill more in his abſence. May he 


anſwer not only your expectation, but your fondeſt wiſhes * I am. 


ſure it is one of the warmeſt of mine. I. am 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant; 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET 
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LETTER XXXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 9, 17 59. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Confeſs I have been long in arrears with you, and owe you 

a great deal for your frequent and kind inquiries after my 
health, or, to ſpeak more properly, my want of it ; but it has not 
been in my power to pay. I have been often, within theſe three 
months, not only too ill to write, but too ill to ſpeak, think, or move. 
I have now a favourable moment of negative health, and that is the 


moſt that I muſt ever expect, and I think I cannot employ it better 


than in thanking you for your friendſhip, and in affuring you of 
mine. When I reflect upon the poor remainder of my life, I look 
upon it as a burthen that muſt every day grow heavier and heavier, 
from the natural progreſſion of phyſical ills, the uſual companions of 
increaſing years ; and my reaſon tells me that I ſhould wiſh for the 
end of it, but inſtinct, often ſtronger than reaſon, and perhaps oftener 
in the right, makes me take all proper methods to put it off. This 
innate ſentiment alone, makes me bear life with patience, for I aſſure _ 
you I have no farther hopes, but on the contrary many fears, from 
it. None of the primitive Anachoretes in the Thebais could be more 
detached from life than I am. 1 conſider it as one who is wholly 
unconcerned in it, and even when I reflect back, upon what I have 
ſeen, what I have heard, and what I have done myſelf, I can hardly 
perſuade myſelf that all that frivolous hurry and buſtle, and plea- 
ſures of the world, had any reality, but they ſeem to have been the 
dreams of reſtleſs nights. This philoſophy, however, I thank God, 
neither makes me ſour nor melancholic; I ſee the folly and ab- 
ſurdity of mankind, without indignation or peeviſhneſs. I wiſh them 
wiſer, and conſequently better than they are. I pity the weak and 
the wicked, without envying the wiſe and the good, but endeavour- 


ing to the utmoſt of my abilities to be one of that minority. 
You 


| GW. ©. im. 1 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. XXXVIH. XxkIx. XL. 30; 
ou are not quite ſo philoſophical in Ireland, where all the tour- 
billons of Deſcartes ſeem to be in the moſt rapid motion. What do 
your mobs mean? The Hibernian ſpirits are exceedingly inflamma- 
ble. Lenients and refrigeratives will cool and quiet them. g 


I am very ſorry that your daughter's lameneſs ſeems incurable, for 
I heartily wiſh well to every limb of your family, and am 


Your moſt ſincere friend and faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


| | 
P. S. Lady Cheſterfield bids me aſſure you of her ſervice and 
eſteem. 


LETTER Lo 


TO THE SAME, 


| London, Jan. 22, 1 760. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HEN 1I received your laſt letter, I was not in a condition to 
anſwer, and hardly to read it; I was ſo extremely ill, that I 

little thought that I ſhould live to the date of this letter. I have 
within theſe few months more than once ſeen death very near, 
and when one does ſee it near, let the beſt or the worſt people ſay 
what they pleaſe, it is a very ſerious conſideration. I thank God, 
I ſaw it without very great terrors, but at the ſame time the divine 
attribute of mercy, which gives us comfort, cannot make us forget, 
nor ought it, his attribute of juſtice, which muſt blend ſome fears 
with our hopes. The faculty tell me that I am now much better, 
and to be ſure I am fo, compared with what I was a fortnight ago, 
but however ſtill in a very weak and lingering condition, not likely 
in my opinion to hold out long ; but whether my end be more or 
leſs remote, I know I am tottering upon the brink of this world, and 
Vol. Il, . my 
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my thoughts are employed about the other. However, while I crawl 
upon this planet, I think myſelf obliged to do what good I can, in my 
narrow domeſtic ſphere, to my fellow creatures, and to with them 
all the good I cannot do. What ſhare you will always have 
in thoſe wiſhes, our long friendſhip, and your own merit, which 1 
have ſo long known, will beſt tell you. 


I am, with great truth and juſt eſteem, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


ITX i © 


TO THE SAME. 


London, April 29, 1760. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


M. des Voeux brought me your kind letter, and will ſend me 
(for he is gone to Germany) his Eccleſiaſtes as ſoon as it comes 

out. A propos of that book, I hope you have ſeen Voltaire's precis of 
it in verſe. Nothing in my mind can be finer, than both the ſenſe 
and poetry of it: for fear that you ſhould not have ſeen it, I will 
give you two paſſages out of it, that ſtruck me exceedingly. 

Dieu nous donna les biens, il veut qu'on en jouliſſe, : 

Mais n'oubliez jamais leur cauſe et leur auteur, 


Et lorſque vous goutez ſa divine faveur, 
O! mortels gardez vous d'oublier fa juſtice *. 


* Theſe lines may be thus rendered in Engliſh. : 


God gave us bleſlings, freely to enjoy; 
Mortals ! remember from whoſe hand they came, 
And, while you taſte his gracious gifts with joy, 
Both love and reverence his awful name. 
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This is exactly from the original, but the following lines are in my 
mind a great improvement, 


Repandez vos bienfaits avec magniſicence, 
Meme aux moins vertueux ne les xefuſez pas, 
Ne vous informez pas de leur reconnoiſſance, 
[1 eſt grand, il eſt beau de faire des ingrats &. 


1 now read Solomon with a ſort of ſympathetic feeling. J have been 
as wicked and as vain, though not ſo wiſe as he; but am now at laſt 
wiſe enough to feel and atteſt the truth of his reflection, that all is 
vanity and vexation of ſpirit. This truth is never ſufficiently diſco- 
vered or felt by mere ſpeculation, experience in this caſe is neceſſary 
for conviction, though perhaps at the expence of ſome morality. 

I do not comprehend you in Ireland en detail, but this I compre- 
hend ex gros, that that poor country will be undone. All the cauſes, 
that ever deſtroyed any country, conſpire in this point to ruin Ireland; 
premature luxury, for your luxury outſtripped your riches, which 
in other countries it only accompanies ; a total diſregard to the pub- 
lic intereſt, both in the governed and the governors ; a profligate 
and ſhameleſs avowal of private intereſt ; a univerſal corruption of 
both morals and manners. All this is more than neceſſary to ſubvert 
any conſtitution in the world. 


vou expect, from the intereſt which 1 know you take 1n it, to 


have ſome account of my wretched and almoſt deſtroyed conſtitution ; 
but I will only tell you in ſhort, that I am not worſe than I was, and 


that I know I never can be better than I am now, though that is 


bad enough of all conſcience. My ſtay in this world cannot be long, 
God, who placed me here, only knows when he will order me out of 
it ; but whenever he does, I ſhall moſt willingly obey his command, 
with confidence in his mercy. Adieu, my dear lord. I am moſt ſin- 
cerely yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


# Diffuſe your bounties with a liberal hand; 
Nor ſpare the leaſt deſerving to relieve : 
No thanks the generous mind ſhould e'er demand; 
'Tis great, *tis godlike, unrepaid to give. 
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LS 1-14 RK Ab. 
TO THE SAME, 


Blackheath, Aug. 28, 1760, 
MY DEAR LORD, 

I Should have anſwered your laſt and moſt friendly letter ſooner, but 
that the weak and languid ſtate which I have been in, for ſome 
time, did not leave me ſpirits to do any thing, much leſs any thing 
well. What was unjuſtly and infamouſly urged againſt Algernoon 
Sidney, I found too true in my own cafe, that Scribere et apere, 
(writing is acting) and therefore I did not undertake it. I am now a 
little better, but this better moment is no ſecurity that the next will 
not be a very bad one, for I am more than journalier in my complaints, 
even hours make great variations in them. This, you muſt allow, is 
an unfortunate latter end of my life, and conſequently a tireſome one ; 
but I nauſt own too that perhaps it is a very juſt one, and a ſort of ba- 
lance, to the tumultuous and imaginary pleaſures of the former part 
of it. In the general courſe of things, there ſeems to be, upon the 
whole, a pretty equal diſtribution of phyſical good and evil, fome extra- 
ordinary caſes excepted, and even moral good and evil ſeera mixed to 
a certain degree; for one never ſees any body ſo perfectly good, or ſo 
perfectly bad, as they might be. Why this is fo, it is in vain for us. 
upon this planet to inquire, for it is not given us yet to know. 1 

behold it with a reſpectful admiration, and cry out, O altitudo ] 
White told me that you intend to turn gardener, and that your. 
firſt trial is to be raiſing of melons, for which reaſon I have ſent you 


ſuch a proviſion of good melon ſeed of different kinds, as will ſerve 


you, your ati natorum, et qui naſcentur ab illis; (your children's 


children, and thoſe that will be born of them) but, as an older and 
more experienced gardener, than you are, I muſt add ſome inſtruc- 


tions as to their culture. Know then that they are much better raiſed 
in tanner's bark than in dung; that you ſhould put but two ſeeds in 
what the gardeners call a light, and that when they are about half 
grown, if the weather is hot, you. ſhould cover them with oiled 
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paper, inſtead of glaſs, to ſave the vines from being burned up before 
the fruit is ripe. I, and moſt people here, prefer the Canteloupes, 
but they are not the beſt bearers. 

I am very glad that your ſon does hitherto ſo well at the univer- 
ſity, and there is no doubt of his continuing to do ſo, provided he 
keeps clear of the epidemical vices of colleges in general, and of Iriſh 
colleges in particular. You may eaſily gueſs that I mean that beaſtly 
degrading vice of drinking, which increaſes with years, and which 
ends in ſtupid ſottiſnneſs. I hope all the reſt of your family are as 
well as I with them, for upon my word, I ſincerely wiſh you all tutti 
guanti as well as you can wiſh yourſelves.. 


J am, my dear lord, 
Your faithful friend and humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD; 


* it „* FY — 2 
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TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 16, 1760. 
MY. DEAR LORD, 


1 Make no excuſes for the irregularity of my correſpondence, or 
- the unfrequency of my letters; for my declining mind keeps 
pace with my decaying body, and I can no more /cribere digna legi 
(write things worthy to be read), than I can facere digna /cribi, (do 
things worthy to be written). My health is always bad, though ſome- 
times better and ſometimes worſe, but never good. My deafneſs in- 
creaſes, and conſequently deprives me of the comforts of ſociety, which: 
other people have in their illneſſes; in ſhort, this laſt ſtage of my- 
life is a very tedious one, and the roads very bad; the end of it can 
not be very far off, and I cannot be ſorry for it. I wait for it, imlo- 
ring the mercy of my Creator, and deprecating his juſtice.. The beſt 
of us muſt truſt to the former, and dread the latter. 
I; do: 


— 
* 
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I do not know what picture it is of the late lord Scarborough, that 
vou would have copied; I have none, nor do I know of any, unleſ; 
pcrhaps Jemmy Lumley has one, ſo ſend me your farther directions 
about it. 

In ray opinion you are very much 1n the right not to concern your- 
ſelf in the conteſted elections. Ab/tine d fabis (Abſtain from beans) 
is as becoming a maxim for a biſhop, as it. was for Pythagoras ; 
moreover, in parliamentary elections perhaps there 1s no choice, 
You are all wild about them in Ireland, and want, it ſeems, to have all 
the ill blood, expence, and riot, which they occaſion, renewed every 
leven years. I wiſh you would be quiet, for I prophecy that you 
will get no good by your politics, but I fear much the contrary. 

I queſtion whether you will ever ſee my friend George Faulkner 
in Ireland again, he is become ſo great and conſiderable a man here 
in the republic of letters; he has a conſtant table open to all men of 
wit and learning, and to thoſe ſometimes who have neither. I have 
been able to get him to dine with me but twice, though otherwiſe, 1 
muſt do him the juſtice to ſay, he lives with his old friends upon the 
ſame eaſy foot as formerly. Adieu, my dear lord: I am the moſt faith- 
ful of your friends and ſervants. 


CHESTERFIELD, 


in. 


LETTER XIIV. 


TO THE SAME. 
Bath, Mar. 19, 1701. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


I Have been much and long in your debt, contrary to my inclina- 

tion, for I hate to be in any debt, eſpecially in marks of friend- 
ſhip and affection ; but I am perſuaded you know the ſentiments of 
my heart, with regard to yourſelf, too well to require regular promiſ- 


ſory notes, for my debts of that kind. Beſides, in truth, paper cr edit 
is 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. XLIII. XLIV. 511 


is ſo much ſtretched, both here and in Ireland, that I think it will 
now go for very little in either country. 

You have a new lord lieutenant for your country, who certainly 
is able, and I dare ſay willing, to do well. But for God's ſake be 
quiet, mind your interior civil intereſt, and do not get into any more 
political ſcrapes with England, that will always be too hard for you 
in the end, and, it provoked, I doubt too hard upon you. I have 
{till a tenderneſs for Ireland, and am really concerned when I hear of 
its being worked up into a general ferment, only that a few indivi- 
duals may make the better bargain for themſelves. 

I will tell you nothing of the ſeveral changes at court, which 
from the gazettes you will know as much of as I do here from the 
ſame authority, for I have no better, and am glad of it ; for what is 
the world now to me, or I to the world, except as a citizen of it, in 
which capacity I will always endeavour to do my little part to my 
fellow creatures ? I know no ule that a deaf, infirm, wretched crea- 
ture as I am, can be of to ſociety, unleſs that of maintaining the ne- 
ceſſary number of his ſpecies, to attend and nurſe him. Your con- 
ſtant and kind anxiety about my health makes you, I know, defire 
that I ſhould give you ſome account of it, but I cannot by any means 
give you ſuch an account as you would with for. I came here juſt 
fix weeks ago, and for the firſt fortnight was abundantly better, and 
I with I had then cut out a winner, to uſe the gameſter's phraſe ; 
but it was very natural to continue a medicine that did me a great deal 
of good, in hopes of more; for who 1s ſatisfied with, or knows what 
1s, enough ? Since that, the waters have done me as much harm as 
at. firſt they did me good, and I return to London next Monday, in 
aft the ſame weak and miſerable condition in which I came here. 

I hope you and all your family are unacquainted with the ills I 


feel. May you all long continue ſo, and enjoy all the other comforts 
and bleſſings of life. I am, my dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful friend, 


and humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
N 
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LETTER XLY. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Blackheath, June 9, 1761. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


O ſatisfy your kind impatience, concerning my health, I am 
obliged to take up the pen myſelf, though little able to con- 


duct it. Poor White has been very ill theſe two months, and 


part of the time in great danger, from a violent fever, which returned 


after ſuch ſhort intervals as left him no time to recover any ſtrength; 


but now fortunately all his complaints have centered in a very ſevere 


ſit of the gout, which I hope will ſet all right. He has lived with 


me now above forty years; we were young and healthy together, 
we are old and crazy, and ſeem to be tending to our laſt ſtage toge- 
ther. This is the natural courſe of things, and upon the whole we 
have neither of aus any cauſe of complaint. As to myſelf, I am one 
day better, and another worſe ; and my ſtate of vegetation, for it is 
no more, is a lingering and drooping one. 

Lord Halifax will be with vou at the end of September, or the be- 
ginning of October. I am ſure he will make you a good governor, 
and I hope a popular one ; for I know he goes firmly reſolved to do 
all the good he can to Ireland. He underſtands buſineſs, and, what 
is more, loves it ; he has ſteadineſs and reſolution to govern you well 
himſelf, and he will not be governed by undertakers. Adieu, my 
dear lord ; my head, and my hand, both call upon me to trouble you 
no longer. | 


I am your moſt affectionate friend, 
and faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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LETTER XVI. 
TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 12, 1961. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Do not know whether 1 ſhall give you a reaſon which you will 
reckon a good one, but I will honeſtly give you the true one, 
for my writing ſo ſeldom. It is one of the effects, and not the leaſt 
diſagreeable one, of my diſorder, to make one indolent, and unwil- 
ling to undertake even what one has a mind to do. I have often 
ſet down in the intention of writing to you, when the apparatus of 
a table, pen, ink and paper has diſcouraged me, and made me pro- 
craſtinate, and ſay, like Feſtus, at a convenient time will I ſpeak to 
thee.” Thoſe, who have not experienced this indolence and lan- 
guor, I know, have no conception of them, and therefore many 
people ſay that I am extremely well, becauſe I can walk and ſpeak, 
without knowing how much it coſts me to do either. This was the 
caſe of the biſhop of Offory, who reported only from my outſide, 
which is not much altered. I cannot ſay, however, that I am po- 
ſitively ill, but I can poſitively ſay that I am always well. In 
ſhort I am in my health, what many, reckoned in the main good 
ſort of people, are in their morals ; they commit no flagrant crimes, 
but their conſcience ſecretly reproaches them with the non-obſervance 
or the violation of many lefler duties. White 1s recovered from his 
acute illneſs, and is now only infirm and crazy, and will be ſo as 
long as he lives. I believe we ſhall ſtart fair. 
The biſhop of Offory told me one thing, that I heard with great 
pleaſure, which was, that your ſon did extremely well at the univer- 


ſity, and anſwered, not only your hopes, but your wiſhes ; I ſincerely 
congratulate you upon it. 


The town of London and the city of Weſtminſter are gone quite 


mad with the wedding and the approaching coronation. People think. 
nor talk of nothing elſe. For my part, I have not ſeen our new 
queen yet; and as for the coronation, I am not alive enough to march, 

VoL. Il. | Uun nor 
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nor dead enough to al at it. You can bear now and then a quib- 
ble, I hope; but I am, without the leaſt eguivogue, my dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful friend, 
and humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD, 
P. S. Your lord lieutenant will be with you immediately after the 
coronation. He has heard of combinations, confederations, 


and all ſorts of ations, to handcuff and fetter him; but he 
ſeems not in the leaſt apprehenſive of them. 


—_ 


— 


LETTER XLVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Oct. 31, 1761. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 NEVER doubted but that lord Halifax's reception of you would 

be ſuch as, by your laſt letter, you inform me it was. The leaſt 
relation to his late uncle * and my friend, will always be a recom- 
mendation to him; but you have a better. I received yeſterday, 
from my old friend Faulkner, his ſpeech at the opening of this new 
Parliament, and am moſt extremely pleaſed both with the matter and 
the manner. He dwells upon my three favourite points; the proteſtant 
charter ichools, the linen manufacture, and a proper indulgence of 
the Roman Catholics. | 

I have ſent Mrs. Ruſſell ſome melon-ſeed for you, which ſhe will 
convey to you when ſhe has a proper opportunity. There are two 
ſorts, one of the largeſt and beſt canteloups I ever eat in my life; the 
other is of a ſmaller ſize, the coat very near black, but rather I think 
of a ſuperior flavor to the other. If, in raiſing them, you make 
uſe of tann, inſtead of dung, they will be much the better. | 


* The carl of Scarborough. 
| I am 
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I am perſuaded that your buſineſs in parliament will go ſmoothly 


on, at leaſt this ſeſſion; I hope ſo for the ſake of Ireland, that 
can never be a gainer by quarelling with England, however juſtly. 

As you always inſiſt upon my acquainting you with my ſtate of 
health for the time being, I will tell you that I am not worſe, 
rather a little better, but far from well. Well I muſt never expect 
to be. I ſhall go, in about ten days, to the Bath, in hopes of being 
ſomething better, and I will compound for ſmall gains, 


I am, my dear lord, moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELDs 


LIE 


TO THE SAME. 
| Blackheath, July 8, 1762. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


CANNOT anſwer your laſt kind letter as I could wiſh, and 

as you, I believe, wiſh full as much as I, by telling you that I 
am better: all I. can do for you is, to tell you that I am not worſe. 
I have always reminiſcences of my rheumatiſm more or leſs, ſome- 
times very ſevere ones in my legs, which I do not expect ever to be 
entirely free from, for I never .knew any man radically cured of 
rheumatiſm ; @ailleurs je vegete & voila tout, (I vegetate, and that 
is all.) 

I ſincerely congratulate you upon the academical triumphs of 
your ſon, which muſt give you the moſt ſenſible pleaſure. I look 
upon your care of him to be now over, as he has learning and know- 
ledge to know, that he muſt not only keep what he has, but im- 
prove it. It is only thoſe who know very little, that ſtop ſhort, 
thinking they know enough, which ends in knowing nothing. 

The piece of callico, which you ſent White, is extremely good 


and fine. Mind your weaving and ſpinning, and lay aſide your po- 
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litics ; the former will enrich you, but take my word for it, you 
will never be the better for the latter. I wiſh I could ſee your great 
politicians labouring for the good of their country, like Hercules, 
with diſtaffs, inſtead of ſeptennial bills in their hands. What, and 
ſo be dependent upon England? ſays Mr. Lucas. Yes, I hope ſo ; for 
when Ireland is no longer dependent upon England, the Lord have 
mercy upon it! I am, moſt ſincerely, 


Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


L BTT ER XLIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 4, 1762. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Y wretched health, about which you are ſo kindly ſollicitous, 
is ſo very variable, that I can hardly give you any account of 
it at the beginniug of a letter, without having reaſon at the end of 
it to alter that account. The humor, whether gouty or rheumatic, 
or rather as I think a compound of both, teazes and chicanes me, 
ſometimes in my legs, ſometimes in my head and ſtomach, and 
ſometimes, though ſeldom, is quite quiet, and then I am as well as at 
my time of life I can ever hope to be. I muſt take it all as it 
comes, and will bear it with patience. God has ſent phyſical, as well 
as moral, ills into the world, and for good and wiſe reaſons of his 
own, I am convinced, which I do not pretend to know; nor do I 
at all admit thoſe reaſons which men are pleaſed to aſſign for it. 1 
with mankind would condeſcend to be reſpectfully ignorant of many 
things, which it is, impoſſible they can ever know whilſt in this 
world. But no, we muſt know every thing, and our pride will not 
let us on our ignorance. 


2 The 
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The piece of raw filk, which you ſent me incloſed in your laſt, 
ſeems to me, who underſtand very little of the matter, extremely 
good; but to tell you the truth, I doubt it will never prove an ex- 
tenſive and profitable manufacture. Your climate is not warm 
enough for mulberry trees, and the worms will not be nouriſhed as 
they are in hotter countries. However, you do very well to try, for 
whatever quantity of ſilk you may make, will be ſo much clear gain, 
will encourage induſtry, and let the worſt come to the worſt, the 
plantations of mulberry trees will adorn the country. I am glad to 
find the ſpirit of induſtry is ſo active amongſt you; it is much 
better than the ſpirit of politics, and Ireland will get much more by 
it. Adieu, my dear lord. I am, with the greateſt truth and affection, 


Yours,. 


CHESTERFIELD» 


LET FER-E 


TO THE SAME. 
Blackheath, OK, 7, 1762. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


THANK you heartily for your laſt kind letter; it is ſome ſatiſ- 
faction, in all misfortunes, to know that thoſe people whom one 
loves and values intereſt themſelves in them, and am I ſure that you. 
take a ſincere part in mine. I am not worſe, nor I am not 
better, than when I wrote to you laſt. I know that I never can. 
nor ſhall be better, and I will readily compound for never being, 


worſe. Preſident Monteſquieu, who had been almoſt blind for 


many years, uſed to ſay, je ſais etre aveugle, (I know how to be blind;) 
and I am ſure I have been long enough ill, to know how to be ſo. 


But he was not deaf, and if I were not ſo, I ſhould be much lets 


affected by my other complaints. I cannot uſe myſelf to deafneſs, 


though 
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though I have now had it fourteen years; it gives one a ſtupid look 
at firſt, and ſoon afterwards makes one really ſo, 

This has been a very bad ſeaſon for the Jeſuits, and I do not 
very well ſee why, unleſs it be that there is a time for all things, 
and that theirs is come; for their religious and moral, or if you will 
immoral doctrines, have been the ſame theſe two hundred years, 
They have often indeed been attacked during that time, and by great 
men, but have always recovered it, whereas now they die. I will 
venture to prophecy they will never recover, this being by no means 
an eccleſiaſtical age. I even queſtion whether the popes will hold 
it out much longer. | 

1 will ſend ſome excellent melon-ſeed to Mrs. Ruſſel, who I take 
it for granted can find ſome means of forwarding it to you. It is 
three years old, which we gardeners reckon the beſt age. Adieu, 
my dear lord. I am, molt faithfully, 


Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


In about three weeks, I propoſe going to Bath, for my rheumatic 
pains, 


L&I I & BR: Lb 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, January 6, 1763. 
MY DEAR LORD, 
I CONFESS myſelf a moſt lazy and aukward correſpondent, but 
it is not ſo much my fault as it is my misfortune, for writing now 
is not the eaſy taſk to me that it was formerly, and both my head 
and my hand undertake it unwillingly. However, in ſpite of them 
both, I could not let this ſeaſon paſs by, without wiſhing you and 
yours a great many happy new years; not in compliance with 
3 cuſtom, 
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cuſtom, but to ſatisfy my ſentiments of friendſhip and affection for 


you. 
I am returned from the Bath with much better health than 1 


carried there. I have now a tolerable negative degree of health, 
which at my age, and with my ſhattered conſtitution, is all that 
I can reaſonably aik of heaven, for the ſhort remainder of my 


ſpan. 


and your ſon this ſummer : I hope you will not embark before the 
ſtormy ſeaſon is over, which 1s not till April or May. 


I am, with the trueſt friendſhip and eſteem, 
My dear lord, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER II. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Dec. 5, 1763. 
MY DEAR EORD, 


THANK you for your kind and informing letter, which I re- 
ceived by the laſt poſt. I cannot give you ſuch an account of: 
myſelf as I know you wiſh. I was dangerouſly ill of a bilious fe- 


ver ten days before I left London, and remained extremely weak 


and low from it. The faculty haſtened me to this place, which was, 
as they ſaid, to carry off the dregs of the fever, reſtore my ſtrength 
and ſpirits, and what not. The waters, however, which I have now 
drunk a full fortnight, have done no ſuch thing; inſtead of that, 1 


grow weaker every day, and my ſpirits lower. 


vou 


I am glad to hear that I ſhall have the pleaſure of ſeeing you 


; 
| 
| 
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You have acted in the affair of the charities as becomes your ec- 
cleſiaſtical character, and your private character of integrity and cha- 
rity as a man, in endeavouring to detect, if you cannot puniſh, thoſe 
ſacrilegious frauds, in diverting to infamous political jobs, the ſums 
of money bequeathed and appropriated for the relief of the poor. 
That I call facrilege in the higheſt degree, it giving to the poor be, 
as undoubtedly it is, lending to God. This is a much more criminal 
ſacrilege than ſtealing an old pulpit cloth out of a pariſh church, 
that can do as well without it, and which, though canonically called 
ſacrilege, is, in my mind, but humble robbery. Go on then, my 
good lord, and detect not only the thieves, but thoſe who connive 
at them. Thou ſaweſt a thief, and conſentedft unto him, was formerly 
the deſcription of a very bad character, and ſhould be ſo ſtill, unleſs 
your doctors of divinity will ſay, like Moliere's doctor of phyſic, nous 
avons change tout cela, (we have altered all that.) Good night, my 
dear lord, 


Yours moſt faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— v- — 


LES 1154 8 Lib 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Mar. 17, 1764. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


/ OUR laſt letter, which I received this week, made me two 
letters in your debt; but you are ſo uſed to my bad payment, 
that I am ſure you will excuſe it, eſpecially when you conſider that 
people of quality ſeldom pay at all, whereas I ſometimes pay ſome- 
thing in part, and upon account. 

I aſſure you it is no compliment, but a literal truth, when I tell 


you that I have the warme/ ſenſe of your kindneſs, in providing my 
| old 
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old and chilled carcaſe, with ſuch a quantity of flannel. I have cut 
my waiſtcoats according to my cloth, and they come half way down 
my thighs. | 

I am told you are all together by the ears in Ireland. We are ſo 
here too; and it will always be ſo, while avarice and ambition triumph 
over reaſon and virtue. Adieu, my dear lord, I am 


Moſt faithfully yours 


CHESTERFLELD. 


LETTER LV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Oct. f, 1764. 


1 Have been a long time in your debt, but I hope that my age and 

infirmities give me ſome privileges to compenſate a little for the 
loſs of youth and health. I am paſt the age at which a Roman ſol- 
dier was rude donatus, which ſome have tranſlated, given to be rude. 
1 adopt that verſion. Since your friendſhip for me makes you ſol- 
licitous to have accounts of my health, I will tell you that I am nei- 
ther better nor worſe than when you heard from me laſt. I am never 
free from phyſical ills of one kind or another, but uſe and patience 
make them ſupportable; and I own this obligation to them, that 
they have cured me of worſe ills than themſelves, I mean moral ills, 
for they have given me leiſure to examine, and reflection to ſubdue, 
all my. paſſions. I think only of doing my duty to my Creator, and to 
my fellow-created beings, and ounis in hoc /um (this is my only object). 

Are you a grandfather in embryo yet ? That ought by this time to 
be manifeſt. When you ſhall be really ſo, may your grand-children 
give you as much ſatisfaction as your own children have done! 

Good night, my dear lord; I am moſt affectionately yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P, S. Lady Cheſterfield deſires me to * her compliments to all. 
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LETTER OILY. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Sept. 25, 1765. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 
OUR letter gave me the pleaſure of knowing your ſafe arrival 

in Ireland; but if you were as ſick as uſual at ſea, notwithſtand- 
ing my brandy and lemon, and your own ſaffron bag, you ſink it 
upon me, which is not quite fair to your doctor, who ſhould always 
be informed of the ſucceſs of his preſcriptions. 

As you are always as ſollicitous about my health as I am, and more 
ſo about my life, I will tell you that I am juſt as you left me, neither 
well nor ill, and hobbling on to my journey's end, which I think I am 
not afraid of, but will not anſwer for myſelf, when the object draws 
very near, and is very ſure. That moment is at leaſt a very reſpecta- 
ble one, let people who boaſt of not fearing it ſay what they pleaſe, 
and by the way thoſe people have commonly the moſt reaſon to fear it. 
Your lord heutenant* will be with you very ſoon, to meet your 
parliament. Thoſe firſt meetings are generally kind ones, and often 
much kinder than the partings. I really think. he will be liked, for 
he is, in my opinion, the honeſteſt and molt religious man in the 
world, and moreover, very much a gentleman in his behaviour to 
every body. But what orders he may bring with him from hence, 
or what temper he may find you in, that may create differences, 1 
cannot ſay, becauſe I am ſure I do not know ; but this I know, 
that thoſe amongſt you who are wiſe, will avoid quarrelling with 
England. I ſay this only for the ſake of Ireland, to which I moſt 
ſincerely wiſh well, and believe that 1 am generally thought to do ſo. 
Do not think of minaicking our parliamentary tricks in England, for 
they will not do in Ireland. 


* Lord Hertford, 


I propoſe 


1 propoſe going to Bath in about three weeks, for half repairs at 
moſt, whole ones I do not pretend to: my wretched veſſel is too much 
ſhattered to be ever fit for ſailing again. May yours ſail eaſily and 
{ſafely many years ! | | 


I am, my dear lord, 
Yours moſt affectionately and faithfully, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LE T1 T6 KR l. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 26, 1766. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


5 1 HOUGH I too lang delayed ſending you my wiſhes of this 


ſeaſon, I am ſure you did me the juſtice to believe that I formed 
them as heartily and ſincerely for you, as you could do for me; and 


more I think cannot be ſaid on either fide. We have known one 


another too long to have any doubts upon that ſubject. 

The buſineſs of pamphleteering, I find, 1s not monopolized on 
this fide of the channel; for I have lately read two or three angry 
papers, and one of them ſquirted out by my friend Dr. Lucas. 
Surely your government will be wiſe enough not to take any notice 
of them. Puniſhment will make ſectaries and political writers con- 
ſiderable, when their own works would not; and if my friend Lucas 
had not been perſecuted under lord Harrington's government, I be- 
lieve he would have been, long before this, only a good apothecary, 
inſtead of a ſcurvy politician. I remember, at the latter end of queen 
Anne's reign, there was a great number of fanatics, who ſaidthey had, 
and very poſſibly really thought they had, the gift of prophecy. They 
uſed to aſſemble in Moor- fields to exert that gift, and were attended by 
a vaſt number of idle and curious ſpectators. The then miniſtry, who 


n loved 
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loved a little perſecution well enough, was however wiſe enough not 
to diſturb theſe madmen,, and only ordered one Powel, who was the 
maſter of a famous puppet-ſthow, to make Punch turn prophet, which 
he did ſo well, that it ſoon put an end to the prophets and their 
prophecies, | 

I have been unwell of late, and have been let blood» twice this 
week, which has done me ſo much good, that I am now better than 
I was before my diſorder; but, well or unwell, I am always, 


My dear lord, 
Yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


IL. ET TUI LI. 


TO THE SAME. 


| | London, May 17, 1766. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Received your kind letter yeſterday, and forwarded. the incloſed 
according to your directions. It is true I was long m your debt; 
but it is as true too, that I am no longer, as I once was, the pen of a 
ready writer; both. my head and my hand ſeem to decline writing; 
in ſhort, Non /um qualis eram (I am no more the man I formerly 
was). My ſtate of health, which you are always kindly inquiſitive 
about, is juſt as you left it. I am too old to expect it to mend, and 
thank God it dechnes but gently, and I rather glide than tumble down 
hull. 
I heartily congratulate you upon the good effects of your bill, 
and it is almoſt pity that you have no ſins for this act of charity 
to cover. Adieu, my dear lord. 


I am moſt faithfully yours, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
P. S. My compliments to your ſon. 
5 LET- 
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LETTER LVIN, 


TO THE SAME. 


| Blackheath, Oct. 10, 1766. 

MY DEAR LORD, 
I Am conſcious that I have been long in your debt; and, were my 

letters of any value, I would make you my excuſes for non-pay- 
ment. The mind unfortunately keeps pace in decay with the body, 
and age and infirmities weaken them equally. I feel it moſt ſenſibly ; 
my body totters, and my underſtanding ſtutters; but, I thank God, 
I am wiſe enough ſtill, not to put either of them upon attempting, 
what neither of them could probably perform.. 1 have run the filly 
rounds both of pleaſure and buſineſs, and have done with them all. 
I think there is ſome merit in knowing when to have done. I have 
lived here at my hermitage in peaceful retirement all this ſummer, 
without any grievous phyſical ills, but at the ſame time never quite 
free from ſome of the leſſer ones. Upon the whole, I have no reaſon 
to murmur at my lot, it is better than I have deſerved ; and, as I 
have generally obſerved that there is a compenſation of good and ill 
even in this world, I ought not to complain, conſidering the former 
part of my life, that the latter part of it 1s as wretched as it now is, 
I mean relative to my deafneſs. 

You have a new lord lieutenant *. I have ſeen him once, and he 
feems reſolved to do well. One thing 1 verily believe, that he will 
have no dirty work done, nor the leaſt corruption ſuffered. 

I give you a thouſand thanks for executing the commiſſions, 
which I was impertinent enough to trouble you with; but I do not 
know ſo good a maſter of the robes as you are. You keep me in 
flannel, and you procure me linen, which are all the cloathings I 
want. 


* Lord Townſhend, 


How 


—— 
— — — — — - _ 
— 
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How goes it with your ſon, and alſo with your little grandſon ? for [ 
ſhall always take a ſincere part in whatever relates to you, being, with 
great truth and aftection, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


— 


E 


TO THE SAMT. 


London, March 12, 1767. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


O U cloathed me when I was naked, but I believe you have often 

done that to many others; ſo I will not trouble you with 
many thanks upon that ſubject. Your linen was very good and 
cheap, and flannel very comfortable to my old carcaſe, during the 
laſt very ſevere winter, and 1 ſhall not leave it off even in ſummer; 
but, conformably to the laws of Ireland, I believe I ſhall be buried in 
Iriſh woollen. 


My kinſman, Mr. Stanhope of Mansfield, has married a niece of 


Mr. Barnes of Derby, whom you know. His ſon, whom I have taken 


and adopted, turns out prodigiouſly well, both as to parts and learning, 
and gives me great amuſement and pleaſure, in ſuperintending his 
education, and in ſome things inſtructing him myſelf, in which I 
flatter myſelf that I do ſome good, conſidering his future rank and 
fortune. 

Your new lord licutenant ſeems extremely well diſpoſed to Ireland, 
and I really believe will do it all the good that his fituation, and 
ſome deep-rooted national prejudices, will allow of. 8 

Has your ſon taken either orders or a wife yet? Both theſe bleſ- 


ſings are indelible. For my own part, I am as well as I could expect 


to be at ſeventy three paſt. I have no immediate complaint of either 
7 pain 
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pain or ſickneſs, and nibil amplius opto (I wiſh nothing more); but our 
poor friend White is in a moſt declining way, ahd 1 tear will not laſt 
much longer. He has now lived with me above fifty years, and ſerved 
me very faithfully. I ſhall feel he loſs of him very ſenſibly. I have 
ſurvived almoſt all cotemporaries, and as I am too old to make new 
acquaintances, I find myſelf %; but I find too, upon ſelf-examina- 
tion, for which I: have.abundant time, that I am moſt affectionately 
and ſincerely 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


FAG Ie Ho e 
TO THE. SAME. 


Blackheath, Oct. 16, 1567. 
MY DEAR LORD; 


A right hand being now tolerably able, and my heart being, 

I am ſure, extremely willing, I cannot employ the former ſo 
well, as in conveying my hearty and ſincere thanks to you, for the 
uncommon and extraordinary proofs of your friendſhip and affection 
in my laſt illnets. Nothing but the warmeſt ſentiments of friend- 
mip could have carried you through the detarts of Ireland and Scot- 
land, not to mention croſſing the ſea, to fee an old acquaintance, 
who, it was ten to one, you did not find alive at your journey's end. 
his overpays any debt of gratitude you might think you owed me, 
and I confeſs myſelf your debtor. My general ſtate of health is at 
preſent tolerable, that is, negatively well, but I continue very near as 
weak as when you ſaw me.. My legs neither recover ſtrength nor 
fleſh, as I expected, and as I was promiſed by the ſkilful, and my 
two valets de chambre are as neceſſary to me as they were a month 
230. 


I jhall 
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I ſhall remove to London this week for the winter, as the weather 
is now exceſſively cold and damp. Perhaps I may take my uſual 
journey to Bath, if the faculty pronounce me free from all ſuſpicion; 
of a lurking fever. I do all I can to make the ſhort remains of lite 
as comfortable. as I can; but if that will not do, I ſhall with thc 
greateſt reſignation conſider the phyſical ills of my old age, as a very 
flight and reaſonable tax upon the errors and follies of my youth, 
I am, wuh the utmoſt truth and eſteem, 


My dear lord, 
Your molt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIE U 5. 


P. F. I thank you before-hand for the books you left for me at 
my houſe in town, for I have not yet ſeen one of them. I for- 
bad their being unpacked, till I came to town myſelf. I cannot 
read above a quarter of an hour at a time, for my eyes have 
ſuffered by my illneſs as much as my legs. 


L-:&:1:T1 BN Lodbb. 


TO THE SAME. 


Bath, Dec. 25, 1767 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 Received yeſterday your very kind letter, which reiterates your l- 
licitude for the ſtate of my health. It is, in general, neither 
bad nor good ; I have no actual illneſs nor pain to complain of, but 
am as lame of my legs as when you ſaw me, and muſt expect to 
be ſo for the reſt of my life. Every year, at a certain period of life, 
takes away ſomething from us; this laſt has taken away my legs, 
and 
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and therefore I muſt now content myſelf with thoſe of my horſes ; f 
otherwiſe I am tolerably well for me. 

I moſt heartily congratulate you upon the ſucceſs of your ſon in 
his firſt pulpit. It is a pledge of ſtill more, when his concern and 
trepidation, inſeparable from his firſt attempt, ſhall be got over. 

I hope you go on ſuceſsfully in your charity affair, in which I am 
ſure neither your zeal nor your diligence will be wanting. It be- 
comes your profeſſion, and your life becomes it. To you it is an 
ornament, to many it is a cloak to cover a multitude of fins. 

May I beg of you to make my compliments to my old and con- 
ſtant friend George Faulkner, and tell him that I will anſwer his let- 
ter very ſoon, but that one letter a day is as much as either my head 
or my hand will admit of? When I go to town, which will be in 
about three weeks, I ſhall open all his packets, which lie there ready 
for me. 


My compliments to your ſon. I make you none, for we have 
known one another too long and too well for that. 


I am, with the greateſt truth imaginable, 
My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


LETTER LAI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 2, 17068. 


MY DEAR LORD, 


ANY thanks to you for your friendly anxiety concerning my 
health, or, as the more faſhionable phraſe is, for your kind in- 
quiries. As I told you in my former letter, I have,! thank God, neither 
VOI. II. | Yyy Pain 


* 


530 LORD CHESTERPFIELD'S LETTERS 


pain nor ſickneſs, and I think it would be both impudent and abſurq 
in me to with for better at my age, and with my conſtitution. It is 
true that I am very weak in my limbs, but I can walk for a quarter 
of an hour at a time upon even ground, which I do five or 11x times 
a day, for you know that z/e legs and have legs; but I cannot go up 
ſtairs without great difficulty, and I ſhould tumble down ſtairs with 
great facility, if I were not ſupported by the rails on one fide, and a 
valet de chamvre on the other. | 

I do not comprehend your tranſactions in Ireland, but in general 
they appear to me to be fout comme ches nous (juſt as with us), 
Courtiers want to keep their places or to have better, and patriots 
want thoſe very places. By the way, Iam apt to think that the patriot 
members of your houſe of commons are confoundedly bit, by paſſing 
the octennial bill, which I believe was never their intention. This 
is certain, that it will ruin a great number of your country gentlemen, 
who are as election-mad as we are here. I reckon that this next 
ſummer will be the maddeſt and moſt drunken ſummer, that ever 
was known in the three kingdoms ; and if the weather ſhould prove 
very hot into. the bargain, the Lord have mercy upon us ! 

My little boy * received your ſon's letter in due time, and will an- 
ſwer it ſoon; which he tells me he ſhould have done much ſooner, 
but that he has had a great deal of buſineſs of late upon his hands: 
doubtleſs very important. Pray make my compliments to him, and 
10 his ſon if born. 


N Adieu, my dear lord: may you be for theſe many years as happy 
| as you deſerve to be! | 


Yours moſt ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


* The preſent earl of Cheſterfield. 


LET= 
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LETTER LEAK. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 29, 1768. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Am ordered by my little boy to ſend you the incloſed for your 
ſon, which I hope you will do with my compliments : I thank 
you for your letter, and alſo for your red flannel, which I have re- 
ceived, and in which I am at this time very comfortably wrapped up. 
It is not worth either your while or mine to tell you of the riots 
and tumults, which the general election produces in this iſland, as 
you will ſoon ſee a duplicate of them in Ireland. In this country it 
is Wilkes and liberty, for ever, huzza ! in that of Dublin, I ſuppoſe, it 
will be Lucas and liberty for ever. For my own part, I ſay, Beatus 
ille qui procul negotiis ! (Happy the man who lives remote from 
public buſineſs !) | 


I am, my dear lord, 


Moft faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


— — — Jn I 


—B —— 


LET TE R LXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, June 25, 1768. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Cannot ſend you a ſatisfactory anſwer to the inquiries your friend- 
ſhip prompts you to make concerning my health; for I am not 
ill, and am very far from being well. I ſuffer no pain nor ſickneſs, 
| Y. 4 & | hut 
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but on the other hand I enjoy no health: I feel what the French 
call a general 929/-aj/e, and what we call in Ireland an wellneſs, 
This aukward ſituation I impute to ſeventy-five, which will account 
for any phyſical ill; and mine is, thank God, more a privation of 
health than any one poſitive ill. Fen connois de plus miſerables ( 
know ſome that are worſe oft), though the greater ſufferings of any of 
my fellow creatures, will never be the leaſt comfort to me under 
mine. 

I am very glad you have placed your ſon upon the firſt ſtep of the 
_ eccleſiaſtical ladder. Felix fauſtumque it! may he riſe as high as he 
wiſhes himſelf! I chid my boy for not acknowledging his letter, but 
he excuſed himſelf, by ſaying that he had ſo much writing of his 
taſk upon his hands that he had very little time. The truth. I take 
to be, that to ſo young a penman a letter is a laborious work, and 
requires time. 

I congratulate the poor upon your being their champion, and you 
upon your ſucceſs in ſo good a work. It becomes your honeſt and 
compaſſionate heart, and your character in the church. Adieu, my 
dear lord. I am, 


Moſt fincerely and affectionately, 
Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


__ E OT CO WI — Rn nent * 2 — 


LETTER LXV. 


TO THE SAME. 


| Bath, OR. 30, 1768. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HIS morning I received your moſt friendly inquiry after my 
wretched conſtitution ; the beſt that I can ſay of it is, that it 1s 

not worſe, but I think, rather a ſhade better than it was ſix months 
ago. I can walk upon my three legs half an hour at a time, and 
repeat 
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repeat that exerciſe three or four times in a day; which I could by no 
means have done when you faw me in my go-cart at Blackheath. I 
have now beer here a fortnight, and am ſomething the better for 
the water, eſpecially as to bathing, which ſupples my old, ſtiff, and 
almoſt offified limbs. fo 

Here is a young man of your country, a lord Mountmorris, whom 
I take to be a very hopefut one. I am told that he has diftinguiſhed 
himſelf already in your houſe of lords, as a ſpeaker, and you are 
extremely well with him. He is very warm from the honeſty of his 
heart, as a young and honeſt heart always is. 

I find by all acconnts that your lord entenane is very popular, 
and will not enrich himfelf by the lieutenancy. I even queſtion 
whether he will get ſo much by it as I did, for I can aſſure you I 
got five hundred pounds clear upon the whole. 

Good night, my dear lord, I believe I need not tell you that no 
man living can be more fincerely your faithful friend and ſervant 
than 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. Lady Cheſterfield ſends you many compliments, or rather 
truths. | 


1 1 


LETTER LEVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, .July 9, 1769. 
MY DEAR LORD, | 
T H E only reaſon that I had for not writing to you ſooner, was 

that I could not, which I dare ſay you will allow to be a ſuffi- 
cient one. I have, for theſe laſt three months, had an inflammation 
in my eyes, which hindered me from either writing or reading ; and 
this letter is almoſt the firſt, as well as the moſt pleaſing, ſervice they 
have done me. You will eaſily judge how irkſome it muſt have 
4 been. 


1 
— 
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been to a man, who has loſt his ears theſe laſt twenty years, to loſe 
his eyes, though but for three months. It is loſing my livelihood, 
for I live only upon reading, incapable of any other amuſement, 
Nature has laid very heavy taxes upon old age; and I muſt pay my 
ſhare of them, be it what it will. | 

I congratulate you heartily upon your ſucceſs in detecting and pu- 
niſhing the worſt ſort of thieves, thoſe ſacrilegious robbers of the: 
Poor. 

As for the papiſts of Ireland, you know I never feared them, but, 
on the contrary, uſed them like good ſubjects, and to a certain degree 
made them ſuch, for not one man of them ſtirred during the whole 
rebellion, Good uſage, and a ſtrict adherence to the gavel act, are 
the only honeſt and effectual means that can be employed with regard 
to the papiſts. 

Lou do not tell me one word of your family, in which you are 
very ſure that I intereſt myſelf very ſincerely. Have you another 
grandſon or granddaughter, and are thoſe you have already all well? 
I look upon you now as a patriarch. I am ſure you have all the 
virtues of any that I ever read of. I am, with the greateſt truth and 
affection, | 


My dear lord, 
Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


* — 
— — 


_—_— 


E — —„— 


| LETTER LXVII (a). 


TO THE SAME. 


| Bath, Nov. 21, 1769. 
HY DEAR LORD, 


A Thouſand thanks for your kind letter; you inquire after my 
health, in which I well know that you warmly intereſt your- 
; ſelf ; but I can hardly return you a preciſe anſwer ; I am turned of 


0 (a) The original of this letter was not ſent; perhaps lord Cheſterfield's diſorder on his eyes 
obliged him to make ule of another perſon's hand, 


ſeventy 
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ſeventy ſix, a ſufficient diſtemper itſelf, and moreover attended with 
all the uſual complaints of old age ; the moſt irkſome of them all 
to me, is that my eyes begin to fail me, ſo that I cannot write nor 
read as I uſed to do, which were my only comforts, but melius fit 
patientid quid quid corrigere &t ne fas, (What cannot be mended grows 
lighter by patience). 

The archbiſhop of Caſhel Ca), who is now here, tells me that, 
by your indefatigable endeavours, you have recovered near twenty 
thouſand pounds for the ſeveral defrauded charities. He always ſpeaks 
of you with great eſteem and regard. Go on to detect ſuch abomi-- 
nable ſacrileges, infinitely worſe than the ſtealing of a pulpit cloth. 
out of a church. Excommunication would be more proper for ſuch 
robbers of the poor, than for the uſual and ſlight cauſes for which 
it is commonly denounced. As for your political affairs in Ireland, 
1 am not in the leaſt ſurprized when I hear of the many and ſudden. 
variations of patriots to caſtlemen, and of caſtlemen to patriots ; c 
tout comme ici (it is there as it is here); and money, which is tlie 
neceflary medium of foreign commerce, is not a leſs powerful medium 
in domeſtic tranſactions. 

You have nothing of a pope about you, not even the nepotiſm, c 
by this time you might have done better for your ſon, to whom. 
deſire my compliments. I hope you will live long enough to provide 
for him abundantly, notwithſtanding all your moderation. 

Lady Cheſterfield, who charges me with her compliments to you, 
has. been very much out of order here, of a diſorder in her ſtomach 
and, bowels, but is now ſo much better, that we. ſhall ſet out tor 
London in a couple of days.. 

My old friend George Faulkner ſent me the other day a pamphlet 
relative to the preſent ſtate of Ireland, as to trade, commerce, abſen- 
tees, &c. Which, if it ſtates matters fairly, as I have but too much. 


(a) Dr. Whitcombe, firſt transferred from the biſhoprick of Clonfert to the archiepiſcopal ice 
of Caſhel. From a letter of lord Cheſterfield to him, which we thall inſert among thoſe of this 
collection, his character as a citizen, 'a-biſhop, and a.ſcholar, will ſuſhciently appear. . | 


xeaſors 
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reaſon to believe it does, proves that Ireland muſt in a few years be 
undone. Adieu, my dear lord. 


I am, with the warmeſt affection, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER LXVII (9). 
TO THE SAME. 


London, March 11, 1779, 
MY DEAR LORD, 


HE correſpondents I have left, though few, muſt forgive my 
irregularity, and accept my intentions inſtead of may letters, 
eſpecially you, who I am ſure will never doubt of the truth of mine. 
I am an anomalous noun, and ſcarcely a ſubſtantive one. My eyes 
| are not what they were a few years ago; and my underſtanding, if 1 
| | may uſe that expreſſion, for want of a better, ftutters In ſhort, 
without any immediate diſtemper, I feel moſt ſenſibly the complaints 
of old age; however, I am thankful that I feel none of thoſe tortur- 
ing ills, which frequently attend the laſt ſtage of life, and I Matter 
| myſelf that 1 ſhall go off quietly, but I am ſure with reſignation. 
| PO DP pon the whole, I have no reaſon to complain of my lot, though 
reaſon enough to regret my abuſe of it. 
| I am ſorry that you met with ſo many rubs in your commendable 
endeavours to do juſtice to the poor. 
| | You do not ſeem to be very quiet in Ireland, but I can aſſure you, 
| you are ſo in compariſon of what we are now in England. A factious 
ſpirit on one ſide has ſeized three parts of the kingdom, and a molt 


(a) Neither did I receive the original of this and the two following letters; perhaps as our earl 
found it difficult to write on account of his eyes, he was obliged to have, now and then, recourſe 
to the aſſiſtance of a ſecretary. 


Notorious 
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notorious incapacity diſtinguiſhes the adminiſtration ; what this col- 
liſion may produce, God, only knows, but I confeſs I fear. Good 
night, my dear lord, I need not tell you, and I am ſure I cannot tell 
you, how ſincerely and affectionately I am 


Yours, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


P. S. Lady Cheſterfield charges me with her compliments. 

There ſeems to be an infectious diſtemper in the houſe of 
Stanhope ; your acquaintance Arthur died about ten days ago, 
as did his next brother fir Thomas three days after. I ſuppoſe 
I am too old and too tough to take the infection. 


LE T-:1-3 KR - EXIF. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, June 14, 1970. 

MY DEAR LORD, | 
I Have long told you, and you have as long found, that I was 
an anomalous noun, I can hardly ſay a ſubſtantive, for I grow 
weaker and weaker every day, particularly m my legs and my thighs, 
ſo that I can walk very little at a time, and am obliged to take. my 
ſhare of exerciſe by ſeveral ſnatches in the day: but this is by no 
means the worſt part of my preſent caſe, for the humour that has 
fallen into my eyes about a year ago rather increaſes than decreaſes, 
and to a degree that makes writing and reading very troubleſome to 
me, as they were the only comforts that a deaf old fellow could 
have : if I ſhould loſe my eyes as well as my ears, I ſhould be of all 
men the moſt miſerable. 

You know that you have long been in poſſeſſion of cloathing me; 
and I muſt now apply to you to do ſo again, not only as an act of 

VOI. II. 2 2 2 friendſhip, 
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friendſhip, but of charity, for I have not a ſhirt to my back. 1 
therefore muſt beg of you to procure me ſome Irifh linen to make 
me four dozen of ſhirts, much about the ſame fineneſs and price of 
the laſt which you got me. I know you too well to make any excufes 
tor giving you this trouble. Adieu ! my dear lord; you know my 
ſentiments with regard to you, too well for me to mention them.. 
I am, 
Moſt ſincerely and faithfully, 


Yours, 
CHESTERFIEED. 
P. S. Lady Cheſterfield charges me with her compliments. 


LS 1-41: BM Ja&L&o 


TO THE SAME. : 
London, Aug. 15, 1770. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


3 HE linen, which you were ſo kind as to procure me, dropped 
out of the clouds into my houſe in town laſt week, and is 
declared, by better judges than I am, very good, and very cheap. I 
ſhall not thank you for it, but-on the contrary expect your thanks 
for giving you an opportunity of doing what always gives you plea- 
{ure, c/oathing the naked. I am ſure that, could you equally relieve 
all my other wants, you would; but there is no relief for the miſe- 
ries of a crazy old age, but patience; and as I have many of Job's ills, 
I thank God, I have ſome of his patience too, and I conſider my pre- 
{ent wretched old age as a juſt compenſation for the follies, not to 
ſay ſins, of my youth. 

I ſend you here incloſed ſome melon-ſeed, of the beſt and largeſt 
canteloup kind, and alſo of the green Perſian ſort, as much as I can 
venture at one time with the poſt ; but as none can be fown at this 
time of the year, I will from time to time ſend you more, 10 that 
you ſhall have of different kinds before the ſeaſon. Adieu, my dear 
lord; my eyes will have it ſo. 
LE T- 
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LETTER LYXI@k. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Aug. 12, 1771. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


1 Received your kind letter three days ago, and make haſte to 
acknowledge it, never knowing nor gueſſing what may hap- 
pen to me from one day to another. I am moſt prodigiouſly old, 
and every month of the kalendar adds at leaſt a year to my age. 
My hand trembles to that degree that I can hardly hold my pen, 
my underſtanding ſtutters, and my memory fumbles. I have ex- 
hauſted all the phyſical ills of Pandora's box, without finding hope 
at the bottom of it ; but who can hope at ſeventy-ſeven ? One muſt 
only ſeek for little comforts at that age. One of mine is, that all my 
complaints are rather teazing than torturing; and my lot, compared 
with that of many other people's, who deſerve a better, ſeems rather 
favourable. Philoſophy, and confidence in the mercy of my Creator, 
mutually aſſiſt me in bearing my ſhare of phyſical ills, without mur- 
muring. | 
1 ſend you here incloſed two little papers of melon-ſeed of the 
beſt kind I ever taſted; and I ſhall from time to time ſend you more, 
as you cannot ſow any till February. 

I had the pleaſure of your ſon's company at dinner fix weeks ago, 
where he met lord Briſtol, who obſerved exactly his diet, in eating 
no animal food, and drinking no wine, and is in better health and 
ipirits than I ever knew him. I am glad that he goes to Nice, 
which I have known do a great deal of good to many people in 
his caſe. May you and he have all you with for! 

Adieu, my dear lord; I am, to you and yours, 


A moſt faithful and affectionate ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


(a) The original of this is written in a very trembling hand. 
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LET TE AN LXXI(s). 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Dec. 19, 1771. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


Am ſure you will believe me when tell you that 1 am ſincerely 

ſorry for your loſs, which I received the account of yeſterday, 
and upon which I ſhall make you none of the trite compliments of 
condolence. Your grief is juſt ; but your religion, of which I am 
ſure you have enough, (with the addition of ſome philofophy) will 
make you keep it within due bounds, and leave the reſt to time and 
 avocations. When your ſon was with me here, juſt before he em- 
barked for France, I plainly ſaw that his conſumption was too far 
gone to leave the leaſt hopes of a cure, and, if he had dragged on 
this wretched life ſome few years longer, that lite could have been 
but trouble and ſorrow to you both. This conſideration alone ſhould 
mitigate your grief, and the care of your grandſon will be a proper 
avocation from it. Adieu, my dear lord: may this ſtroke of adverſity 
be the laſt you may ever experience from the hand of Providence! 


Yours, moſt affectionately and ſincerely, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


(a) This whole letter is in the hand of lord Cheſterfield, but ſo altered, that, except the firſt 
line, the ſtrokes have been covered by another hand. It preceded his death but a few months, 
and is probably the laſt he ever wrote to his dear biſhop ; with whom his correſpondence thus 
cloſes with an office of tenderneſs and affection, that of comforting an afflicted parent, 
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LETTER LXXIII. 
To THOMAS PRIORM, Eſq. a). 


London, June 14, 1746. 
SIR, 
1 Thank you ſor the favour of your letter, with the incloſed ſcheme 
for carrying on the war, which, if others approved of as much 
as I do, and the preſent ſituation of the war permitted, would be ſoon 
put 1n execution, 

As you are one of the few in Ireland, who always think of the 
public, without any mixture of private, intereſt, I do not doubt but 
that you have already thought of ſome uſeful methods of employing 
the king's bounty to the Dublin ſociety. The late additional tax 
upon glaſs here, as it muſt conſiderably raiſe the price of glaſs bottles 
imported into Ireland, ſeems to point out the manufacturing them 
there; which conſideration, with a ſmall premium added to it, 
would, in my mind, ſet up ſuch a manufacture. Fine writing and 
printing paper, we have often talked of together ; and the ſpecimen 
you gave me before I left Dublin, proves that nothing but care and 
induſtry is wanting to bring that manufacture to ſuch a perfection as 
to prevent the exportation of it from Holland, and through Holland 
from France; nay I am convinced that you might ſupply England 
with a great deal if you pleaſed, that is, if you would make it, as you 
could do, both good and cheap. Here 1s a man who has tound out a 
method of making ſtarch of potatoes, and, by the help of an engine 
of his own invention, to make a prodigious quantity of it in a day, 
But gere is an act of parliament which ſtrictly prohibits the making 
ſtarch of any thing but flour. Have you ſuch an act of parliament 
in Ireland? If you have not, and that you import your ſtarch from 


( «) This gentleman, who had a good eſtate in Ireland, ſeems to have been particularly diſtin- 


guiſhed by lord Cheſterfield, on account of his amiable qualities as a man, and his eminent ones 
as a good citizen and a true patriot, SCC what has bzen ſaid ef that gentleman in the mens, 


SA. V. 


England, 
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England, as I take it for granted that you do, for you import every 
thing that you can, it would be well worth this man's while to go to 
Ireland, and advantageous for you that he ſhould; his ſtarch being 
to my knowledge and experience full as good, and abundantly cheaper 
than any other. 

Theſe are the ſorts of jobs that I wiſh people in Ireland would 
attend to with as much induſtry and care, as they do to jobs of a 
very different nature. Theſe honeſt arts would ſolidly increaſe their 
fortunes, and improve their eſtates, upon the only true and permanent 
foundation, the public good. Leave us and your regular forces in 
Ireland to fight for you: think of your manufactures at leaſt as 
much as of your militia, and be as much upon your guard againſt 
poverty as againſt popery; take my word for it, you are in more dan- 
ger of the former than of the latter. 

I hope my friend, the biſhop of Meath, goes on proſperouſly with 
his charter ſchools. I call them his, for I really think that without his 
care and perſeverance they would hardly have exiſted now. Though 
their operation is ſure, yet, being flow, it is not ſuited to the Iriſh 
taſte of the time preſent only; and I cannot help ſaying, that, except 
in your claret, which you are very ſollicitous ſhould be two or three 
years old, you think leſs of two or three years hence than any people 
under the ſun. If they would but wiſh themſelves as well as I with 
them, and take as much pains to promote their own true intereſt, as 
I ſhould be glad to do to contribute to it, they would in a few years be 
in a very different ſituation from that which they are in at preſent. Go 
on, however, you and our other friends ; be not weary of well- 
doing, and though you cannot do all the good you would, do all 
the good you can. 

When you write to the moſt worthy biſhop of Cloyne (a), pray affure 
him of my trueſt regard and eſteem, and remember me to my honeſt 
and indefatigable friend in good works doctor Madden; and be per- 
ſuaded yourſelf, that I am, with ſincere friendſhip and regard, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


(a) Dr. Berkeley, 
6 | LET- 


543 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. LXXIIL LXXIV. 


LETTER LXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, July 15, 1746. 
S81R, 
1 Acknowledge the favour of your two letters of the 3d, and «th ; 

they were doubly welcome to me, as coming from one, who 1 
know wiſhes ſo well to the public as you do, and as they brought 
me good accounts of the progreſs you make in your public-ſpirited 
views. The manufacture of glaſs bottles cannot poſſibly fail, but 
from want of care and induſtry ; for as the price of glaſs bottles is 
riſen confiderably here, upon account of the new duty, if you would 
but make them in Ireland, you are ſure of ſale for them; and 1 
ſhould hope, at leaſt, that, conſidering the cloſe connection there is 
between bottles and claret, this manufacture, though your own, may 
meet with encouragement. I think you are in the right to do it as 
quietly as can be, and to give your premiums without publiſhing 
them, not to alarm our glaſs people here; though in truth it could 
never be thought reaſonable, nor would it, I dare ſay, ever be at- 
tempted here, to prohibit any manufactures in Ireland, merely for 
home conſumption. 

The paper you gave me in Ireland, though good, was not ſo good as 
it ſhould, and as I am ſure it might be with care. It was too ſpongy 
and bibulous, which proceeds only from want of care, in chuſing and 
ſorting the beſt rags. Some premiums for this purpoſe will have 
a great effect; and I am convinced that, if this manufacture were 
carefully and diligently purſued, you might in time not only entirely 
ſupply yourſelves, but us too, with great part of that paper, which 
we now take from Holland and other countries. But then, indeed, 
you muſt make it cheap as well as good, and, contrary to your cu- 
ſtom, content yourſelves with leſs preſent profit, in owler to get 
poſſeſſion of a future and permanent advantage. 


I have 
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I have not yet taken any ſtep concerning the charter for the Dublin 
ſociety, and I confeſs to you I have great doubts about it. Your 
ſociety, as it is, does ſo very well, that I am afraid of touching it, 
However if you and others, who, I am ſure, mean well, and can 
judge well, think upon the whole that a charter would be beneficial, 
1 will endeavour to get one. 

You did extremely right to open the Spaniard's letter to me; and, 
in conſequence of it, to proceed in that humane manner with "Fry 
His poſt was a very conſiderable one in the Weſt Indies, and is never 
given but to people of conſideration. In that light he deſerves to 
have regard ſhewn him; but {till more, in my mind, from being un- 
fortunate. I have writ to him by this poſt, in anſwer to his. As 
you tell me that part of the cargo of the ſhip is ſnuff, which I ſhould 
think, muſt be good, I ſhall be obliged to you, if, when it comes to 
be ſold, you will ſend me twenty pounds of the ſtrongeſt and the 
deepeſt coloured, and aſk Mr. Lingen for the money. 

The death of the king of Spain muſt produce good effects in Italy 
at leaſt. 

1 received a very kind letter from my charter-ſchool apoſtle, the 
biſhop of Meath, which I have not time to anſwer by this poſt, but 
J will ſoon. 


I am, with the eſteem which you deſerve, 


' Your faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


re 
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LETTER LXXV. 
TO THE SAME, 


SIR, 


I Received by the laſt poſt the favour of your letter of the 17th, 


with the incloſed account of the premiums offered for x7 46. 1 


think them all perfectly right, and, as I told you in my laſt, I think 
you will do well to purſue the manufacture of glaſs bottles, with as 
little noiſe as poſſible. I heartily wiſh you ſucceſs, and am, very 


truly, 
Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD, 


_— 


——  —____ 


LETTER LXXVI. 


TO THE SAME, 


| London, Sept. 23, 1746. 
SIR, 


At g and dangerous illneſs has hindered me from acknowledging, 
till now, your two laſt letters; and though I am a great deal 


better, I {till feel, by extreme weakneſs, the ſhock which that illneſs | 


has given to a conſtitution too much ſhattered before. 


Pray be under no kind of uneaſineſs as to the accident that hap- 


pened to my letter, for I affure you I am under none myſelt. | I 
confeſs, the printing of a letter careleſly and inaccurately written, in 
the freedom and confidence of a friendly correſpondence, is not 


very agreeable, eſpecially to me, who am ſo idle and negligent in 


my familiar letters, that I never wrote one over twice in my life, 


London, July 36, 1946. | 
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and am conſequently often guilty both of falſe ſpelling and falſe 
Engliſh; but as to my ſentiments with regard to Ireland, I am not 
only willing, but defirous, that all Ireland ſhould know them. Þþ 
very well recollect the two paragraphs in my letter, which might be 
objected to by many people; but I recollect them without retracting 
them. I repeat it again, that there are not many people there, who, 
like you, employ their thoughts, their time, and their labour, merely 
for the public good, without any private view. The condition of 
Ireland ſufficiently proves that truth. How different would the ſtate 
of your lands, ycur trade, your manufactures, your arts and ſciences, 
have been now from what it is, had they been the objects of general, 
as they have been of your particular, attention ! I {till leſs recant 
what I ſaid about claret, which is a known and melancholy truth; 
and I could add a great deal more upon that fubject. Five thouſand 
tuns of wine imported communibus annis into Ireland, is a ſure, but 
indecent, proof of the exceſſive drinking of the gentry there, for the 
inferior ſort of people cannot afford to drink wine there, as many of 
them can here; ſo that theſe five thouſand tuns of wine are chiefly 
employed in deſtroying the conſtitutions, the faculties, and too often 
the fortunes, of thoſe of ſuperior rank, who ought to take care of all 
the others. Were there to be a conteſt between public cellars 
and public granaries, which do you think would carry it ? I believe 
you will allow that a claret board, if there were one, would be much 
better attended than the linen board, wn/e/s when flax-/eed were to be 
diſiributed. J am ſenſible that I ſhall be reckoned a very ſhallow politician, 
for my attention to ſuch trifling objects, as the improvement of your 
lands, the extenſion of your manufactures, and the increaſe of your 
trade, which only tend to the advantage of the public; whereas an 
able lord heutenant ought to employ his thoughts in greater matters. 
He ſhould think of jobs for favourites, ſops for enemies, managing 
parties, and engaging parliaments to vote away their own- and their 
fellow ſubjects liberties and properties. But theſe great arts of go- 
vernment, I confeſs, are above me, and people ſhould not go out of 
their depth. I will modeſtly be content with wiſhing Ireland all 
the good that is poſſible, and with ding it all the good: I can; and 
ſo weak am I, that I would much rather be diſtinguiſhed and remem- 
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bered by the name of the Tric lord heutenant, than by that of the 
lord lieutenant of Ireland. 
My paper puts me in mind that I have already troubled you too 


long, ſo I conclude abruptly, with aſſuring you that I am, with the 
trueſt eſteem, 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER LXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Jan. 10, 1747. 
SIR, 


T H E perſon who will deliver you this letter is a moſt ſkilful 
mechanic, and has made many uſeful diſcoveries. He is going 
to try his fortune in Ireland, and deſired me to recommend him to 
ſomebody there. I could not refuſe him, knowing his ingenuity ; 
and then, who could I recommend him to ſo well, as to my good 
friend Mr. Prior, the diſintereſted and zealous patron of all good and 
uſeſul things ? I really think he may be of uſe to the Dublin ſociety, 
who 1 know are of very great uſe to the public. If he ſhould prove 
ſo, well and good; ſo far only I recommend him to you eventually. 
. This obligation however I have to him, that he has given me an op- 
portunity of aſſuring you of the continuance of that eſteem and re- 
gard with which I am, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LET- 
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LETTER LXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, May 6, 1747. 
MY GOOD FRIEND, 
1 Have been long in your debt, and am aſhamed of it; but I am 
ſure you do me too much juſtice to ſuſpect me of either fraud or 
negligence. The truth 4s, that 1 have as little command of time, as 
many people have of money; and, though my intentions are honeſt, 
Jam often forced by neceſſity to be a very bad pay-maſter. 

I defire that the Dublin ſociety will diſpoſe of the trifle that I gave 
them, in the manner they fhall think proper. They are the beſt 
judges, and have ſhewn themſelves fo by all their paſt conduct. They 
have done more good to Ireland, with regard to arts and induſtry, 
than all the laws that could have been formed; for, unfortunately, 
there is a perverſeneſs in our natures, which prompts us to reſiſt au- 
thority, though otherwiſe inclined enough to do the thing, if left to 
our choice. Invitation, example, and faſhion, with ſome premiums 
attending them, are, I am convinced, the only methods of bringing 
people in Ireland to do what they ought to do ; and that 1s the plan 
of your ſociety. * 

I am glad to find that your paper manufacture goes on ſo well. 
If it does but once take root with you, I am ſure it will flouriſh ; for 
it is the beginning only of things that is difficult with you. You 
want ſtock to ſet out with, and patience for the returns; but when 
once the profit begins to be felt, you will go on as well as any people 
in the world. 

I am ſurprized that the high duty upon glaſs here, and the ſuſ- 
penſion of the manufacture of it in ſome degree, has not encouraged 
you to apply yourſelves to that part of trade, in which I am ſure the 
profits would be very conſiderable, and your making your own bottles 
might be ſome little degree of equivalent for what emptying of 
bottles coſts you. I with every man in Ireland were obliged to make 

I as 
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as many bottles as he empties, and your manufacture would be a 
flouriſhing one indeed, 

I am very glad to hear that your linen board is to give out no more 
flax-leed, but only premiums for the raiſing of it; for that ſame 
flax-ſeed was the ſeed of corruption, which throve wonderfully in 
the ſoil of particular people, and produced jobs one hundred fold. 

The ſnuff you ſent me was extremely good, and I am much obliged 
to you for the trouble you took about it, though I know that you 
think it no trouble to ſerve your friends, and hope that you reckon 
me in that number. I affure you I am, and I ſhould not be the friend 
that 1 really am to Ireland, if I were not ſo to you, who deſerve ſo 
well of your country. I know few people who, like you, employ 
both their time and their tortunes in doing public good, without the 
thoughts or expectations of private advantage: when I ſay advantage, 
I mean it in the common acceptation of the word, which, thanks to 
the virtue of the times, implies only money; for otherwiſe your ad- 
vantage is very conſiderable, from the conſciouſneſs of the good you 
do; the greateſt advantage which an honeſt mind is capable of enjoy- 
ing. May you long enjoy it, with health the next happineſs to it! 


I am, with the trueſt eſteem, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD» 


P. S. Pray make my compliments to the good biſhop of Cloyne, 
when you write to him. 
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LETTER LESIX. 


To Dr. MADDEN(a). 


London, Dec. 12, 1746. 


0 AN you forgive me, my dear Dr. M—, what I can ſcarcely for- 
give myſelf ; I mean, having ſo long delayed my acknowledg- 
ments for your firſt very friendly letter? but, though I am blameable, 
am not quite ſo much ſo as by the length of time it would ſeem, 
when you conſider my long and dangerous illneſs, and ſince my 
recovery, the multiplicity of buſineſs which the late change of my 
ſituation (4) has brought upon me. | | 
I can with the ſtricteſt truth aſſure you, that my ſentiments of 
eſteem and friendſhip for you are in no degree leſſened, and I am 
ſure never will be, ſince they are founded upon your love and zeal 
for mankind in general, your country and friends in particular, 
which I am ſure will never end but with your life. I have read your 
work with great ſatisfaCtion (c); it is full Lx #* * * #* „ +* 
A concurrence of circumſtances has obliged me to change an eaſy 
for a laborious employment, in which too, I fear, it will be much leſs 
in my power to do good, than it was in my former. It may ſeem 
vain to ſay ſo, but 1 will own that I thought I could, and began to 
hope that I ſhould, do ſome good in Ireland. I flattered myſelf that 
I had put jobs a little out of faſhion, and your own manufactures a 
little in faſhion, and that I had in ſome degree diſcouraged the per- 
nicious and beaſtly practice of drinking, with many other pleaſing 
viſions of public good. At leaſt I am ſure I was earneſt in my wiſhes, 
and would have been aſſiduous in my endeavours for it. Fortune, 
chance, or providence, call it which you will, has removed me from 
you, and has aſſigned me another deſtination, but has not, I am ſure, 
changed my inclinations, my wiſhes, or my efforts, upon occaſion, for 


(a) The Rev. Dr. Samuel Madden firſt inſtitutor of the Dublin ſociety. A more particular 
account of that extraordinary man may be ſeen in the memoirs, dect. V. "The copy of this letter 
is endorſed “ 22d Dec. 1746, Copy; Cheſterfie!d's letter io Dr. Madden.“ 

(% His acceptance of the ſeals as ſecretary of ſtate. 

(e Probably a tra edy in manuſcript inſcribed to lord Cheſterfield, It is now in the foſſeſ- 
ficn of Mr, Sheridan, to whom it was b2quzatked as a legacy by the author. 
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the intereſt and proſperity of Ireland; and I ſhall always retain the 
trueſt affection for, and remembrance of, that country; I with I could 
ſay of that rich, flouriſhing, and induſtrious nation. I hope it will 
in time be ſo, and I even think it makes ſome progreſs that way, 
though not ſo quick as I could wiſh ; but however, there are righteous. 
enough to ſave the city, and the examples of you, and many of your 
friends, will, I hope, prove happily and beneficially contagious, I 
did flatter myſelf, a little before my removal, that I ſhould x * #* 
Continue me, dear fir, your friendſhip and remembrance, which 


I will ſay that in ſome degree I deſerve, by the ſincere regard and. 
eſteem with which I am, 8 


Your moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. Pray make my compliments to the worthy biſhop of Meath, 
to whom I will write ſoon, and likewiſe to my friend Mr. Prior.. 


— — 


1 


LETTER LXXX {@). 


To Dr. WHITCOMBE, then Biſhop of Clonfert, and afterwards 
Archbiſhop of Caſhel. 


1753, OT 1754 
MIT GOOD LORD, 


1 Find that you are {till what I always knew you, active to pro- 
mote the improvement and advantage of Ireland, and that you do. 
me the juſtice to believe that L ſincerely with them. 

The two ſchemes which your lordſhip communicates to me, in the: 
favour of your letter of the 8th, will, in my opinion, greatly tend to. 
thoſe good purpoſes. That for the improvement of uſeful literature in 
the univerſity of Dublin is, I think, an extreme good one, and.I with it 


(a). The original of this letter was not ſent. 


may 
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may be ſteadily purſued, though I cannot, with the ſame degree of 
faith, ſay that I expect it will; however I think it ſhould be tried, and 
carried as far as it will go: whether the profeflorſhips ſhould be 
continued, and appropriated to fellows of the college ſingly, is what 
I can poſſibly form no opinion upon, not being well acquainted 
enough with the preſent ſituation of the college, and the abilities of 
the fellows, but I ſhould rather think that they ought to be given to 
thoſe, whether fellows or not, who, from their eminence in thoſe 
ſeveral branches of learning, deſerve them beſt : but this rule too of 
detur digniori, your lordſhip muſt not expect will be ſcrupulouſly ob- 
ſerved. That part of the plan, which relates to writing and ſpeaking 
the Engliſh language with purity and elegancy hath, in my opinion, 
long been one of the de/iderata both in Ireland and England, where 
pedantry and an affectation of learning have, in purſuit of two dead 
languages, which can never be known correctly, let our own be 
neglected to ſuch a degree, that though we have ten thouſand Greek 
and Latin grammars and dictionaries, we have not yet a ſingle one 
on Engliſh (5). 

The other ſcheme, for encouraging foreign proteſtants to ſettle in 
Ireland, is a moſt excellent one. I have long wiſhed, and the nation 
long wanted it. The firſt foundation of it, conſiſting only of ſome 
voluntary ſubſcriptions, can be but narrow, and, what 1s worſt, pre- 
carious ; confequently will perſuade very few foreigners to expatriate 
themſelves, in the uncertainty of finding a permanent eſtabliſhment 
elſewhere. However, it will be very right to give a beginning and 
a form to that ſcheme as ſoon as poſſible ; and then I ſhould hope, 
that your next ſeſſion of parliament, finding a foundation laid, for 
that is the difficulty, would contribute largely and ſolidly to extend 
that foundation, and to raiſe a ſuperſtructure upon it which would 
be of ſuch real advantage to their country. They are very well able 
to do it; the public revenues being confiderably increaſed, not to 
mention that an additional number of inhabitants would increaſe them 
{till more. Money diſburſed upon ſuch a charitable, as well as poli- 


(5 The caſe is now much altered; the number of Engliſh grammars being avally very con- 
ſiderahle. Indeed lord Cheſterfield ſeems to have overlooked Dr. Wallis's grammar, the beſt, per- 


hays, that was compoſed for any language. Dr. Johnſon's grammar and diftionary were not yet 
tical 
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tical account, is money prudently placed at intereſt both for this 
world and the next. Your lordſhip may depend upon my exertin g 
my utmoſt endeavours to promote and recommend ſo uſeful a deſign, 
and the more ſo, becauſe that, from your lordſhip being at the head 


of it, I can ſafely anſwer for its being faithfully and ſkilfulty carried 
ON. 


I am, with the greateſt truth and eſteem, 
Your lordſhip's 


moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


p LET THR LESS.) 


To Captain IRWINE, at Paris. 


London, April 4, O. S. 1749. 

SIR, ? 

Send you the letter of recommendation to Mr. Villettes (4), which 

you defired, by yours to Mr. Grevenkop; but I fear that he will 
be gone from Turin before you arrive there. But in that caſe you 
will find a young Academician and his governor there, who will be 
very glad to do you any ſervice, and to whom I have ſent orders upon 
that ſubject. They will take the carnaval at Venice, in their way, 
where you will likewiſe probably meet them, for I take it for granted 
that you will contrive to ſee that uncommon ceremony. It is worth 
your while. There will be a much greater ceremony next ( hriſtmas 


(a) This, and the ten following letters, were moſt obligingly communicated to me by fir John 
Irwine, knight of the Bath, lieutenant-general and commander in chief of has majeſty's forces in 
Ireland, They are printed from the originals. . 8 

(6) Arthur Villettes, eſq ; his majeſty's envoy at the court of Turin, aud afterwards employed 


under the ſame denomination at Bern. He is now retired at Bath, where he enjoys the diſtinftion 


due to great merit and virtue. He was one of lord Cheſterfield's friends. 
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at Rome, which, at all events, I think you ought to ſees that is, the 
grand jubilee, which is celebrated but once in fifty years. So that, 
young as yon are, if you do not ſee it then, you probably never will; 
and, upon fo extraordinary an occaſion, I cannot ſuppoſe that your fa- 
ther will refuſe to prolong your leave of abſence. For my own part, I 
think it ſo well worth ſeeing, that I ſend my young traveller there, 
though it very much ſhortens the ſtay which I originally intended 
that he ſhould make at the academy at Turin. I return y6a my 
ſincere thanks for the tavour of your letter, with the incloſed ſpeech 
of monſieur de Richelieu, which is perfectly in character, and, I 
dare ſay, all his own. 

Any inſtance of your friendſhip and remembrance will always be 
agreeable to one, who is, with thoſe ſentiments of eſteem, with which 
I am, 

SIR, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETT ER LAXAAIK 


To THE SAME, at Dublin. 
SIR, | 
| London, Oct. 26, 1749. 

Yo U judge very right in believing that I take a part in whit 
concerns Ireland ; I do, and always {all „though an unavailing 
one. You judged as right too, in thinking that no accounts of that 
country could come to me from a mote welcome hand than youfs. 
Nothing can be better or more clearly ſtated, than your account of 
the preſent important tranſactions relative to Charles Lucas apothe- 
cary at Dublin, who, I believe, is the firſt apothecary that ever Was 
voted an enemy to his country. That apothecary's ſtuff, of which, 
till now, only the recipes were pritited, will henceforwards be uni- 
verfally taken, and make a part of the Dublin Diſpenſatory. In jo 
bool 
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book of holy martyrs, thereare are manyCharles Lucaſes, whoſe names 
would hardly have been known in their own times, but certainly 
never tranſmitted down to ours, if they had not been broiled a little; 
and the obſcure Dr. Sacheverell's fortune was made by a parliamen- 
tary proſecution, much about the ſame time that the French pro- 
phets were totally extinguiſhed by a puppet-ſhow. Great ſouls are 
ſometimes defirous to purchaſe fame at the expence of their bodies. 
It Charles Lucas, apothecary, is one of thoſe, one ſhould congratulate 


him upon this occaſion. But if his views were, as from his profeſſion 


I ſhould be very apt to think they were, of a much oer nature, 
one ought to condole with him upon the ſuſpenſion of them, at leaſt 
for ſome time. In this uncertainty I withhold my compliments of 
either kind, to Charles Lucas, apothecary. 

But let us come to a better ſubject. Pray are you major, or only 
captain ſtill? For greater ſecurity I direct this to you, by the latter 
title, but if in ſo doing I injure you, I will publiſh my recantation 
upon the back of my next. But in either caſe, I hope you have not 
laid aſide the thoughts of going abroad again. You have travelled 
a little with great profit; travel again, and it will be with ſtill greater. 
The knowledge of the manners, the language, and the government 
of the ſeveral countries of Europe is well worth two years delay of 
military promotion, ſuppoſing that ſhould be the caſe. 1 am, with 
great truth, 


Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD- 
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LETTER LXXXII. 


To Major IRWINE, Dublin. 


Greenwich, Sept. 1, 1751. 
SIR, 


HOU LD you ever be miſerable enough to want my aſſiſtance, 

or I unexpectedly happy enough to be able to give you any, 
your commands will want no preamble to introduce, nor excuſes to 
attend them. My friendſhip and eſteem for you will ſufficiently 
incline, though your ſituation will not ſufficiently enable, me to ſerve 
you. 

Lord Albemarle is too good a courtier, and I too bad a one, for 
us to have met more than once, ſince his return to England. I have 
twice endeavoured to ſee him, but to no purpoſe, ſince you deſired 
me to ſpeak to him, but I will perſevere till I do; not that I think 
I can be of any uſe to you there, but that you may not think that I 
would omit the leaſt poſſi ble occaſion of being ſo. If lord George 
Sackville is ſincerely in your intereſt, your affair will certainly do, as 
he has not only a great deal to ſay with his father, but as he is the 
duke of Cumberland's military man of confidence in Ireland. 1 
heartily wiſh that you could get to be heutenant-colonel to your 
father's regiment, becauſe with that rank, at your age, the reſt would 
do itſelf. And if you can get the conſent of the government, 1 
would adviſe you not to haggle with * * about the price, but to 
make him a pont dor to go out upon. 

My young man has been with me here this fortnight, and in moſt 
reſpects, I am very well ſatisfied with him; his knowledge is ſound 
and extenſive, and by all that I have yet obſerved, his heart is what 
I could wiſh it. But for his air and manners, Paris has ftill a great 
deal to do. He ſtoops exceſſively, which I have known /ome very 
pretty fellows do, though he dances very well; and as to manners, 
the eaſy and genteel turn d'un honnete homme is yet very much want- 
ing. I ſhall carry him with me in a fortnight to Bath for the ſeaſon, 


where I ſhall rub him till his re-exportation to Paris, which will be 
| | the 
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the firſt week in November, for near a year more. I hardly flatter 
myſelt with the hopes of ſeeing you at Bath this ſeaſon ; nor indeed 
would I adviſe you to leave Ireland, till your affair is decided one 
way or other. The obſervation, que les ab/ens ont toujours tort, (that 
the abſent always come off worſt) is in general true, and in your 
caſe, would be particularly true in regard to a certain general whom 
I know. 


I am extremely obliged to you for your kindneſs to your lieutenant 
Heathcote, in which I think I have ſome ſhare, though I hope and: 
believe he deſerves it perſonally. 


I will end this abruptly, rather than employ the common words to» 
aſſure you of the uncommon eſteem and friendſhip with which I am 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


P. S. Pray make my compliments to the primate, and to the houſe 
of Clements. 


LETTER LXXXIV. 


TO THE SAME. 
London, April 25, 1752. 
SIR, 

Am two letters in your debt, a debt which I am more inclined: 

to acknowledge, than able to pay. Yours bring me informa- 
tions, mine can only return you thanks. I make you therefore no 
excuſe for the delay, poſſibly I deſerve your thanks for it. I live 
too much out of the world to entertain you, and lately I have lived: 
too much out of it to entertain myſelf; for I have been for theſe laſt 
two months extremely deaf, from what cauſe I know not any more 
than the doctors whom I have conſulted ; but the effects I ſtill feel, 
though not in quite ſo great a degree. This makes me very difa- 
greeable, both to myſelf, and to the few people with whom I defire 
to converſe; and puts me in the ſituation of a man who-underſtands 
at beſt but half the language of the country he lives in. If the wea- 
ther, 
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ther, which is hitherto very bad, would but mend a little, and look 
ſomething like ſummer, I would ſettle at Blackheath, where I can 
amuſe myſelf by myſelf, better than in town. 

As well as I can judge at this diſtance, from the various accounts! 
have had of your ſquabbles and quarrels in Ireland, C tout comme 
beg nous. The great point is whoſhall govern the government; and! 
preſume that all heads have been too buſy upon that point, to think 
one moment of the real intereſt of Ireland. What an effuſion of claret 
muſt all this have occaſioned! for it is a maxim, that buſineſs is beſt 
done over a bottle, and that people are never ſo fit for it, as when 
they are fit for nothing elſe. I make no doubt but that there has 
more claret been drunk over the barracks this winter than will be 
drunk in them theſe ten years. And I wonder the bridge was not 
agreed to, conſidering the national averſion to water. I not only hope, 
but am perſuaded, that you do not give into this cochonnerie, which 
ungenttemans every body. A ſprightly d2bauche now and then is 
very well; but the dull, ſedate, and continued guzzling of claret is 
very unbecoming to a young fellow. 

I find that Dublin has been this winter the ſeat of pleaſure, as 
well as of war. We have heard of the magnificence of your balls 
and entertainments. They are liberal and proper diverſions, and, 
with ſubmiſſion to the grave and the wiſe, that luxury and expence 
3s beneficial to the public. It employs many hands, and circulates 
property, provided that luxury be confined to home produce. | 

We have married you here to the daughter of lady * * *, but 
that is no proof that you have married yourſelf to her in Ireland. 
If you have, I heartily wiſh you joy, for it is poſſible that there may be 
joy in marriage. In either caſe, I hope we ſhall fee you this year in 
England. You have attended your poſt as major long enough, I 
ſhould think, to be allowed a furlow for next winter ; and I take it 
for granted that your whole regiment is very perfect now, in the 
round-about way of doing every thing. I aſſure you that of all your 
friends here, none can with more ſatisfaction and ſincerity tell you 
they are ſo, than 

Your faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
LET- 
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LETTER LXXXV. 
TO THE SAME. 


WY” London, Dec. 29, 1753. 
SI, 
Thought at leaſt that 1 perfectly underſtood the meaning of all 
your diſputes and quarrels in Ireland, while they related only to 
the roaſting or the Boyleing (pardon a written quibble) of Arthur Jones 
Nevil Eſq; and I heard of them with the ſame indifference with 
which 1 formerly heard of thoſe of Charles Lucas, apothecary. Thoſe 
objects were indifferent to me, -becauſe I thought them ſo to Ireland; 
and I humbly apprehended that the only point in queſtion was the 
old one, who ſhould, govern the governor. But now I confeſs my 
indifference ceaſes, and my aſtoniſhment and concern, as a ſincere 
well-wiſher to Ireland, begin. I cannot comprehend this laſt point 
carried by five, which was merely national, and which has excited 
ſuch general joy and drunkenneſs; and I have the failing of all little 
minds, I am apt to ſuſpect and diſlike whatever I do not underſtand, 1 
know nothing of the arguments on either ſide, nor how groundleſs, 
or how well grounded, they may ſeverally be; but this I know, that 
the diſpute, being now become national, muſt come to a deciſion, and 
how favourable to Ireland that deciſion is likely to be, the enemies of 
Ireland will, 1 fear, foreſee and foretell with pleaſure. I obſerve 
that whole provinces ſplendidly proclaim in the news papers the 
Bacchanals they have lately celebrated; that of Munſter has in par- 
ticular favoured the public with a liſt of the toaſts, in which, I think, 
1-diſcover all the guards of prudence, all the depths of policy, and all 
the-urbanity of refined and delicate ſatire. I am informed too that 
theſe diſputes have, to a great degree, revived that antient, Gothick, 
humane, ſenſible, and equitable method of deciſion of right and 
wrong, the duellum, or ſingle combat. In ſhort, you are all in a vio- 
lent fever, not without ſome paroxyſms of delirium, tor which I fear 
your father in law and my friend Dr. Barry, whom I very fincerely 
2 love 


I 
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love and eſteem, has no cure. Pray tell him that I do not take this 
(to uſe our terms of phyſic) to be the febricula, or flow fever, but a 
high and inflammatory one, ali moris, and ſubject to exacerbations, 

Friends may, and often do, among themſelves, laugh and quibble 
upon ſubjects, in which however they take a very ſerious part, I 
have done ſo with you, though, upon my word, I am truly affected 
with the preſent ſituation of affairs in Ireland, from which I expect 
no one good, but fear many ill, conſequences. Your own perſonal ſi- 
tuation at Dublin, I ſhould imagine, cannot be now very agreeable, 
and therefore, as you have, for ſo long together, diſcharged the duties 
of a diligent, indefatigable officer, (and huſband too I hope) why 
ſhould you not come over here, to ſee your uncle and other friends ? 
among whom you will, I can affure you, ſee none more truly and 
ſincerely ſo, than 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


LETTER LXXXVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, Mar. 7, 17 54- 
SIR, 


A Long and painful illneſs has hindered me from thanking you 

{ſooner for the favour of your letters, which contained very clear 
accounts of the late important tranſactions in Ireland. However 
ſtrong the ferment may till be, I will venture to affirm that it muſt 
and will ſubſide to a certain degree, before the next ſeſſion of parlia- 
ment, I mean with regard to the national point. It is not tenable, 
and upon cooler thoughts will, I am convinced, appear ſo to many 


of thoſe who, from perſonal piques and ſudden heat, were hurried 
into 
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into it. I dare anſwer for it that the ſpeaker himſelf wiſhes that it 
had never been ſtirred, and I dare ſay will contrive to have it drop- 
ed in the next ſeſſion. I am ſure he wiſhes well to his country, 
and upon reflection he muſt be ſenſible that a national diſpute with 
England upon a point ſo intirely unſupported by either law or 
prudence, can by no means tend to the good of Ireland. Dr. Barry, 
I know, thinks exactly as I do upon this ſubject, and I dare ſay 
will adminiſter, wherever he is conſulted, emollient, quieting, and 
cooling medicines. If it would but pleaſe God, by his lightning, 
to blaſt all the vines in the world, and by his thunder to turn all 
the wines now 1n Ireland four, as I moſt fincerely wiſh he would, 
Ireland would enjoy a degree of quiet and plenty that it has never 
yet known. By the way, I am not fo partial neither to Ireland, 
as not to pray for the ſame bleſſing for this my native country, 
notwithſtanding the grief and detolation which I know it would occa- 
ſion in our two learned univerſities, the body of our clergy, and 
among our knights of ſhires, burgeſſes, 8c. and in general among 
all thoſe worthy honeſt gentlemen, who toaſt and are toaſted. But 
I will leave theſe public conſiderations, of which I am a remote and 
inſignificant ſpectator, and indulge the tender ſentiments of private 
friendſhip. Is it poſſible that my worthy friend, George Faulkner, 
can even for a moment have ſeen a vile cudgel impending over his 
head? Who can think himſelf ſafe, when gravity of deportment, 
dignity of character, candor, impartiality, and even a wooden leg, are 
no longer a protection ? This rough manner of treating a man of 
letters, which my friend muſt be allowed to be, implies perhaps 
more zeal than knowledge ; at leaſt I never met with it among the 
canons of criticiſm. If my friend diſcovered upon this occaſion 
ſome degree of human weakneſs, his other half, at leaſt, exerted the 
undaunted ſpirit of a Roman wife. Why is ſhe not lady Faulkner? 
And why are they not bleſſed with a numerous iſſue, the happy 
compound of their father's ſtoiciſm, and their mother's heroiſm ? 1 
have had ſeveral pacquets from my friend ſince this affair happened, 
but he has never touched upon it, prudently obſerving, I preſume, 
the advice of Horace, Qu deſperes tractata nite/cere poſſe, relinque. 
(Whatever cannot be improved by handling, is beſt let alone.) 
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Are there no hopes of ſeeing you in England this ſummer, and 
have you any of getting into the new parliament ? I ſhall take a 
longer journey as ſoon as the ſeaſon will give me leave, for 1 
ſhall go to drink the waters of Aix-la-Chapelle and Spa, in hopes of 
recovering ſome degree of my ſtrength and ſpirits, which my late 
illneſs robbed me of, not to prolong my life, for which I aſſure you 
I would not take ſo much trouble, but to make it leſs burthenſome 
while it laſts. Deafneſs alone is a ſufficient misfortune, but weak- 
neſs and diſpiritedneſs, added to it, complete it. From ſuch a being 
as I am, this letter is already too long, and may probably infect you 
with the ennui, which the writer commonly feels, except in the mo- 
ment in which he aſſures you that he is, with the greateſt truth, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 


Pray, make my compliments to my good friend the doctor. 


LETTER LXXXVII. 


TO THE SAME. 


London, March 15, 1757. 
SIR, 


T HE inſtallation is to be at Windſor on this day fortnight the 

29h; it is a fooliſh piece of pageantry, but worth ſeeing once. 
The ceremony in the chapel is the moſt ſolemn, and conſequently 
the ſillieſt, part of the ſhow. The tickets for that operation are the 
pretended property of the dean and chapter. I will take care to 
procure you one. I will alſo try to procure you a ticket for the 
feaſt, though it is full late. There you will dine very ill and 


very inconveniently, but however with the comfort of hearing the 
ſtyle 


1C 


Sunday night, 
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ſtyle and titles of the puiſſant knights proclaimed by Garter king at 
arms. I take it for granted that Mrs. Irwine is to be of your Windſor 
party, and I will endeavour to accommodate you both as far as I can. 
She made you too favourable a report of my health which you have 
too eaſily believed, from wiſhing it true. It is vegetation at moſt, 
and I ſhould be very ſorry if my fellow vegetables at Blackheath 
were not in a more lively and promiſing ſtate than 


Your moſt faithful ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


j 


LETTER LAXXYUL 


To the Honourable Colonel IRWINE. 


Indorſed, Auguſt 1762, 
S IR, 

SHALL be moſt extremely glad to ſee you and the good com- 
pany you mention to-morrow at dinner. I have not ſeen the 
doctor ſince he has given himſelf up to women, and I was afraid 

that he had forgot me. | 
Mr. Hutchinſon * is one whom I have wanted long to ſee, more 
than he could to ſee me; but what is the worſt of it is, that I am 
in the caſe of #* # * * with relation to him, which is, that I cannot 
fee him, without his ſeeing me. However, you will let him know 
that I have been dead theſe twelve years, by way of preparing him 


to ſee a mind and body equally decayed. I am, with the greateſt 


truth and eſteem, 
Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 


*The preſent provoſt of T rinity College, Dublin, 
4C2 LE T- 
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LETTER LXXXIX. 


TO THE SAME. 


F Bath, Nov. 21, 1768. 


BELIEVE, my dear general, that you are the firſt Engliſh 

traveller that could bring teſtimonials from Paris of having kept 
good company there. I know the reaſon of it; but I will not tell 
you, becauſe I am ſure you know it yourſelf as well as I do. Our 
friend ſeems to know it too, and, in juſtice to her, I ſend you 
here incloſed her letter which you brought. In ſeeing my old 
acquaintance, the marechal de Richelieu, you ſaw without exception 
the greateſt, but at the ſame time the prettieſt, coxcomb in Europe. 
To be ſure, he did not ſay a word of Minorca, Genoa, or lower 
Saxony. Your late debate about Corſica was ſurely a very idle one, 
How can we hinder the French from taking Corſica, but by a 
war with France? And how can we make that war ? Where can 
we find the money for it ? Where can we find a miniſter to con- 
duct it ? And where an Eugene or a Marlborough to command it ? 
Do not put the Gentle Shepherd upon me for all theſe wheres. Be- 
ſides, I fear there is a very ſore place in this affair. What will 
you, gentlemen of the lower houſe, do with Wilkes the defender of 
our liberty? Do not wonder at my queſtion, for I know that not 
a fortnight ago one miniſter aſked another that very queſtion, and 
was anſwered, I do not know. As they puzzled themſelves into 
this difficulty, I confeſs I want to ſee how they will puzzle themſelves 
J.“ ꝗ‚[l YT 0. 

My old kinſman and cotemporary * is at laſt dead, and for the 


firſt time quiet. He had the ſtart of me at his birth by one year 


and two months, and I think we ſhall obſerve the ſame diſtance at 
our burial. I own I feel for his death, not becauſe it will be 
my turn next, but becauſe I knew him to be very good-natured, 


* Thomas Holles, duke of Newcaſtle, 


and 
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and his hands to be extremely clean, and even too clean if that 
were poſſible ; for, after all the great offices, which he had held for 
fifty years, he died three hundred thouſand pounds poorer than he 
was when he firſt came into them. A very unminiſterial proceed- 
ing ! It is a common obſervation, that blind people are apt to be 
talkative, and it is no leſs true (as you find to your coſt) that deaf 
people are apt to be caritative; but I am only ſo quoad hunc, and 


from a deſire of expreſſing the true friendſhip and eſteem with 
which I am 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD . 


Fr. 


TO THE SAME. 
Bath, Nov. 27, 1768. 


$1h 

O W can aun mylord Anglois anſwer a letter frappee au coin 

du bon ton de Parts, (that bears the ſtamp of the Paris n ton) 
where flattery paſſes only for common civility? I muſt content myſelf 
with telling you, in home-{pun Engliſh, that I thank you heartily 
for your letter which I received yeſterday ; and though I know you 
flatter me, I am extremely pleaſed with your thinking me worth your 
flattery. Tu 1maduli, ma tu mi piaci, (you flatter me, but you pleaſe 
me) is a very true Italian ſaying, which ſelt-love, it ſincere, would 
confeſs. 

Conway's motion was the only ſenſible one that could be made, 
now that the people called miniſters (as the news papers call 
the Quakers) have bungled themſelves into a ſituation of not being 
e e #8 

I am much obliged to you, and through you to Madame de 
Choiſeuil, for communicating to me the verſes of the chevalier de 
Bouflers ; they are exceedingly pretty, and, had you not told me 


3 | the 
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the author, I ſhould have miſtaken them for Voltaire's, a miſtake 
which no author could have reaſon to take ill. The gth line is 
extremely pretty, though not quite new; but the laſt line of all is new, 
true, and wonderfully delicate, perhaps too delicate for our ſolid 
ſound claſſical judges to reliſh, who will call it French tin/el. 

I will abruptly wiſh you good night; and am 


Four moſt faithful friend and ſervant, 


CHESTERFIFLD. 


LETT ER 20, 


TO THE SAME. 


Blackheath, Auguſt 6, 1769. 
S IR, 


AM extremely obliged to you for the favour of your letter; it 

informs me of an event which I ſhould hardly have believed 
from a leſs authentic hand than yours. The journey to Wootton 
ſeems to confirm the reunion'of the triumvirate ; but ſtill it is a 
triumvirate, and a triumvirate conſiſts of three, who, without an 
Athanaſian unity, which is not to be expected, will be ſubject to 
accidents and jealouſies. This I am ſure of, that it is the intereſt of 
all the three to keep ſtrictly united. It will alarm the adminiſtration ; 
but {till I think they will hold it out another year, by certain ways 
and means, which the payment of the civil debts will enable them 
to put in practice, and you well know that the votes in both the 
chaſte houſes of parliament are counted, not weighed. Another 
thing will be of uſe to the adminiſtration, which is, that factious 
and ſeditious ſpirit that has appeared of late in petitions, aſſo- 
ciations, &c. which thocks all ſober thinking people, and will hinder 
them from going ſo far as otherwiſe they would have gone. At 
the latter end of king Charles the ſecond's reign, the two bellige- 
rant 
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rant parties remonſtrated and addrefſed, upon which my grand-fa- 
ther Halifax told the king, that the remonſtrants ſpit in his face, 
and that the addreſſers ſpit in his mouth. The livery petition ſeems 
to be of the former kind. But enough of politics, which, from 
long diſuſe, and ſeeing them at preſent only remotely and through 
a miſt, I muſt neceſſarily talk abſurdly about. 

As to my own decayed carcaſe, which you ſo kindly inquire 
after, I can only tell you that it crumbles away daily ; my eyes are 
{till ſo bad, that they are of little uſe to a deaf man, who lived by 
reading alone; many other phyſical ills croud upon me, and I have 
drained Pandora's box, without finding hope at the bottom. The 
taxes that nature lays upon old age are very heavy; and I would ra- 
ther that death would diſtrain at once, than groan longer under the 
burthen. 

Pray, how have I deſerved ſome compliments in your letter? 
I cannot recollect that I have ever offended you; I never made 
you any compliments, and I am ſure that I do not make you one 


now, when I aſſure you that I am, with the trueſt eſteem and 
friendſhip, 


Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
Pray, make my compliments to 7#7/! quanti where you are, with 


whom I have paſſed the moſt agrecable time of my life formerly 
at Stowe. 


LET- 
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LETTER . 


From Dr. SWIFT to the Earl of CHESTERFIELD. 


November 10, 1730, 


MY LORD, 


W AS poſitively adviſed by a friend, whoſe opinion has much 
weight with me, and who has a great veneration for your lord- 

ſhip, to venture a letter of ſollicitation : and it is the firſt requeſt of 
this kind that I ever made, ſince the public changes, in times, per- 
ſons, meaſures, and opinions, drove me into diſtance and obſcurity. 

There is an honeſt man, whoſe name is Launcelot; he has 
been long a ſervant to my lord Suffex : he married a relation of 
mine, a widow, with a tolerable jointure ; which, depending upon 
a leaſe which the duke of Grafton ſuffered to expire about three 
years ago, ſunk half her little fortune. Mr. Launcelot had many 
promiſes from the duke of Dorſet, while his grace held that office 
which is now in your lordſhip +; but they all failed, after the uſual 
fate that the bulk of court-ſuiters muſt expect. 

I am very ſenſible that I have no manner of claim to the leaſt 
favour from your lordſhip, whom I have hardly the honor to be 
known to, although you were always pleaſed to treat me with 
much humanity, and with more diſtinction than I could pretend to 
deſerve. Iam likewiſe conſcious of that demerit which I have largely 
ſhared with all thoſe who concerned themſelves in a court and mi- 
niſtry, whoſe maxims and proceedings have been ever ſince ſo much 
exploded. But your lordſhip will grant me leave to ſay, that, in 
thoſe times, when any perſons of the ejected party came to court, 
and were of tolerable conſequence, they never failed to ſucceed in 
any reaſonable requeſt they made for a friend. And, when I ſome- 


* Though theſe three letters have been printed already, yet as they are ſo characteriſtic, 
and do ſo much honor to our noble author, it was thought not improper to detach them from 
the voluminous collection, in which they are diſperſed, to unite them in this, 


+ The earl of Cheſterfield was then lord ſteward of his majeſty's houſehold, 


times 


TO HIS FRIENDS. BOOK III. LET. XCII. X. $69 


times added my poor ſolicitations, I uſed to quote the then mi- 
niſters a paſſage in the Goſpel, he poor (meaning their own de- 
pendents) you have always with you, &c. 

This is the ſtrongeſt argument I have, to intreat your lordſhip's 
favour for Mr Launcelot, who is a perfect honeſt man, and as loyal 
as you could with. His wife, my near relation, has been my fa- 
vourite from her youth, and as deſerving as it is poſſible for one of her 
level. It 1s underſtood, that ſome little employments about the 
court may be often in your lordſhip's diſpoſal 5 and that my lord 
Suſſex will give Mr. Launcelot the character he deſerves : and then 
let my petition be (to ſpeak in my own trade) a drop in the bucket. 


Remember, my lord, that, although this letter be long, yet what 


particularly concerns my requeſt is but of a few lines. 

I ſhall not congratulate with your lordſhip upon any of your 
preſent great employments, or upon the greateſt that can poſlibly 
be given to you; becauſe you are one of thoſe very few, who do 
more honor to a court, than you can poſſibly receive from it, 
which I take to be a greater compliment to a court than it is to your 
lordſhip. 

I am, | 
My lord, &c. 


LETTER XC. 


From the Earl of CHESTERFIELD to Doctor SW.IF r. 


Hague, Dec. 15, N. S. 1730. 
S I Ry 


Yov need not have made any excuſe to me for your ſolicitation : 
on the contrary, I am proud of being the firſt perſon, to 
whom. you have thought it worth the while to apply ſince thoſe 
changes, which, you ſay, drove you into diſtance and obſcurity. 1 
very well know the perſon you recommend to me, having lodged 
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at his houſe a whole ſummer at Richmond. I have always heard 
a very good character of him, which alone would inclme me to 
ſerve him; but your recommendation, I can aſſure yon, will make 
me impatient to do it. However, that he may not again meet with 
the common fate of court-fuitors, nor I lie under the imputation of 
making court-promiſes, I will exactly explain to you how far it is 
likely I may be able to ſerve him. | 

When firſt I had this office, I took the reſolution of turning out 
nobody ; ſo that I ſhall only have the diſpoſal of thoſe places, that 
the death of the preſent pofeflors will procure me. Some old ſer- 
vants, that have ſerved me long and faithfally, have obtained the 
promiſes of the firſt four or five vacancies ; and the early ſolicita- 


tions of ſome of my particular friends have tied me down for about 


as many more. But, after having ſatisfied theſe engagements, I do 
aſſure you, Mr. Launcelot ſhall be my firft care. I confeſs, his 
proſpect is more remote than I could have wiſhed it; but as it is 
ſo remote, he will not have the uneaſineſs of a diſappointment, if he 
gets nothing ; and if he gets ſomething, we ſhall both be pleaſed. 

As for his political principles, I am in no manner of pam about 
them. Were he a Tory, I would venture-to ſerve him, in the juſt 
expectation that, ſhould I ever be charged with having preferred a 
Tory, the perſon, who was the author of my crime, would like- 
wiſe be the author of my vindication. 


I am, with real eſteem, 
$1 


Your moſt obedient humble fervant, 


* CHESTERFIELD. 
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LETTER $XCIV. 


From Dean SwiIr ir to the Earl of CHESTERFIZELD: 


January 5, 1730-1. 
MY LORD, | 
RETU RN your lordſhip my moſt humble thanks for the 
honor and favour of your letter, and deſire your juſtice to believe, 


that, in writing to you a ſecond time, I have no deſign of giving you. 
a ſecond trouble. My only end at preſent is to beg your pardon- 


for a fault of ignorance. I ought to have remembered, that the arts 
of courts are hike thoſe of play; where, if the moſt expert be 
abſent for a few months, the whole ſyſtem is ſo changed, that he 


hath no more ſKkill than a new beginner. Yet I cannot but wiſh, 


that your lordſhip had pleaſed to forgive one, who has been an 


utter ſtranger to public life above ſixteen years. Buſſy Rabutin. 


himſelf, the politeſt perſon of his age, when he was recalled to 


court after a long baniſhment, appeared ridiculous there : and what 
could I expect from my antiquated manner of addreſſing your lord- 


ſhip in the prime of your life, in the height of fortune, favour, and 
merit ; ſo diſtinguiſhed by your active ſpirit, and greatneſs of your 


genius? I do here repeat to your lordſhip, that I lay the fault of 


my miſconduct entirely on a friend, whom I exceedingly love and- 
eſteem, whom I dare not name, and who 1s as bad a courtier by 
nature as I am grown by want of practice. God forbid that your 
lordſhip ſhould continue in an employment, however great and 
honorable, where you only can be an ornament to the court ſo 
long, until you have an opportunity to provide offices for a dozen 
low people, like the poor man, whom I took the liberty to mention! 
And God forbid, that, in one particular branch of the king's family, 
there ſhould ever be ſuch a mortality, as to take away a dozen 
of meaner ſervants in leſs than a dozen years ! 

Give me leave, in further excuſe of my weaknels, to confeſs, that 
beſides ſome hints from my friends, your lordſhip is in great mea- 
| 492 ſure 
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ſure to blame, for your obliging manner of treating me in every 


place where I had the honor to ſee you ; which I acknowledge to 


have been a diſtinction that I had not the leaſt pretence to, and con- 
ſequently as little to ground upon it the requeſt of a favour. 

As I am an utter ſtranger to the preſent forms of the world, I 
have imagined more than once, that your lordſhip's proceeding 
with me, may be a refinement introduced by yourſelf : and that 
as, in my time, the moſt ſolemn and frequent promiſes of great 
men uſually failed, againſt all probable appearances, ſo that ſingle 
flight one of your lordſhip may, by your generous nature, early 
ſucceed againſt all viſible impoſſibilities (a. 


I am, &C, 


(a) And fo it did; lord Cheſterfield having ſoon found an opportunity of providing for the 
perſon recommended by Dean Swift, 


INCE the printing of the foregoing ſheets, the originals of the 
letters from the earl of Cheſterfield to the biſhop of Waterford, 
which were miſſing, have been found and ſent from Dublin; ſo that 
Jam now in poſſeſſion of the whole of that intereſting correſpondence. 
The notes, therefore (p. 534. and p. 536.), by which the ſuppoſed 
deficiency of the originals was attempted to be accounted for, are 
become uſeleſs, and ought to be cancelled. | 


J am happy in the opportunity of terminating this volume by com- 
municating to the public the three following letters, from lord 
Cheſterfield to lord Stair, which were ſent to me in the moſt obliging 
manner by a perſon of diſtinction in Scotland, whoſe name I am not 
at liberty to mention, but whom TI defire to accept my public thanks 
for this favor. They are of ſuch a nature as to make me, and I 


truſt, every one of my readers, regret that there are ſo few of 
them. 
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LETTER Xcv. 


To the Earl of STA1R. 
London, Sept. 3, 1739. 


MY LORD, 


B 


Y the return of the meſſenger, by whom I received the favor 

of your letter, with the incloſed papers, I writ to lord March- 
mont my poor ſentiments upon the points in queſtion. I thought 
it the ſame as writing to you; but choſe to direct it rather to him, 
becauſe the meſſenger told me, he ſhould ſee him firſt. I ſhall 
ſay no more now, by the common poſt, upon that ſubject, than 
that I thought the firſt part of the plan extremely right; but the 
latter part rather ill-timed now, and would not have the effect 
propoſed or hoped for. What do you ſay to the vigor of our 
adminiſtration? The ſleeping lion is rouſed; and a hundred and 
twenty men of war now in commiſſion, and forty thouſand land 
forces in England, will ſhew our enemies abroad, that they have 
preſumed too much and too long upon ſir Robert's pacific temper. 
I fay this on the ſuppoſition and hopes that theſe land forces are 
only raiſed againſt our common enemies abroad, and not againſt fir 
Robert's enemies at home; though I know which I believe. It is 
reported too, but I don't know with what grounds, that this parlia- 
ment is this ſeſſion to be continued ſeven years longer, upon 
pretence that, in this time of danger, the nation is not in a proper 
temper to meet and chuſe new repreſentatives. Violent as this ſtep 
may ſeem, I cannot think it is totally improbable, when I combine 
ſeveral circumſtances; but this I know, that, if it is taken, there is 
an end of us, I mean conſtitutionally. Your viſit to Ireland is a 
ſign of your good health and ſpirits, which I rejoice at, and with 
you the long continuance of, as much as any man upon earth can 
do, being, I am fure, as much as any man upon earth can be, 
My dear lord, 

Your moſt faithful humble ſervant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 
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LETTER. XCVI. 


TO THE SAME. 


| London, Dec 3, 1739. 
MY DEAR LORD, 


{INCE I troubled you laſt, I have three letters from you to 
acknowledge. As to the two firſt, you will have heard from all 
your friends here, that the D. of A. is by no means as yet ripe to 
come into any of thoſe propoſitions. I both think and hope he 
will by next year; but, in the mean time, he muſt be ſtroked and 
not ſpurred. The plan incloſed in your letter, which I received 
yeſterday, is, in my opinion, a perfect right one, and is now followed 
by many corporations in England, in their inſtructions to their 
members; and ought to have been ſo by all the counties, if thoſe, 
who at the end of laſt ſeſſion of parliament undertook that pro- 
vince, had not either careleſsly or wilfully neglected it till the aſſizes 
were over, which has now made it impoſſible for this year. The 
bill, to limit the number of placemen in parliament, is to be brought 
in after the holidays, and will, I ſuppoſe, be as ſoon rejected; after 
which, it will be neceſſary to print the names of thoſe who voted 
for or againſt it ; and then freſh inſtructions from every county or 
borough, both in England and Scotland, wherever they can be 
obtained, and, I believe, they may from almoſt every county, and a 
great majority of the boroughs will come with ſtill greater weight 
next year. As for poſtponing the money bills till ſuch a bill be 
agreed to, which is what you propoſe, and what is likewiſe men- 
tioned in the inſtructions of the city of London, I find that will not 
do; becauſe, to tell you the plain truth, many of the oppoſition do 
not in their hearts greatly reliſh the place bill itſelf, which they 
think might prove a clog upon their own adminiftration, and they 
will by no means hear of any thing like a tack, or a poſtponing of 
the money bills. If the whole oppoſition meant the ſame thing as 
you and I do, they would moſt certainly entertain this meaſure, which 
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is the only one that can recover the conſtitution; all others are but 
temporary palliatives: for while the houſes of lords and commons 
are abſolutely in the power of the crown, as they viſibly now are, 
we have no conſtitution, and the crown alone is, without a myſtery, 
the three branches of the legiſlature. But unfortunately, I doubt, 
this is what many people deſire as heartily as you and I with the 
contrary. Sir Robert's health is thought to be very precarious, and 
there are many of us who already anticipate in their thoughts the 
joyful moment, which they think not remote, of coming into power; 
and conſequently, far from deſiring to make fhackles for themſelves, 
are rather willing to continue thoſe upon the people which fir 
Robert has forged for them. This, I own, is a melancholy caſe; 
but I fear it is too much the caſe. The perfons you allude to, 
that you think might be prevailed with to act againſt fir Robert,” are 
not to be moved. They have been tried, and their own intereſt in 
ſo doing has been manifeſtly ſhewn them, but to no purpoſe. They 
conſider money as their only intereſt, and would not yenture the 
ſuſpenſion of a quarters ſalary, to ſave the whole nation. This, my 
dear lord, is our wretched ſituation, from whence, I think, little 
good can ariſe. Union among ourfelves cannot be expected, where 
our views are ſo widely different. This fir Robert knows, and 
triumphs in. I deſpair of either doing good or ſeeing any done; 
yet, while I live, I aſſure you, I will endeavour it. I wifſtr my 
country well, and upon that principle alone muſt wiſh you ſo; 
but many other conſiderations concur to make me honor and eſteem 


you as I do, and to form that attachment and friendſhip with which - 


I ſhall ever be, 
My dear lord, 
Moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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578 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 


LETTER XCVI. 
ro THE SAME. 


MY DEAR LORD, 

I WISH 1 had any thing better than thanks to return you for 
| your ſeveral letters, but unfortunately I can ſend you no- 
accounts from hence, that I can write or you read with ſatisfaction. 
'The oppoſition is in truth become no oppoſition at all; is looked 
upon already in that light by the court, and, I am afraid, will ſoon 
be ſo by the whole nation. The views of the individuals are too 
different for them to draw together. Some few mean the public 
good, and they are for acting and puſhing of conſtitutional mea- 
ſures; but many more mean- only their private intereſt, and they 
think public inaction and ſecret negociations the moſt conducive to 
it. They conſider fir Robert's life as a bad one, and deſire, by their 
ſubmiſſion and tameneſs, to recommend themſelves to be his ſuc- 
ceſſors. The court, they ſay, is too ſtrong to be overcome by 
oppoſition; that is, in truth, they think it. would be too ſtrong for 
their impatience for power upon any terms. In this diſtracted ſtate: 
of the oppoſition, you will not be ſurprized that nothing is done, 
and that the court triumphs. Thoſe of your friends here, with 
whom I am connected, wiſh, as I do, many things which it is not 
in our power to bring about, and which would only diſcover our 
weakneſs to attempt. My only hopes are from the ſpirit of the 
nation in the next election, where, if we exert, I think there are 
hopes of having a better parliament than this. In your part of the 
kingdom more may be done with effect in that affair than in this 
part, where the influence of the court is more powerful; and I hope, 
therefore, you will all exert at that laſt ſtruggle for our conſtitution. 
We are to have here next week a general meeting, to ſettle the 
elections for the next parliament, in which, I make no doubt, but 
thoſe who have ruined the oppoſition will uſe their endeavours to 
fruſtrate this deſign too; but ſtill, I hope, it will have ſome good 

| 1 effect, 
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effect, though to be ſure not ſo good a one as if we all meant the 
ſame thing. The place bill comes in on Tueſday next, and will be 
thrown out the ſame day. Some of our patriots will rant that day, 
par maniere Pacquit, by permiſſion from the court, and then the 
ſeſſion is ended. I ſhewed your paper upon that ſubject to ſome 
of my friends, who will endeavour to make what uſe they can 
of it. 

Your old friend lord Cathcart kiſſed the king's hand yeſterday, 
for the command of the intended expedition. Some ſay it is againſt 
Cuba; others, againſt Buenos Ayres; but none know, and the ſecret 
is inviolably kept. For my own part, wherever it is intended, 
I have a very bad opinion of the ſucceſs of it, when I know that 
nobody capable of forming a right plan has been conſulted in it, 
and that no officer able to conduct it is well enough at court to be 
employed in it. | 

As I have writ all this to you &@ coeur ouvert, I beg it may ge no 
further, it being better that the real wretched ſtate of the oppoſition 
ſhould not be univerſally known, though, I fear, it is but too well 
gueſſed at. It might diſcourage, and could do no good. 

If all meant as well as you do, I ſhould, with more hopes and 
better ſpirits, take what littte part I am able; but I confeſs that, in 
the preſent ſituation of things, I rather content myſelf with not 


doing ill, than hope to do any good. I will keep my conſcience and 


my character clear, wiſh what I ſhould, and do what I can, er pour 
le reſte, alors comme alors, But in all ſituations, pleaſed and proud 
of being reckoned in the number of thoſe who love and value you 
as you deſerve, and who wiſh you in a condition of doing your 
country all the good you are both ſo deſirous and fo able to do it. 


Adieu, my dear lord; believe me, 
Moſt faithfully yours, 


CHESTERFIELD. 
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T HE SECOND VOLUME. 


A. 
APOLPHATI (mufician). IIl ſuc- 


ceſs of, p. 110. 

Amazons (a tragedy). Written by Ma- 
dame de Bocage, 245, in the note. 

Angola (a novel). Account of, 320, and 
in the note. 

Ann (queen). State of affairs in England 
at her death, 12. 

Anti- Lucretius (a poem). Lord Cheſter- 
field's opinion of it, 64. Account of 
the author, ditto, in the note.. 


Babiole. Lord Cheſterfield's houſe at 

Blackheath, why ſo called, 62, in the 

note. Deſcription of, 118. Changes 
its name to Little Chartreuſe, 230. 


Bagatelle. Country-houſe near Paris, 


longing to Madame de ———, 62. 


Bath Waters. Their utility in diſorders: 


of the head and ſtomach, 480. 
Bentinck (Count). Account of, 363, and 
in the note. Appointed with prince 


394, and in the note. 
Beuningen (Van). Singular anecdote of, 


58, | 
Bibi (Madame de). Account of, 154, 
in the note. 242, in the note. 
Bachat (Mr. de). Account of, 316, in 
the note. 317, and in the note. 


Kaunitz to ſettle the affairs at Bruſſels, 


Bolingbroke (Lord). Afſſicted with a c u- 


cerous diſorder in his cheek, 184. His 
death, 190. 


Botta D' Adorno (Marquis). Account of, 


375, and in the note. 
Bougainville (Mr.). Account of, 107, 
in the note. 


Boudoir. A room in lord Cheſterfield's 


houſe fo called, go. 


Bower, Eſq; (Archibald). Not a true 


convert, 451. 


Brenles (Monſ. de). 319, and in the 
note. 


Briſtol (Earl of). Appointed envoy to 


Turin in the room of the earl of Roch - 
ford, 415. 


Buſſy (Le Comte de). Account of, 220, 


in the note. 339, and in the note. 


Byng (Admiral). His diſagreeable ſitua- 
tion deſcribed, 436. 


C. 


Catiline (a tragedy). Criticiſms upon it, 


102, 104. 


Centurioni (Marquis). Character of, 112, 


113. 


Chenevix (Rev. Dr. now biſhop of Water- 
ford). Letters of the earl of Cheſ- 


terfield to him, 459 to 340. His diſ- 


appointment of the living of St. Olave's 


Southwark, 461, and in the note. Is 
refuſed the biſhopric of Clonfert, 464. 


Rea ſons 
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Reaſons given for that refuſal, 464, in 


the note. Is made biſhop of Killaloe, 


465. A charitable ſcheme ſet on foot 
by him for affording a refuge to French 
proteſtants in kreland, 471, 472. Death 
of his wife, 473, in the note. Account 
of his ſon's death, 540. 


Cheſterfield (Earl of). His letters to the 


Rev, Mr. Jouneau, from 2 to 10. His 
account of his ſtudies, and way of 
ſpending his time at Cambridge, 6. 
His opinion of the ſtate of affairs an 


England at the death of queen Ann, 


12, His letter to Mr, Crebillon, 32. 
His opinion of Voltaire's tragedy of 
Mahomet, 34. His Letter to Madame 
de Tencin, recommending Mrs. Cle- 
land, 36, &. His correſpondence 
with a lady of high rank and great 
accompliſhments at Paris, whoſe name 
is concealed, from 44 to 240. His 
criticiſms on Voltaire's poetical de- 
ſcription of the battle of Fontenoy, 
46. Introduces his fon to the lady 
whom he writes-to, 48. Mentions his 
deſign of ſending him to Paris at four- 
teen years of age, under the care of 
the Rev. Mr. Harte, ditto. His af- 
fection for his ſon, 52. His plan of 
education for him, ditto. His ſenti- 
ments about the peace, and the nego- 


tiations at Breda, 58. His reaſons for 


reſigning the office of ſecretary of ſtate, 
70. His account of the peace, and of 
the expences of the war, 76. 78. His 
opinion of the Peruvian letters, 82. 
His deſcription of a room in his houſe 
called a boudoir, or pouting-room, go. 
His account of a book called les 
Mocurs, which he ſuppoſed to be writ- 
ten by Monteſquieu, 92. His opinion 
of the French theatre, 98, Mentions 
the death of his brother the Hon. John 
Stanhope, 100. His criticiſms upon 
Crebillon's tragedy of Catiline, 102. 
104. His opinion of a tragedy called 
Dionyſus the Tyrant, written by Mr. 
Marmontel, 106. His opinion of the 
tranſlation of Anti - Lucretius, 108. 


E X. 
His opinion of the Marquis de Centu— 
rioni, 112, 113. His account of the 


earthquake of the year 1750, in Lon- 


don, 136. His method of diſpoſing 


of his ſon at Paris, 140. His reaſons 


for making him reſide in the academy, 
142, 144. His character of Abbe 
Sallier, 146. His anecdotes of per- 
ſons concerned in the rebellion, 148, 
&c. His recommendation of lord Hun- 
tingdon, 130. His account of Vol- 


taire's retiring to Berlin, 154.' 252. 


His opinion of Madame de Graffigny's 
comedy of Cenie, 154. 262. and of 
Madame de Bocage's tranſlation of 
Milton, and Pope's Temple of Fame, 
154. His reaſons for leaving his ſon 
without a tutor at Paris, 162. His 
character of the Abbe de la Ville, 168. 
His regulation of his ſon's expences at 
Paris, 172. His account of the change 
of the ſtyle, 176. His account of lord 
Bolingbroke, 184. His character of 
him, 190. His account of the ſucceſs 
of inoculation, 200. His opinion of 
the young lord Bolingbroke, 212. His 
reaſons for changing the name of his 
country-houſe from Babiole to Little 
Chartreuſe, 230. His letters to Ma- 
dame de Bocage, from 242 to 280. 
His deſcription of Baron Kreunigen, 
244. His opinion of Voltaire's writ- 
ings, 248. Introduces his ſon to her, 
254. Introduces Lord Huntingdon to 
to her. His opinion of Cardinal 
Richelieu's political will, and of Vol- 
taire's pleading againſt it, 258. His 
opinion of ſome of. Sir George Ethe- 
redge's comedies, 264. His opinion of 
Terence's comedies, 268. His criti- 
ciſm on a ſatyrical work written by 
Mr. Duclos, 270, and in the note. 
His opinion of Voltaire's hiſtory of 


the age of Lewis XIV. 280. His 


letter to Mr. De Kreunigen, 282. His 
letter to Lady „on the ſubject 
of humour, 284. His letter to James 
Dayrolles Eſq; &c. 298. His letters 
to Solomon Dayrolles, Eſq; from 300 


o 
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td 448. Expreſſes his anxiety for the 
ſecurity of the Dutch frontier in 1747, 

10. His opinion of the ſurrender of 
| re em, 314. His reaſo:s 
for retiring from public affairs, 322. 
His account of reſigning the ſeals, 323. 
His brother appointed commiſſioner of 
the admiralty, 32 3. A pamphlet aſcrib- 
ed to him, 328, and in the note. His ig- 
norance of the author, 329. His opinion 
of the neceſſity of the peace in 1748, 
330, 331, 332. His opinion of Lord 
Pembroke's ſeat at Wilton, 336. His 
opinion of the hiſtory of the wars be- 
tween France and the Houſe of Au- 
ſtria, 337. His political reaſons for 
the queen of Hungary's delay in en- 
tering into the definitive treaty, 338. 
340. 342. His account of the diſ- 
miſhon of the grand penſionary of 
Holland, 358. Applies for a prebend 
for the Rev. Mr. Harte tutor to his 
fon, 363. Obtains it, 365. Congra- 
tulates Mr. Dayrolles on his marriage, 
369, His opinion of the ſtate of po- 


litics in Holland at the death of the 


Prince of Orange, 372. His advice 
for the conduct of the princeſs dowa- 
ger of Orange during the minority, 
374. Congratulates Mr. Dayrolles. 
on the birth of a ſon, to whom he was 
godfather, 384. His plan of educa- 
tion for his godſon, 383. His opi- 
nion of the puniſhment of children, 
389. His opinion with reſpect to the 
connexions of England with the houſes 
of Auſtria and Bourbon, 394. Men- 
tions his writing ſome papers in a 
weekly paper called The World, 403. 
His account of Spa, 409, 410. His 
reaſons for going to London 1n the 
winter, 412. Thinks Mr. Fox will 
be miniſter, 414. Thinks there will 
be no war in 1755, 415. His account 
of the ſtate of parliament in 1753, 
415. His political opinions in 17535, 


416. 419, 420, 421, 422, 423, 424. 


Error in them, 424, in the note. His 
account of the loſs of Minorca, and the 
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bad ſituation of affairs in England and 
America in 1756, 430, 431, 432. 
Deſcribes admiral Byng's unfortunate 
ſituation, 436. His political opinions 
in 1757, 436. His account of the 
miniſtry in 1757, 438, 439, 440. 442+ 
Effect which his ill ſtate of health had 
upon his political opinions, 440, in the 
note. His letters to Sir Thomas Ra- 
binſon, 449 to 452. His intimacy 
with Sir Thomas, 449, in the note. 
His opinion of the attempt upon the 
king of France's life, 450. His opi- 
nion of Archibald Bower's converſion, 
451. His leiter to doctor Cheyne, 
453. His letters to the Rev. Doctor 
Chenevix Lord Biſhop of Waterford, 
459 to 540. Deplores the loſs of 
Lord Scarborough, 439. Recom- 
mends Dr. Chenevix to the biſhopric 
of Clontert, 463. Account of his 
reſignation,. and the reaſons for it, 
467, and in the note. His approbation 
and. encouragement of the ſcheme for 
affording a refuge to French proteſ- 
tants in Ireland, 471, 472. His con- 
dolence with the biſhop on the death 
of Mrs. Chenevix, 473. Complains 
much of the decline of his health, and 
of deafneſs, 475, &c. Finds much 
benefit from the Bath waters, 480, &c. 
His opinion of archbiſhop "Tillotſon, 
485, 486. Is made member of the 
academy of Belles Lettres at Paris, 
487, His opinion of Sheridan's book 
on Britiſh education, 490, 491.. His 
opinion of Switt's Hiſtory of the four 
laſt years of Queen Ann, 498. Hig 
inſtructions for raifing melons, 508, 
His account of Mr. George Faulkner's 
mode of living in England, 510. 
His character of Lord Hallifax, 512, 
His character of Lord Hertford, 522. 
His opinion of Lord Townſhend, 52 5. 
Adopts the ſon of his kinſman Mr. 
Stanhope of Mansfield, 526. His ac- 


count of that young gentleman, ditto. 


His account of Lord Mountmorris, 
533* His letter of condolence to the 
biſhop, 
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biſhop, upon the loſs of his ſon; 
which letter is. probably the laſt he 
ever wrote to him, 540, and in the 
note, His letters to Mr. Prior, $41 
to 550, His account of a ſucceſsful 
method of making ſtarch from pota- 
toes, 541, 542. His thoughts on the 
kingdom of Ireland, and the points 
that ought to engage the attention of 
the people of that country, 543. 546. 
548, 549, His letter to the Rev. Dr. 
adden, 550. His letter to the Rev. 

Dr. Whitcombe, 551. His letters to 
Captain (afterwards Sir John) Irwine, 
553 to 568, His obſervations upon 


the famous Iriſh patriot Dr. Lucas, 


54, 555. His opinion of Marſhal 
Richelien, 564. His political opinion 
concerning Corſica, ditto. His account 

of the death of the Duke of New- 
caſtle, ditto. His letter to Dean 

Swift, 869. His letters to the Earl of 

Stair, 575 to 579. 

Chetwynd, Eſq; (William). 318. 

Cheyne, (Dr.) Letter from Lord Cheſter- 
field to. him, communicated by the 
Counteſs of Cheſterfield, 453, and in 

the note. 

Children, how to be educated, 385. For 
what faults. to be puniſhed, 389. 
Should be left to chuſe their own pro- 
feſſion, 432. 

Cobentzel (Count). Account of, 412, in 

the note. 

Corſica (iſland of). Political opinion con- 


cerning it, 564. 

Crebillon (Mr.). His letters to Lord 
Cheſterfield, 20. 24. His criticiſms on 
the Sopha- a novel written by himſelf, 
20.-22, His baniſhment on. account 
of this book, 22. His exile repealed, 


26, His criticiſms on Pamela, 28. 


o. 

Cobillon (Senior). Anecdotes relating 
to ſome of his tragedies, 102, in the 
note. 

Cumberland (Duke of). Appointed with 
Mr. Fox of the regency, 416. 
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Db 


Dayrolles, Eſq; (Solomon). 


Finch (the Hon. William). 


X. 


D. 


D' Albert (Chevalier). Account of, 74. 

Appointed 
reſident at the Hague, upon the death 
of his uncle James Dayrolles, 306. 
His marriage, 369. Is appointed en- 
voy to Bruſſels, 377. 

D*Ennery (Monſieur). Account of, 204, 
in the note. 

D' Eyverdun (Mr.). 
in the note. 
D'Her (Chevalier). Account of letters 

publiſhed under that name, 95, in the 
note. 
Dionyſius (a tragedy). Account of, 106. 
Duncan (Mr.) Account of, 352, in the 
note. 


Account of, 447, 


E. 


Elliot (General). Account of, 356, and 
in the note. | 


Etheredge (Sir George). Succeſs of his 


comedy called Love in a Tub, 264, in 
the note. 


F. 


Faulkner (Mr. George). His mode of 
living in England deſcribed, - 10, 

His recall 

from his embaſly at the Hague, 302, 

in the note. 


Fontenelle (Mr.) His poſtſcript to Ma- 


dame de Tencin's letter, 42. 44. Ac- 
count of his death, 436, and 437, in 
the note. 

Fox (Mr.) Appointed of the regency 
with the Duke of Cumberland, 416. 
France, Expectations of a war with, 

426, 427. 
Francis (Mr) Account of his tragedy 
of Eugenia, 274. 276. 


G. 


7-0-1 


G. 


Bun (Bernard Van). Account of, 31 2, 
in the note. 


Garrick (Mr.). His marriage with Sig- 
nora Violetti, 361. 


Graffigny (Madame de). Account of 
her comedy, 154, inthe note. 


H. 
Haaren (Monſieur Van) Who? 396, and 


in the note. 


, univerſal joy expreſſed there at 
the concluſion of the peace in 1748, 


331. 
Hallifax (Lord). His appointment to 


the lord lieutenancy of Ireland, 312. 
Character of him, ditto. 

Hamilton (Duke of). Not murdered by 
Mr. Macarteney, 499. 

Harenc (Mr.). Account of, 279, in the 

_ 

Hartington (Lord). His appointment to 
the lord lieutenancy of Ireland, 483. 
Hertford (Lord). Appointed lord lieu- 

tenant of Ireland, 522. 


Holderneſſe (Earl of). Sent: ambaſſador 


to the gh, 352. Appoints Mr. 
Tindal his chaplain and ſecretary, ditto. 


Holland (Grand Penfionary of). His diſ- 
miſſion, and acceptance of a penſion, 

358. State of politics in that coun- 

try at the death of the prince of 

Orange, 372. 

Hop (Lieutenant General). Account of, 
360, in the note. 

Hungary (Queen of). Reaſons for her 

delay in entering into the definitive 

treaty, 338. 340— 342. : 

Huntingdon (Earl of). Character of 
him, 150. 

Hutchins (the Rev. Mr.). Account of, 
462, and in the note. 


I, 


Jews, their naturalization-bill paſſed, 
399. Humcrous advertiſement on this 
occaſion, ditto, 


Vo I. II. 
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Inoculation, ſacceſs of, 200. 

Jouneau (the Rev. Mr.). Account of, 
2. Account of his ſon, 8. 

Irwine (Captain, now Sir John). Ac- 
count of, 345, in the note. Letters 
from Lord Cheſterfield to him, 553 to 
560. Account of, 550, in the note. 


= 


Raunitz (Prince). Appointed to ſettle 
the affairs at Bruſſels, 394, and in the 
note. 

Rreunigen (Baron de). Account of, 244. 
in the note; 282, in the note. 


L. 


L'Enclos (Ninon). Anecdote of, 250, 
in the note. 


2 7 (Peruvian). Character of them, 
2. 3 
London (Earthquake in). Account of, 


136. 
Lucas (Mr. Charles). Obſervations on, 


554, 555 
N. 


Mably (Abbe). Author of The Droit 
public de PEurope, 333, and in the 
note. 

Macarteney (Mr.). Not guilty of the 
murder of duke Hamilton, 499. 

Madden (the Rev. Dr. Samuel), Letter 
from lord Cheſterfield to him, 550. 
Account of, 550, in the notes. An- 
ecdote concerning a tragedy ſuppoſed 
to be written by him, 550, in the 
notes. 

Marmontel (Mr.). Account of fome of 
his works, 106, in the note. Ill ſuc. 
ceſs of his tragedy of Cleopatra, 248. 

Mars (Monſieur de Cinq). Account of, 
104, in the note. 

Martel (Madame de). Her letter to lord 
Cheſterfield, 16. 

Martin (Mr.). Account of, 188, in the 
note. 

Maſcow (Profeſſor). 317, in the note. 

4 F Memnon, 


©—— — — ——— — —— — 


586 ER I; Ni 


. Memnon, philsſophical tale by Voltaire, 
320, and in. the note. Opinion of it, 


320. n g 
AMiniſery (Britiſh). Account of, in 1757. 
438 to 442. | 
Minorca, loſs of, 430. | 
Moeurs (les). Account of a book fo 


called, 92. 
Mountmorris (Lord). Character of, 533. 


N. 


Newcaſtle (Duke of). Moves for the 
, repeal of the Jew bill, 401. His 
death, 564. _ | 

Nivernois (Monſieur de). Character of, 


114. 
O. 


Orange (Prince of). His regulation of 
the poſt at Amſterdam, 3 37, and the 
note. His death, 372. 

Orange (Princeſs Dowager of). Rules 
far her conduct during the minority, 


374. 
P. 


Parliament, ſtate of, in 1755, 415. 

Pelbam (Mr.). His death, 407. 

Pembroke (Earl). Account of his ſeat at 
Wilton, 336. 

Pitt (Mr.). Made ſecretary of ſtate, 


135. 

Prior (Mr.). Letters from lord Cheſter- 
field to him, 541 to 550. Account 
of, 541, in the note. | 

Pruſſia (King of). Reaſons why he 
ſhould not attack Hanover, 394, 395. 


R. 


Rebellion. Anecdotes of perſons con- 
cerned in, 148, &c. 

Richmond (Duke of). His death, 146. 

Robinſon (Sir Thomas). Lord Cheſter- 


field's letters to him, 449 to 452. His 
intimacy with lord 
in the note. 
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Cheſterfield, 449, 


Db 


Sberidan (Mr.). 


E X. 


Rochford (Earl of). Appointed lord 
chamberlain, 415. 


Rodriguez. Who? 320, and in the 


note. 


. Romans (King of the). To be elected at 


Hanover in 1752, 378. Importance 
of that election, ditto, and 379. De- 
lay of it, 382. 


8. 


Sallier (Abbe). Account of, 66, in the 
note. 

Saxe (Marſhal). Account of his funeral, 
266, in the note. | 

Account of his book 

on Britiſh: education, 490, 491. | 


as Account of, 409, 410. 
tanhope (the Hon. George). Obtains 
325. Who? 


the rank of colonel, 

ditto, in the note. | 

Stanhope (Hon. John). Brother to the 
earl of Cheſterfield. Account of his 
death, 100, in the note, 345+ 

Style. Change of, 176. | 

Swift (the Rev. Dr.). His hiſtory of 
the four laſt years of queen Ann cen- 
ſared, 498. His letters to the earl of 
Cheſterfield, ſoliciting him for a place 
for Mr. Launcelot, who had married a 
relation of his, 568. 571. 


T. 


Tax (new). Levied in Holland, account 
of its produce, 313, in the note. 

Tencin (Madame de). Account of, 37, 
in the note. Her letter to lord Cheſ- 


terfield, 40. 
Tillotſon (Archbiſhop). Character of, 


485, 486. 

Touſſaint (Mr.). Author of a book en- 
titled Les Moeurs, account of him, in 
the note, 92. | 

Townſhend (Lord). Appointed lord lieu- 

. tenant of Ireland, 525. 

Trenck (Baron). A dog why ſo called? 

333, and in the note. 334. 336. 


U. 


„ 


9 

Vanderduyn (Lieutenant General). Ac- 
count of, 339, and in the note. 

Ubbergue. Country- ſeat of count Wel- 
deren, 311, in the note. 

Ville (Abbé de la). Account of, 108. 

Villettes, Eſq; (Arthur). Account of, 
553, in the note. 

Voltaire. Honors and penſions beſtowed 
upon him by the king of Pruſſia, 1 54. 
His letter to the earl of Cheſterfield, 
290. 

W. 


Waldeck (Prince). His corps how it 
ought to be diſpoſed of, 312. 


T 


o 


EHM. 3557 


Walpole (Mr. Horatio), Appointed ambaſ- 
ſador and plenipotentiary to the States 
General, 302, and in the note. | 

Waſſenaer de Treichel (Count), His letter 
of congratulation to lord Cheſterfield 
on his being appointed ſecretary of 
ſtate, 286, His account of the deplo- 
rable ſtate of Holland, 288. 

World. A periodical paper, in which lord 


Cheſterfield wrote, 403. 
7. 
Norke (Colonel). Appointed ambaſſador 


to the States General, 375. 


D. 
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